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VOLUME  THIRD. 

OTHER  LOT  OF  THE  FORTIES. 

The  preceding  volumes  contain  sketches  of  The  Patri- 
archs and  their  Associates,  and  ihe  Iowa  Band. 

The  Patriarchs  and  their  Associates  and  the  Band  to- 
gether, number  twenty-five  men# 

Closely  associated  with  the  Band  was 
William  A,  Thompson. 

He  was  often  counted  as  one  of  the  Band.    The  secreta- 
ries of  the  Home  i-issionary  Society  in  New  York,  evidently 
not  omniscient,  sometimes  numbered  him  with  the  Andover  Band. 

Even  "brother  Sphraim  Adams,  in  a  Llemorial  chapter  of 
his  Iowa  Band,  says  "Entering  the  state  at  the  same  time  with 
the  "brethren  of  the  Band,  ne  was  reckoned  as  one  of  them." 

Coming  to  the  territory  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  these  "brethren,  and  being  ordained  with  them  at  Denmark, 
it  was  natural  that  he  should  oe  classed  as  one  of  them,  al- 
though he  did  not  belong  to  their  class  at  all,  and  was  never 
a  student  at  Andover. 

He  was  a  native  of  holland,  Massachusetts.     (I  do  not 
know  the  date  of  his  birth.)    He  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Hew  iork  City;  and  studied  at  Yale  and  union  Theolo- 
gical Seminaries. 
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He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1843  and  fell  in  with  the 
3and  and  was  one  of  the  nine  ordained  at  Denmark  November 
fifth  of  this  year. 

He  is  not  spoken  of  in  the  appointments  of  the  Band, 
'whether  he  was  in  with  the  nine  as  they  looked  over  the  fields 
with  the  map  and  charts  furnished  by  iurner  and  Gaylord,  I 
do  not:  know.    xhere  is  no  record  as  to  this  point.    How  he 
found  his  way  out  in  the  New  Purchase,  even  oeyond  Spaul- 
ding  who  was  on  the  very  verge  of  civilisation,  is  not  stated; 
hut  there  he  went  and  settled  at  xroy  in  Davis  County,  west 
of  the  Des  iaoines  river. 

Now  he  "begins  to  tell  his  own  story.    At  the  end  of  his 
first  year  he  reports  (January  '45): 

"Almost  a  year  has  elapsed  since  I  entered  upon  my  field 
of  labor  in  this  Par  iTest;  and  it  is  with  heartfelt  grati- 
tude to  G-od,  that  I  now  undertake  this  my  fourth  report.  I 
express  the  feelings  of  not  a  few  in  tnis  community,  when 
I  assure  you  that  we  regard  ourselves  as  under  great  ob- 
ligations to  your  Society  for  their  aid  in  sustaining  the 
means  of  grace.    Since  my  last  report,  the  little  church 
near  x>loomf ield,   (the  county  seat  of  Davis  county,)  have 
held  a  communion  season,  when  there  were  6  additions  by  let- 
ter.   Our  two  churches  now  number  about  20  each.  Temper- 
ance meetings  are  now  held  every  two  weeks,  and  the  cause  is 
gradually  advancing,  though  at  the  county  seat  (recently 
established)  intemperance  has,  for  a  few  weeks,  prevailed 
to  a  great  extent.    A  grocery  had  been  just  set  up,  and  as 
it  was  a  new  thing  in  these  parts,  it  attracted  the  whiskey 
drinkers  from  all  the  region  around.    But  we  hope  for  bet- 
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ter  things  ere  long.    There  are  as  yet  in  that  place  "but 
three  dwelling-houses.     '7e  hope  soon  to  establish  a  Sab- 
bath school.     I  have  just  received  a  "box  of  S.S.  books 
from  Boston,  containing  new  books  to  the  amount  of  $31, 
from  three  Sabbath  schools  in  ...assachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
besides  a  goodly  number  of  second  hand  books,  including 
question  books,  whiek  are  much  needed,     i  feel  truly  grate- 
ful and  greatly  encouraged,  that  our  friends  at  the  4ast 
are  so  ready  to  d.id  us  in  our  endeavors. 

"7e  are  greatly  in  rant  of  good  Sabbath  school  teachers. 
Has  we  teachers  of  a  suitable  character,  a  number  of  schools 
might  be  established,  in  addition  to  those  we  already  have. 
At  present  there  are  only  about  150  connected  with  our 
schools,  while  there  are  in  Davis  county  at  least  1000  of  a 
suitable  age  to  be  instructed  in  Sabbath  schools. 

Another  great  deficiency  among  us  is  in  respect  to  com- 
mon schools.    There  has,  as  yet,  been  only  one  school  in 
the  country.     If  one  or  two  good  teachers  from  the  East 
would  come  out,  and  cast  in  their  lot  among  us,  engaging 
in  teaching  a  common  school  through  the  week,  and  on  the 
Sabbath  lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  Sabbath  school,  they 
might  be  very  useful.     Gould  I  have  the  co-operation  of 
such  helpers,  I  should  feel  that  my  own  usefulness  would 
be  thereby  greatly  increased. 

One  great  discouragement  here  is  that  love  of  excite- 
ment -  that  disposition  to  seek  for  something  new,  which 
leads  the  people  to  rely  too  much  upon  what  they  call  'big 
meetings'  and  to  expect  too  little  from  the  ordinary  means 
of  grace. 
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During  the  last  quarter,  I  have  spent  one  Sabbath  in 
Clarke  county,  Mo.,  which  lies  in  the  north-ee.st  corner  of 
the  state,  and  is,  as  you  are  aware,  a  part  of  the  vast  re- 
gion in  northern  llissiouri  destitute  of  any  minister  of  the 
Gospel  of  our  order.     I  found  there  a  church  of  about  60 
members.     I  have  also  spent  one  Sabbath  10  miles  east  of 
the  Des  Moines,  with  a  little  churc?i  of  about  10  members, 
where  they  had  had  no  preaching  for  the  last  five  months. 
They  were  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  cold  and  worldly, 
having  neglected  to  sustain  among  them  religious  meetings 
even  on  the  Sabbath.  ' 

Sarly  in  1845  he  reports  again  as  follows: 
"In  making  this,  my  first  report  in  the  new  year,  I 
would  commence  by  recording  my  gratitude  to  Almighty  God, 
and  under  him  to  your  Society,  for  their  generous  aid  in 
supporting  the  Gospel  in  this  remote  part  of  our  common 
country.     It  was  under  the  auspices  of  your  Society  that 
the  only  church  of  our  order  in  the  territory  west  of  the 
Des  Moines  was  organized  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fostering  hand  of  the  same  Society, 
it  must  have  remained  until  this  time  destitute  of  the  regu 
lar  ministration  of  the  word.    Owing  to  the  great  number  of 
sects,  and  to  the  sectarian  feeling  that  prevails,  my  con- 
gregations are  usually  small,    i'he  majority  of  professors 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  but  few  of  them 
are  seen  at  our  meetings.     They  have  their  class-meetings 
at  the  same  hour  that  I  preach.     The  Llormons  have  meetings 
occasionally,  there  being  one  family  of  them  two  miles  dis- 


tant.     They  have  "but  little  influence  as  a  sect  in  this 
vicinity.    The  Campbellites  hold  their  meetings  less  frequen 
ly  in  this  neighborhood.    Their  principal  preacher  in  this 
county  having  held  meetings  for  some  time  near  one  of  my 
preaching  places,  and  having  made  no  converts,  at  length 
seemed  to  grow  impatient,  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon. 

Only  one  Sunday  school,  of  about  25  members,  is  con- 
tinued through  the  winter.     In  this  there  seems  to  be  a 
considerable  interest.    By  the  generosity  of  Christians 
in  the  East,  we  have  received,  since  my  last  report,  a  box 
of  books  from  the  A.S.S.  Union.    As  I  hope  to  have  six  or 
seven  schools  in  the  spring,  these  will  be  very  seasonable. 
I  have  cheering  evidence  that  the  S.S.  books  are  doing  much 
to  create  a  taste  for  reading  and  awaken  an  interest  in 
reference  to  Sabbath  schools.    Had  we  a  few  more  faithful 
and  competent  teachers,  the  usefulness  of  our  schools 
would  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increased. 

I  have  established  Bible  classes  at  my  principal  sta- 
tions for  preaching,  four  in  number,  which  are  pretty  well 
attended.     Since  my  last  report  another  day  school  has  been 
opened,  making  two  no?/  in  the  country.    ~7e  hope  there  will 
be  one  or  two  more  in  the  spring. 

I&Lch  excitement  has  existed  among  the  people  in  regard 
to  the  land  sales  that  were  expected  to  come  on  in  February. 
Not  one  in  ten  or  fifteen  was  prepared  to  pay  his  land,  and 
much  anxiety  was  felt.    But  at  length  the  news  came  that 
the  sales  were  indefinitely  postponed  -  news  most  welcome 
to  the  majority,  but  not  so  to  those  v/ho  were  prepared  to 
enter  their  land. 
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Our  people  have  commenced  building  a  log  school-house 
in  Troy,  which  is  also  to  he  occupied  as  a  house  of  worship. 

Tith  gratitude  to  God  am  I  able  to  say,  that  we  now 
have  a  comf ortable  house  to  live  in,  and  a  good  well  of  wa- 
ter.   During  the  last  spring  we  were  literally  drenched  with 
the  rains.     I  had  no  other  alternative,  if  I  remained  in 
the  county,  hut  to  build  or  repair  a  house.     I  concluded 
to  repair  a  log-house,  (there  is  out  one  frame  house  in 
the  county,)  and  having  put  on  two  more  logs  round,  to  make 
room  for  a  chamber,  put  on  a  shingled  roof,  and  a  good  tight 
loft  floor,  oesides  pointing  (putting  mortar  between  the 
logs)  it  anew;  and  having  dug  a  well  -  hauling  the  rock 
four  miles,  with  which  to  stone  it  -  I  can  now  say  we  are 
comfortably  'fixed.'" 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  1845,  there  is  another  report 
as  follows: 

"Host  of  our  Sunday  schools  are  still  in  operation 
but  as  the  cold  weather  comes  on,  they  will  close  for  the 
winter.    Pew  children  have  shoes,  and  many  will  do  without, 
probably  all  winter.     I  have  been  enabled  to  furnish  each 
of  our  schools  with  a  small  library,  and  have  some  books 
on  hand  to  replenish  in  the  spring. 

Beside  preaching  at  my  regular  stations,  I  have  preached 
once  or  twice  during  the  season  at  different  places  where 
Sunday  schools  have  been  established,  from  4  to  40  miles 
distant.     I  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  sow  the  seed  of 
divine  truth;  and  though  I  feel  humbled  at  the  little  appa- 
rent good  that  has  been  accomplished,  yet  I  cannot  but  hope 
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that  more  fruit  will  appear.     Owing  to  the  sparseness  of  the 
population,  and  the  small  audiences  in  any  one  place,  as 
also  to  the  destitution  of  the  means  of  grace,  I  have  ex- 
tended my  labors  over  a  wider  surface  than  I  could  have 
wished  -  though  I  have  for  the  most  part  preached  one  ser- 
mon every  other  Sabbath  to  each  of  our  churches. 

We  have  organized  a  Bible  society  for  Davis  county, 
and  nine  dollars  have  been  subscribed.    A  box  of  Bibles  and 
testaments  has  :"ust  arrived,  and  immediate  measures  will 
be  taken  to  supply  the  destitute  -  as  also  to  sell  to  any 
who  may  wish  to  purchase." 

The  next  report,  in  the  summer  of  '46,  is  from  Pair- 
field.    Mr.  Thompson  began  work  there  November  1,  1845. 
Ee  found  a  membership  of  twenty-nine  in  the  church,  and  a 
little  shack  of  a  meeting  house  costing  about  $300.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

"Ily  usual  audience  on  Sabbath  A.M.  is  from  seventy 
to  one  hundred.     In  the  2.11.  from  forty  to  seventy  to 
eighty.     There  are  some  few  families  not  connected  with  any 
church,  that  seem  to  be  getting  into  more  regular  habits 
of  attending  meeting  on  the  Sabbath.     I  have  felt  compelled 
owing  to  circumstances,  to  accept  the  office  of  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sabbath  school.     I  trust  our  Sabbath  school  is 
doing  good.    Tie  have  from  sixty-five  to  eighty  scholars, 
7;hile  there  is  also  another  school  in  town,  of  thirty  or 
thirty-five . 

There  is  a  great  wrrk  here  to  be  done ,  and  which  is 
not  the  work  of  a  day.    There  are  prejudices  to  oe  lived 
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down,  sectarians  to  be  encountered,  false  notions  respec- 
ting the  nature  of  religion  to  "be  corrected,  dormant  mind 
to  be  aroused  to  action,  professors  of  religion  to  be  led 
to  adopt  new  habits  of  living,  and  the  community  to  be  in- 
doctrinated in  the  great  truths  of  the  religion  of  the  Bible. 
One  who  has  never  lived  in  a  new  country,  where  the  popu- 
lation are  from  every  part  of  the  world,  can  scarcely  real- 
ize the  di courage me nts  with  which  the  minister  of  Christ, 
who  has  the  interest  of  his  Master's  cause  at  heart,  has 
to  meet. 

Such  are  my  convictions  of  the  importance  of  this  post, 
that  I  am  willing  to  labor  on  as  long  as  Providence  shall 
direct,  and  leave  the  result  with  God. 

A  great  change  has  been  effected  in  the  morals  of  this 
community  during  the  ministry  of  my  predecessor,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Heed,  and  the  good  effected  through  your  Society  is 
gratefully  remembered  by  many,    i'here  is  a  fair  prospect 
that  the  menoers  of  our  church  will  ere  long  be  able  to 
do  much  more  than  they  now  are,  to  sustain  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  among  them.'' 

About  a  year  later,  in  the  fall  of  '47,  he  reports 
again  as  follows: 

"During  the  last  quarter,  though  there  has  been  no 
general  revival  of  religion,  yet  l  trust  God  has  oeen  a- 
mong  us  by  his  'still  small  voice' ,  and  oestowed  upon  us, 
to  some  extent,  the  r.eavenly  dews  of  Ms  grace.  Some 
eight  or  ten  weeks  ago  a  young  man  of  our  congregation 
was  awakened,  and  he  now  gives  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart. 
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He  appears  well,  and  I  trust  will  "be  one  of  our  most  useful 
members.    At  present  we  have  two  prayer  meetings  in  a  week, 
and  we  hope  for  better  times.    Our  meetings  on  the  Sabbath 
have  been  well  attended  through  the  summer  and  autumn  thus 
far.    Our  Sabbath  school  has  been  flourishing,  the  usual 
number  Deing  from  60  to  70,  and  sometimes  80  or  90.  But 
as  the  cool  weather  approaches,  many  are  detained  for  want 
of  shoes.     Our  Sabbath  school  we  believe  to  be  doing  much 
good  -  though  its  usefulness  is  greatly  obstructed  Dy  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  teachers. 

Our  church  is  united,  and  though  most  of  the  members 
are  poor,  yet  there  appears  to  oe  a  willingness  to  do  what 
they  can  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  religion:  among 
them.    Especially  are  we  indebted  to  the  efficient  efforts 
of  a  female  member,  through  whose  influence  a  subscription 
has  been  obtained,  sufficient  to  purchase  a  stove  and  can- 
dlesticks or  lamps  for  our  meeting  house,  and  to  make  re- 
pairs on  the  house.     I  am  endeavoring  to  teach  my  people 
their  duty  of  systematic  benevolence,  and  ere  long  l  trust 
they  will  oe  able  to  give  more  to  benevolent  objects.'1 

The  report  in  the  summer  of  1848  is  an  illustration 
of  tne  fact,  now  become  so  familiar,  that  a  good  deal  of 
our  American  religion  is  imported  from  foreign  countries: 

"Though  we  have  witnessed  no  great  ingathering  of  souls 
during  this  quarter,  yet  we  trust  a  steady  progress  is  be- 
ing made,     ihere  nas  been  one  interesting  case  of  conver- 
sion, that  of  a  Swedish  young  lady,  whose  father,  Mr.  D. 
formerly  living  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  was  a  member  of  Rev. 
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Geo.  Scott's  congregation,    Mr.  Scott  first  found  him  100 
miles  from  Stockholm,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  a  spirit- 
ual Qhristian,  urged  him  to  move  to  Stockholm,  that  ne  might 
throw  in  his  influence  with  Mr.  Scott's  congregation  there, 
to  promote  spiritual  religion.    Ee  did  so,  and  he  now  speaks 
with  the  greatest  interest  of  Mr.  Scott's  labors  in  Sweden, 
After  Lir.  S.  was  compelled  to  leave  Sweden,  Mr.  D«  had  an 
earnest  desire  to  come  to  this  country,  where  he  might  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  for  in 
his  own  country,  he  told  me,  the  law  would  not  permit  Chris- 
tians even  to  meet  together  in  a  social  prayermeeting.  If 
they  did  so  they  were  liable  to  be  fined  or  cast  into  prison. 
Mr,  D,  at  length  came  to  this  country,  and  settled  15  miles 
from  my  place  of  residence.    He  took  occasion  to  call  on  me 
to  request  me  to  look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
daughter,  then  living  in  our  town.     1  conversed  with  her  oc- 
casionally, and  found  that  she  nad  been  well  instructed  by 
her  parents.     She  was  very  attentive  upon  the  means  of  grace, 
and  at  length  found  peace  in  oelieving.     She  nas  given  good 
evidence  of  piety;  ana.  on  the  last  Sabbath,  she,  and  a 
young  man  wno  nad  oeen  indulging  nope  for  some  weeks,  made 
a  public  profession  of  their  faith.    Shortly  after  this  sne 
met  me  one  day  and  handed  me  yl.50,  wishing  me  to  appropri- 
ate a  part  of  it  to  the  Sunday  school,  and  the  remainder  to 
the  cause  of  home  Missions*    as  she  was  a  servant  girl,  and 
her  wages  only  $1  a  week,  l  told  ner  that  it  was  more  than 
sne  was  able  to  contribute,    jut  she  persisted  in  ner  deter- 
mination to  give  the  whole,  saying  that  it  was  ner  purpose  to 
save  50  cents  per  month  from  ner  wages,  to  give  to  benevo- 


•  * 


11 


lent  objects.     I  need  not  say  that  I  was  Highly  gratified 
to  find,  thus  early,  a  disposition  to  act  systematically, 
and  from  principle,  in  the  matter  of  contributing  to  bene- 
volent objects.    Let  all  Christians  like  this  recently  con- 
verted servant  girl,  give  one  eignt  part  of  their  income  to 
promote  Christ's  cause,  and  the  Gospel  might  soon  be  preach- 
ed to  every  creature." 

The  report  in  tiie  summer  of  1849  indicates  progress. 
The  caption  at  the  oeginning  of  this  report  is  the  one 
word  "Growth."    He  says: 

"Amid  many  discouragements,  there  are  also  some  things 
truly  cheering.    Our  Sabbath  school  has  never  been  so  well 
attended  as  during  the  past  quarter.     Our  house  has  been 
generally  crowded,     i  superintend  the  school,  and  regard  it 
as  an  important  field  of  labor,     une  person  has  united  with 
our  cnurch  oy  letter  during  the  quarter.    Another  brother 
has  recently  come  among  us,  who,  if  he  shall  remain,  we 
trust  will  make  an  efficient  nelper.     tur  prayer  meetings 
are  better  attended  than  formerly,  and  we  feel  encouraged. 
A  greater  proportion  of  oitr  members  attend  this  meeting 
than  is  common  in  most  Eastern  cnurches. 

-emperance  flourishes  among  us.    The  Sons  of  temper- 
ance nave  reclaimed  some  drunkards.     1  do  not  know  of  more 
than  two  regular  topers  in  town,    ^our  years  ago  there  were 
three  times  as  many,    on  the  4th  of  duly  there  was  a  tem- 
perance celebration  in  town;  a  larger  concourse  of  people 
being  in  attendance  than  our  town  has  ever  before  witnessed. 
Hever  have  I  witnessed  more  order  and  quiet  on  the  4th  of 
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July.    Our  town  is  rapidly  improving.    "There  ten  years  ago 
the  first  log  cabin  was  built,  is  now  a  town  of  about  1,000 
inhabitants.    During  the  past  year,  two  brick  churches,  a- 
bout  40  by  60  feet,  have  been  erected;  also  a  commodious 
brick  building  for  a  female  seminary,  which  is  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  as  our  town  is  noted  for  the  health- 
fulness  of  its  location,  students  from  the  rirer  towns  come 
here  to  spend  the  summer.    A  branch  of  the  State  University 
is  also  located  here,  and  a  beautiful  site  lias  been  pur- 
chased near  town." 

In  the  spring  of  1850  there  is  another  report  of  spi- 
ritual results: 

:TTwo  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  letter  during  the 
past  quarter,  who  promise  to  be  efficient  helpers.  Last 
Sabbath  four  others  were  examined  to  join  the  church.  One 
of  those  has  for  months  been  interested  upon  the  subject  of 
religion,  and  for  some  weeks  Deen  indulging  hope  in  Ohrist. 
She  urged  her  husband  (a  man  who  had  but  seldom  been  with  us 
on  the  Sabbath,)  to  attend  meeting  during  the  month  of  Dec- 
ember, he  came  regularly,  and  it  was  noticed  that  when  the 
contribution  was  taken  up  for  the  cause  of  Home  Llissions,  he 
put  a  $4  gold  piece  in  the  hat.     The  first  Saturday  in  the 
new  year,  he  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  with 
a  sense  of  sins,  and  that  night  sleep  departed  from  him.  The 
next  evening,  he  came  of  his  own  accord,  after  the  preaching, 
to  inquire  what  he  should  do  to  be  saved,    he  seemed  deeply 
convicted  and  subdued  in  his  feelings,  and  appeared  near 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.     Two  days  after  the  evening  afore- 
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said,  I  again  saw  them,  and  "both  together  were  rejoicing 
in  Christ .    He  who  one  month  before  was  a  neglector  of  the 
house  of  God,  a  profane  swearer  and  Sabbath  breaker,  now 
appeared  to  be  a  meek,  penitent,  humble  Christian.  Another 
member  of  the  family,  a  sister  of  the  wife  before  mentioned, 
is  also  indulging  hope.    Her  husband  started  for  California 
last  spring  and  died  on  the  journey,  besides  these,  a  young 
man,  and  who,  we  trust,  will  be  faithful  helper  in  Christ, 
was  examined  to  join  our  church. 

~7e  feel  greatly  encouraged  in  view  of  these  mercy  drops. 
Our  feeble  church  has  passed  through  sore  afflictions,  but 
we  trust  they  have  been  sanctified." 

Mr.  Thompson's  pastorate  at  Fairfield  covered  a  period 
of  five  years  -  November  '45-Cctober  '50. 

He  began  at  Port  Byron,  Illinois,  November  1,  1850. 

His  only  report  from  this  field  was  published  in  Hay 
of  1851,  and  tells  of  a  glorious  revival  at  Port  Byron. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

"It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  come  down  in  his  power,  and  many  stout 
hearts  have  been  bowed.    Many  family  altars  are  being 
erected.    Some  of  our  prominent  citizens  are  coming  out 
on  the  side  of  Qhrist;  many  young  men  and  young  women  are 
giving  themselves  to  the  Lord;  and  most  of  the  youth  in 
our  village  are  among  the  inquirers.     Eleven  have  already 
been  examined  for  church  membership.    Out  Llethodist  and 
Baptist  brethren  enter  into  the  work,  and  their  families 
are  blessed." 
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A  neighboring  pastor  writing  at  a  later  date,  gives 
the  following  additional  statement: 

"Salvation  is  flowing  up  and  down  this  great  valley, 
and  all  the  churches  are  sharing  the  blessing.     I  have  just 
returned  from  Port  Byron,  where  I  have  been  laboring  in  the 
spiritual  harvest.    The  Lord  is  pouring  out  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit upon  that  place  in  great  power  and  glory.     It  is  hoped 
that  from  thirty  to  forty  in  that  town  and  vicinity  have 
come  to  Jesus.    This  refreshing  from  on  high  commenced 
in  a  school  house,  about  four  miles  back  from  the  river 
in  the  country,  and  is  now  going  on  in  town  gloriously." 

The  next  mention  of  Bffr.  Thompson  in  the  home  Mission- 
ary is  an  account  of  his  death;  which  is  as  follows: 

"Rev.  William  A.  Thompson,  late  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Port  Byron,  Rock  Island  Co.,  111.,  came  to  his  lamen- 
ted death  by  drowning,  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  while  on 
his  return  from  a  meeting  of  his  Association,  at  Albany, 
about  twenty  miles  north  of  Port  Byron,    Mr*  Thompson, 
being  alo.ne  in  his  own  private  conveyance ,  the  immediate 
circumstances  attending  this  afflictive  dispensation, 
can  never  oe  certainly  known;  and  the  event  itself  was 
for  some  time  involved  in  painful  mystery,  in  consequence 
of  his  horse  and  vehicle  having  been  found  safely  secured 
in  the  side  of  the  stream,  which  he  would  nave  had  to  leave 
in  crossing.    There  no  longer  remains  any  doubt,  however, 
that  on  coming  to  the  stream,  which  he  found  suddenly  swol- 
len by  the  rains,  he  left  his  horse  upon  the  bank,  and  at- 
tempted himself  to  cross  in  a  small  boat,  for  the  purpose  of 
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obtaining  the  assistance  of  a  ferryman  from  the  other  side; 
and  that  in  this  attempt,  more  hazardous  probably  than  he 
v;as  aware ,  he  was  overcome  and  carried  away  by  the  violence 
of  the  current.    This  sad  disaster  has  occasioned  a  deep  and 
lasting  sorrow,  not  only  to  the  beloved  family  and  circle 
of  relatives,  from  whom  the  deceased  was  thus  suddenly  snat- 
ohed  away,  but  to  the  people  of  his  late  charge,  who  nave 
lost  in  nim  an  esteemed  and  devoted  pastor,  and  to  the  whole 
ecclesiastical  connection,  of  which  he  was  a  valued  and 
efficient  member. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  one  of  the  'Iowa  Band,1   fa  mistake) 
who  went  out  under  commission  from  the  American  Home  I.Iission 
ary  Society,  in  the  autumn  of  1843;  and  he  labored  in  this 
connection  until  the  time  of  his  death;  having  been  first, 
for  two  years,  in  a  wide  and  destitute  field,  at  Troy  and 
vicinity,  in  Iowa,  and  afterwards  in  .Fairfield,  in  the  same 
State,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  until  1850,  when  we  went 
to  Port  Byron,  in  Illinois,  separated  from  Iowa  only  by 
the  Llississippi .     In  all  these  different  fields  of  labor, 
he  endured  hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ, 
subjecting  himself  to  great  self-denial  and  unwearied  ef- 
forts in  his  work.    His  labors,  during  his  life,  were  re- 
peatedly owned  and  blessed  from  on  high,  and  great  and  a- 
biding  fruits  are  yet  to  oe  witnessed  in  time,  as  the  result 
of  the  earnest  instrumentality  he  put  forth  in  the  planting 
and  nourishing  of  churches,  destined,  for  ages  to  come,  to 
constitute  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth  in  that  ris- 
ing community. " 
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Brother  Sphraim  Adams  in  his  Iov/a  Band,  has  the  follow- 
ing record  of  this  event: 

"William  A.  Thompson  died  Hay  3,  185E.    All  who  were 
in  the  state  at  that  time  remember  the  mystery  that  shroud- 
ed this  calamity.     Judging  from  his  intentions  when  he  left 
home,  and  the  position  of  his  horse  and  buggy  when  found, 
it  was  thought  that  he  must  have  been  drowned  in  attempting 
to  row  a  frail  skiff  across  an  arm  o  f  the  Mississippi,  in 
high  water  and  a  boisterous  wind.    There  were  suspicious  of 
foul  play,  but  they  were  not  regarded  as  well  founded.  For 
weeks  search  was  made  for  his  body  in  vain.    The  following 
June,  as  the  brethren  were  holding  their  annual  Association 
at  Muscatine,  a  few  were  walking,  at. a  leisure  hour,  by  the 
river's  side,  when  a  human  body  was  seen  floating  towards 
the  bank.    VJas  it,  could  it  be,  that  of  their  brother? 
This  was  the  question  that  flashed  on  their  minds.     It  soon 
appeared  almost  to  a  certainty  that  it  was  even  so;  yet  to 
identify  the  body  was  difficult.     Of  the  signs,  they  were 
not  absolutely  sure.    A  garment  sent  to  the  anxious,  weary 
wife  established  the  fact.    Thus,  sixty  miles  below  where 
the  sad  accident  occured,  God  brought  to  us  the  consolation 
that  at  least  the  body  of  our  brother  had  been  found.  I7e 
buried  it  in  the  same  ground  where  was  buried  the  first 
sister  taken.    Brother  Thompson  was  a  good  man,  humble, 
earnest  and  prayerful.     Entering  the  state  at  the  same  time 
with  the  brethren  of  the  Band,  he  was  reckoned  as  one  of 
them.    His  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  all." 

One  of  the  brethren  present  at  the  meeting  at  LIuscatine 
reports  the  event  in  the  following  language: 
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"A  circumstance  occured  on  Saturday  morning,  that  gave 
great  solemnity  to  the  subsequent  exercises,  and  made  an 
indelible  impression  on  every  mind.    The  body  of  Rev,  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  was  drowned  five  weeks  before,  cam  ashore  at 
I.Iuscatine,  and  was  recognized  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Association.     It  seemed  a  marked  providence  that  it  should, 
after  so  long  a  time,  and  after  having  floated  more  than 
sixty  miles  in  this  great  thnrroughf  are ,  and  passing  several 
towns,  have  finally  been,  as  it  were,  brought  to  our  very 
doors,  while  we  were  in  session.     It  seemed  to  be  the  voice 
of  Ood  speaking  to  those  with  whom  the  deceased  had  been  as- 
sociated, and  warning  them  to  watch,  and  admonishing  them 
to  do  with  their  might  what  their  hands  find  to  do.  ?uneral 
exercises  were  had  in  the  cemetery  on  the  Sabbath  morning, 
early.    Ihe  deceased  was  once  a  fellow  laborer  with  us  in 
this  State,  much  beloved  and  respected,  and  entirely  devoted 
to  his  work.    Appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
Association  in  reference  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  left  a  widow,  who  went  out  with  him 
from  the  East,  cheerfully  sharing  in  the  privations  and  toils 
of  a  Home  i-issionary,  and  who  now  survives,  with  two  small 
children  to  mourn  his  early  death." 

The  resolutions  adopted  Dy  the  Association  were  in 
part  as  follows: 

,,T7hile  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss  of  our  beloved  brother, 
we  recognize  the  hand  of  Providence  in  bringing  his  remains 
to  our  very  doors,  while  in  session  at  our  Annual  convoca- 
tion, to  remind  us  that  there  is  but  a  step  between  us  and 
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death,  and  that  whatsoever  our  hands  find  to  do,  we  should 
do  it  with  our  might. 

We  will  cherish  with  affection  the  memory  of  the  pa- 
tience, meekness,  humility,  and  devotion  to  his  Llaster's 
work,  which  so  signally  marked  the  character  of  our  depart- 
ed brother,  and  "by  which,  though  dead,  he  yet  speaketh." 

"Brother  Thompson, "  says  Brother  Adams,  "was  a  good 
man,  humble ,  earnest  and  faithful." 

Judging  from  his  reports  and  the  records  that  have  come 
down  to  us,  I  would  add:    he  was  evidently  a  simple  hearted 
man;  a  lover  of  children;  Sunday  school  work  his  specialty. 
He  also  was  evidently  a  man  of  clear  mind,  and  good  dic- 
tion, and  spiritual  vision,  and  real  force  of  character; 
ana  he  also  had  a  part  in  the  making  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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2. 

With  the  Band,  came  W.A.Thompson;  the  first  after  the 
Band,  and  in  the  same  year  with  Hill  and  Ripley,  came  into 
our  ministry, 

George  B.  Hitchcock. 
He  was  horn  in  Great  Barrington,  llassachusetts ,  January 
9,  1812. 

In  early  days  the  family  came  to  Illinois  and  came 
under  the  influence  of  Illinois  college  at  Jacksonville. 

In  1837  the  establishment  -  for  such  the  household 
was  -  was  set  up  in  Iowa. 

The  father  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  learning  and  re- 
ligion; and  naturally  the  children  followed  his  example. 

One  of  the  sons,  Allen  B. ,  graduated  from  Illinois 
college  in  1838,  and,  '41~?49.,  was  pastor  at  Davenport, 
and  was  for  many  years  pastor  at  Moline,  Illinois. 

George  3.  attended  college  at  Jacksonville  for  a  time, 
hut  he  could  not  take  the  full  course  on  account  of  sickness. 
Two  of  his  brothers  were  farmers  in  Scott  county,  iowa,  and 
another  brother,  as  we  have  seen,  was  pastor  at  Davenport; 
so  he  also  took  up  his  residence  in  Scott  county  (1841)  and 
started  out  to  be  a  farmer.     In  this  occupation  his  health 
was. in  a  good  measure  restored. 

Julius  A.  Reed  sets  the  date  of  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Hitchcock's  ministry,  at  November  14,  1844.     That  was  the 
date  of  his  first  commission.    Before  that,  however,  unor- 
dained  and  unlicensed,  from  his  home  on  the  farm  he  had 
supplied  destitute  fields  in  the  neighborhoods  about. 
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The  secretaries  at  j\rew  York  date  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry  in  1841.    Whether  they  are  correct  in  this  state- 
ment, is  a  matter  of  some  question. 

I'r.  Hitchcock's  first  commission,  dated  November  14, 
1844,  as  we  have  seen,  was  for  the  newly  organized  church  at 
Oskaloosa.    The  church  was  organized  with  six  members,  Octo- 
ber 27,  1844,  less  than  a  month  before  the  coming  of  Mr. 
Hitchcock. 

The  picture  of  the  Oskaloosa  of  that  day,  is"  sketched 
by  B,  A.  Spaulding  in  the  following  fashion: 

"The  town  is  nearly  100  miles  from  the  Mississippi, 
and  about  six  from  the  Des  I.ioines.     It  has  grov/n  up  since 
the  spring  opened,  and  chiefly  during  the  summer  and  fall. 
A  year  ago  I  passed  over  its  site.    The  fire  had  been  be- 
fore me,  consuming  every  appearance  of  vegetation,  except 
a  few  scattering  stalks,  leaving  a  vast  black  surface.  It 
seemed  the  most  bleak  and  dreary  place  I  ever  saw,  the  very 
picture  of  desolation.    But  its  riches  were  hid  in  its  soil, 
and  in  its  neighboring  forests  and  rivers.    Now,  the  same 
spot  presents  a  cluster  of  newly  made  buildings,  to  a  view 
of  eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  on  the  opposite  sides,  it 
contains  a  population  of  not  less  than  50,  perhaps  100  or 
more,  for  it  increases  so  fast  as  to  oe  scarcely  two  days  a- 
like,  and  is  constant  hardly  long  enough  to  be  counted. 
There  are  already  four  stores  (and  a  grocery)  embracing  a 
respectable  amount  of  capital,  affording  'a  large  assortment 
of  such  goods  as  are  usually  sold  in  the  ,7estem  country'  , 
and  offering  'great  bargains.'     ^iach  of  these  will  of  course 
sell  as  cheap  as  any  other,  and  all  'cheaper  that  the  cheap- 
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est.'     There  are  mechanics  of  various  trades,  and  gentlemen 
of  different  professions,  especially  the  law.    Two  saw-mills 
of  different  streams,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  torn,  each 
about  five  miles  distant,  have  been  in  operation  for  some 
months,  one  for  more  than  a  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  a 
flouring  mill  will  be  started  soon." 

In  his  first  published  report  from  Oskaloosa  (November 
1845)  Mr 4  Hitchcock  says: 

"Ily  labors  have  been  much  the  same  as  they  were  during 
the  preceding  quarter,  viz:     three  sermons  on  the  Sabbath  and 
a  Bible  class;  and  during  the  week,  what  time  I  can  spare 
from  my  study  is  employed  in  visiting  and  distributing  tracts. 

There  has  been  less  apparent  attention  to  the  subject 
of  religion  that  previously,  the  attention  of  the  entire  com- 
munity having  been  occupied  with  making  preparations  for 
the  land  sale,  which  will  take  place  in  October.    We  look 
for  better  times  after  that.    Notwithstanding  the  excite- 
ment upon  this  subject,  my  congregations  have  been  increas- 
ing in  numbers,  until  the  average  is  about  one  hundred  in 
town,  and  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  at  my  country  appointments. 

On  the  whole,  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  interests  of 
the  cause  of  Ghrist  afe  advancing,  and  that  ere  long  the 
seed  that  is  now  being  sown  will  spring  up  and  bring  forth 
an  abundant  harvest;  may  the  Lard  of  l^ion  hasten  the  time 
of  ingathering  in  these  ends  of  the  earth i 

The  Iowa  Pioneer  rhalans,  or  Courier  Settlement,  dis- 
solved their  compact  about  the  10th  of  May  last,  satisfied 
that  the  system  would  not  work  either  to  the  satisfaction 
or  advantage  of  the  individuals  concerned;  or,  to  use  the 
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language  of  one  that  had  been  a  member  of  the  company,  'it 
would  not  do  while  men  remained  as  selfish  as  they  were  now.  1 

It  is  truly  a  matter  of  gratitude  to  God  that  so  many 
mistaken  schemes  are  falling  to  the  ground,  and  that  the 
true  principles  of  the  religion  of  Christ  are  becoming  dai- 
ly more  known  and  regarded  by  the  community  at  large." 

In  the  winter  of  '45  and  '46  he  reports  again: 

"I  was  attacked  very  violently  on  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  not  able  to  leave  my  room  for  six  weeks, 
and  then  my  strength  returned  so  slovrly  that  it  was  three 
months  before  I  could  perform  the  more  public  duties  of  my 
profession.    Five  out  of  seven  in  my  family  have  been  sick. 
The  sickness  has  been  very  severe  in  this  vicinity  during 
the  last  part  of  the  season,  so  as  to  cause  a  suspension  of 
most  of  the  religious  exercises  of  the  place.     The  Sabbath 
school  and  Bible  class  were  dismissed  and  will  not  be  com- 
menced again  until  spring,  when  we  hope  they  will  be  com- 
menced, never  again  to  be  disbanded. 

Besides  preaching  in  this  place  regularly,  I  have  made 
it  a  point  to  preach  and  visit  all  the  settlements  in  which 
there  are  any  members  of  our  denomination,  and  distribiite 
tracts  among  the  families  that  I  visited,     m  this  way  I 
have  ueen  permitted  to  present  the  claims  of  the  Gospel  to 
many  of  the  citizens  of  this  county.    Liy  congregations  have 
varied  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  are 
becoming  more  and  more  attentive  to  the  things  spoken  in 
the  name  of  Christ.    There  are  some  encouraging  prospects  at 
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present.     I  have  preached  about  one  hundred  sermons;  attend- 
ed a  Bible  class;  distributed  seven  or  eight  thousand  pages 
of  tracts,   (my  stock  then  gave  out.)     I  have  visited  most 
of  the  families  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  this  place, 
and  found  great  pleasure  in  conversing  with  them  upon  the 
subject  of  religion,  but  am  often  pained  to  find  those  who 
were  professors  in  the  East  living  in  the  entire  neglect  of 
all  christian  duty,  and  even  unwilling  to  bear  the  christ- 
ian name  in  this  country.    There  have  been  three  added  to 
the  church  by  profession  during  the  year,  making  our  present 
number,  nine.     There  are  some  others  that  will  unite  soon." 

In  November  of  '46  he  is  at  the  end  of  his  second  year, 
and  reports: 

"I  have  just  closed  another  year  of  missionary  labor  in 
this  and  rising  territory.     It  is  truly  an  interesting  field 
of  labor.    The  rapidity  with  which  the  country  is  filling 
up,  together  with  the  importance  of  giving  a  right  moral 
and  religious  direction  to  society  in  its  formation,  make 
the  newer  portions  of  Iowa  very  interesting,  as  well  as 
important  and  responsible  fields  of  missionary  effort. 

There  has  been  out  little  interest  in  this  community, 
during  the  last  quarter,  on  moral  subjects.    Politics  have 
engrossed  almost  entirely  the  public  mind;  but  the  struggle 
is  over,  and  we  may  look  forward  to  better  time. 

Temperance  and  Sabbath  schools  have  steadily  progressed 
in  interest  and  efficiency. 

I  have  travelled  considerably  through  the  new  counties 
west  of  me,  and  find  a  great  moral  waste,     it  has  filled  up 
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with  an  unlooked  for  rapidity,  and  with  an  enterprising 
people;  "but  Congregationalism  is  hardly  known  in  the  whole 
region.     I  have  preached  to  many  congregations  that  never 
heard  a  Congregationalist  before,  and  were  astonished  to 
learn  that  we  were  the  sane  order  as  the  Puritan  settlers 
of  Hew  Engla.ndt  and  that  they  are  so  numerous  in  the  States. 

The  people  are  anxious  to  have  preaching,  and  have 
often  invited  me  to  preach  in  their  settlements,  and  I  have 
done  it  to  the  extent  of  my  ability. 

The  principal  settlements  are  in  Ilarion,  Polk  and  Jas- 
per counties,  and  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  demand  the 
labors  of  two  strong  missionaries.     There  is  no  doubt  "out 
their  labors  would  result  in  great  good,  not  only  to  the 
people  themselves,  but  to  the  state  at  large.     There  are 
some  professors  of  religion  of  our  order  scattered  through 
each  of  these  counties  who  may  form  a  nucleus  aroung  which 
a  church  may  be  built  up  that  will  exert  a  salutary  influence 
on  the  ~;hole  community,  both  now  and  hereafter." 

In  the  next  report   (July  '47)  we  see  brother  Hitchcock 
fairly  rivaling  Oliver  Emerson  and  B.A.  Spaulding  in  his 
missionary  labors,  travels,  and  visions,  covering  ground 
where  there  are  today  more  than  two  score  Congregational 
churches,  to  say  nothing  of  the  hundreds  of  those  of  ot- 
her denominations.    Eis  commission  for  this  year  reads: 
"Congregational  church,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.    Destitute  coun- 
ties on  the  Des  Moines  river."    In  this  report  he  says: 

"I  find  by  the  commission  I  have  just  received,  that 
I  have  a  large  field  to  cultivate,  and  perhaps  you  would 
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to  know  something  about  the  prospect  of  usefulness  in  these 
new  counties. 

By  afflicting  myself  and  family  with  severe  sickness, 
Parovidence  has  prevented  my  doing  as  much  in  these  new 
settlements  as  I  could  wish. 

She  principal  settlements  are  in  the  counties  of  llarion, 
Jasper  and  Polk.    Llarion  has  a  population  of  ah  out  2000. 
This  county  will  admit  a  dense  population,  the  Des  l.'oines 
River  passing  through  it  a  little  north-erast  of  the  centre. 
It  is  24  miles  square  and  the  land  is  of  the  first  quality. 
Knosville ,  the  seat  of  justice,  is  in  a  pleasant  location  and 
is  thriving.     Red  Rock  is  in  Llarion  county,  situated  on  the 
Des  Lloines,  and  bids  fair  to  be  a  place  of  some  importance. 
It  is  now  the  seat  of  Infidelity  for  the  Few  Purchase,  and 
will  need  a  very  judicious  course  of  ministerial  labor  to 
effect  a  change  in  its  moral  aspect,    i'here  has  been  some 
effort  to  exclude  preaching  from  the  place.     TJhen  I  first 
visited  it,  I  found  that  there  was  a  combination  of  indi- 
viduals, comprising  most  of  the  community,  who  had  agreed 
to  use  their  efforts  to  break  up  any  religious  meeting  that 
might  he  held  there.     I  however  preached  to  a  goodly  number, 
and  saw  no  other  indications  Of  an  outbreak  than  that  one 
of  the  ringleaders  had  given  himself  the  rickets  by  placing 
a  pillow  under  his  coat  on  his  shoulders,  probably  as  a 
watchword  for  action.    But  all  seemed  so  much  interested 
in  the  subject,   (which  was  'the  love  of  God  in  the  gift  of 
his  Son,')  that  they  gave  the  best  attention  to  the  close, 
and  dispersed,  evidently  feeling  that  the  Christian  had  a 
great  advantage  over  the  infidel. 
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I  should  have  mentioned  that  this  club  had  just  before 
succeeded  in  breaking  up  a  meeting  of  a  Baptist  brother  in 
a  most  blasphemous  manner,     I  have  several  other  preaching 
places  in  the  county;  the  above  are  the  most  important. 

Jasper  lies  north  of  LLarion,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
counties  of  land  in  this  State,  its  area  is  24  by  30  miles. 
There  are  several  good  settlements  in  this  county,  though 
there  are  no  towns  except  Newton  City,  the  seat  of  justice; 
and  it  is  but  just  located  and  has  not  made  much  progress 
yet.    The  most  important  settlements  are  Lime  Grove,  31k 
Grove,  Ohio  Grove,  and  North  Fork  Settlements.    These  are, 
all  of  them,  important  points,  where  the  Gospel  ought  to 
be  preached  every  Sabbath.    There  are  several  other  smaller 
settlements  in  this  county  where  the  people  would  be  glad 
to  have  preaching;   out  it  is  impossible  for  me  tc  supply 
every  place  place  as  often  as  the  interests  of  the  cause 
demands . 

Polk  county  lies  west  of  Jasper,  and  is  18  by  24  miles. 
The  junction  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Raccoon  Rivers  is  near 
the  center  of  this  county,  and  it  is  esteemed  the  Pitts- 
burg of  Iowa.    The  county  seat  is  located  on  the  point  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  and  is  called  Port  Des  Moines.  The 
geographical  centre  of  tne  State  of  iowa  is  probably  in 
this  county.     (The  geographical  centre  of  the  state  is  at 
State  Centre,  in  Marshall  county,  about  50  miles  northeast 
of  Des  Moines. J     It  is  a  good  county  of  land,  and  is  fast 
filling  up  with  an  intelligent  population.     Jfnere  are 
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several  good  settelements  besides  Fort  Des  Moines,  where 
I  design  to  have  regular  preaching  as  often  as  I  can  get 
round,  which  will  be  (when  there  is  no  preventing  Providence) 
once  in  four  weeks.    rJhe  Three-river  country,  which  lies  in 
this  county  south  of  the  Des  i.-Oines,  is  well  settled,  and  is 
an  important  field  for  a  missionary.     It  would  be  well  if 
one  could  be  placed  there  to  devote  his  time  to  the  settle- 
ments south  of  the  river. 

My  plan  of  operations,  at  present,  is  to  pass  up  the 
north  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  there 
cross  over  and  come  down  on  the  south  side,  occupying  four 
weeks  in  each  tour.    This,  I  presume,  you  will  think  is  too 
long  a  time  for  preaching  to  nave  its  designed  effect,  out 
it  is  as  often  as  I  can  visit  the  different  settlements 
of  the  tnree  counties  above  mentioned.     In  order  to 
occupy  the  ground  as  it  should  be,  at  least  two  more 
ministers  are  needed.    Each  of  these  counties  ought  to 
have  a  judicious,  energetic  missionary,  in  order  to  re- 
tain the  ground  we  cultivate,  and  it  is  with  the  hope 
that  there  will  oe  such  supply  that  i  have  been  induced  to 
extend  my  labors  over  so  wide  a  field.     I  hope  your  Socie- 
ty will  be  able  to  send  two  missionaries  to  the  F.evr  Pur- 
chase in  the  spring." 

In  the  fall  of  1847  Mr.  Hitchcock  takes  on  Sddyville. 
His  commission  for  the  double  field,  Oskaloosa  and  Eddyville, 
is  dated  November  14,  1847.    Triting  from  Eddyville  early 
in  1848,  he  reports: 

"There  has  been  an  increasing  attendance  upon  preaching 
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both  here  and  at  Oskaloosa,  which  indicates  a  favorable 
state  of  the  public  mind,  while,  we  trust,  Christians 
have  been  strengthened  and  built  up  in  the  most  holy  faith, 
cur  Sabbath  schools  nave  been  more  than  usually  prosperous, 
considering  the  embarrassing  circumstances  under  which  they 
have  been  placed.     The  llethodist  Drethren  have  established 
schools  of  their  own,  and,  of  course,  drew  largely  upon 
our  numbers,  both  of  teachers  and  scholars;  and  it  was  feared 
for  a  time  that  it  would  entirely  break  up  the  Union  schools 
with  which  we  were  connected;  but  the  result  has  shown  on 
increase  of  effort  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  interested 
in  those  schools,  which  is  truly  gratifying,  and  which  has 
sustained,  to  a  great  degree,  the  numbers,  and  even  increa- 
sed, and  we  trust,  their  usefulness. 

The  temperance  cause  has  continued  to  promote  the  good 
of  puDlic  morals.     The  question  of  license  was  decided  in 
the  negative;  and  thus  the  liquor  dealers  are  deprived  of 
the  authority  of  law  to  prosecute  their  unholy  calling. 
But  that  does  not  stop  the  traffic*     intoxicating  drinks 
are  still  sold,  and  some  are  going  to  the  drunkard's  grave; 
but  still  the  cause  of  sobriety  nas  advanced,  and  drunken- 
ness and  immorality  are  less  open  and  less  frequent  than 
before . 

The  first  half  of  the  year  was  remarkable  for  sickness, 
which  was  more  fatal  than  I  had  ever  before  witnessed  -  indi- 
viduals dying  in  24  or  36  hours  after  they  were  attacked  - 
the  disease  usually  terminating  on  the  brain.     The  summer 
and  fall  months,  however,  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  and 
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we  have  been  permitted  to  see  the  goodness  of  Grod  in  all 
our  dwellings.    Never  before  have  the  religious  interests 
of  the  place  suffered  so  little  by  sickness  as  during  the 
past  season.    But  once,  the  Sabbath  exercises  have  been 
influenced  by  it.     une  of  the  members  of  our  church  died 
last  Saturday  in  the  full  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality. 
;hile  living,  sne  had  been  an  exemplary  Christian,  and  died 
trusting  in  the  merit  of  Christ  as  her  only  nope.    As  a 
church  we  feel  deeply  afflicted  under  this  despensation  of 
Divine  Providence,  out  would  say,   'the  Lord  hath  done  all 
things  well;  let  us  magnify  his  name  for  evermore.1" 

About  the  first  of  September,  a  deputation  from  the 
Separate  Christian  Church  of  Holland  visited  this  vicinity 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  selection  of  land  for  tne  set- 
tlement of  a  colony  of  that  persecuted  people,     They  made 
a  purchase  of  land  (two  townsnips,  or  72  sections,;  in  the 
nortn-east  part  of  i.-aricn  Co.,  about  18  miles  from  uskaloosa; 
and  about  500  or  600  persons  of  acolony  of  900  which  emi- 
grated from  Holland,  are  on  the  purchase;  wnile  some  300 
or  400  have  stopped  in  St.  Louis  to  winter,     They  will  more 
up  in  the  spring,     They  expect  another  company  of  1,500  or 
2,000  to  emigrate  to  this  country  in  the  spring.     They  ap- 
pear, thus  far,  to  be  a  truly  godly  people,  and  promise  to 
be  a  valuable  accession  to  the  religious  influence  of  this 
portion  of  the  state.    Mr.  Sholte,  their  minister,  a  man 
of  strong  mind,  warm  heart  and  devoted  piety.     They  leave 
Holland  on  account  of  persecution.     They  appear  to  be  Orth- 


so 

odox  Calvinists  in  doctrine,  and  Puritan  Independents  in 
church  polity.    (The  principal  reason  why  they  left  their 
native  land,  however,  was  that  their  children  were  deprived 
of  a  religious  education;  if  they  were  educated  at  all,  they 
must  he  educated  in  government  schools;  and  in  them  the  re- 
ligion of  the  state  must  he  taught.     Bather  than  have  their 
children  educated  under  the  baneful  doctrines  of  Rationalism, 
they  have  left  their  homes  for  a  strange  land.    Ehey  have 
Drought  their  teachers  with  them,  and  they  appear  to  he  men 
of  an  excellent  spirit.     In  a  word,  Puritan  simplicity  seams 
to  pervade  the  whole  community.     Indeed,  I  have  some  times 
thought  that  this  church  might  he  the  product  of  the  seed 
sown  by  our  Puritan  fathers. 

It  is  pleasant  to  think  that  after  the  lapse  of  230 
years,  we  may  offer  those  a  home  of  freedom  whose  ancestors 
once  sheltered  all  those  dear  interests'  which  we  so  much 
value  and  so  richly  enjoy.    May  they  here  obtain  all  the 
privileges  and  blessings  of  thos  institutions  that  were  to 
a  good  degree  matured  under  the  fostering  care  of  their 
ancestors I" 

The  associations  of  the  Pella  community  with  Congrega- 
tionalism, has  been  mostly  through  Iowa  College.    Many  of  the 
children  of  these  ..olland  families  have  graduated  from  our 
college,  and  a  good  man;-  of  them  have  thus  become  indenti- 
fied  with  the  worlc  of  our  churches  in  the  State;  though  the 
Hollanders  as  a  whole  hold  tenaciously  to  their  Reform  Church, 
and  they  hold  tenaciously  to  their  Holland  language. 

In  the  summer  of  '48,  he  reports  again,  calling  for 
more  laborers: 
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"The  demand  for  preaching  has  been  more  general  and 
importunate  this  spring  than  ever  before,  and  I  feel  more 
deeply  than  ever  the  importance  of  strength  of  body  and  of 
mind,  as  well  as  more  grace,  to  perform  the  duties  of  my  of- 
fice.    Remember  me  in  your  prayers,  that  I  may  be  enabled 
to  cultivate  this  increasingly  important  field.  Monroe 
county  is  rapidly  filling  up  with  an  enterprising,  intelli- 
gent population.     There  ought  to  be  preaching  at  several 
places  in  that  county,  without  delay.      There  is  a  prospect 
of  forming  a  church  at  irrinceton  soon;  it  is  the  county 
seat  of  Lionroe,  and  will  oe  a  pleasant  village.     I  have 
preached  at  Oskaloosa  one  half  of  the  time  up  to  the  present 
but  hope  to  be  released  soon  by  the  arrival  of  another  mini- 
ster, to  take  charge  of  that  church  and  look  after  the  in- 
terests of  religion  in  that  county  (Llahaskal) 

Mr.  Hitchcock  was  relieved  from  the  Oskaloosa  end 
of  his  field  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  by  the  coming  of 

Rev.  'Tilliam  Apthorp  whose  commission  was  dated  October 
16,  1848. 

?or  the  year  1849  there  is  no  record. 
In  the  spring  of  1850  he  reports  from  Sddyville 
as  follows: 

"As  you  are  aware,  our  little  church  had  been  dis- 
tracted for  some  months  by  internal  feuds  and  mutual 
jealousies.     These  difficulties  were  healed  only  by  the 
loss  of  five  members,   (one-third  of  our  whole  number,) 
which  seemed  for  a  time  to  threaten  our  entire  dissolution. 
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Tever  have  we  been  called  to  pass  through  such  a  trial  he- 
fore  ,  and  may  the  Great  Head  of  the  Ohurch  spare  us  the  pain 
of  another  such1.    On  account  of  these  troubles,  together  with 
some  other  circumstances,  I  felt  that  my  way  was  hedged  up 
in  this  place,  and  determined  to  spend  some  time  in  one  of 
the  settlements,  where  I  have  a  monthly  appointment.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  of  February,  I  gave  notice  that  at  my 
regular  appointment  for  the  next  month  I  would  commence  on 
Thursday  night,  and  preach  a  course  of  sermons,  continuing 
from  night  to  night  until  completed.     Soon  after  this  notice 
v/as  given,  I  was  afflicted  with  a  severe  influenza,  which 
prevented  me  from  speaking  above  a  whisper  for  several  days, 
and  felt  extremely  unfit,  when  the  time  appointed  came,  to 
enter  upon  the  promised  effort.    But  the  word  was  out,  and 
I  must  go  forward,  trusting  to  aid  from  above.     The  prospect 
to  human  view  was  very  dark  and  unporpitious .    The  I.lethod- 
ists  had  a  meeting  in  progress  in  town,  about  three  miles 
from  the  settlement,  and  many  of  the  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood were  prevented  from  attending  meeting  by  the  prevail- 
ing sickness;  this  was  peculiarly  true  of  professors  of  re- 
ligion.   There  were  but  two  or  three  professors  present  at 
my  first  appointment.    Thus  all  human  aid  was  cut  off,  and 
I  was  left  to  cast  all  my  care  upon  the  Lord;  and  he  per- 
mitted me  to  see,  in  a  most  wonderful  manner  his  power  to 
save  even  without  human  instrumentality.     On  the  first  even- 
ing, it  was  manifest  that  the  noly  Spirit  was  present,  send- 
ing the  truth,  like  a  sharp  arrow,  to  the  hearts  of  sinners. 
The  interest  continued  to  increase  as  the  meeting  advanced, 
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until  all  seemed  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  their  need  of 
Christ,  and  several  were  led  to  inquire  what  they  must  do 
to  be  saved?    In  view  of  these  facts,  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  protract  the  effort  much  longer  than  my  original 
design.    Accordingly,  the  meetings  continued  eleven  days  - 
preaching  every  night  and  in  visiting  through  the  day, 
from  house.. to  house.    Brother  Apthorp  very  kindly  preached 
for  me  twice,  which  was  a  great  relief  to  me  in  my  feeble 
state  of  health.    As  the  result  of  this  effort,  several 
persons  have  professed  a  hope  in  Christ,  and  others  are  in 
an  inquiring  state  of  mind.    Two  of  the  number  have  united 
?;ith  the  church,  and  others  are  expecting  to  unite  hereafter. 
Some  have  joined  other  churches.    At  our  last  communion 
there  were  nine  added  to  the  church,  seven  by  letter  and 
two  by  profession,  making  the  present  number  of  members 
nineteen.    Thus  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  take  away  our 
reproach,  and  grant  us  his  most  gracious  aid  in  our  time  of 
need. " 

In  October  and  November  of  this  year  Mr.  Hitchcock  ac- 
companied Superintendent  Julius  A.  Reed  on  that  famous  tour 
of  exploration,  starting  from  Eddyville  on  October  14th, 
through  southern  Iowa,  following  the  old  llormon  Trail  to 
Council  Bluffs.    This  tour  is  fully  reported  in  the  sketch 
of  Mr.  Reed  in  volume  I. 

Ho  doubt  this  trip  had  to  do  with  transporting  him  to 
those  more  western  regions  in  later  years. 

There  is  no  report  for  1851. 

Early  in  1852  he  writes: 
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"The  Quarter  which  has  just  closed,  has  "been  one  of  some 
interest,  and  we  hope,  advancement.    Our  congregations,  "both 
in  town  and  country,  have  "been  more  full  and  regular  than 
heretofore.    Regularity  on  the  part  of  those  "'ho  do  not  be- 
long to  the  church,  is  very  uncommon  in  this  country.  ITe 
seldom  have  the  same  congregations  to  preach  to  twice  in 
succession.     This  roving  dispostion  will  soon  place,  we 
trust,  to  a  steady  attendance  upon  the  word  and  ordinances 
of  God's  house;  so  that  those  who  now  only  hear  occasion- 
ally a  sermon,  will  be  brought  under  a  continued  influence 
of  G-ospel  truth. 

Three  were  added  to  our  church  at  our  last  communion, 
which  was  an  interesting  season  to  the  church  and  the  com- 
munity. 

The  present  winter  has  been  the  coldest  experienced 
in  Iowa  since  the  winter  of  1842  and  '43.     In  consequence 
of  the  extreme  cold,  we  have  been. obliged  to  abandon  the 
house  which,  we  have  heretofore  occupied,  and  are  now,  by 
invitation,  holding  our  meetings  in  the  Llethodist  meeting 
house.     Our  own  house  is  now  under  contract;  and  we  hope  to 
have  it  finished  early  in  the  coming  season.    The  superin- 
tendence of  this  work,  which  devolves  entirely  on  myself, 
requires  much  of  my  time  and  thoughts  -  too  much,  I  fear, 
for  the  present  benefit  of  the  people  or  of  myself.'  The 
hope,  however,  of  having  a  house  where  we  can  worship  with- 
out molestation,  leads  me  to  take  a  course  which,  under  cir- 
cumstances, I  should  regard  as  unwise.    ,r7e  now  have  to  con- 
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form  to  the  arrangements  of  other  denominations,  so  that 
we  can  have  nothing  like  system  in  our  work,  but  have  to 
fill  up  such  time  as  is  not  occupied  by  others. 

It  will  he  a  heavy  draft  upon  our  little  church  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  their  meeting  house.    Host  of  them  sustained 
losses,  or  failed  to  raise  a  crop  the  last  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  flood  which  swept  through  this  valley  in  the 
summer;  "but  notwithstanding  this,  they  manifest  a  commend- 
able zeal  in  the  work.     Some  of  our  members  who  are  not 
worth  '..3200,  have  subscribed  -^50,  and  will  do  more  if  it  is 
needed.     I  am  encouraged,  from  these  facts,  to  hope  that 
we  shall  oe  able  to  ouild  our  house,  principally,  with  our 
own  means.     'The  people  have  a  mind  to  the  ..ork.1" 

Father  Bice  of  Council  Bluffs  reports  an  accident  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  this  house.    He  says  of  Mr. 
Eitchcock  "Tr.ile  he  was  in  iilddyville  his  people  built  a 
commodious  stone  church.    Co  help  on  the  work  he  often  Join- 
ed the  men  in  the  quarry.    VJhile  thus  engaged  one  day  a 
particle  of  stone  flew  into  one  of  his  eyes  and  destroyed 
the  sight." 

3arly  in  1853  Mr.  Hitchcock  reports  the  meeting  house 
completed.    He  writes: 

"Meeting  house  building  is  a  rather  slow  operation  in 
this  country.    When  I  last  wrote  you,  we  expected  to  have 
our  house  ready  for  use  by  the  first  of  October;  we  did  not 
get  it  finished  until  the  first  of  December.    But  we  have 
got  it  done,  and  are  comfortable  and  happily  situated  in 
this  respect.   .Our  house  was  dedicated  on  the  8th  of  January, 
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Bev.  B,  A.  Spaulding,  of  Ottumwa,  preaching  the  sermon,  from 
Isa.  lvi.,  7.     It  was  a  time  of  interest  to  the  little  church 
here.     The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered 
on  the  next  day,  when  one  was  received  to  the  church  by  let- 
ter, and  three  children  were  baptized;  the  house,  which  will 
seat  200,  was  "/ell  filled  on  both  occasions.     Since  that 
time,  our  congregations  are  much  more  regular,  and  as  a 
consequence,  there  appears  to  be  more  interest  in  reference 
to  religion  than  usual. 

^e  opened  a  Sabbath  school  immediately  after  the  house 
was  dedicated;  I  have  a  Bible  class  in  connection  with  it. 
I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  church  here  may  not  go  forward 
and  soon  be  able  to  support  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel 
without  aid  from  abroad;  for  the  present,  however,  it  will 
be  impossible." 

This  was  Mr;  Hitchcock1 s  last  report  for  Eddyville. 
He  had  been  on  the  Des  I-oines  river  now  for  nine  years,  and 
things  were  getting  old  and  established,  and  he  felt  the 
stirrings  of  desire  for  a  new  field  further  west ,  out  on 
the  frontier. 

To  Mr.  Hitchcock  the  most  attractive  spot  on  his  mis- 
sionary tour  with  Ilr.  Reed  in  1850,  was  the  Indian  Town 
community  where  they  found  along  the  llishnabotna  abundance 
of  timber  and  lime  stone  and  some  sand  stone,  and  some  said 
lead  ore  (which  proved  to  oe  falsn.)     "Here  will  be  a  large 
settlement,  1  said  Ilr.  Heed,  because  there  was  abundance  of 
water  and  timber  and  stone. 

This  is  the  field  to  which  LIr.  Hitchcock  is  now  drawn 
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his  commission  dating  Llay  IS,  1853. 

His  first  report  from  this  Cass  county  field  in  the 
summer  of  '54;  his  place  of  residence  indicated  is  Gold 
Spring  in  the  neighborhood  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lewis. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

"The  first  year  of  missionary  labor  in  my  present  field 
has  come  to  a  close.     I  trust  some  good  has  been  done;  or, 
at  least,  the  way  prepared  for  going  good  hereafter.  This 
is  emphatically  a  new  county;  every  thing  here  is  in  its 
element.    But  few  of  the  people  regard  themselves  as  pre- 
manently  settled,  and  hence  most  of  them  do  not  feel  as 
much  interest  in  religious  and  educational  questions  as 
they  other  wise  would.    As  it  is,  it  is  hard  work  to  create 
and  maintain  an  interest  upon  these  subjects,    another  pro- 
minent obstacle  in  our  path  is  the  impossibility  of  getting 
houses  to  nold  meetings  in.     There  are  many  settlements 
where  good  congregations  could  be  brought  together,  if 
there  were  any  houses  to  accommodate  them.    But  there  are 
but  few  families  who  have  more  than  one  room,  commonly  ab- 
out 16  by  16  feet,  and  in  this  room  there  is  usually  three 
beds,  a  table,  and  some  little  other  furniture,  so  that 
the  space,  in  fact,  is  nearly  filled  up  before  the  congre- 
gation oegins  to  come;  about  twenty-five  persons  is  as  many 
as  can  ordinarily  be  accomodated,     jut  in  this,  and  in  seve- 
ral other  places  where  1  preach,  from  fifty  to  seventy-five 
persons  would  attend  on  preaching  if  they  could  be  accomo- 
dated within  doors.    Few  will  go  to  meeting  if  they  have  to 
sit  in  the  open  air.      e  hope,  however,  that  these  inauspi- 
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cious  circumstances  will  soon  place  to  permance,  enlarge- 
ment, and  prosperity. 

'7e  have  made  no  decisive  more  toward  forming  a  church 
at  this  point,  but  hope  to  oe  able  to  do  so  before  another 
year  closes,     ^'here  are  some  six  or  seven  who  sympathize 
with  us  here,  but  they  do  not  feel  certain  of  remaining, 
and  would  rather  wait  a  little,  and  see  what  their  future 
prospects  are." 

Hot  until  after  two  years  of  labor  in  his  Cass  county 
field,  was  M r.  hitchoock  able  to  organize  a  church,  ihe 
organization  is  at  Lewis;  the  date,  April  11,  1855,  and  the 
membership,  eleven,     lewis  is  the  headquarters  of  his  ex- 
tended missionary  field. 

late  in  the  summer  of  this  year  he  reports: 

"It  is  a  matter  of  encouragement  to  us,  that  our  con- 
gregations are  becoming  more  regular,  and  apparently  more 
attentive.    Another  encouraging  fact  is,  that  the  Prohibi- 
tory liquor  law  is  exerting  a  happy  influence  upon  public 
morals;  and  last  but  not  least,  Llorrnon  rule  is  finally  o- 
verthrown.     Ihey  have  up  to  the  present  time  held  the  offi- 
ces of  the  county,  and  of  course  the  debasing  effects  of 
their  system  have  been  felt  by  the  comunity  generally,  in- 
deed, we  have  felt  that  this  was  our  most  serious  obstacle 
in  building  the  walls  of  Zion.    But  we  trust  that  their  time 
is  past,  and  that  henceforth  we  shall  see  their  influence 
more  and  more  impaired,  until  their  monstrous  fooleries  shall 
be  forgotten  forever.    At  the  last  election  the  question  was, 
Llormon  and  Anti-Mormon.    The  latter  were  entirely  successful; 
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so  that  none  of  the  county  officers  now  are  Llormons.    7e  re- 
gard this  as  a  great  triumph  of  truth  over  error,  and  would 
devoutly  and  thankfully  recognize  the  interposition  of  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  in  bringing  to  naught  the  councils  of  the 
wicked,    llay  we  not  hope  that  this  is  but  the  beginning  of 
victory  over  all  the  powers  of  the  enemy;  and  that  hence- 
forth the  work  of  Christ  shall  prosper  without  let  or  hindrance. 

Permit  me  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  the  destitutions 
of  'Testern  Iowa.     The  Council  Bluffs  Association  embraces 
thirty  five  counties  on  the  western  slope  of  the  State.  It 
covers  an  area  of  about  twenty  one  thousand  square  miles, 
with  a  population  of  about  twenty  thousand  souls.     In  these 
thirty-five  counties  there  are  four  ministers  who  sympathize 
with  your  Society.    These  are  able  to  preach  statedly  in 
eight  counties,  and  to  about  one  thousand  souls;  so  that 
nineteen  twentieths  of  the  population  are  destitute,  so  far 
as  our  faith  is  concerned,  of  the  means  of  grace.  Several 
of  the  counties  in  the  above  statement  have  no  settlements 
yet,  but  there  are  many  points  where  there  is  an  immediate 
demand  for  a  minister.    The  present  is  an  important  time, 
and  we  earnestly  desire  that  it  may  be  improved  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  your  ability.    Of  course,  very  little  ca.n  be 
done  -"ithout  your  aid.    '7e  know  that  you  will  do  all  that 
you  can. 

But  cannot  ministers  suited  to  a  pioneer  missionary  work 
be  found  who,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  for  the  sake  of  souls, 
will  be  glad  to  come  over  and  help  us  to  lay  the  foundations 
of  many  generations?    And  what  christian  heart  or  hand  would 
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not  "be  opened  to  sustain  them  in  so  great  a  work?    Tho  would 
not  covet  the  pleasure  of  looking  down  from  the  seats  of 
glory,  and  seeing  all  this  beautiful  land  subject  to  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  while  every  morning  and  evening  should  wit- 
ness the  incense  of  true  devotion  ascending  from  the  myriad 
family  altars  scattered  over  the  breadth  of  this  land? 

How  long  would  Paul  have  staid  away  from  such  a  field? 
Nothing,  certainly,  but  an  express  refusal  of  permission  by 
the  Holy  G-host ,  would  have  held  him  back.    There  is  his  spi- 
rit?   "There  his  devotion  to  the  great  work  of  human  salva- 
tion?   Oh  that  his  mantle  might  fall  on  many  of  the  sons  of 
the  Church;  that  they  might  hasten  to  enter  this  waste,  and 
with  an  energy  and  zeal  like  his,  transform  it  into  the  gar- 
den of  the  Lord I 

But  if  this  field  is  left  a  little  longer  to  grow  up  to 
noxious  weeds  of  Infidelity,  llormonism,  and  -  to  use  a  Test- 
em  phrase  -  ITothingism,  then  much  labor  must  be  expended, 
and  many  valuable  lives  must  be  worn  out,  to  do  what  woiild 
require  but  little  money  and  few  men  now.    Now  is  the  time. 
Te  shall  pray  for  and  expect  at  least  three  ministers  to  be 
sent  to  Western  Iowa,  and  two  to  Nebraska,  the  coming  Fall* 

We  trust  that  the  extensive  revivals  in  the  East  will 
give  new  impulse  and  vigor  to  missionary  operations;  and  that 
hereafter  you  will  not  be  prevented  l»y  lack  of  money  or  of 
men,  from  filling  all  the  opening  fields  of  the  "Test  without 
delay. IT 

The  same  year,  1855,  late  in  the  fall  he  reports  again, 
still  calling  for  more  men,  and  telling  of  a  college  or  two 
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in  prospect  on  the  Missouri  slopes.    He  writes: 

,,r7e  had  an  interesting  meeting  of  the  Association  at 
Tabor,  on  the  25th  of  October,    llore  than  ordinary  interest 
was  manifested  in  relation  to  a  supply  of  the  destitute  places 
in  our  region  of  the  State.    7e  need  some  five  or  six  minis- 
ters in  "Test em  Iowa  and  Nebraska.    This  field  is  becoming- 
more  and  more  important,  and  will  soon  need  a  large  reinforce- 
ment of  ministers,  to  supply  the  thronging  multitudes  who  are 
pushing  forward  to  these  wide-spread  regions.    Can  you  not 
send  us  a  few  men  now,  to  help  us  in  our  work? 

Wa  hope  to  make  Western  Iowa  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord, 
and  with  as  small  an  outlay  of  foreign  aid  as  possible.  A 
few  men  to  enter  the  field  now,  would  save  jowr  Society  much 
money  and  many  men  hereafter.     One  of  our  churches  has  as- 
sumed the  support  of  their  minister,  and  will  raise  some 
9150  or  0200  for  other  benevolent  objects  during  the  year  - 
the  church  at  Tabor.    This  is  rather  a  colony  church,  and 
of  course  more  favorably  situated  than  any  other  in  this 
part  of  the  State;  still  all  our  churches  are  moving  for- 
ward as  fast  as  could  be  expected  imder  the  circumstances. 

The  prohibitory  liquor  law  is  preventing  much  drunken- 
ness in  -chis  part  of  the  State.    We  have  high  expectations 
of  its  doing  great  good. 

The  cause  of  education  is  beginning  to  interest  the 
people;  and  there  is  some  talk  of  founding  two  colleges  in 
the  western  part  of  Iowa.    7e  begin  to  think  that  the  pre- 
sent is  the  time  for  us  to  secure  funds  for  such  an  enter- 
prise.   Nothing  definite  has  yet  been  done.    Permit  me  to 
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ask  a  question  here.     Is  it  probable  that  a  donation  of 
$£5,000,  to  be  invested  in  lands  for  a  college,  could  be 
secured  in  the  East,  provided  we  could  make  it  apparent 
that  it  would  increase  some  four  or  five  fold  in  five  years? 
We  think  it  would  be  a  great  saving." 

In  the  summer  of  '56  he  reports  again,  this  time  calling 
not  for  missionary  ministers,  but  for  missionary  families  to 
come  and  settle  and  illustrate  the  Gospel  in  their  lives, 
and  to  establish  customs  in  these  new  communities .    lie  writes: 

"We  had  an  accession  of  sic  members  to  our  church,  at 
our  last  communion,  five  by  letter,  and  one  by  profession. 
"e  expect  several  others  to  unite  with  us  at  our  next  com- 
munion season.    TJe  have  been  much  encouraged  in  our  work  by 
the  accession  of  so  many  efficient,  earnest  Christians,  to 
help  forward  the  work  of  God  in  this  new  and  destitute  re- 
gion.   Eow  different  would  be  the  condition  of  the  great 
West,  if  Christians  generally  felt  the  same  obligations  to 
sustain  the  missionary  work  that  these  Christians  express. 
They  seem  to  nave  come  to  the  :Jest  to  labor  in  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord.    Now,  if  every  missionary  who  is  sent  to  labor 
in  a  new  field,  could  have  a  few  consistent  christian  fami- 
lies to  cooperate  with  him,  they  would  mold  the  religious 
character  of  the  community,  and  in  a  very  short  time  be  able 
to  sustain  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel  without  foreign 
aid.    I  apprehend  that  if  the  missionary  spirit  of  our 
churches  was  such,  that  you  could  say  to  any  given  church, 
we  have  commissioned  a  missionary  to  labor  in  a  new  field, 
and  wish  you  to  send  one,  two,  or  three  of  your  most  devo- 
tedly pious  and  enterprising  families  to  cooperate  with  him, 
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the  work  of  Home  Missions  would  assume  a  new  and  far  more 
encouraging  aspect  than  it  has  ever  yet  presented. 

I  am  quite  certain  that,  if  the  good  people  who  have 
recently  settled  here,  had  come  three  years  ago,  we  could 
have  easily  formed  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  the 
county;  but  what  would  have  resulted  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course,  will  now  require  years  of  ardent,  earnest  labor,  and 
much  money  to  accomplish.    Yet  we  hope  to  see  this  object 
accomplished,  and,  with  The  blessing  of  God,  to  make  this 
county  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 

There  are  many  counties  in  7,Testern  Iowa,  where  the  ex- 
periment can  be  tried  yet.    Audubon  on  the  north,  and  Mont- 
gomery on  the  south,  are  just  beginning  to  be  settled.  A 
good  minister,  and  a  few  good  families  to  help  him  in  his 
work,  might,  under  God,  make  these  counties  as  a  cultivated 
field.    And  so  with  many  of  the  counties  of  this  part  of  the 
State." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  what  answer  Mr. 
Hitchcock  got  to  his  query  about  money,  for  investment  in 
lands  to  found  a  college  in  western  Iowa.    No  doubt,  however, 
it  was  the  same  answer  that  .Boston  and  the  East  gave  to  Iowa 
college  when  its  founders  suggested  the  same  method  of  se- 
curing funds  to  start  their  school.     They  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  such  a  speculative  scheme. 

For  two  or  three  years  now  we  hear  nothing  from  the 
lewis  minister.     In  the  fall  of  1860  he  reports  again,  com- 
plaining of  the  exodus  of  nis  men  to  the  mines  of  Colorado. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 
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"One  half  of  the  male  members  of  our  church  went  to  the 
mines  last  Spring,  and  nearly  or  quite  one  half  of  the  men  of 
the  country  were  seeking  gold  in  the  mountains  during  the 
summer.    That  the  result  of  all  this  is  to  be,  is  not  yet 
apparent.     But  we  have  no  doubt  that  (Jod  has  a  wise  and  good 
design  to  accomplish  through  this  gold  furore.    But  it  is  a 
serious  affair  for  our  little  churches,  just  struggling  into 
life.    To  have  one  half,  or,  as  in  our  case,  two  thirds  of 
their  pecuniary  strength  withdrawn,  is  a  trial  which  we  are 
quite  unprepared  to  meet.    But  we  trust  it  will  turn  to  the 
glory  of  (iod  in  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom,  notwith- 
standing tnere  has  been  a  large  emigration  from  our  commun- 
ity, the  attendance  upon  public  worship  has  been  unusually 
good,     indeed,  much  of  the  time  during  the  summer  our  room 
was  too  strait  for  us,  and  many  were  obliged  to  go  away  or 
stand  about  the  wihdovfs,  and  listen  from  outside  the  house, 
xhere  has  been  a  marked  attention,  and  an  increasing  inter- 
est in  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  and  we  trust  the  way 
of  the  .Lord  is  being  prepared,    The  Sunday  school  is  full 
of  interest,  as  well  as  of  number;  our  room  is  well  filled 
with  all  ages,  from  those  wh©  just  oegin  to  talk,  up  to 
gray-haired  men  and  women,     l  have  a  class  of  married  la- 
dies, wno  seem  to  love  the  study  of  the  Bible." 

In  May  of  1861,  having  completed  a  pastorate  of  nine 
years,  he  resigned  at  .Lewis;  and,  as  the  records  appear  to 
show,  was  for  a  year  without  charge,     oust  what  he  was  do- 
ing that  year  I  do  not  know. 

His  commission  for  Lewis  expired  May  13,  '61. 

I — 


45 

In  Hay  of  '65  he  is  commissioned  for  "Olmstead,  and 
3xira,  and  at  Jig  throve,  and  in  Adams  County,  lowa."  'Jhe 
ends  of  his  field  must  have  "been  nearly  a  hundred  miles  a- 
part .    He  probaoly  continued  to  reside  at  x,ev7is. 

Eis  commission  for  the  next  year,  dated  May  1,  1864, 
reads  "Congregational  church  Exira,  and  the  people  in  Cass, 
Shelby,  Pottowattamie ,  and  Adams  counties."    Range  enough 
certainly  for  one  mani 

ITow  there  comes  another  change. 

After  twenty- one  years  of  service  in  lovra  he  passes  on 
to  a  newer  frontier. 

His  commission,  dated  Kay  *65,  places  him  down  at 
Kingston,  i_issouri.     I  think  I  know  what  took  him  down  into 
Llissouri.    Hi  was  by  instinct  and  by  grace  a  Christian 
frontiersman.     "Ee  was,"  as  one  chronicler  says,  "an  active 
factor  in  the  anti-slavery  movement." 

Now  that  the  war  was  over  and  the  slaves  were  free, 
llissouri  would  furnish  a  new  frontier  of  unique  character, 
where  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  minister  to  the  blacks 
as  well  as  to  the  whites. 

Eis  first  report  from  i.-issouri  is  published  in  the 
Home  Missionary,  «uly  '65,  and  is  as  follows: 

"You  will  see  from  the  neading  of  this  sneet  that  1  am 
in  a  new  locality.    "Te  are  just  settled  at  this  place,  and 
have  a  fair  prospect  of  doing  good  in  this  region,     xhere  is 
an  exceeding  destitution  in  Northwestern  ...issouri.     iliere  are 
twenty  counties  north  of  tne  Missouri  river,  and  west  of  the 
east  line  of  Chariton  and  nrtnam  counties,  as  entirely  with- 
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out  the  Gospel  as  the  people  of  India  are,  except  that 
people  nere  have  the  ;5ible  in  their  houses,  though  the  mas- 
ses seldom  read  it.    Ohruches  are  almost  all  disorganized, 
and  the  ministers  have  gone  South,    i^ost  of  the  ministers 
of  this  part  of  the  State  sympathized  with  the  rebellion, 
and  when  public  sentiment  changed  and  the  union  men  assumed 
control,  they  left  tneir  churches,  and  the  members  were 
scattered  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd. 

I'his  portion  of  the  State  is  now  waiting,  and  ready  to 
receive  a  pure  Gospel,    ihere  seems  to  be  a  general  desire 
for  the  institutions  of  religion  unbiassed  by  slavery.  I 
think  a  good  and  true  minister  should,  if  possible,  be 
placed  in  each  of  these  counties  at  once.    The  sooner  the 
better.    This  is  the  year  to  strike  an  effective  blow  for 
Christ  in  northwestern  Missouri. " 

The  following  letter  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  from  his  Mis- 
souri field  is  published  in  the  ITews-Letter  for  August 
1865: 

"77e  now  have  seven  or  eight  churches  in  the  state. 
Three  of  them  have  been  organized  this  spring--one  at 
Brookfield,  one  at  Kingston,  and  one  at  Laclede.     On  the 
first  of  January,  1865,  there  were  but  two  ministers,  now 
there  are  ten.    There  should  be  one  hundred  more  this  sum- 
mer, and  then  the  supply  would  only  be  commenced.  There 
should  be  a  faithful  Congregational  minister  in  every  county 
in  the  state.     If  this  could  be  done  now,  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  would  have  a  manifold  greater  influence  in  shaping 
the  future  destiny  of  this  state  than  efforts  made  at  a 
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future  period.    The  door  for  evangelical  truth  is  noi7  wide 
open  and  the  people  ready  to  welcome  the  real  ambassadors 
of  Christ.    The  masses  have  had  enough  of  pandering  to  sla- 
very, and  demand  a  pure,  free  gospel.     I  hope  the  churches, 
and  especially  the  ministers  in  Iowa,  while  they  are  laying 
plans  and  praying  for  the  evangelizing  of  the  South,  will 
not  forget  this  State  as  though  it  were  less  needy  or  im- 
portant than  more  southern  states.     It  seems  to  me  that  no 
state  in  the  Union  so  imperiously  demands  immediate  atten- 
tion as  Llissiouri.     It  is  not  only  the  center,  "but  it  and 
is  to  he  the  great  highway  of  the  nation." 

In  February  of  1867,  Ur.  Hitchcock  sent  in  another 
report  to  the  Home  Missionary,  which  is,  substantially, 
as  follows: 

nHo  state  has  ever  given  promise  of  such  rapid  and 
large  results  of  missionary  labor  as  this  state  does,  if 
it  can  be  occupied  at  once;  but  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 
'The  enemy  is  coming  in  like  a  flood',  and  every  day  that  a 
community  is  without  evangelical  influences,  it  is  adding 
vastly  to  the  expense,  as  well  as  to  the  uncertainty  and  la- 
bor of  their  possessing  gospel  privileges.    Hew  is  the  time 
to  carry  this  state  for  Christ  and  humanity.     It  seems  to 
me  that  Christ  is  saying  to  his  people,  most  emphatically, 
'Preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,'  and  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  the  people  invite.    How  much  progress  would 
the  primitive  church  have  made  if  they  had  sent  their  mis- 
sionaries only  into  such  places  as  desired  their  labors 
and  were  ready  to  be  organized  into  a  church?    Te  trust 
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the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  church  will  obey  the  call  of 
Christ ,  rather  than  wait  for  the  call  of  men;  and  when  mini- 
sters will  be  willing  to  make  themselves  a  place,  rather 
than  spend  their  lives  in  seeking  a  place  already  made.  The 
Lord  hasten  the  time  when  primitive  piety  shall  prevail.  I 
have  had  two  congregations  in  this  place.     I  preach  in  the 
morning  to  the  white  people,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  the 
colored.    These  congregations  are  about  equal  (125.)  There 
is  a  Sabbath  school  in  connection  with  each  of  these,  the 
colored  being  the  largest.    The  pupils  are  of  all  ages, 
from  three  years  old  up  to  eighty.    One  teacher  has  three 
generations  in  her  class,  the  grandmother,  mother,  and 
daughters.    These  people  were  in  utter  ignorance  when  we 
commenced  this  school;  not  more  than  six  or  eight  of  the 
number  knew  their  letters.    Now  most  of  them  can  read  the 
Second  Header,  and  several  of  them  are  reading  in  the  Test- 
ament.    Their  prospects  are  good.    They  are  generally  in- 
dustrious and  thrifty.    There  is  a  wide  field  for  labor, 
with  these  people,  and  a  promise  of  good  results." 

After  May  of  1867  when  his  last  commission  in  Missouri 
expired,  he  seems  to  have  been  without  charge  for  a  season. 

Then  there  is  another  change,  and  he  passes  over  into 
a  still  newer  frontier  in  Kansas. 

Mis  commission  for  his  Kansas  field,  dated  October  1869, 
is  for  "Lowell,  Peterville ,  Kansas;  preaches  also  at  Baxter 
Springs  and  Tennessee  jfrairie." 

This  v/as  his  last  commission,  and  he  made  no  report 
from  this  field,  at  least  no  report  from  the  field  was 
published. 
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The  next  report  of  him  is  an  account  of  his  death  pub- 
lished in  the  Hone  missionary  for  November  1872.    The  ac- 
count is  as  fellows: 

"Death  has  once  more  entered  our  Home  Missionary  band, 
taking  from  it  Rev.  George  3.  Hitchcock,  who  died  at  Lowell, 
Kansas,  August  4,  187E,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

He  commenced  his  ministry  in  1841,  taking,  to  what  was 
then  the  frontier,  a  wife  and  four  children,  to  whom  four 
have  been  since  added.    His  wife  and  six  of  the  children 
survive  him.    Prom  1844  to  1865  he  bore  the  commission  of 
this  Society  as  a  pioneer,  in  Iowa;  in  Missouri,  from  1865 
with  brief  interruptions,  to  1869,  when  he  removed  to  south- 
eastern Kansas,  where  his  ministry,  combined  with  secular 
employment,  was  mainly  at  his  own  charges.     In  all  these 
thirty-one  years  of  pioneer  missionary  life,  with  a  family 
(including  visitors)  of  seldom  less  than  ten  persons,  Mr. 
H.'s  salary  has  rarely  exceeded  }500 ,  and  some  years  has 
not  reached  half  that  sum.    But  who  shall  measure  the  eter- 
nal recompense  upon  which  he  has  entered? 

His  friend,  Rev.  0 ,S .Shattuck ,  of  Kansas ,  writes: 

fIn  the  spring  of  1868,  he  settled  at  Tennessee  Prai- 
rie, in  the  very  south-east  corner  of  Kansas,  where  he  has 
since  been  carrying  on  a  farm,  and  preaching  as  often  as 
opportunity  offered.    He  assisted  in  forming  and  supplying 
the  several  churches  in  this  vicinity.     Two  years  ago,  he 
labored  for  a  time  in  the  counties  to  the  west  of  us,  and 
had  lately  returned  to  that  field.    But  hale  and  hearty  as 
he  seemed  to  be,  he  soon  sickened  and  came  home  to  die.  He 
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was  born  for  the  frontier,  he  loved  to  work  there,  and.  did 
so  with  success  "beyond  that  of  most  men.    Our  cause  in  the 
new  settlements  has  met  with  a  great  loss  in  this  sudden  death. 
Superintendent  Storrs  writes: 

'At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Association,  in  May, 
"brother  Hitchcock  applied  for  an  appointment  to  some  fron- 
tier field,  to  which  he  could  devote  his  entire  time,  and  a- 
fter  conference  with  the  committee,  he  was  asked  to  explore 
Howard  county,  with  reference  to  permanent  occupation  of  a 
post  there.    He  left  home  on  the  50th  of  May,  traveled  on 
horseback  from  250  to  300  miles,  found  the  places  favorable 
for  organizing  churches  that  could  be  supplied  oy  one  man, 
and  after  six  week's  absence  returned  home  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  permanent  labor  in  Howard  county.    He  was  not  quite 
well,  but  hoped  shortly  to  be  better  -  a  hope  encouraged  by 
his  physician,  whom  he  allowed  to  be  called  after  two  weeks 
had  passed  without  improvement.    No  special  change  was  no- 
ticed until  the  morning  of  Sunday,  August  4th,  when  he  rapid- 
ly failed  until,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Llaster 
called  him  home.    He  was  confined  on  the  bed  only  about  five 
hours,  nor  for  a  longer  time  was  there  felt  a  serious  alarm 
as  to  his  symptoms.    Hay  God  help  the  bereaved  widow,  and  the 
four  young  grandchildren  largely  dependent  on  her  care  I" 

father  G.G.Hice  characterizes  Mr.  Hitchcock  as  "self- 
denying,  never  complaining,  never  impatient,  gentle  toward 
all  men." 

As  I  read  this  sketch,  Mr.  Hitchcock  comes  before  me 
as  a  man  of  fine  native  ability  and  force  of  character;  with 
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a  fund  of  ideas  and  suitable  language  to  express  them;  with 
dreams  and  visions  which  he  can  interpret  and  tell  how  to 
"bring  them  to  pass;  with  "brains  to  formulate  and  hands  to 
execute.    He  could  build  cabins  and  meeting  houses,  even 
better  that  he  could  preach. 

Ee  could  tell  things  that  were  to  be  and  how  to  bring 
them  about.    He  was  a  missionary,  always  a  pioneer,  always 
at  the  front  with  the  passion  and  genius  for  laying  founda- 
tions.   One  of  the  foundation  stones  of  our  goodly  common- 
wealth is  this  noble  frontiersman,  George  G.  Hitchcock. 


Third  Sketch. 

CHARLES  33.  SMITH 


52 


Julius  A.  Reed  says  Mr.  Smith  began  work  in  Iowa 
January  1 ,  1845 . 

I  looked  into  the  Minutes  for  1845  and  for  1846,  but 
found  no  Charles  3.  Smith;  and  I  said  brother  Reed  must  be 
mistaken.    But  turning  to  the  records  of  the  Home  Missionary 
Society,  I  found  first  this  item:     "Charles  B.  Smith,  commis- 
sioned August  1,  1844  to  labor  in  Piscataquis  county,  Maine, 
and,  ditto  To  go  to  Iowa." 

I  found  this  record  also:     "Charles  B.  Smith  commisioned 
for  Bellevue,  Iowa,  June  1,  1845.    Bellevue  does  not  appear 
in  the  Minutes  of  '45  or  '46,  for  the  church  was  not  organi- 
zed until  1847;  there  is  therefore  no  record  of  Mr.  Smith  at 
Bellevue.    Evidently  he  was  here  only  a  short  time.    Eis  "en- 
trance" and  his  "exit"  are  so  close  together  that  his  name 
does  not  appear  at  all  in  our  Iowa  records. 

In  1846  he  is  commissioned  for  Cherry  Hill,  Maine;  and 
in  1847  he  is  stationed  at  "Weld  and  vicinity,  Maine." 

following  along  in  the  Congregational  Quarterly  and  the 
Year  Book,  on  and  on,  year  after  year,  up  to  1902  I  found  his 
obituary  and  the  following  facts  respecting  him. 

He  was  born  at  Litchfield,  Maine,  August  27,  1815.  He 
studied  at  Gorham  Seminary;  graduated  from  Bangor  Seminary  in 
1844;  was  in  Iowa  for  a  short  time  in  1845.    He  held  pastor- 
ates at  "Toolwich,  Maine;  lest  Gloucester,  Concord,  and  Co- 
hant ,  Mass.    He  was  chaplain  of  the  -orison  in  Deadham,  MasSo, 
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for  fifteen  years.    He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
church  in  Deadham;  "built  a  house  of  worship  in  East  Vfelpole , 
Mass. ,  where  he  was  pastor  for  eighteen  years. 

In  1890  he  was  a  delegate  to  The  World's  Congress  of 
Peace  and  Arbitration  held  in  London,  England.    He  died  of 
la  grippe  at  T.7est  Medford,  Llassachusetts ,  June  2,  1901, 
nearly  eighty-six  years  of  age. 

He  saw  "but  little  of  the  west ,  and  the  west  saw  little 
of  him,  "but  we  give  him  this  little  space  in  our  annals. 
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Fourth  Sketch. 

PHILIP  BEVAN. 

According  to  Julius  A.  Heed  he  "began  his  ministry,  as 
did  Mr,  Smith,  in  1845.    But  his  name  does  not  appear  in  our 
Minutes  as  pastor  of  any  church  or  missionary  to  any  district. 
It  appears  only  in  footnotes  for  two  or  three  years,  as  a 
licentiate.    He  had  no  commission  from  the  Home  Llissionary 
Society  while  in  Iowa.    While  in  Iowa  he  was  a  business  man, 
developing  into  a  minister,    lir.  Reed  tells  his  story  in  the 
News-Letter  of  April,  1866.    He  says: 

"Lir.  Philip  Bevan  was  engaged  in  "business  at  Sabula.  He 
became  active  in  the  prayer  meetings,  and  at  the  request  of 
the  people,  he  "began  to  preach  informally  and  became  a  "lay 
preacher."    He  was  licensed  by  the  Denmark  Association  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  ministry. 

In  July  1846  he  left  Sabula  for  Lane  Seminary.    He  has 
since  labored  many  years  in  Indiana  as  a  home  missionary,  and 
has  without  doubt  done  much  good.    Many  laymen  might  be  made 
useful  ministers  in  a  similar  way." 

~7e  get  something  of  the  flavor  of  the  man  in  his  Indiana 
reports  to  the  Home  Llissionary.     In  March  of  1854  he  reports: 

"Since  my  last  report  we  have  held  a  series  of  meetings 
at  both  of  the  places  in  which  I  labor,  and  from  them  both  I 
feel  thankful  to  oe  able  to  communicate  a  favorable  report. 
At  the  Liount  Lebanon  Church,  for  want  of  assistance,  we  were 
not  able  to  make  a  protracted  effort.     Our  meeting  and  com- 
munion season  lasted  only  about  three  days;  but  at  Liount 
Vernon  we  continued  our  meetings  ten  days. 
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The  llount  Lebanon  congregation  is  growing  more  inter- 
esting than  ever.     ^Tien  I  first  preached  there,  the  hearers 
appeared  restless  and  inattentive,  often  rising  from  their 
seats,  and  leaving  the  room.    But  now,  the  most  careless 
confess  themselves  interested  in  the  subject  of  religion, 
listen  with  earnest  attention,  and  always  remain  till  the 
close;  indeed,  several  young  men  are  inquiring  the  way  to 
Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward.    This  church  has  "been 
a  great  intervals,  most  of  the  families  in  the  vicinity,  and 
the  attendance  in  steady  and  increasing,  and  this  would  ne- 
ver have  come  to  pass  out  for  the  aid  of  your  Society. 

At  Mount  Vernon,  the  church  held  daily  meetings  for 
prayer,  conference,  and  preaching;  Christians  were  very  much 
quickened,  and  awakened  to  a  livelier  attendance  on  the  va- 
rious means  of  grace,  and  induced  to  resume  neglected  du- 
ties, particularly  the  weekly  prayer  meeting.    Many  sinners 
appeared  to  "be  'pricked  in  their  hearts,'  and  five  youthful 
persons  have  given  themselves  to  the  Lord,  and  united  with 
his  church.     I  think  that,  in  "both  these  churches,  God  has 
greatly  blessed  his  word  to  all  the  people,  and  a  foundation 
for  future  and  more  extensive  good  has  been  laid." 

Reporting  again  from  Swanville,  in  October  of  1854,  he 

says : 

"Permit  me  to  allude,  here,  to  a  kind  of  missionary  la- 
bor which  does  not  appear  in  the  statistical  tables,  but 
which  is,  nevertheless,  fully  in  accordance,  I  think,  with 
the  spirit  and  design  of  your  Society.     I  refer  to  the  sow- 
ing beside  all  waters,  which  the  missionary  is  enabled  to 
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do,  who,  leaving  his  home  for  several  days  together,  on  a 
visiting  tour,  makes  his  abode  from  family  to  family,  scarce- 
ly ever  two  nights  in  succession  with  the  same  household. 
He  finds,  thus,  an  opportunity  for  familiar  christian  ac- 
quaintance, fireside  instruction,  family  prayer  and  exhor- 
tation, to  which  the  regular  pastor  himself  is  often  a  stran- 
ger.   Ordained  at  frist  as  an  evangelist,  i  feel  thankful  if 
I  have  "been  able  to  do  however  imperfectly,  that  kind  of 
work;  and  whatsoever  my  future  lot  may  'be,  l  must  always 
esteem  those  as  sacred  spots,  and  sacred  times,  where  l  am 
looked  for,  at  regular  or  irregular  intervals,  -  where,  as 
my  horse  turns  willingly  towards  the  humble  log  cabin,  or 
the  white  frame  house  among  the  green  foliage,  the  children 
at  play  on  the  green,  run  in  to  tell  of  my  Approach,  and  the 
good  man  comes  out  to  take  my  hourse,  -  quite  positive  that 
I  must  stay  all  night  -  or  the  good  lady,  or  sprightly 
daughter,  hastens  to  open  the  wicker  gate,  and  lead  me  to 
a  seat  in  the  cool  porch.    Visits  of  this  kind  are  made  by 
me  regularly,  to  christian  families  of  various  denominations, 
and  often  to  those  who,  through  various  causes,  have  not 
connected  themselves  with  any  particular  church,  -  families 
who  receive  no  other  ministerial  visitation.     1  nded  not 
tell  you  how  much  good  can  be  done  in  this  way,  by  conversa- 
tion, counsel,  warning,  giving  of  tracts,  catesnisms,  papers, 
and  the  like . 

Occasionally,  l  am  asked  to  preach,  a  funeral  sermon, 
or  to  administer  baptism,  or  conduct  a  prayer  meeting.  Ood's 
people  may  thus  be  reached  in  the  most  remote  corners  of  the 
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wilderness.    A  great  many  families,  unknown  to  church  re- 
cords, are  thus  brought  to  be,  in  some  degree,  fellow- 
helpers  in  the  'i.'ruth.;' 

In  November  of  1857  Mr.  lievan,  now  located  at  Jeffer- 
sonville,  reports: 

"They  are  a  faithful,  scriptural  people,  striving  to- 
gether for  the  faith  of  the  u-ospel.    'i'heir  Sabbath  scnools, 
prayer  meetings,  and  collections  for  benevolent  purposes, 
are  regularly  and  prayerfully  attended  to,  and  they  appear 
to  be  built  up  in  Christ.     Shi  community  around  is  not;  com- 
posed of  the  best  materials  for  ouilding  up  churcnes  of  our 
order;  therefore  the  church  does  not  increase  much  in  size. 
It  is,  however,  exceedingly  important  to  keep  a  church  of 
this  kind  alive  and  spiritual,  amidst  a  lax  and  undoctrinal 
Christianity.     'Jhey  are  the  principal  barrier  against  the 
tide  of  sin  and  irreligion,  that  sweeps  around  them,  'fhe 
good  your  Society  is  doing,  by  helping  them  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  and  to  sustain  its  ordinances,  can  not  be  estimated 
oy  the  numoers  received  into  the  church." 

xhe  secretaries  at  -ew  iork  a.re  evidently  ver^  much 
pleased  with  this  view  of  the  church  as  a  barrier  against 
irreligion,  and  make  comments  as  follov/s: 

"This  is  a  very  plain,  and  a  very  common  story,  ihere 
is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  fact,  that  this  church  is  a 
barrier  against  sin.     It  is  what  all  churches  are,  that  de- 
serve the  name.     In  many  parts  of  the  country,  where  socie- 
ty is  stable,  and  Christianity  is  comparatively  strong, 
Christians  fo.il  of  realizing  this  fact,    jut  at  the  "'est, 
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it  stares  the  observer  in  the  face.     'Barriers  against  sini 1 
Yes,  were  it  not  for  these,  one  desolating  tide  of  iniquity 
would  soon  sweep  all  other  most  valued  institutions  to  destruc 
tion.    Let  our  "business  men  remember  this,  when  they  are  ba- 
lancing the  questions  of  the  support  which  they  shall  give 
to  Eome  Missions,    let  young  Christians  remember  it,  -.Then 
they  are  hesitations  whether  they  shall  enter  the  missionary 
field.     Let  feeble  churches  remember  it,  when,  disheartened 
and  almost  in  despair,  they  waver  between  life  and  death. 
Your  feeble  church  may  prove  a  Thermopylae.     On  the  obsti- 
nancy  of  your  Christian  courage  most  precious  interests  de- 
pend.   God  has  set  you,  a  barrier  against  inflowing  iniquity." 

The  last  report  from  Mr.  3evan,  published,  is  in  March 
of  I860,  and  is  as  follows: 

"About  the  close  of  my  last  quarter,  my  family  was  in- 
volved in  deep  affliction;  and  your  last  remittance  was  ex- 
ceedingly timely  and  welcome.     Our  four  oldest  boys  at  home 
were  attached  successively  with  scarlet  fever,  of  the  malig- 
nant form,  and  all  of  them  died  within  trie  space  of  three 
weeks.     Only  a  babe  of  a  few  months  old  was  left,  of  all  the 
sprightly  and  happy  group  we  had  lately  seen  around  us.  Even 
that  little  one  was  saved  with  difficulty,  and  in  mercy  is 
left  to  cheer  a  mother's  wounded  heart.    The  oldest  boy  had 
attained  the  age  of  ten  years;  another,  eight;  another  six; 
the  last,  three;  and  they  were  all  very  promising  children. 
'.Te  trained  them  up,  as  far  as  we  could,  for  the  Lord's  ser- 
vice; and  he  has  taken  them,  earlier  than  we  expected,  to 
himself.     I  trust  these  trials  have  left  me  more  fully  con- 
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secrated  to  the  Liaster's  work,  and  if  hitherto  I  have  been 
at  home  with  my  family  but  little,  I  shall  now  be  less." 

In  this  narrative  of  Philip  Bevan  we  must  leave  him  in 
the  valley  of  affliction.     So  far  as  the  records  go  he  drops 
out  of  sight  after  1860.    Lir.  Reed  says  that  he  was  still  at 
work  in  1866. 

I  doubt  whether  i:.e  ever  was  a  full  fledged  Oongregation- 
alist.  I  do  not  find  his  name  anywhere  in  our  Congregational 
Quarterly  or  Year  Book. 

Hot  do  I  find  the  name  of  Swanville  or  Jeff ersonville 
in  our  list  of  churches. 

Without  doubt  I.iT.  Bevan  was  affiliated  with  the  Pres- 
byterians in  Indiana.     7e  have  given  a  good  many  good  men 
and  a  good  deal  of  good  money  to  the  rresbyterians. 

"re  gave  up  pretty  much  everything  to  the  Presbyterians 
in  Indiana.    7<e  record  here  the  name  of  Philip  Bevan  be- 
cause in  Iowa  he  grew,  a  business  man,  into  a  useful  mission- 
ary.   T7e  helped  a  little  in  his  making,  and  we  helped  a 
little  in  his  support,  and  we  have  a  little  share  in  the 
fruits  of  his  labors. 

7e  have  no  record  of  his  death.     7ithout  doubt  long 
since  he  was  called  from  his  labors  to  his  reward. 
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Fifth  Sketch, 

BAVID  CTOWLES 

Ee  was  born  in  Llanchester,  England,  January  18,  1811; 
educated  and  married  in  "Tales,  lived  in  Iowa,  worked  and  died 
in  Nebraska. 

In  his  youth  he  was  employed  in  "business  in  Liverpool 
and  London.    He  acquired  skill  as  an  engraver  in  silver,  and 
was  employed  as  a  teacher. 

In  1858  he  married  Hiss  .-Jina  irrifzith  of  Penal,  Wales, 
and  lived  near  Haywarden,  the  home  of  Mr*  Gladstone. 

In  1845  he  came  to  America,  coming  at  cnce  to  Iowa. 

The  secona  Sunday  of  September  of  1846,  he  preached  at 
Long  Greek,  the  first  Welsh  sermon  ever  preached  in  Iowa. 

Ee  organized  a  church  at  Long  Creek  January  14,  1846. 
Eis  first  commission  from  the  ^ome  missionary  Society,  "for 
the  Congregational  church,  Long  Creek,  three  fourths  of  the 
time"  is  dated  January  20,  1846. 

Dr.  Salter,  writing  his  obituary  in  1899  says: 

"In  1845  he  came  to  America,  to  a  settlement  of  T7elsh 
people  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  and  labored  among  them  in  the 
home  missionary  service  and  among  similar  settlements  on 
Old  l-an's  Creek  in  Johnson  county,  and  on  ?lint  creek  in  Des 
Lloines  county  for  twenty  years.    Ee  subsequently  preached  at 
Columbus  City,  Crawf ordsville ,  ^oscow,   "ilton  and  Grand  _\iver 
in  English.    He  was  at  home  in  both  languages,  and  spoke  with 
fervor  and  energy  from  a  warm  heart.    He  removed  to  Nebraska 
in  1868  where  he  continued  in  home  missionary  work  twenty 
years  longer." 
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This  record,  given  by  Dr.  Salter  is  substantially,  but 
not  literally  correct.    Brother  Knowles  had  the  "warm  heart" 
and  was  at  "home  in  both  languages,"  and  for  twenty  years 
preached  mostly  to  the  "Velsh  at  Long  Creek,  old  Man's  creek, 
fflint  creeek,  etc.,  etc.,  but  he  mixed  in  his  English  tongue 
all  the  way  along  through  these  twenty  years  of  VJelsh  service. 

In  the  years  of  '51,  '52,   '58,  he  had  charge  of  the  En- 
glish church  at  Columbus  function  along  with  his  ":elsh  work. 
In  1855  he  was  settled  over  the  church  at  Moscow  and  in  1856 
and  '57  and  '60  he  was  pastor  of  the  English  church  at 
Grawsf ordsville.     inhere  is  a  question  which  tongue  he  used 
the  most  in  the  first  dozen  years  of  his  ministry  in  Iowa. 
In  1861  he  was  both  a  Welshman  and  an  Englishman  at  Crawfords- 
ville  and  at  i,ong  Creek.     In  '62,   '63,   '64,   "65,  he  subsided 
into  V'elsh  again  at  long  Creek  and  all  the  regions  round  about. 
In  1866  and  *  67  he  was  VTelsh  at  Georgetown,  btit  English  in 
Kew  York  Wayne  county.     Then  for  awhile  he  was  English  again 
at  jilt  on,  and  in  isTovember  of  '68,  went  into  the  T.7elsh  work 
in  Nebraska. 

Something  of  the  spirit  of  the  man  and  of  his  perigrina- 
tions  labors,  sacrifices,  sufferings,  and  valuable  services 
will  appear  in  his  reports  in  the  Home  Missionary.    The  first 
report  published  appears  in  the  Eome  i.-issionary  for  January 
1848,  and  is  as  follows: 

"The  Lord  has  enabled  me  to  fulfil  my  engagements  to  the 
close  of  another  quarter.     I  feel  great  pleasure  when  I  look 
around  me,  and  witness  what  the  u-od  of  Zion  has  done  unto  us, 
in  this  far  West.    Our  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  In 
each  of  the  three  r.7elch  settlements,  we  feel  as  if  great  things 
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are  soon  to  be  done,    xhe  prayer  meetings  are  better  attended, 
and  the  Sabbath  schools  are  prospering,  and  the  people  are 
looking  towards  Zion,  while  we  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  is  Tfork- 
ing  within.     In  Johnson  county  settlement,  every  adult  is  a 
professor,  and  the  children  seem  to  be  following.     On  Long 
Greek  there  is  a  growing  interest;  and  in  Des  Moines  county 
some  who  had  gone  very  far  astray,  are  come  near,  we  hope, 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus.    One  dear  brother  in  the  last 
mentioned  place  has  suddenly  left  the  church  below,  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  gone  to  a  better 
world. ■ 

Five  years  after  coming  to  Iowa  (December  1850)  brother 
Knowles  reports  again,  as  follows: 

"I  have  lately  received  the  report  of  your  Society  for 
the  past  year.     Opposite  my  name  i  find  "Better  prospects 
than  ever  before."    So  it  has  proved  to  be.    By  the  regular 
and  constant  presentation  of  the  truth  before  the  minds  of  the 
people,  a  number  have  become  serious,  and  about  thirty  souls 
have  been  hopefully  converted  to  G-od,  in  this  place,  within 
the  last  three  months,  twelve  of  whoin  have  already  been  re- 
ceived into  the  fold  of  Christ.    Others  are  ready  to  unite 
with  us  the  next  opportunity.     In  a  protracted  meeting,  a  few 
weeks  since,  though  there  was  no  manifestation  of  excitement, 
yet  the  truth  was  carried  home  to  the  hearts  of  many  with  a 
force  that  brought  them  low  at  the  Savior's  feet,  to  seek  him 
so  as  to  find  him.    Our  Sabbath  school  is  flourishing  and 
interesting;  the  churches  enjoy  peace  and  harmony;  our  meeting 
house  will  be  plastered  in  a  few  days;  but  we  lack  a  stove, 
nor  do  i  know  where  to  get  the  means  to  purchase  one.     Our  con- 
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gre gat ions  vary  from  100  to  150.     I  have  stronger  hopes  now 
than  ever  that  these  churches  are  destined  to  prosper. 

Be  assured  that  the  good  already  accomplished  through 
these  churches  has  "been  great  upon  this  community.    Five  years 
ago,  when  I  arrived  from  Wales,  we  had  the  wild  and  hideous 
howlings  of  wolves  at  night,  and  shooting,  fishing  and  sport- 
ing, on  the  Sabbath.    We  had  no  church  of  our  connection  in 
the  county;  no  Sabbath  nor  day  school  had  ever  been  organized 
within  five  miles  round;  there  were  very  few  family  altars. 
Fow  the  songs  of  Zion  and  the  prayers  of  assemblies  ascend  to 
heaven,     instead  of  the  rifle  or  fishing  tackle  on  the  Lord's 
day,  the  Sabbath  school  books  are  handled  and  read.  Some 
farmers  who  two  years  ago  Harvested  their  wheat  on  the  Sabbath 
now  have  an  altar  for  God  in  their  families,  and  are  warm- 
hearted Christians." 

In  January  of  1852  there  is  another  report  as  follows: 
"By  the  blessing  of  the  j..ord  I  am  enabled  to  report  labor 
for  another  quarter.     I  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and  nave  had 
great  pleasure  in  the  work  of  my  Divine  I.Iaster.    The  churches 
under  my  care  have  enjoyed  peace,  and  the  means  of  grace  are 
attended  to  more  and  more.    Though  we  have  not  been  visited 
with  any  special  outpourings  of  the  Spirit,  yet  we  hope  that 
the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom  is  falling  into  the  hearts  of 
many  here,  to  spring  up  vigorously  at  some  future  time.  Our 
public  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  are  well  attended,     on  the  7th 
inst.,  I  attended  the  ordination  of  brother  Pryce ,  in  the 
Flint  7/elsh  settlement.    Brothers  Salter  of  Burlington;  Gay- 
lord,  of  Danville,  and  Lewis  of  Old  Han's  Creek,  v;ere  also 
there.    T7e  had  a  good  meeting.     I  preached  thepe  about  six 
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years  ago,  in  the  Welsh  language;  and  I  believe  that  to 
have  been  the  first  Welsh  sermon  ever  preached  west  of  the 
Mississippi.     Some,  who  rejoiced  with  us  there  at  that  time 
have  gone  to  their  eternal  home.     It  was  pleasing  to  me  to 
see  how  I  was  welcomed  by  the  children  whom  I  had  baptized 
five  and  six  years  ago,  when  l  went  among  them  last  week,  i 
had  a  word  for  them  all,  and  a  prayer  for  them.    May  God  en- 
able brother  P.  to  be    :ise  and  active.    He  seems  to  be  a  good 
servant  of  Christ.    0  how  thankful  we  'Telsh  people  ought  to 
feel  for  the  fostering  care  of  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society.     I  often  tell  them  so,  and  1  believe  that  they  feel 
grateful,     i'hese  settlements  are  becoming  stronger  by  degrees, 
and  I  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  they  will 
not  only  sustain  their  ov/n  ministers  without  your  aid,  but 
will,  with  a  willing  neart ,  nelp  to  send  the  preached  Gospel 
to  others. 11 

The  church  at  ffilten  organized  by  Mr.  Knowles  in  1854, 
was  first  located  at  Sugar  Greek,  four  miles  from  the  present 
village  of  Wilton.     In  1856  the  church  was  organized  and 
brought  up  to  the  village.    Mr.  Knowles  was  pastor  from  Dec- 
ember 10,   '54,  to  May  16,  '58. 

Tlhen  the  next  report  appears,  in  October  of  1856,  Mr. 
ICnoy/les  has  been  at  work  in  Iowa  for  ten  years.    He  was  then 
located  at  Moscow,    i'he  theme  of  his  discourse,  as  we  see, 
are  G-rinnell,  and  the  Mormons,    ue  writes: 

"I  have  recently  attended  the  meeting  of  our  General 
Association  at  Grinnell,  Seventy  miles  west  of  Iowa  City. 
From  Iowa  City  we  traveled  in  lumber  wagons,  and  we  had  a 
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rough  ride,  surely.     It  paid  well,  however,  for  we  had  an 
excellent  meeting,    ^e  found  (irinnell  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition,  in  every  respect,     vhe  town  stands  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acreas  of  ground,  surveyed  into  lots,  contains 
seventy  houses,  and  five  hundred  inhabitants.    A  high  scnool 
edifice,  which  cost  about  ^4, 500,  has  a  fine  bell,  presented 
by  nev.  Hr.  tfrinnell,  has  already  "been  completed.  The 
"building  is  forty  feet  square  and  two  stories  high.     We  held 
our  session  in  it.    At  the  close  of  our  meeting,  a  collection, 
to  assist  the  poor  in  Kansas,  was  talcen  up. 

In  going  and  coming,  between  Iowa  Gity  and  J-rinnell,  we 
met  one  hundred  and  fifty  teams,  eitner  transporting  mer- 
chandise or  emigrants  westward,  a  goodly  number  of  whom  were 
bouna  for  Eansas.     Some  four  miles  west  of  the  capital  of 
our  otate,  we  saw  encamped,  on  an  eminence,  about  two  thou- 
sand komons,  waiting  for  some  hundreds  more  to  come  up.  SDhey 
are  on  tneir  way  to  tue  Salt  Lake.     I  had  not  much  time  to 
converse  with  them,  but  J  found  among  tnem  some  of  my  poor 
deluded  countrymen,   (TJelsh)  ,  who  told  me  that  there  were 
some  three  hundred  more  of  the  same  nation  in  the  camp.  The 
arrangement  of  the  tents,  tne  selection  of  the  ground,  and 
the  devotedness  of  the  travelers  -  were  it  not  for  the  pain- 
ful associations  necessarily  clustering  around  ...ormonism  - 
would  have  called  forth  from  my  dear  brethern  and  myself  a 
burst  of  applause.    While  contemplating  the  movements  of 
the  many  departments  of  the  army  of  the  'Father  of  Lies', 
our  souls  were  grieved,  and  filled  with  serious  thoughts. 
But  'The  Lord  reignethi 1     'The  wrath  of  man  shall  praise 
God,  and  the  remainder  of  wrati:  lie  will  restrain.'" 
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In  1862  the  war  is  on  in  its  full  fury.    Brother  Knowles 
is  at  Crawf ordsville *    His  son  Javid  is  in  the  army.     It  is 
a  hard  time  for  churciies  and  for  missionaries.     In  ..ebruary 
of  '62  tne  Orawf ordsville  missionary  reports: 

"The  church  in  Crawf  ordsville  is  much  weakened  "by  the 
absence  of  several  of  the  brethren  who  have  gone  with  the 
army.     One  of  them,  Sergeant  I.  B.  nope ,  was  wounded  severe- 
ly in  two  places,  at  Belmont,  He.    Others  are  sick  at  Bird's 
Point,  but  none  of  them  have  died.     .7e  are  doing  all  we  can, 
in  sending  clothing  and  otner  tnings  to  comfort  them.  In- 
deed, we  can  do  hut  little  for  them,  as  we  are  in  need  of 
many  of  the  comforts  of  life  ourselves,  and  the  cold  winter 
is  close  at  hand.    Money  we  have  none;  hut  we  feel  thankful 
for  the  quiet  and  laealth  the  Lord  is  giving  us.    l.Iy  son  Da- 
vid is  in  Gen.  Hunter's  division  and  was  well  when  we  heard 
from  him.    Llay  the  Lord  prosper  our  Government,  and  give  it 
success  in  quelling  this  dreadful  rebellion,  so  that  the  coun 
try  may  have  peace  upon  honorable  grounds,  and  the  cause  of 
the  war  be  wiped  away.    Dear  brethren,  I  know  that  you  are 
doing  all  you  can  to  relieve  the  7/ants  of  your  missionaries; 
therefore  ~I  will  not  despair,  although  it  looks  dark.     I  am 
in  great  need  of  a  draft  to  pay  my  debts.     I  can  not  get  a 
dollar  here.     Still,  I  trust  in  the  Lord  and  take  courage. 
Please  send  -rhenever  you  receive  the  money.     I  know  you  will 
do  so.  ' 

In  the  summer  of  1865,  we  hear  from  brother  Knowles  a- 
gain.    He  is  a  Welshman  now,  located  again  at  Long  Greek. 
"That  can  be  the  burden  of  this  report?    r2he  war,  of  course; 
and  personal  bereavement;  the  "Dead  I.Iarch"  suits  his  sorrow. 

He  reports,- 
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"The  Lord  has  been  very  merciful  toward  us  during  the 
past  three  months ,  in  giYing  us  much  spiritual  comfort  in  the 
midst  of  afflictions.    '.Tith  the  exception  of  two  Sabbaths,  I 
have  been  here  with  my  people,  officiating  in  holy  things, 
during  the  past  quarter,    The  church  enjoys  peace,  and  is 
doing  a  good  work.     On  the  17th  of  July,  my  son  David  7/as 
brought  to  Jefferson  Barracks i  very  sick.     I  heard  of  it 
soon,  and  was  there  with  him,  in  five  days  after  his  arrival. 
I  borrowed  money;  and  stayed  with  him  till  the  6th  of  August, 
when  he  died.    Ee  died  a  happy  and,  to  all  appearances,  an 
easy  death,    ^is  whole  soul  seemed  to  embrace  the  opportunity, 
while  I  was  present  with  him,  to  become  prepared  for  his 
change.     I  thank  God,  for  the  hope,  that  I  shall  again  em- 
brace this  beloved  son  in  the  presence  of  the  Savior,  he 
had  been  doing  picket  service  in  front  of  Yicksburg,  and  was 
well  until  after  its  surrender,  and  has  done  much  service  to 
his  country  during  the  two  years  of  his  soldier  life.  He 
belonged  to  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry.     I  brought  his  remains 
home,  and  buried  them  on  Sabbath  the  9th  of  August. 

During  the  two  weeks  that  I  remained  with  my  dear  boy, 
I  had  opportunity  to  labor  heartily  among  those  r;ho  were 
ready  to  perish.    In  that  General  Hospital  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
when  I  left,  there  were  about  2,000  sick  and  wounded.  The 
locality  is  beautiful  and  healthy,  on  the  Mississippi,  a- 
bout  ten  miles  below  St.  Louis.     The  wards  are  neatly  kept. 
Kind  nurses  and  able  physicians  do  all  that  can  be  asked  of 
fellow  mortals,  for  the  sick,  the  wounded,  the  dying,  as 
well  as  for  the  convalescents.     Oh,  how  I  should  have  love 
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to  go  again  among  those  anxious  souls,  to  tell  them  of  Je- 
sus and  the  resurrection.     I  conversed    with  several  thought- 
less men,  until  they  became  prayerful;  and  I  have  seen  se- 
veral depart  this  life,  resting  their  souls  upon  the  Savior. 

One  afternoon,  as  I  was  leaving  for  St.  Louis,  I  step- 
ped up  to  the  "bed  side  of  two  "brave  fellows,  each  of  whom 
had  had  a  leg  shot  off.     I  told  them  I  was  going  away  for 
the  night,  and  that  probably  I  should  not  see  them  again, 
and  prayed  for  and  with  them.    ",rhen  I  was  passing  out  of 
the  ward,  I  heard  those  men  pray  in  broken  sentences.  I 
heard  the  name  of  'Jesus  Ohrist1  made  use  of  heartily. 
M.Iercy'  -  'Holy  Spirit'  -  'Forgiveness.'     The  next  morn- 
ing when  I  returned,  the  beds  of  both  were  empty. 

My  David  died  at  IE  o'clock  M. ,  on  the  6th  of  August. 
Then  I  was  returning  home  with  the  remains  I  ha  d  to  wait 
some  hours  at  Joilet.    After  it  became  dark,  on  Friday  e- 
vening,  I  left  some  soldier  fellow-travelers  to  watch  by 
the  coffin  on  the  platform,  while  I  went  in  search  of  a 
barber's  shop,  in  order  to  get  shaved.     I  found  one  on  the 
second  story  of  a  house  in  the  principal  street.    A  brass 
band  in  a  house  opposite  commenced  playing  a  peculiar  kind 
of  time,  and  continued  playing  it  while  I  was  there.  rJhe 
barber  said,  after  a  while:     '".Tell,  that  makes  my  flesh 
creep.'     'My  friend,'  said  I,   'that  tune  suits  my  case  ex- 
actly.'   And  so  it  did.     I  felt  a  relief  from  the  dreadful 
sense  of  loneliness,  which  oppressed  me  when  I  entered,  and 
that  my  God  and  my  fellow  men  sympathized  with  me.     It  was 
the  'Dead  March.'    I.iy  son  and  I  read  the  Bible,  conversed  to- 
gether on  divine  things,  and  prayed  most  of  the  time,  day  and 
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night,  while  we  were  together.     It  would  have  brought  tears 
to  the  eyes  of  any  father  or  mother  to  have  heard  him  say, 
how  'thankful  he  felt  to  his  mother  for  teaching  his  infant 
lips  to  pray  and  lisp  the  Savior's  name.'     I  shall  never 
cease  to  thank  the  Lord  for  permitting  me  to  watch  over  my 
son  for  more  than  two  weeks;  and  to  "bring  his  remains  home, 
to  lay  them  beside  three  others  of  my  children  buried  here. 
'My  own  dear  father,'  said  he,  about  an  hour  before  he  died, 
'do  not  weep.    The  Lord's  will  be  done.    I  know  in  whom  I 
have  believed.    I  know  I  am  going  home  to  heaven.'" 

In  November  of  1868,  after  twenty  years  of  service  in 
Iowa,  My.  Knowles  follows  some  of  his  "elsh  parishioners  to 
Nebraska,  locating  with  them  at  Salt  Creek.    He  reports  his 
first  winter  there,  as  follows: 

"The  cabin,  the  upper  regions  of  which  my  family  occupy, 
is  on  the  bleak  prairie.     It  is  14  by  20  feet,  one  and  a 
half  story  high  and  unplatered.    There  is  a  cooking-stove 
below,  the  pipe  of  which  runs  up  between  our  beds,  through 
the  roof,  with  nails  to  keep  it  at  a  proper  distance  from  the 
shingles.    As  I  am  writing  this  report  a  heavy  snow-storm  is 
raging,  and  a  driving  north  wind  brings  in  the  snow,  covering 
our  beds  and  the  pine  box  which  holds  my  paper,    '^e  have  no 
table.     It  is  uncomfortable  cold  also;  and  once  in  a  while 
we  march  down  the  ladder,  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  warmth  at 
the  stove,  to  which  we  are  welcomed  by  the  good  brother  and 
his  wife  who  are  our  hosts.    But,  thanks  to  {J-od,  we  have 
bread,  and  meat,  and  some  coffee,  to  satisfy  our  hunger.  ~Te 
enjoy  good  health.     I  assure  you  that  I  thank  God  for  the 
luxuries  of  a  pioneer  missionary  life  in  the  new  field." 
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In  July  of  1869  there  is  another  report  from  the  mis- 
sionary at  Salt  Greek,  as  follows: 

"By  the  goodness  of  our  blessed  Ilaster,  I  am  enabled  to 
report  progress  in  the  field  which  I  occupy.    Next  Sabbath 
we  are  to  have  our  communion  season,  and  expect  to  receive 
some  additions  to  our  membership.     The  members  are  cheered 
and  strengthened." 

This  is  his  description  of  a  Nebraska  cabin: 

"The  walls  were  made  of  sod,  and  were  six  feet  high. 
At  each  end  and  in  the  center  of  the  room  is  a  pole,  forked 
at  the  top,  to  support  the  stick  which  holds  the  upper  end 
of  the  rafters.    These  are  thick,  unbarked  limbs  of  elm  trees. 
Upon  the  rafters,  brush  and  weeds  are  placed  to  support  the 
roof  which  is  of  sod.    The  floor  is  also  of  sod;  and  when  the 
wind  comes  in  at  the  door,  the  fine  dust,  like  a  cloud,  fills 
the  room. 

fe  are  glad  that  the  Lord  hath  brought  us  to  this  field. 
W€|  are  laying  foundations,  and  trust  that  we  shall  see  the 
work  of  the  Lord  prospering.    Our  Sabbath  school  has  been  or- 
ganized, but  we  have  no  library,  nor  singing-books  of  any 
kind.     I  am  looking  for  psalm  and  hymn  books  for  the  church, 
but  know  not  where  to  look  for  books  for  the  Sabbath  school. 
I  could  organize  several  Sabbath  schools,  if  I  had  the  books." 

In  the  fall  of  1869  the  missionary  reports  a  sick  wife, 
but  sings  the  aoxology  over  a  cow,  pony,  and  saddle,  and  all 
paid  for.    Ke  writes: 

"I  returned  home  last  evening  from  a  missionary  tour  with 
your  agent,  Rev.  R.  Gaylord,  through  the  southern  portion  of 
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this  State.    As  Mr.  Gaylord  will  report  the  trip,  I  will  not 
at  present  give  you  any  account  of  it.    I  have  found,  on  ray 
arrival  home,  a  sick  wife,  (chills  and  fever,  during  my  ab- 
sence almost  killed  her) ,  my  house  unplastered,  and  in  need 
of  many  things.    But  God  be  praised  for  his  loving-kindness! 
The  good  ladies  of  the  Center  Church  in  New  Haven  sent  me 
$100  to  purchase  a  pony,  and  $40  to  buy  a  cow.    We  have  them, 
both  paid  for.    Kate,  the  pony,  will  travel  in  a  buggy  or 
under  the  missionary  saddle  (which  was  paid  in  by  the  dar- 
ling little  bright  eyed  K.  L.   J  sixty  miles  between  eight 
in  the  morning  and  dark,  without  trouble,  and  really  seems 
to  love  her  work." 

Thile  at  Salt  Creek  Mr.  Knowles  preached  also,  part  of 
the  time,  at  Slmwood  and  Ashland,  and  had  something  to  do 
with  starting  this  noxv  splendid  church  at  Ashland.     In  Nov- 
ember of  '71  he  passed  on  to  a  new  field,  and  was  commssion- 
ed  for  Greenwood,  with  out  stations  at  Gar  Creek,  and  De- 
vil's Run. 

In  August  of  '71,  reporting  from  Greenwood,  Cass  county, 
he  writes: 

"I  am  very  happy  to  state  that  the  Lord  is  doing  some- 
thing in  this  new  country,  that  will  yet  cause  it  morally  to 
'bud,  and  blossom  as  the  rose.'    A  year  ago,  there  were  in 
one  village,  eight  miles  from  my  home,  a  dozen  'doggeries:' 
now,  not  one.     I  have  commenced  preaching  on  Rock  Creek,  once 
in  two  weeks,  and  we  have  organized  a  Sunday  school  there. 
It  increases  my  labor,  as  it  is  ten  miles  distant  from 
where  I  preach  in  the  forenoon,  and  sometimes  our  roads  are 
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hard  to  travel  to  my  four  stations.  Lly  missionary  pony, 
Kate,  has  never  left  me  in  the  lurch;  is  always  well  and 
hearty,  and  ready  for  a  journey. 

Our  great  need  here  is  a  house  of  worship.     I  have  tried, 
with  all  my  might,  to  procure  the  means  wherewith  to  get  the 
lumber  for  one,  "but  I  have  failed,  and  my  heart  is  sad.  e 
have  three  desirable  lots  offered  to  us  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  I  have  about  y500  subscribed  in  work,  and  about 
tlOO  cash  subscription.     If  we  could  put  up  a  neat ,  plain 
edifice,  at  Greenwood  Station,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  we  should  become  a  strong  church  in  a  very  short  time. 
Five  or  six  hundred  dollars  now  would  put  us  in  a  position 
to  secure  a  powerful  influence  in  this  valley.     Oh,  if  I 
knew  how  and  where  to  get  the  few  dollars  necessary,  how 
happy  I  should  be  I    My  people  are  poor  'homesteaders.1 
Last  year's  crops  were  destroyed  by  hail  storms.    Not  one 
among  the  members  of  Salt  Greek  church  and  society  has  grain 
for  seed,  without  buying.     One  has  mortgaged  his  team  for 
wheat.    TTe  are  all  poor.    Gladly  do  I  toil  on  with  this  peo- 
ple.    I  ask  not  for  riches;  I  pray  for  'daily  bread.'  through 
your  instrumentality  this  boon  has  been  extended  to  me  and 
mine  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.    Words  cannot  portray  my 
love  to  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  my  pleasant 
anticipations  of  meeting  its  beloved  officers  and  patrons  in 
the  'better  land,'  where,  with  the  army  of  missionaries  and 
those  who  shalllhave  been  blessed  through  our  instrumentality, 
we  shall  cast  our  crowns  at  the  Savior's  feet  I    Shall  we 
not  then  look  back,  with  very  different  emotions,  upon  the 
experiences  which  we  now  call  self-denials?" 
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In  November  of  this  year  he  reports  again  from  Green- 
wood: 

"Yours ,  with  draft  for  ,}20  from  an  unknown  friend  in 
Canaan,  Conn. ,  came  to  hand  yesterday.     1  thank  God  and  take 
courage,    "he  donor  of  the  money  pleasantly  wrote,  as  you 
say,   'Here  is  something  for  Rev.  D.  Knowles,  Greenwood,  Heb., 
to  help. build  his  church.    This  will  do  to  go  with  the  two 
bricks  which  the  little  boy  carried  in  his  wheelbarrow  to 
begin  a  church  with.     If  every  one  who  reads  this  letter, 
and  can,  would  send  a  little,  he  wouldn't  need  to  cry  again.' 

I  want  to  thank  that  dear  friend;  and  also  to  state  that, 
as  this  is  the  first  money  I  have  received  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  Lord's  house  here,  I  call  these  twice  ten  dol- 
lars,  'the  two  bricks  in  my  little  wheelbarrow.'     With  gra- 
titude to  my  Lord,  and  also  to  the  good  friend  who  has  so 
kin&lj  and  promptly  sent  this  aid  to  the  front,  I  respect- 
fully ask  for  the  gifts  of  others  whe  'can',  to  oe  sent 
through  your  office,  or  in  any  other  sure  way;  and  1  shall 
carefully  use  them  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  which  I 
trust  shall  be  neard  the  voices  of  nexv-born  souls  during 
the  coming  winter. 

My  address  is  that  given  at  the  head  of  this  letter,  and 
not  Salt  Creek,  as  formerly  -  that  post-office  having  been 
discontinued. " 

In  February  of  '72,  the  missionary  is  still  working  on 
the  meeting  house,  and  travels  thirty  miles  on  Sunday,  and 
gets  his  buffalo  robe  from  the  herds  on  the  plains  of  Neb- 
raska,   He  writes: 
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"I  believe  that  when  our  church  edifice  is  erected,  we 
shall  be  able  to  accomplish  a  hundred  fold  more  for  the 
cause  of  our  Master.     I  have  received,  so  far  .j200  towards 
the  ouilding.    Tie  need  -j-00  more,  at  least,  before  we  can 
safely  go  on;  and  i  hope  that  the  attention  of  yet  more  of 
the  Lord's  steward  may  "be  drawn  towards  us.     I  have  labored 
hard  -  until  I  feel  it.    My  wagon  is  not  very  pleasant  to 
ride  in,  yet  I  travel,  regularly  over  thirty  miles  one 
ounday  and  twenty  miles  the  next;  preach  twice,  and  super- 
intend two  Sabbath  schools.     1  intend,  if  1  can  build  at 
Greenwood,  to  confine  my  labors  more  especially  to  this 
vicintiy. 

You  may  understand  that  i  am  not  living  in  the  ^ast , 
when  I  say  that  I  told  my  eldest  boy  a  short  time  ago  that 
I  wanted  a  couple  of  buffalo  robes,  and  that  the  only  way 
was  for  some  of  us  to  go  out  and  secure  them,    he  took  his 
dog  and  team,  with  two  or  three  of  his  young  acquaintances, 
went  out  for  a  few  days,  and  returned  with  five  buffalo 
hides  and  one  antelope  skin,  with  what  they  could  bring  of 
the  meat . " 

In  June  of  '74  brother  Knowles  is  still  at  Greenwood, 
The  church  building  is  completed;  he  is  fighting  the  saloons; 
and  he  is  about  ready  to  move  on.    He  writes: 

"Three  'saloons'  were  put  up,  with  in  the  quarter,  though 
we  had  a  drug  store  where  whiskey,  under  several  different 
names,  is  sold.    To  off-set,  we  organized  a  temperance  socie- 
ty in  our  church,  which  now  numbers  about  seventy  members. 
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One  evening,  —hen  there  was  to  be  a  dance  at  one  of  the  saloon 
I  gave  notice  that  I  would  preach  in  the  church  at  the  same 
hour.     I  had  a  good  audience,  and  the  dance  failed  for  want 
of  a  lady. 

Three  men  with  their  wives,  and  one  woman,  have  "been 
received  into  the  church  on  profession,  and  two  more  have 
given  me  their  names  to  join  soon.    Bat  I  fear  that  I  must 
leave  this  part  of  the  field  in  a  few  weeks.    Having  commen- 
ced preaching  at  Waverly,  the  next  station  west  of  us,  I 
feel  that  to  continue  my  three  times,  traveling  fourteen 
miles  every  Sunday,  will  be  more  that  I  can  do.     I  used  to 
walk  from  place  to  place  at  first  -  see  your  report  for  1846 
-  when  I  was  younger,  and  much  stronger.    But  my  health  is 
still  excellent,  thanks  to  a  kind  Providence  I !T 

In  Ilay  of  '75  the  missionary  moves  on  to  "averly,  with  a 
commission  to  labor  in  that  field. 

In  llarch  of  '76  he  is  back  in  Iowa,  commissioned  to 
labor  with  the  Grand  _:iver  church  in  Adair  county.    Z?rom  this 
field,     (February  '77)  he  reports: 

"I  am  looking  for  a  gracious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit in  this  place  during  the  coming  season.  .  .  .  The  best 
member  of  this  church  Mrs.  Dinsmore,  wife  of  one  of  our  dea- 
cons, from  Auborn,  Lie.,  has  lately  been  called  to  the  'home 
of  the  soul.'     We  live  in  a  part  of  their  house. 

7e  have  here  a  small  colony  of  Eastern  families  -  one 
from  lew  York,  and  the  rest  from  i.Iaine.    "Je  are  surrounded 
by  families  from  Indiana  and  other  "Western  States,  .imong 
these  are  many  who  believe  the  poisonous  doctrines  of  Priest- 
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ley  and  Campbell.    Mat a rial ism  and  Unitarianism  go  together 
here;  and  the  people  around  us,  who  "believe  these  heresies, 
desecrate  the  Sabbath  and  do  many  things  which,  if  all  the 
people  were  to  follow,  would  soon  bring  our  beloved  country 
into  a  state  of  moral  depravity  such  as  fills  the  'dark  pla- 
ces of  the  earth1  with  'the  habitations  of  cruelty.1  Your 
dear  Society  is  doing  much  towards  enlightening  and  blessing 
the  masses  in  this  wild  "'rest.     Soil  speed  you,  beloved  in  the 
i,ordi  " 

This  was  the  last  report  from  brother  Knowles,  though 
more  than  twenty  years  of  life  were  still  before  him.  He 
remained  at  Grand  River  until  1880,  and  then,  at  three  score 
years  and  ten,  lacking  one  year,  he  took  up  his  residence 
without  charge  at  Greenwood,  Nebraska. 

Here  in  1888  his  home  was  broken  up  by  the  death  of  his 
wife,  and  he  Trent  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  with  a 
son  at  Gulbertson,  Nebraska,  where  he  died,  Jebruary  12, 
1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years  and  twenty-five  days. 

In  his  obituary,  Dr.  Salter  says  of  him:     "Possessing  a 
genial  and  kindly  nature  with  the  spirit  of  the  Divine  Faster, 
he  endeared  himself  to  the  people  of  his  different  parishes, 
and  to  his  brethren  in  the  ministry.    His  wife  died  Pebruary 
10,  1888.    Of  twelve  children,  only  foiir  survive.     One  gave 
his  life  for  the  country  in  the  Civil  ":ar.     The  body  of  Rev. 
D.  Knowles  was  interred  by  the  side  of  that  of  his  wife  in 
the  burying  ground  of  the  church  at  Long  Creek,  lowa,  which 
he  organized  fifty- two  years  ago.     ue  was  a  personal  and 
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cherished  friend  of  father  Turner,  superintendent  Reed,  Gay- 
lord  and  Piekett,  and  of  the  members  of  the  Iowa  Band,  and  of 
Rev.  Elijah  Smith,  who  died  one  day  before  him." 

So  we  welcomed  and  so  departed  the  first  T7elshman  of 
our  fellowship.    Altogether  he  gave  us  twenty-six  years  of 
service  in  Iowa,  and  he  gave  twenty  years  of  labor  to  Nebra- 
ska, and  then  retired  for  old  age. 

Simple  hearted,  warm  hearted,  light  hearted,  tender 
hearted,  true  hearted,  and  whole  hearted,  was  this  good  bro- 
ther, David  Znowles. 

He  had  some  rough  experiences,  but  he  met  them  with  an 
unruffled  spirit.    Kis  earthly  habitations  were  lowly,  but  in 
mind  and  spirit  he  lived  in  a  mansion  of  the  father's  House. 
Perforce  he  lived  the  simple  life,  but  in  his  soul  the  abun- 
dant life  was  r.is  also. 

In  the  memorials  of  Congregationalism  in  Iowa,  we  gladly 
give  a  place  of  honor  to  this  dear  good  7.Telsh  brother,  David 
Knowles. 
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Sixth  Sketch, 

fiMlAfi  A.  KEITH. 
He  was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Nancy  (Poor)  Keith,  and  was 
"born  at  Sastport ,  Maine,  September  10,  1810.    He  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  xtev.  Josiah  Keith,  the  first  minister  at  West 
Bridge  ^ater,  Massachusetts.     It  was  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  and  after  he  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  that 
he  decided  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry.    He  had  to  work 
his  way  through  college.    He  spent  one  year  in  the  Hew  York 
University;  graduated  from  "rilliams '  College  in  1841,  and 
from  Andover  Seminary  in  1845.    He  was  licensed  "by  the  And- 
over  Association,  March  8,  1844.    He  commenced  preaching  at 
Shelbyville,  Llaine ,  in  October  of  1845;  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1846.     He  began  at  Maquoketa,  and  Andrew,  May  20th,  1848.  A 
part  of  the  time  of  his  pastorate  here,  he  supplied  at  Hel- 
levue.    He  was  pastor  at  Tipton  from  November  of  '48  to  Nov- 
ember of  '51;  and  from  '51  to  "5b  he  supplied  at  Pedee  and 
Clear  Creek. 

Mrs.  Keith,  who  came  west  with  her  husband,  was  a  Miss 
Sarah  Skelton,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Skelton  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  a  descendant  of  ?.ev.  Samuel  Skelton,  who  was  the 
first  pastor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  organized  in  1629. 

Mr.  Keith  was  ordained  at  Maquoketa,  May  5,  1847,  Hev. 
Ephraim  Adams  preaching  the  sermon.      His  first  published 
report  may  be  found  in  the  Home  missionary  of  January  1848 
and  is  as  follows: 

"It  is  with  a  lively  sense  of  gratitude  to  my  Heavenly 
Father,  that  i  am  now  permitted  to  recount  his  goodness  to 
me  and  mine,  during  the  past  year. 
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In  many  respects,  it  has  "been  a  year  of  trial  to  us;  the 
more  so,  in  consequence  of  our  inexperience  in  western  life. 
But  these  trials  have  by  no  means  discouraged  us  from  making 
still  further  efforts  to  break  to  this  people  the  bread  of 
life,  and  to  assist  in  laying  the  foundations  for  future 
generations,  upon  which  shall  be  reared  the  institutions  of 
the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  uod.     Cur  attachment  to 
the  cause  is  ardent,  and  no  considerations,  aside  from  evi- 
dent tokens  of  Divine  Providence,  could  induce  us  to  retire 
from  this  western  field  of  missionary  labors. 

Our  health  has,  for  the  most  part,  during  the  year,  been 
good,  such  as  to  admit  of  my  preaching  every  Sabbath,  with 
only  one  exception. 

During  the  last  quarter  we  have  established  a  weekly 
prayer  meeting  at  this  place.    At  first,  the  memoers  in  at- 
tendance were  small,  but  they  are  gradually  increasing,  ihe 
few  brethren  who  attend,  seem  anxious  to  see  the  work  of  the 
Lord  revived  amongst  us.    Che  last  two  meetings  were  attended 
by  several  impenitent  persons  for  the  first  time.     I  am  about 
to  establish  3ible  classes  in  several  neighborhoods,  agreable 
to  the  wishes  of  many  young  persons.     I  now  preach  three 
times  on  the  Sabbath  and  once  during  the  week.     I  have  been 
able  to  preach  three  times  on  the  Sabbath  during  the  last 
quarter.    Llrs.  K.  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  sewing- 
circle,  numbering  some  twenty-nine  members,  which  nas  been 
in  successful  operation  for  the  most  part  during  the  summer. 
The  most  of  their  labors  have  been  to  aid  those  wno  are  suf- 
fering from  protracted  sickness  and  extreme  poverty. 
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The  cause  of  temperance  in  this  community  has  evidently- 
retrograded  during  the  last  four  months;  hut  we  have  just 
commenced  our  operations,  and  shall  hold  monthly  meetings  of 
the  temperance  society  during  the  winter,  to  he  accompained 
with  suitable  addresses,     xhe  youth  and  children  here  very 
generally  belong  to  the  society,  and  without  an  exception, 
maintain  their  integrity.     Such,  however,  is  not  the  case 
with  many  of  the  older  members.    Llany  have  fallen  victims 
to  their  long  standing  habits  of  drinking.    And  this  is 
owing  in  part  to  the  inducements  held  out  by  a  man,  who  has 
set  up  a  grog  shop  in  this  place,  in  open  violation  of  law." 

In  July  of  this  same  year,  1848,  Mr*  Keith  reports  a- 
gain  as  follows: 

"During  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  been  some  consi- 
derable interest  manifested  in  this  community  on  the  subject 
of  religions,     ihe  church  has  been  greatly  stirred  up  to  pra- 
yer, to  inquire  after  duty,  and  to  engage  in  the  work  of 
saving  souls.    V7e  hope  some  few  persons  from  the  impenitent 
multitude  around  us  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Some 
eight  or  ten  of  my  congregation  have  been  and  are  now  in- 
quiring with  solicitude,    '.That  shall  they  do  to  be  saved? 
Te  expect  to  receive  into  our  church  at  our  next  communion, 
five  or  six  by  letter,  and  four  by  profession,     l'hose  to  be 
received  by  letter  are  heads  of  families,  and  those  by  pro- 
fession are  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  promise,  i'he 
church  is  now  in  a  better  state  than  it  has  been  since  I 
came  to  the  place,  and  probably  better  than  since  its  or- 
ganization.   Difficulties  existing  between  two  brethren  in 
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the  church  have  "been  amicably  settled.    The  parties  have  been 
brought  to  see  and  to  feel  their  sin  and  guilt ,  and  been 
led  to  make  a  public  acknowledgement  and  confession  of  the 
same . " 

These  are  the  only  reports  from  Laquoketa.    Mr.  Reed 
says  that  Mr.  Keith,  in  connection  with  his  work  at  Macuoketa 
and  Andrew,  supplied  also  at  least  a  part  of  the  time  at 
liellevue.     This  was  before  the  organization  of  the  church 
in  that  place . 

In  November  of  '48,  Mr.  Keith  removed  from  Ilaquoketa 
to  Tipton  to  take  charge  of  that  church,  which  had  become 
vacant  by  the  removal  of  Mr«  ^lden  of  the  Band  to  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  pastorate  at  Tipton  covered  a  period  of  three  years, 
but  there  is  no  report  from  Lr.  Keith  published  in  the 
home  Lissionary  during  these  three  years. 

October  10,   '51,  Lir.  Keith  was  commissioned  for  Pedee 
and  Clear  Creek. 

"Pedee,"  says  Mr.  Re&d,  "is  in  Cedar  county,  two  miles 
west  of  Rochester.    A  church  of  five  members  was  organized 
here  by  Rev.  JJ.  A.  Keith,  October  £1,1849.    Five  more  were 
afterward  added.    This  church  never  connected  itself  with 
the  Association  and  soon  became  extinct."    His  commission, 
issued  October  10,  1852,  was  for  Pedee,  Clear  Creek  and 
Rochester. 

In  Llay  of  '52  Mr.  Keith  reports  his  work  at  Pedee  etc., 
as  follows: 

"I.Iy  congregations  at  redee  nave  always  been  large,  the 
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great  difficulty  being  the  want  of  a  suitable  house  of  wor- 
ship.    It  is  noped  that  the  effort  already  commenced  to  er- 
ect a  meeting  house,  will,  during  the  coming  year,  "be  carried 
through.    They  have  no  preaching  at  present,  neither  nave 
they  had  since  last  spring,  except  what  1  furnish.    A  com- 
mendable effort  has  recently  been  made  r.ere ,  to  increase 
the  interest  in  the  cause  of  Sabbath  schools.    About  seven- 
teen dollars  was  raised  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
towards  enlarging  the  library  of  the  school  in  the  place; 
and  a  stimulus  was  thus  given  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
of  essential  benefit  to  the  cause,     it  is  my  object  to  en- 
courage any  tiling  in  respect  to  which  the  people  seem  to  be 
interested,  that  is  at  all  connected  with  the  common  cause 
of  improvement.    This  neighborhood  has  ever  manifested  more 
t>:an  ordinary  interest  on  the  subject  of  education.  Their 
schools  are  kept  up  about  eight  months  out  of  tne  twelve , 
and  are  furnished  with  competent  teachers.     I'hey  have  made 
the  beginning  in  respect  to  a  circulation  library,  which 
now  contains  about  one  hundred  choice  volumes  of  general 
reading.     I  look  upon  all  this  as  promising  important  help 
to  the  work  in  which  1  am  engaged,  and  1  hope  at  some  future 
day  to  report  most  favorable  results  therefrom." 

The  records  seem  to  indicate  that  in  1853  ...r.  Keith 
had  no  commission. 

In  1854  we  find  him  up  at  De corah. 

Rev.  Timothy  Lyman,  of  Lansing  had  visited  Jecorah,  and 
reported: 

"Last  Sabbath  I  spent  at  uecorah,  about  twenty-five  miles 
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west  of  this  place,    i-.ere  i  found  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
who  nad  "been  members  of  Congregational  churches,     if  a 
church  were  organized  there,  l  think  some  sixteen  would  join 
it." 

In  June  of  '54,  superintendent  need  explored  the  region, 
and  took  brother  Keith  along  with  him.    2hey  organized  the 
church  at  jjecorah  with  ten  members,  June  25th  of  this  year, 
1854;  and  Mr.  Keith  was  at  once  invited  to  become  pastor. 
His  commission  is  dated  June  20,  1854,  and  the  field  desig- 
nated is  Decoran  and  Freeport. 

Eis  pastorate  nere  continued  for  three  years,  but  there 
is  not  a  word  concerning  his  work  published  in  the  iiome 
I.lissionary. 

In  July  of  *  57  ne  took  charge  of  the  unorganized  work 
at  urookfield  in  Clinton  county,    nere  he  organized  a  church 
February  7 ,  1858. 

There  are  several  reports  from  this  field,     i'he  first  is 
published  in  Septemeber  of  '59  and  is  as  follows: 

"We  held  a  church  meeting  preparatory  to  the  oominunion 
season,    ihere  was  larger  attendance  than  at  any  meeting  since 
the  organization  of  the  church.     It  was  soon  apparent  to  all 
present,  that  irod  was  with  us  by  his  Spirit,  and  the  occasion 
was  rendered  one  of  deep  and  solemn  interest.     G-od's  dear 
people  were  enabled  to  plead  his  promises,  to  cast  their 
burdens  upon  him,  and  to  rest  in  the  certain  confidence  that 
he  would  sustain  them.    Oa  the  oabbath,  the  feeling  deepened, 
i'he  attendance  on  public  worship  was  unusually  large,  and 
some  were  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  lost  condition,  as 
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sinners  against  u-od.    ueetings  were  held  every  evening,  for 
about  three  weeks  -  some  for  preacning,  but  mostly  for  pray- 
er and  conference,  in  which    the  entire  community  partici- 
pated.   Several  persons  give  pleasing  evidence  of  a  change 
of  heart.    Others,  who  had  once  professed  Christ,  hut  had 
wandered  far  out  of  the  way,  we  trust  have  been  reclaimed, 
and  led  to  take  up  long  neglected  duties.    Some  six  persons 
have  gone  into  the  Llethodist  church;  one  has  been  received 
by  us,  and  some  ten  others  expect  to  join  us  on  some  future 
occasion.    Six  are  intending  to  present  themselves  as  can- 
didates for  admission  next  Saturday.    Thus  has  God  been 
good  to  us,  and  vindicated  his  own  cause.    Our  position, 
as  a  church,  is  greatly  strengthened,  as  the  result  of  this 
religious  interest,  as  we  expect  to  receive  some  very 
valuable  accessions." 

There  is  another  report  in  September  of  '61,  which 
describes  the  triumphant  death  of  one  of  his  members. 

In  1862  the  missionary  seems  to  find  his  tongue  and 
his  pen,  and  makes  three  reports  in  this  one  year.  The 
war  gave  him  themes  on  which  to  write.     In  llay  of  '62  he 
reports : 

"Your  draft  reached  ne  but  a  short  time  since,  and  was 
a  very  great  relief  to  us  under  our  embarrassments,  Another 
quarter  has  now  closed,  and  I  am  still  in  circumstances 
exceedingly  strait.    To  state  the  whole  truth  of  our  sit- 
uation would  be  no  more,  however,  than  to  repeat  what  is 
daily  coming  to  your  knowledge,  concerning  brethren  and 
tiieri  families,  similarly  situated,    ^nd  yet  we  are  not 
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"brought  into  those  very  trying  and  painful  circumstances, 
in  which  some  are  who  are  reported  in  the  Home  Missionary. 
My  heart  aches  for  those  dear  "brethren  and  their  little 
ones,  who  are  thus  called  to  suffer.     I  feel,  sometimes, 
like  sharing  with  them  the  few  comforts  with  which  we  are 
"blessed.     I  never  was  called  to  suffer  as  they  do  now. 
Hay  a  kind  Providence  send  them  speedy  relief. 

T7e  are,  however,  to  a  very  great  extent,  dependent  on 
your  Treasury,  for  our  support,  and  our  situation  is  daily 
"becoming  more  and  more  straitened,  owing  to  the  numbers 
who  are  now  enlisting  in  the  army.    Our  last  young  man  in 
the  church  leaves  us  today.    He  has  been  a  very  excellent 
brother,  and  weare  sorry  to  part  with  him,  as  he  will,  pro- 
bably, never  return  to  us,  even  should  his  life  be  preserved 
through  the  conflict.    Host  of  our  numbers  who  are  in  the 
army,  we  expect  to  come  back  again;  and  there  is  one  aspect 
of  the  case  in  regard  to  them,  which  is  truly  encouraging. 
I  keep  up  a  regular  correspondence  with  each  of  them;  and 
I  find  from  their  letters  a  decided  improvement  in  the  tone 
of  their  piety.    The  probability  that  they  might  fall  in 
battle,  or  be  made  sick  through  the  great  exposures  of  the 
camp,  or  be  drawn  into  sin  and  temptation,  through  the  cor- 
rupting influences  surrounding  them,  has  led  to  a  more  tho- 
rough heart-searching,  on  their  part,  and,  it  would  seem,  to 
a  more  entire  consecration . of  themselves  to  the  Savior.  I 
heard  a  good  report  of  them  through  some  of  their  comrades. 
One  yoxuig-  man  in  our  society  who  has  been  more  or  less 
thoughtful  for  years,  but  had  never  given  his  heart  to  the 
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Savior,  has  since  his  enlistment  become  a  Christian.  The 
probablity  that  death  might  "be  near  and  probation  soon  be 
closed,  was  then,  more  than  ever  before,  impressed  on  his 
mind,  and  he  resolved,  immediately  upon  his  enlisment ,  and 
before  he  left  home,  that  he  would  give  his  heart  to  Christ. 
He  thinks  he  did,  and  noT7  ::opes  that  he  has  found  the  pearl 
of  great  price,  and  is  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 
His  letters,  both  to  his  friends  at  home,  and  to  me  indicate 
a  marked  change;  v/e  hope  he  is  truly  a  new-born  soul.  Thus 
we  are  reaping,  indirectly,  some  good  fruits  from  the  war, 
while  we  are  called  to  make  great  sacrifices,  to  help  carry 
it  forward. 

There  are  some  other  pleasing  aspects  of  things  connected 
with  my  labors  here.    Here  and  there  I  hear  of  marked  serious- 
ness among  the  impanitent;  and  some  persons,  -/ho  have  secret- 
ly indulged  a  hope  that  they  were  Christians,  are  now  letting 
it  publicly  be  known. 

I  expect  next  Sabbath  to  present  the  claims  of  your  So- 
ciety to  my  people,  and  to  take  up  the  usual  contribution. 
"7e  do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  do  much,  owing  to  the  pressure 
of  the  times.    Our  people  feel  very  much  pinched.     The  pro- 
ducts of  their  farms  yield  them  but  little  ,  and  it  is  solely 
upon  these  that  they  rely  for  money.    The  staple  articles 
,are  now  at  a  very  low  figure;  the  price  is  still  tending 
downwards:  -  for  wheat,  40  cents;  pork,  $1,75  per  cwt;  corn, 
8  cents  per  bushel,  and  so  on.     Should  the  war  soon  be  brought 
to  a  close,  and  prosi^erity  again  return  to  the  country,  this 
people  will  be  greatly  benefited,  for  large  quanities  of  these 
staple  articles  are  retained,  rvaiting  favorable  developments. 
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To  sell  them  at  present  prices  would  be  ruinous. 

But  ne  "believe  a  brighter  day  is  already  beginning  to 
dawn  upon  our  entire  land.    Even  these  embarrassments  be- 
token good.    And  how  grand  and  majestic  are  the  present  move- 
ments of  Providence  through  our  entire  land.     None  can  doubt 
but  what  God  is  now  answering  the  many,  very  many  prayers  of 
his  people,  in  these  movements.    But  oh I  how  differently  from 
the  manner  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed!     God  can  be 
trusted  by  his  people!     Oh,  that  they  would  trust  him  J" 

The  seond  report  for  186E  (November  issue)  is  as  follows: 
"My  fifth  year  on  this  field  has  ended.     Today  I  commence 
the  sixth.    A  review  of  these  five  years  brings  up  many 
pleasing  remembrances  of  God's  love  and  compassion  to  me  and 
mine.     In  many  a  dark  hour  has  his  Spirit  whispered  words  of 
sweet  consolation.     Often  when  man  has  forsaken  me  has  he 
stood  by  me  with  the  promise:     'I  will  never  leave  thee  nor 
forsake  theee.'     Surely  I  may  say:     'Goodness  and  mercy  have 
followed  me  all  the  days  of  my  life.'     In  my  bereavements 
and  afflictions  I  have  been  enabled  clearly  to  see  his  hand 
guiding  the  rod.     I  may  trust  him;  yes,  by  his  grace  enab- 
ling the  rod.     I  may  trust  him;  yes,  by  his  grace  enabling 
me,  I  will  trust  him.     One  of  my  sorest  trials  has  ever  been 
the  little  apparent  good  which  has  accompanied  my  labors  in 
the  ministry.     The  trial  is  alleviated  somewhat  by  the  consi- 
deration that  in  all  the  fields  I  have  occupied  in  Iowa  - 
and  the  time  I  have  spent  here  covers  over  my  entire  ministry 
-  I  have  been  permitted  to  sow  while  others  have  reaped. 
Boubtless,  more  piety,  more  faith,  more  zeal  for  God  and  the 
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good  of  souls,  would  have  secured  more  cheering  and  immediate 
results.    And  yet  I  can  see  that  my  labors  on  this  field,  as 
elsewhere,  have  not  been  wholly  unattended  with  God's  bless- 
ing.   A  little  church  has  been  gathered  and  kept  together, 
and  regularly  supplied  with  the  means  of  grace,  where  other- 
wise there  would  have  been  destitution,  and  God's  people, 
with  their  families,  would  have  been  scattered,  with  none  to 
care  for  their  souls.    Forty  one  persons  have  been  connected 
with  this  church  since  its  organization.     Of  these,  some  have 
died  leaving  the  pleasing  evidence  that  they  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  church  triumphant;  some  have  been  out  off  as 
unworthy  members;  some  have  moved  to  other  parts,  and  are 
now  aiding  in  founding  like  institutions  in  places  which  are 
new  and  wholly  destitute.    Of  the  twenty  eight  now  remaining 
seven  are  absent;  some  of  these  are  engaged  in  deadly  con- 
flict with  rebels,  so  that  our  available  force  is  very  small 
in  numbers,  and  weak  in  efficiency;  yet  large  and  strong  e- 
nough,  in  God's  hands,  to  accomplish  a  mighty  work  for  this 
people." 

In  December  of  the  same  year  there  is  another  report  as 
follows : 

"Our  operations  have  gone  on  as  usual,  aside  from  the 
disturbed  condition  of  the  people  occasioned  by  the  war.  The 
war,  and  the  rush  of  men  to  the  camp  and  to  the  scene  of  con- 
flict, seem  to  absorb  every  other  interest,  and  I  fear  will 
continue  to  do  so,  so  long  as  the  war  shall  last.     Our  meet- 
ings have  been  thinned,  of  late  in  consequence.     Out  of  some 
families  who  have  been  regular  attendants  on  my  preaching,  as 
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many  as  four  and  five  have  enlisted,  and  from  most  of  the 
families  in  this  oommunity  one  or  more  has  gone.    You  will 
see,  therefore,  how  the  absence  of  so  many  will  affeot  our 
small  congregations.    But  it  is  highly  important  that  our  o- 
perations  and  work  should  continue,  and  remain  in  full  force, 
in  expectation  of  the  time  when  the  remnant  of  this  grand 
army  shall  return  to  the  peaceful  repose  of  domestic  and  ci- 
vil life.     Sod  grant  that  those  whom  we  now  part  with  may 
come  back!    They  are,  in  many  cases,  the  "best  we  have.  But 
it  would  do  you  good  to  witness  with  what  cheerfulness,  in 
very  many  cases,  these  noble  fathers  and  mothers  buckle  the 
armor  on  their  sons,  and  bid  them  Sod  speed,  as  they  go  forth 
to  the  deadly  conflict.    They  feel  that  the  interests  at  stake 
will  amply  repay  any  sacrifices  which  they  can  make  to  defend 
them.     Some  families  in  my  church,  I  fear,  will  be  entirely 
broken  up ,  by  the  enlistment  of  the  husband  and  father  upon 
whom  they  were  so  entirely  dependent  for  support.     But  God, 
I  trust,  will  provide  in  all  such  oases.    This  rebellion  must 
be  put  down,  at  any  cost.    The  Church  of  Christ  greatly  needs 
this  government;  humanity,  the  world  over,  needs  it  and  our 
God  will  sustain  it.    He  is  only  doing  with  this  nation  now, 
what  he  intends  to  do  with  all  his  chosen  ones,  passing  it 
through  the  furnace.    But  the  crisis,  in  the  Church,  is  yet 
to  come;  and  the  question  is  beginning  to  assume  a  most  se- 
rious character,  what  is  to  be  the  moral  and  religious  ef- 
fect of  the  return  home  of  these  soldiers  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  camp?    And  hos  is  the  Church  of  Christ  most  suc- 
cessfully to  meet  such  a  crisis?    In  view  of  her  threatened 
danger,  does  she  not,  more  than  ever  before  in  her  history 
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here,  demand  a  fresh  "baptism  from  on  high?    Whit  he  a?  shall  she 
go  for  that  armor  7/hich  shall  most  suitably  fit  her  to  battle 
with  the  enemy  of  all  good,  strengthened  as  he  is  about  to  be, 
but  to  that  Divine  resort?    The  Ciiurch  need  fear  no  serious 
evil  to  her  precious  interests  from  the  disbanding  of  this 
army,  if  she  will  but  do  her  duty.    Let  her  only  'cease  from 
man  --hose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  and  so  little  to  be  ac- 
counted of.'     'My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,'  will  oe  ve- 
rified to  her,  as  in  the  past,  so  also  in  the  present,  and 
in  all  the  future  of  her  history." 

The  next  and  last  report  from  i.r.  Zeith  is  in  September 
1863;  and  the  key  note  and  the  refrain  of  the  communication 
are  the  same,  "grief  upon  grief." 

■Many  of  the  families  who  have  aided  in  sustaining  me, 
on  this  field,  nave  been  very  greatly  afflicted  in  the  loss 
of  sons,  brothers,  fathers,  and  nus bands ,  in  the  army.  Se- 
veral of  our  very  best  and  most  promising  young  men  have 
lost  their  lives  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  several  had 
previously  fallen  in  the  battles  which  occurred  at  vicksburg 
and  Arkansas  Post.    Cut  of  one  family,  from  which  three  sons 
and  a  son-in-law  enlisted,  last  October,  three  have  died,  and 
the  surviving  one  lay  a  t  the  point  of  death,  when  last  heard 
from.    The  father  of  these  sons  died  of  small  pox,  caught 
while  leaving  of  his  sons,  as  they  were  about  starting  for 
the  army.    And  in  the  same  neighborhood,  out  of  some  fifteen 
young  men  who  enlisted  at  that  time,  two  thirds  are  now  dead. 
le  have  just  heard  of  the  death  of  another  young  man  who  was 
a  member  of  my  church,  and  also  of  the  dangerous  sickness  of 
several  others  from  this  immediate  vicinity. 
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Thus  we  are  sorely  afflicted.    The  sorrow  of  some  of 
these  families  is  overwhelming.    Our  disappointment,  as  a 
church  and  people,  is  very  great,  in  their  loss;  for  our 
hopes  of  building  up  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel  nere 
were  very  much  based  upon  the  life  of  these  young  men.  Se- 
veral of  them  were  devoted  and  consistent  Christians.  We 
fondly  hoped  that  they  would  be  spared  to  us;   out  they  nave 
passed  away,  amid  scenes  of  carnage  and  blood,  to  a  nobler 
employment  above.    Our  loss  we  feel  to  be  their  eternal 
gain.     Sickness  and  death,  have  ^lso  visited  our  families 
at  home,  and  tali  en  away  several  of  our  little  children. 

Thus  does  our  heavenly  Father  call  upon  us  to  set  our 
house  in  order;  for  in  such  an  hour  as  we  think  not,  the  Son 
of  I.Ian  cometh.    This  little  church  is  now  passing  through  a 
season  of  sore  trial.     Its  future  is  dark,  except  so  far  as 
light  beyond  the  clouds  illumines  its  pathway." 

The  last  commission  for  Mr.  Keith  is  dated  Julyl,  1865, 
and  reads:  "Congregational  church  ^rookfield,  and  congrega- 
tions at  Charlotteville ,  Deep  Creek,  and  Berlin." 

After  this  there  is  no  record  of  any  commission  to  Mr. 
Keith  for  any  field,  anywhere,    nis  name  appears  in  the 
Minutes  for  1866,  and  then  disappears  forever. 

This  year,  also  his  name  drops  from  the  national  record 
in  the  Congregational  Quarterly. 

It  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  ne  died  in  this 
year  1866,  out  there  is  no  record  of  his  death,  either  in 
the  state  Minutes  or  in  the  Congregational  Quarterly. 

This  is  not  proof  however  that  he  did  not  then  and  his 
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earthly  career,  for  we  have  sent  a  good  many  of  our  good  men 
away  from  earth  without  any  word  of  farewell. 

The  records  concerning  brother  Aeith  are  too  scant  to 
determine  very  accurately  what  manner  of  man  he  was. 

The  records  show  that  he  began  his  life  work  late  in 
life.    He  was  thirty-six  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Iowa. 

Evidently,  however,  he  began  well,  with  a  good  ancestry, 
and  a  fairly  good  education,  a  good  wife,  and  a  devoted  spirit. 

His  work  was  closely  interwoven  with  that  of  the  Iowa 
Band.    Ee  followed  Mr,  Salter  at  Laquoketa  and  Andrew;  he 

followed  2.  K.  Alden  at  Tipton;  he  was  the  predecessor  of 
Ephraim  Adams  at  Decorah. 

He  did  pioneer  work.  Ee  organized  the  church  at  Pedee; 
he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  church  at  Decorah  and 
was  its  first  pastor;  he  initiated  the  work  at  Brookfield. 

Ee  evidently  was  not  a  man  of  brilliant  qualities  of 
mind;  but  a  mental  mediocre  and  a  plodder. 

His  reports  show  that  he  was  a  pious  man,  spiritually 
minded,  striving  all  the  time  for  spiritual  results;  and  did 
not  labor  in  vain. 

Figuratively  speaking,  his  end  was  tragic.    He  simply 
dropped  out  of  sight;  the  earth  swallowed  him  up;  and  no- 
body cared  enough  to  tell  what  became  of  him. 

How  much  he  did  for  Iowa  no  one  can  tell.     Some  day, 
when  the  Books  are  opened,  and  all  secrets  are  revealed, 
we  will  know. 
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Seventh  Sketch, 

P3TER  FLEUHY 

The  date  of  Mr.  IPleury's  advent  to  Iowa,  according  to 
Julius  A.  Heed,  is  October  13,  1846. 

Ilrs.  Herman  Ficke  of  Dubuque  gives    an  admirable  sketch 
of  Ilr.  Fleury  in  the  September  issue  of  Congregational  Iowa 
1887: 

"The  subject  of  the  follov/ing  sketch,  was  born  in  Saas , 
Canton  Grau,  Switzerland,  in  1804.    He  was  the  fourth  of 
nine  children,  and  received  a  carefiil  training.    His  mother 
was  remarkable  for  her  piety,  and  often  while  spinning, 
gave  her  children  lessons  in  Bible  history,  together  with 
texts,  prayers  and  answeres  from  the  catechism.     She  also 
taught  them  to  read  and  write.     If  Pestilozzi  could  have 
seen  this  mother,  when  he  wrote  his  famous  work,  'How  Ger- 
trude teaches  her  children,1  he  would  have  rejoiced  in  spite 
of  the  defective  method,  but  as  they  advanced  in  years  they 
were  instructed  by  a  private  teacher,  by  whom  they  were 
taught  love  for  work,  as  well  as  for  prayer. 

Three  sons  and  an  only  daughter  devoted  themselves  to 
teaching,  another  son  died,  soon  after  he  had  given  up  the 
office  of'  teacher,  as  a  city  missionary  in  the  service  of  the 
Moravians  in  Southern  Germany.    The  blessing  of  the  parents 
rested  upon  the  children,  but  especially  upon  the  most  vi- 
vacious of  them  all,  upon  Peter,  for  it  is  to  be  remarked  t 
that  none  caused  them  so  much  anxiety  as  he,  but  he  was  a 
good  scholar,  and  advanced  so  rapidly,  that  their  venerable 
minister  said,   'little  Peter  must  study.'     But  when  in  his 
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fourteenth  year,  he  entered,  college,  he  found  there  little 
of  living  Christianity,  and  among  his  fellow  pupils  the 
calling  of  a  country  parson,  was  on  the  par  of  a  goatherd. 
?o  this,  and  fearing  that  the  expense  would  be  too  great  a 
sacrifice  for  his  parents,  he  surprised  them  with  the  reso- 
lution, when  vacation  came,  of  leaving  college.    He  then  en- 
tered a  mercantile  house  in  Llodena,  Italy,  where  a  "brother 
was  already  employed. 

Peter's  employer,  a  thorough-going  infidel,  tried  to 
enlighten  his  apprentice,  hut  thanks  to  Divine  grace,  he 
was  not  successful,  for  tho1  no  grand  Easter  hymn  was  heard 
by  him,  like  the  hero  of  Goethe's  Faust,  a  walk,  before  the 
city  gates  on  the  first  Easter  Sunday,  under  a  Southern  sky, 
when  the  glorious  history  of  the  risen  Savior,  as  once  he 
had  heard  his  mother  tell  it,  came  with  such  power  to  his 
mind,  that  it  made  a  deep  and  indelible  impression.  The 
thought  of  our  Redeemer  who  had  suffered  death  for  us,  a- 
woke  reproach,  that  he  had  been  so  long  unfaithful  to  his 
youthful  resolutions  to  devote  his  life  to  Eim,  and  he  said 
to  himself,   'Tho  knows,  I  may  still  become  a  preacher.''  The 
uncontrollable  desire  of  our  young  Swiss  to  travel,  led  him 
to  Rome;  there  he  applied  to  the  minister  of  the  Prussian  Em- 
bassy to  prepare  him  for  confirmation,  and  holy  communion. 
This  truly  pious  man  gladly  complied  with  the  wish  of  this 
youth  of  seventeen.    Soon  after,  he  found  employment  as  a 
traveling  companion,  in  an  English  family,  that  of  Rev.  Lr. 
Drummond,  and  with  them  he  went  through  Italy,  Switzerland, 
France,  up  the  Rhine,  through  the  Netherlands  to  England. 
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This  service  he  always  regarded  as  a  special  providence,  for 
he  not  only  saw  the  glories  of  this  world,  "but  in  this  pious 
English  family,  learned  how  Christianity  manifest  itself  dai- 
ly in  heart  and  life.    His  employer,  He v.  Hr.  Drummond,  each 
morning  and  evening,  read  with  them  from  the  word,  of  God, 
and  unitedly  prayer  was  offered  on  "bended  knee.     They  re- 
turned to  Italy  by  way  of  Paris  and  Geneva;  in  the  latter 
city  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  well  known  and  eloquent 
pastor,  Malan,  and  his  sermons  made  a  deep  impression,  though 
he  had  been  led  to  hear  nim,  with  the  object  only  of  perfect- 
ing himself  in  French.    Finally  they  were  established  in 
l^ice,  and  he  had  now  an  assured  position,  both  pleasant  and 
lucrative.    But  he  was  more  than  ever  pleased  with  the  ways 
of  the  world,  and  wished  to  enjoy  life,  tho1  always  within 
proper  limits.     One  day  he  prepared  himself  for  a  grand  ball. 
The  teacher  of  the  only  daughter  of  the  family,  Hiss  Jackson, 
as  he  was  leaving,  put  her  Scottish  plaid  around  him,  with 
the  admonition,  to  think  while  dancing,  of  the  crucified  Re- 
deemer.   Uhe  dance  commenced,  but  scarcely  had  he  made  the 
round  of  the  hall,  when  his  friend's  parting  words  occurred 
to  him.    He  could  mutter  but  a  few  words  of  excuse,  and  has- 
tened home.    This  evening  was  followed  by  a  significant  dream, 
in  which  a  deadly  serpent  threatened  his  life,  and  it  became 
clear  to  him  that  God  had  warned  him  against  the  poison  of 
sin.    He  finally  resolved  to  change  his  way  of  life,  and 
henceforth  was  an  interested  participant  in  the  daily  family 
worship,  as  also  at  the  meetings  Mr.  Drummond  held  in  his  own 
house.    But  the  Roman  Catholic  magistrate  hearing  of  the  lat- 
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ter,  ordered  them  to  leave  the  city  within  24  hours.  After 
a  journey  by  Tray  of  I.Iarsailles ,  Avignon,  and  Lyons,  they  were 
again  in  Geneva,  near  lialan's  chapel.    He  attended  all  the 
meetings,  and  devoted  all  spare  time  to  the  study  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  out  such  deep  despair  overcame  him,  that  he  was 
taken  to  an  hospital  for  care;  here  upon  his  knees  he  cried 
again  and  again:     'Ily  God,  for  Christ,  thy  dear  Son's  sake, 
and  his  atonement's  sake,  "be  merciful  to  me  a  poor  sinner.' 
After  a  long  and  ardent  struggle  he  received  pardon,  77a s 
quiet  and  composed.    He  also  rejoiced  upon  his  return  to 
health,  for  he  7:as  resolved,  henceforth  to  devote  his  life 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord.    Alluring  offers  now  came  from 
Italy,  hut  they  had  no  influence,    i'hat  silioquy  on  the  flo- 
wery meadows  of  llodena,   'TTho  knows,  you  may  yet  "become  a 
minister!'  was  revived,  and  he  resolved  to  study  theology, 
^lso  a  voice  from  without  encouraged  him,   'TTiil  you  not  stu- 
dy and  "become  a  missionary?'     said  the  noble  teacher,  whose 
influence  had  already  so  powerfully  affected  him.    Ke  went 
home,  and  after  a  quiet  year  with  his  parents,  re-entered 
college,  and  commenced  to  study  the  ancient  languages.  Be- 
ing varioiisly  gifted,  and  of  an  iron  industry,  he  finished 
his  humanistic  and  theological  studies  in  college  and  theo- 
logical seminary  within  eight  years.     In  July  1856,  he  he- 
came  pastor  of  a  large  church  in  Schiers.     In  the  year  1857, 
Miss  Sophie  Jackson,  from  Hull,  England,  with  whom  for  years 
he  had  "been  in  grateful  Christian  fellowship,  came  to  him 
as  his  companion  and  co-laborer. 

The  young  minister,  whose  heart  was  aglow  in  the  service 
of  the  Lord,  met  with  two  great  evils  in  the  beginning  of  his 
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pastoral  labors.    She  poor  and  sick  were  neglected,  and  the 
Christian  cluture  of  the  people  had  received  very  little  at- 
tention.   But  how  mend  this?    xhese  questions  always  accom- 
panied him  in  visiting  the  eight  schools  of  his  parish  in 
the  winter  of  1836.    Ee  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
true  "basis  of  education  is  Christianity,  and  to  carry  out 
this  principle,  he  founded  a  school  in  1857,  which  is  still 
flourishing,  and  will  this  year  celebrate  its  50th  anniver- 
sary, at  which  time  a  large  number  of  teachers  in  public 
schools,  clergymen,  missionaries,  magistrates  and  statesmen 
will  gratefully  acknowledge  the  solid  culture  there  received, 
as  well  as  the  first  impulse  toward  an  holy  life,  which  came 
to  them  in  the  most  decisive  years  of  their  lives,  while 
finding  a  pleasant  home  in  the  Christian  college  founded  by 
reter  Fleury,  and  which  has  been  attended  by  many  hundreds 
of  boys  and  young  men,  especially  from  his  native  cantons 
of  Switzerland,  as  well  as  Italy,  Germany,  France,  Russia, 
and  other  countries.     In  1837  he  also  founded  a  house  of 
correction. 

He  then  tried  to  introduce  church  discipline,  according 
to  the  ideas  of  Calvin,  but  the  citizens  of  Schiers,  who, 
100  years  before,  nad  dismissed  a  minister  because  he  held 
extra  meetings  for  i3ible  study,  objected,    he  attempted  to 
reform  the  poor  house,  but  not  receiving  proper  support .failed. 

Mr.  ?leury  began  to  think  it  his  duty,  not  only  to  leave 
Schiers,  but  also  Europe.    He  had  listened  to  the  first  call, 
'Will  you  not  become  a  minister? 1     he  now  listened  to  the 
second,   'Will  you  not  become  a  missionary?'     It  was  scarcely 
necessary  to  ask  his  wife  if  she  would  accompany  him.     In  the 
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year  1846  they  left  Sehiers  for  North  America,  with  the 
intention  of  working  among  the  Indians,  but  instead,  found 
a  field  of  labor  among  the  Indians,  but  instead,  found  a 
field  of  laboramong  the  Germans  and  Swiss  in  Dubuque  and 
Sherrill's  Llound,  la.,  where  he  organized  two  churches  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  pure  Congregationalism ,  which 
had  been  rejected  in  his  native  land. 

In  the  year  1848  his  faithful  companion  died.  Nearly 
forty  years  after,  the  writer  of  this  article  found  ner 
grave  overgrown  with  weeds  and  the  stone  displaced,  but 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  a  few  Christian  people,  money 
enough  was  contributed  to  place  the  grave  in  order,  and 
give  it  'perpetual  care.'" 

This  story  is  so  interesting  that  it  will  bear  repeat- 
ing.   Mr.  ^'leury  nimself  gives  a  bit  of  nis  autobiography 
in  an  article  published  in  the  nome  missionary  of  ouly  '47 
which  is  as  follows : 

"I  was  born  in  the  year  1804,  in  Saas,  in  the  nigh  Alps, 
of  the  Canton  Prisons,  Switzerland.    Ily  parents  determined 
in  my  childnood,  that  I  should  be  educated  for  the  ministry; 
therefore  I  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  good  schools,  and  some 
christian  instruction.     In  the  fourteenth  year  of  my  age, 
my  parents  placed  me  in  the  college  in  Chur.    .,ot  only  human 
instructors  and  teachers,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  worked  in  me 
as  a  child.     But,  alasi  through  the  influence  and  bad  ex- 
ample of  wild,  unruly  school  mates,  I  stifled  the  working  of 
the  Spirit  of  (iod  in  my  heart,  became  indifferent  to  the 
wish  of  my  parents,  and  broke  my  own  resolution.     I  begr-ed 
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my  parents  to  allow  me  to  change  the  office  of  minister  of 
the  Gospel  for  that  of  a  tradesman.    Ihi  study  of  history  and 
geography  aroused  in  me  the  wish  to  see  the  wide  world,  and 
to  forsake  the  narrow  valleys  of  my  native  land,    ky  desire 
was  gratified.     In  ray  16th  year  I  was  placed  in  a  house  of 
merchandise  in  Italy,  and,  later,  1  made  several  journeys 
through  Italy,  France  and  England.     I  soon  saw  too  much  of 
the  world,  which  not  only  brought  me  further  from  my  home, 
but  further  from  God,  so  tnat  not  only  the  desire  to  be  a 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  but  also  faith  in  God  and  holy  word, 
suffered  shipwreck. 

But  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  wonderful ,  and  his  loving 
kindness  and  grace  unspeakable,     in  the  year  of  especial 
grace  and  mercy  to  me,  1828,  in  the  24th  year  of  my  age, 
it  pleased  the  .uord  to  hear  and  answer  the  prayers  of  some 
christian  friends,  who  had  long  wrestled  with  the  jjord, 
praying  for  the  conversion  of  my  heart  to  him.    'Ihe  Lord 
opened  my  eyes  to  see  and  my  heart  to  feel  what  a  fearful 
thing  it  is  to  depart  from  him,  yet  that  his  rignteousness 
is  unto  all,  and  upon  all,  wild  believe  in  his  holy  name,  m 
Genera,  tne  place  of  my  spiritual  birth,  l  determined,  like 
the  rrodigal  Son,  to  arise  and  go  to  my  heavenly  father, 
confessing  my  sins  and  backslidings ,  and,  like  him,  plead 
to  be  received  as  a  hired  servant.    From  that  moment,  tnere 
arose  in  me  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  the  Lord  all  the  re- 
mainder of  my  days,  and  to  devote  myself  entirely  to  his  ser- 
vice.    1  gave  up  immediately  my  worldly  calling,  with  all  its 
promising  prospects,  and  once  more,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
made  the  determination  to  study  for  a  missionary.     At  that 
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tine,  the  Evangelical  Theological  Institution  did  not  ex- 
ist in  Geneva;  therefore  l  returned  to  my  native  canton,  to 
Chur,  where  i  studied  in  the  theological  College,  and  was, 
after  l  had  passed  through  tne  various  examinations,  ordain- 
ed in  the  year  1856,  and  was  received  a  member  of  the  evan- 
gelical 3ynod  of  the  Ganton  orisons,     it  was  still  my  wish  to 
serve  the  lord  in  the  missionary  field;   but  my  theological 
professors,  with  many  other  christian  friends,  entreated  me 
to  serve  the  Lord  amongst  my  own  people,  and  in  my  own  coun- 
try, because  at  that  time  there  was  great  want  of  faithful 
preachers,  and  i  had  received  calls  from  several  different 
parishes.    After  a  long,  severe,  inward  struggle,  1  deter- 
mined to  accept  one  of  the  above  mentioned  calls.     In  Sep- 
tember 1836,  i  commenced  my  ministerial  labors,  as  pastor 
of  Schiers,  a  parish  containing  near  two  thousand  souls,  who 
were  scattered  about  in  small  villages,  on  the  mountains  and 
in  the  valleys,  some  a  great  distance  from  the  church,  where 
the  principal  village  stands.     It  was,  indeed,  nothing  else 
but  a  missionary  field;  for  only  here  and  there  I  met  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord  in  some  retired  ham- 
let.   Among  the  greater  part  of  the  people  reigned  the  great- 
est ignorance,  superstition,  unbelief  and  rudeness.  There 
was  not,  nor  ever  had  been,  the  smallest  trace  of  church 
discipline;  each  one,  whatever  his  character,  considered  he 
had  a  right  to  approach  the  holy  communion,  and  partake  of 
the  emblems  of  the  dying  love  of  Jesus.     3o  great  was  their 
rude  behavior,  that  they  would  talk  and  laugh  Tniite  loud, 
during  the  public  worship  of  God,  pushing  each  other  out  of 
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their  seats,  playing  cards  and  reading  newspapers .     Such  was 
my  first  field  of  labor;  "but  there  the  Lord  made  manifest 
that  he  could  take  the  spoil  from  the  strong,  and  make  use 
of  a  poor,  -Teak  instrument,  to  accomplish  his  blessed  pur- 
poses.   With  fear  and  trembling,  I  entered  upon  this  Y7ild, 
barren  soil;  yet,  strenthened  by  my  God,  who  filled  me  with 
courage,  and  preaching  repentance,  warning,  beseeching  men, 
and  encourage ing  them  to  come  to  our  beloved  Savior,  who  is 
ever  willing  and  ready  to  receive  poor  penitent  sinners.  It 
pleased  the  Lord  to  send  his  own  word  home  with  a  mighty  po- 
wer, so  that  the  dry  bones  began  to  move  and  knit  together, 
and  awake  to  a  new  life.     It  seemed  as  if  the  whole  congre- 
gation would  arise,  and  seek  the  Lord:     they  became  very 
constant  hearers  of  the  word  of  life.    The  church  holds  a- 
bout  1200  people,  and  it  was  generally  so  crowded  that  many 
were  often  obliged  to  stand  outside  the  doors.    A  great  num- 
ber of  my  parishioners  bad  a  long,  wearisome  way  to  church, 
over  mountains  and  through  valleys,  from  two  to  three  hours' 
distance;  but  neither  wind  nor  weather  prevented  their  con- 
stant attention  and  emotion,  to  the  word  of  Clod,  oft  being 
moved  to  tears,  "-hen  told  of  the  forbearing  love  of  God  in 
Christ.    How  the  parish  wore  another  aspect.    An  interest  in 
and  love  to  the  word  of  God,  awoke  in  the  people  a  mind  and 
desire  for  beneficial  institutions  and  order.     There  were  now, 
for  the  first  time  since  this  has  been  a  parish,  church  el- 
ders chosen  and  discipline  introduced.     Improvement  of  the 
schools,  care  of  the  sick  and  poor,  of  whom  there  yrere  a 
great  number,  became  subjects  of  consideration;  and  although 
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the  parish  was  very  poor,  in  the  space  of  a  few  years  we 
collected  in  the  parish  more  than  15,000  florins  for  cha- 
ritable purposes.    There  arose  a  Bible  and  Missionary  So- 
ciety, the  members  bringing  in  their  monthly  mite,  for  the 
good  of  the  heathen  and  distribution  of  the  Bible;  further, 
a  female  committee,  who  spun,  wove,  and  made  clothes  and  bed- 
ding for  the  poor.     School  children  broke  up  wild,  waste 
ground  and  planted  potatoes,  and  gave  them,  or  sold  them, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  or  other  charitable  purposes,  as  was 
deemed  most  expedient.    Already  in  1857,  the  Lord  so  blessed 
our  weak  endeavors,  enabling  us  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
school-master's  institution  and  refuge  for  poor  orphan  and' 
destitute  children;  and  for  this  purpose  was  a  very  large 
building  erected,  that  could  contain  ninety  persons.  Chris- 
tian friends  in  Switzerland,  G-eneva,  Canton  de  Vaud,  Basle, 
Zurich  and  particularly  out  of  England  and  Scotland,  came 
forward  with  such  liberal  donations,  that  the  seminary  now 
stands  quite  free  from  all  debts,  with  a  large  piece  of 
ground,  and  a  good  vegetable  garden.     In  the  above  named 
seminary,  a  great  number  of  poor  children  have  enjoyed  the 
blessing  of  a  christian  education.    Fear  300  young  men  have 
been  trained  up  there,  and  many  are  now  laboring  in  different 
cantons,  rejoicing  that  they  are  able,  in  the  strength  of 
the  Lord,  to  feed  the  little  ones  of  his  fold,  and  store  their 
minds,  not  only  with  worldly  knowledge,  but  also  with  the 
wore  of  God.    Others  have  entered  theological  seminaries, 
in  order  to  study  for  the  ministry. 

But,  you  will  ask,  could  all  this  be  accomplished  with- 


103 

out  opposition  -  without  envy  and  persecution?    ITo,  not  with- 
out heavy  storms  of  temptation,  from  within  and  without,  with 
persecution  on  the  right  and  on  the  left.     In  the  high  Alps 
of  Switzerland  the  power  of  darkness  has  usurped  too  firm  a 
footing  to  maize  place  for  the  kingdom  of  God  without  opposi- 
tion.   Even  in  the  lonely  valleys,  and  on  the  summits,  stands 
good  that  word  of  the  Lord,   'Ye  shall  "be  hated  of  all  men 
for  my  sake;  if  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  perse- 
cute you  also. 1 

The  preaching  of  repentance,  and  faith  in  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  and  his  only  justifying  and  sanctifying  grace, 
soon  became  a  savor  of  death  unot  death  to  unbelieving 
worldlings,  particularly  to  ale-house-keepers,  and  their 
friends,  as  also  to  many  self-righteous  Pharisees.    The  or- 
daining of  elders,  introducing  discipline  and  order  in  the 
church,  etc.,  were  also  great  offences  and  vexations.  They 
held  meetings  to  consider  how  they  could  put  a  stop  to  my 
activity;  they  tried  in  every  possible  way,  in  hopes  to  wea- 
ry me  By  insult  of  every  kind,  thinking  I  would  leave  the 
place.    The  schoolmaster's  institution  was  also  a  thorn  in 
the  eye  of  many,  not  only  in  Schiers,  hut  elsewhere.  Anony- 
mous letters,  the  poisonous  darts  of  libels  in  the  newspapers, 
threat enings ,  waylaying,  attack  on  person  and  property,  be- 
came the  recompense  and  portion  of  the  poor  minister  of 
Schiers.     But  the  history  of  my  persecutions  7/ould  be  too  long, 
and  weary  you,  were  I  to  describe  them  minutely.    The  Lord 
gave  us  grace ,  in  his  name ,  and  for  the  sake  of  his  cause , 
to  persevere,  and  to  return  our  enemies  good  for  evil.  Our 
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heavenly  Father  wrought  wonderfully  for  his  own  glory,  and 
for  our  peace  and  joy,  causing  all  these  things  to  work  to- 
gether for  the  eternal  good  of  many  of  the  most  hardened  a- 
mongst  them.    Exactly  at  the  time  of  our  hottest  persecution, 
in  the  year  1842,  came  the  chastening  hand  of  God  amongst 
them  -  visiting  some  with  most  severe  sickness,  most  striking 
and  sudden  deaths,  and  loss  of  character;  so  that  many  of  the 
most  desperate  were  humbled  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God, 
who  opened  their  eyes  to  see  the  error  of  their  ways;  and, 
with  tears,  they  not  only  begged  us  to  forgive  them,  hut,  what 
was  to  us  far  better,  they  asked  the  Lord  for  forgiveness, 
whose  holy  name  and  cause  they  had  Dlasphemed.     Some,  we  hope, 
are  gone  to  a  happy  eternity.     Some  manifested,  by  their 
change  of  life,  that  they  were  no  longer  despisers  of  the 
word  of  God,  but  loved  and  followed  Jesus  and  his  Gospel. 
Now,  after  many  heavy  storms,  came  a  season  of  rest  and  re- 
freshing for  us  and  the  whole  parish.     From  the  commencement 
to  the  end  of  the  struggle,  the  parish  saw  the  finger  of 
God,  and  were  more  decided  on  the  Lord's  side,  more  than  e- 
ver  attached  to  us.    All  this  the  Lord  hath  wrought  and  it 
is  still  a  wonder  before  our  eyes. 

But  why,  you  will  ask,  why  leave  so  flourishing  and 
promising  a  field  of  labor,  to  exchange  it  for  the  wilds 
of  the  Test?     'The  ways  of  the  Lord  are  not  as  our  7/ays; 
nor  his  thoughts  as  ours'.     I  have  told  you  above,  that  a- 
fter  my  conversion,  my  first  and  earnest  wish  was  to  be  a 
missionary,    '"e  received  many  calls  for  help  when  reading, 
at  our  monthly  missionary  meetings,  the  various  accounts 
and  reports  from  different  missionary  stations,  and  parti- 
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cularly  out  of  the  Test  of  North  America,   'Gome  over  and 
help  us.'    My  heart's  desire  was  to  answer  this  summons.  I 
therefore  prayed  the  Lord,  and  entreated  the  friends  of  the 
missionary  cause  to  do  the  same,  that  he  would  awaken,  stir 
up,  and  prepare  young  men  out  of  our  parishes  giving  them 
zeal  and  self-denial  to  forsake  all  for  the  sake  of  him,  to 
forsake  all  for  the  sake  of  him,  to  carry  the  bread  of  life 
to  poor  forsaken  souls  in  far  distant  lands.    Then  complain- 
ing that  no  one  came  forward,  a  voice  from  within  repeatedly 
said  unto  me,  'Thy  dost  thou  complain  of  others?    go  thyself.' 
In  the  distressing  time  of  persecution,  i  could  easily  have 
determined  to  exchange  my  first  field  of  labor  for  that  of 
a  missionary;  but  I  was  reminded  of  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  saith  'The  hireling  fleeth  when  he  seeth  the  wolf 
coming,  and  leaveth  the  sheep,  and  the  wolf  catcheth  them, 
and  scattereth  the  sheep.1     But,  after  all  was  over,  and 
peace  anc,  quite  reigned  round  us,  and  the  whole  parish  more 
than  ever  expected,  that  we  had  no  thoughts  of  leaving  them, 
behold,  thejjre  sounded  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  'Arise 
from  amongst  thy  relations  and  friends,  and  go  to  the  Vest 
of  North  America.'     Just  at  that  time  I  had  the  prospect  and 
hope  to  get  a  friend  of  mine,  a  very  pious  minister,  for 
Schiers.     nothing  but  the  firm  conviction  that  we  were  doing 
the  will  of  God,  enabled  us  to  withstand  the  tears  of  entreaty, 
of  an  aged  mother,  and  other  relations  and  friends,  as  also 
the  people  of  Schiers,  who  were  become  dear  to  us,  and  our  oim 
natural  feelings  and  bonds ,  that  would  have  kept  us  back  from 
commencing  a  long,  wearisome,  expensive,  and  dangerous  jour- 
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ney,  to  seek  the  wandering  sheep  and  lambs  of  the  fold  of 
Christ  in  the  wilderness.    On  the  14th  of  June,  1846,  I 
preached  my  farewell  sermon  -  in  which  I  committed  my  pa- 
rish to  the  grace  and  keeping  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  - 
from  the  closing  words  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    Ue  came 
through  Bremen  and  New  York,  and,  on  the  16th  of  Septemoer, 
arrived  in  Milwaukee ,  safe  and  well." 

But  we  come  even  more  directly  and  intimately  into  the 
heart  of  the  "brother,  and  of  his  work  in  his  missionary  re- 
ports.   Ee  is  introduced  to  the  readers  of  the  Home  Mission- 
ary by  Dr.  J.  C.  holbrook  of  Dubuque,  who  writes: 

"Multitudes  of  Germans  will  not  attend  public  worship, 
and  must  be  looked  up  and  brought  in  by  personal  effort.  The 
ought  to  be  another  man  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi , 
including  Galena.    There  is  a  vast  field  on  this  side;  and 
at  Praisie  la  Porte,   (now  Guttenburg, )  Claytcn  county,  north 
of  here  58  miles,  and  10  from  Garnovillo,  there  will  be  a 
large  merman  town;  eight  hundred  are  expected  this  spring. 
The  company  have  purchased  the  town  site.    There  will  be  a 
Rationalist  influence  there,  but  a  good  man,  when  he  gets 
acquanited  and  established,  can  do  much  to  effect  that  place. 
There  are  supposed  to  be  2u0  Protestant  Germans  at  Sherrold's 
Mound,  10  miles  north  of  here,  in  one  settlement,  besiues 
many  Catholics.     The  German  immigration  here  -Till  also  by 
continually  increasing.    A  letter  from  rlatteville,  request- 
ing me  to  get  brother  ?leury,  your  German  missionary  here, 
to  visit  that  place  and  spend  a  Sabbath,  says,  there  are  many 
Germans  about  there,  and  the  children  might  be  gathered  into 
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the  Sabbath  school.    The  writer  adds:     'A  German  preacher 
comes  out  from  Galena  once  a  week.    Last  week  he  adminis- 
tered the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  to  nearly  all  the 
Germans,  many  of  whom  had  been  out  all  the  night  before  at 
a  ball  and  frolic."    This  is  another  fact  showing  the  deplo- 
rable condition  of  this  large  and  increasing  class  of  west- 
ern immigrants.    The  friends  of  our  institutions  must  do 
something  for  them,  if  it  is  only  from  the  motive  of  self- 
preservation  and  patriotism,  to  say  nothing  of  love  for  their 
souls.    Talk  about  the  heathen  in  foreign  lands,  and  think  of 
a  bright  boy  in  "Wisconsin  who  never  had  heard  of  Jesus  Christ 

He  is  still  further  introduced  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
Home  Kissionary  Society  in  the  following  note: 

"In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  we  take  the  facts 
which  follow  from  the  first  report  of  our  German  llissionary 
in  the  mining  region." 

Mr.  Floury1 8  first  report  is  as  follows: 

"Before  the  winter  set  in,  I  wished  to  travel  through 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  to  visit  the  lonely  ones  here 
and  there  scattered  in  the  woods,  as  sheep  without  a  sheph- 
erd, and  to  ascertain  the  state  of  religion  amongst  them. 
This,  my  first  missionary  journey,  I  made,  with  map  and  com- 
pass in  my  hand,  on  hors'eback.     I  came  through  Galena  to 
Dubuque,    Here,  as  in  every  other  place  where  I  have  been, 
I  found  the  Germans  a  scattered  flock,  without  a  shepherd. 

I  preach  every  Sabbath  morning  in  Dubuque ,  and  in  the 
afternoon  or  evening  in  the  country,  10  miles  distant,  some- 
times in  one  place,  and  sometimes  in  another,  to  the  Germans, 
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who  are  widely  scattered  along  the  Mississippi  and  westward 
of  Dubuque.    The  Sunday  evenings  I  wished  to  spend  alternate- 
ly of  the  different  families  in  the  country,  in  order  to  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  the  state  of  religion  amongst  them; 
but  I  was  soon  obliged  to  give  up  this  plan,  and  return  by 
night  to  Dubuque.    The  people  are  so  poor,  and  most  of  them 
new  beginners,  that  1  could  not  find  lodgings  for  myself,  nor 
shelter  for  nay  horse.    On  Thursday  evening,  I  have,  in  Dubu- 
que, a  prayer  meeting  in  wnich  1  explain  the  principal  his- 
torical facts  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  they  follow  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.     There  are  no  public  schools  here, 
and  the  Germans  (most  of  them)  so  poor  that  they  could  not 
send  their  children  where  they  had  anything  to  pay;  there- 
fore myself  and  v/ife  keep  a  free  school  every  morning,  ex- 
cept Saturday  and  Sunday,  in  our  lodging.    Ly  principal  sub- 
jects of  instruction  are,  the  Christian  religion  English 
and  German  languages,  writing,  and  singing.     In  the  evenings 
the  grown-up  people,  Catholics  and  rrotestants ,  receive  in- 
structions, also,  gratis,  in  the  English  language;  for  which 
purpose,  I  use  the  New  Testament.    We  do  this  in  hopes  to  win 
their  hearts  the  easier  to  the  Lord,  and  his  Gospel,  from 
both  professions,  and  also  to  prepare  the  children  -  giving 
them  some  little  knowledge  of  the  English  language  -  to  ena- 
ble them  to  profit  by  the  day  and  Sunday  schools,  and  also 
English  preaching.    For,  the  more  I  think  over  the  temporal 
and  spiritual  situation  and  welfare  of  the  Germans  in  America, 
for  the  present  and  future  time,  i  am  the  more  convinced  how 
indispensably  requisite  the  English  language  is  to  them. 
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I.Iy  field  of  labors  is  a  spiritual  wilderness,  which  re- 
quires long  and  hard  labors  "before  it  becomes  fit  for  the 
good  seed  of  the  word  of  God. 

Llany,  if  not  most  of  the  emigrants,  appear  either  to 
have  brought  with  them  out  of  their  own  country,  only  a  dead 
form  of  Christiantiy ,  with  pernicious  errors,  or  open  unbe- 
lief and  contempt  of  the  preaching  of  the  cross  of  Christ. 
Such  have  not  wandered  out  here  to  seek  heavenly  riches  and 
lasting  possessions  but  earthly  and  perishable  substance, 
worldly  pleasures,  and  such  a  liberty  as  is  neither  subject 
to  God  nor  man. 

Many  who  brought  with  them  some  little  fear  of  God  in 
their  hearts,  have  lost  that  little  amongst  ungodly  neigh- 
bors, and  the  sooner  because  they  have  not  for  years  heard 
a  pure  gospel  sermon,  or  exhortation,  in  their  own  language. 
Indeed,  many  are  become  little  better  than  heathen.     Out  of 
many  melancholy  proofs  of  this,  let  the  following  suffice: 

In  my  wanderings  through  T7i  scons  in,  I  met  a  nice  look- 
ing, apparently  talented  boy,  of  twelve  years  of  age,  who 
could  speak  English  pretty  well.     I  asked  him  if  there  were 
Germans  living  near.    He  answered,  "Yes,  in  yonder  wood  are 
many  families.'     'Of  what  religion  are  they?    Are  they  Cat- 
holics or  Protestants?1    Answere,   'I  do  not  know.'     'Of  what 
religion  are  you?'     'I  do  not  know,   '  said  the  boy.  'Do 
you  not  know  the  lord  Jesus  Christ?'     'I  never  heard  his 
name.'     'Do  you  never  pray?'    Answer,  'No,  I  never  learnt 
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it.'     Such  confessions  from  the  lips  of  children  make  one's 
heart  bleed,  and  the  eyes  run  over. 
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Yet,  the  Germans  in  the  "Test  are  not  quite  without  prea 
chers.     It  is  indeed  only  too  true,  what  I  had  read  in  re- 
ports from  the  '.Test,  that,  for  the  want  of  faithful  ordained 
ministers,  parsons  of  loose  character  have  crept  in,  intro- 
ducing themselves  to  the  Germans  as  preachers,  competent  to 
minister  in  holy  things.    Not  long  since,  such  a  person 
preached  in  Galena,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  apparently  with 
great  zeal,  and  approbation.     In  the  afternoon  this  praised 
preacher  was  found  in  a  low  public  house,  at  the  gambling 
table,  drunk,  wasting  the  money  collected  in  the  church  - 
mocking  the  deceived  Germans.     In  another  town  in  the  "Test, 
one  who  had  escaped  out  of  prison  in  Europe,  engaged  him- 
self as  a  preacher,  and  held  that  office  one  year  and  a 
half,  until  his  congregation  learnt  from  what  college  he 
was  promoted  to  the  ministry.    Next  to  such  wolves  in  sheep1 
clothing,  there  is  another  class  of  preachers,  who  consider 
themselves  end  followers  the  only  true  Christians,  and  think 
themselves  called  to  convert  the  whole  world;  but  their  dis- 
orderly and  unscriptural  system  of  making  converts  to  their 
own  sect,  are  not  the  best  means  to  win  souls  to  Christ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  stumbling  blocks  in  the  way  of  many, 
and  serve  to  bring  the  word  of  God,  and  the  office  of  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  into  contempt. 

Through  all  this,  our  faith  is  so  much  the  more  put  to 
the  test,  as  we  had  heard  that  this  distant  Test  was  white, 
ready  for  the  harvest,  and  hundreds,  who  had  been  so  long  de 
prived  of  all  outward  and  public  means  of  grace,  were  now 
hungering  and  thirsting  for  the  bread  of  life.    3ut  the  Lord 
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promise  stands  fast,  even  here:     'Ily  word  shall  not  return 
unto  me  void,  "but  shall  accomplish  that  whereto  I  send  it.' 
7e  sow  and  plant  in  hope,  looking  unto  the  Lord,  who  alone 
can  give  the  increase . 11 

In  August  of  1848  Mr.  Pleury  reports  again,  as  follows: 

"The  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  can  in  some  measure  he 
applied  even  to  my  barren  field  of  labor  among  the  0-ermans: 
'The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad,  and  the 
desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  parched 
ground  shall  become  a  pool,  and  the  thirsty  land  springs  of 
water,1     etc.    Our  church  in  Dubuq.ua  is  almost  doubled,  hav- 
ing received  an  addition  of  thirty  three  members,  eleven  of 
whom  are  young  people. 

How  far  our  church  has  not  only  increased  in  outward 
numbers  but  in  godly  life,  I  dare  scarcely  say;  the  Lord 
only  knows.     The  greater  number  of  hearers  and  regular  at- 
tendance on  public  worship;  the  attempt  to  pray  extempore 
in  the  prayer  meetings  in  my  absence,  and  when  1  was  ill; 
the  attempt  to  do  something  for  the  sick  and  the  poor;  a 
society  of  females  to  work  for  benevolent  purposes;  the  lit- 
tle mite  laid  by  monthly  for  the  missionary  cause;  may  be 
signs  that  the  leaven  of  the  Gospel  is  inwardly  at  work 
through  the  influences  of  the  Eply  Spirit. 

In  Tete  de  Llort ,  where  I  visit  and  preach  every  other 
Sunday,  I  have  hopes  ere  long  to  organize  a  little  church. 
The  marked  interest  in  the  word  of  uod  and  the  cause  of 
Ohrist,  is  manifested  in  a  gratifying  way  thus  far.  The 
largest  room  in  the  settlement  is  too  small  to  hold  the 
people  who  attend  the  service.     So  long  as  the  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Dubuque  did  not  know  that  his  sheep  in  Tete  de 
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I.iort  sought  nourishment  outside  of  his  claim,  a  considerable 
number  came  regularly  to  hear  the  pure  Gospel  of  c'esus  Christ. 
The  Lord's  invitations  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  come 
to  him  and  'buy  milk  and  honey  without  money  and  without  price' 
-  without  the  purchased  favor  of  saints,  without  mass,  indul- 
genees  and  absolution  from  the  priests  -  appeared  to  be  wel- 
come, even  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  heretic,  to  the  Catholic 
Germans.    'Then  they  were  asked  by  their  neighbors  how  they 
liked  the  sermons,  the  answered,  very  much,  it  is  all  very 
good,  if  it  were  but  Catholic! 

The  German  preaching  in  Tete  de  Lort  has  had  a  good 
influence  on  the  Americans  in  the  neighborhood.     Some  occa- 
sionally came  to  service,  but  they  desired  not  only  to  gra- 
tify their  curiosity  in  hearing  German  preaching,  they  wish- 
ed for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  Gospel  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, and  requested  me  to  preach  in  English  also.    They  are 
better  provided  for.    Brother  Windsor  has  undertaken  to 
preach  to  them  every  other  Sabbath.    The  Germans  and  Ameri- 
cans have  united  to  build  a  school  house  which  will  serve 
for  the  meetings  and  a  Sunday  school,    i'his  will  be  a  plea- 
santer  and  more  gratifying  meeting  than  it  is  said  took 
place  there  amongst  the  Indians.     Two  tribes  fought  dread- 
fully until  both  parties  were  almost  annihilated;  they  then 
united  and  made  peace  over  the  dead  bodies  of  their  brethren, 
buried  the  murdered,  and  gave  the  place  the  name  of  Tete  de 
liort . 

In  the  last  quarter  I  have  been  twice  to  Garnavillo,  in 
Clayton  county,  where  I  organized  a  small  church  consisting 
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of  six  members,  called  the  German  Evangelical  Church  of  Gar- 
navillo.     They  have  adopted  the  same  church  constitution  we 
have  in  Dubuque.    They  have  also  joined  the  Congregational 
Association. 

Although  this  church  is  very  small,  it  promises  fair  to 
be  a  great  blessing  for  the  Germans  around.     The  few  members 
are  all  decided  believers  and  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     One  of  them  (Carl  V.  Eess) ,  a  schoolmaster,  posses- 
sing child-like  faith,  and  a  deep,  experimental  knowledge  of 
the  word  of  God,  has  enjoyed  a  good  education,  and  has  great 
talent  for  teaching.    He  has  been  years  a  teacher  in  Europe, 
nas  brought  good  testimonials  from  school  committees  and  the 
government  respecting  his  work  and  character.    He  conducted 
a  prayer  meeting  before  the  formation  of  the  church,  and  does 
so  still.    At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  he  present- 
ed himself  to  undergo  an  examination  turned  out  to  the  per- 
fect satisfaction  of  the  Association,  and  a  license  was  un- 
animously granted.    He  now  preaches  in  two  different  places 
in  Clayton  county,  and  as  soon  as  he  can  afford  to  purchase 
a  horse  he  will  occasionally  preach  in  other  neighboring 
settlements. " 

The  Carl  /.  Hess  spoken  of  above  was  for  many  years  a 
missionary  amongst  the  J-ermans  in  Clayton  county,  and  in  other 
communities  outside.    ;-_e  was  the  father  of  Henry  and  Carl,  who 
later  did  a  splendid  work  among  their  countrymen  in  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  .    The  report  continues: 

"In  connection  with  the  above,  it  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  you  to  hear  how  the  lord,  for  the  v.^ant  of  qualified 
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laborers  amongst  the  Germans  in  the  woods,  commissions  mis- 
sionaries of  an  extraordinary  kind  to  do  his  work.     On  one 
of  my  above  mentioned  excursions  to  Clayton  county,  where  I 
sought  out  the  solitary  families  to  speak  to  them  of  the  sin- 
ner's Savior,  and  invite  them  to  attend  the  preaching  of  the 
word  of  God,  1  found  many  indifferent  and  spiritually  dead, 
but  amongst  the  bushes  I  also  found  in  miserable  huts,  two 
lonely  families  who  had  been  brought  through  many  troubles 
and  adversities.    Their  lowly  dwellings  were  to  me  a  Bethel. 
One  family  had  learnt  to  know  the  Lord  in  Pennsylvania; 
but  since  they  came  to  the  Test  became  careless,  and  had  gi- 
ven up  family  prayer,  according  to  their  own  confession. 
The  neighboring  family,  with  three  children,  acknowledged 
they  had  brought  with  them  to  the  '7est  only  a  dead  furrm  of 
Christianity,   'without  God  in  the  world,  and  without  hope.' 
They  settled  on  a  spot  where  they  had  never  heard  the  preach- 
ed word  of  God,  nor  did  they  feel  the  want  of  it.    'i'he  Lord 
employed  a  peculiar  preacher  for  these  parents,    Eheir  young- 
est child,  about  a  year  old,  a  most  lovely  babe,  idolized  by 
them  both,  was  very  sick,    'i'he  belief,  or  superstitious  idea 
led  them  to  think  that  because  it  had  not  been  baptized  it 
must  suffer,  they  therefore  caused  it  to  be  baptized  by  a 
pretended  preacher,  but  the  child  grew  worse  and  worse ,  con- 
vulsions came  on  and  twisted  the  eyes  and  limbs  of  the  child. 
Its  moaning  and  convulsive  cramps  made  a  more  deep  and  last- 
ing impression  on  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  both  parents 
than  the  most  earnest  sermon,    i'hey  each  thought  in  silence, 
their  child  must  suffer  and  die  on  account  of  tneir  sins;  but 
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how  and  where  to  find  help?    The  father  left  the  house,  the 
weeping  mother  laid  her  distorted  child  on  the  "bed,  knelt 
down  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  to  pray  the  wonder  work- 
ing Sod  to  spare  the  poor  child,  and  not  let  it  suffer  and 
die  for  her  sins,  and  promised  to  lead  a  "better  life.  As 
she  arose  from  her  knees  the  child  lay  quite  peaceful  on 
the  bed,  looked  and  smiled  at  its  mother,  as  if  it  would  say, 
my  sermon  has  gained  its  end  and  thy  prayer  is  heard.  She 
had  scarcely  taken  her  child  in  her  arms,  overjoyed  and  fill- 
ed with  gratitude,  when  the  father  came  in  with  tearful  eyes; 
struck  with  astonishment,  he  embraced  his  child  and  received 
it  as  a  wonderful  gift  of  uod.    Ashamed  to  pray  before  his 
wife  ht,  like  ner,  fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  open  air,  to 
cry  for  nelp  and  seek  tneir  unknown  '^od.    'Jhey  saw  the  pre- 
servation and  recovery  of  tneir  child  as  a  wonderful  hear- 
ing and  answering  of  prayer,  and  determined  from  that  hour 
to  seek  the  i.ord  together;  and  they  did  so,  for  from  that 
time  they  were  not  ashamed  to  pray  with  each  otner,  and  have 
family  worship  every  day.    xhat  light  which  the  Lord  had  so 
powerfully  kindled  in  them,  enlightened  those  who  were  in 
the  house,    xhe  two  elder  cnilaren,  especially  a  girl  about 
seven  years  of  age,  not  only  learned  from  her  parents  to  read, 
but  to  know  and  love  the  1,-ord,  her  -Savior,  and  his  word,  and 
can  relate  much  concerning  r.im.    aIso  their  neighbors  observ- 
ed the  change  of  neart ,  in  the  life  and  conversation  of  their, 
□  efore  time,  worldly  friends,  which  was  the  means  in  the  i/ord' 
hands,  of  awakening  them  also  out  of  their  slumber,  made  them 
reflect  and  remember  from  whence  they  were  fallen,  and  caused 
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them  in  good  earnest  to  turn  unto  the  Lord.    Now  these  two 
families,  united  in  Ohrist,  form  a  little  church  in  the  wild- 
erness, without  a  pastor.    I'hey  meet  together  regularly  once 
in  the  week  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath  to  edify  themselves. 
,/e  do  not  wish  the  Lord  should  every  where  make  use  of  the 
beloved  little  ones,  as  home  missionaries,  in  such  an  extra- 
ordinary way,  but  it  would  be  well  if  all  parents  and  teachers 
would  faithfully  attend  to  the  voice  of  such  preaching,  bro- 
ther ~ess  will  doubtless  occasionally  visit  these  dear  peo- 
ple, and  their  worldly  neighbors,    ihey  live  twenty  miles 
distant  from  him. 

This  instance  of  the  wonderful  ways  of  the  Lord,  served 
me  on  the  same  journey  for  encouragement  and  comfort,     l  was 
myself  unwell.    i'he  principal  object  of  my  journey,  namely, 
to  organize  the  little  churcn  in  Lrarnavillo,  seemed  to  be 
thwarted  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  billious  fever.     1  was 
beset  with  many  temptations,  reflecting  over  tne  weakened 
state  of  my  general  health,  since  i  came  to  the    /est.  Jut 
the  lively  remembrance  of  what  the  Lord  had  done  through  the 
little  suffering  home  missionary  in  the  wilderness,  made  me 
ashamed  of  my  weakness  and  strengthened  my  confidence  in  the 
true  rhysician,  whom  1  recommended  to  others.    Although  1 
had  not  slept  some  nights,  and  had  taken  little  or  no  nour- 
ishment the  last  three  days,  and  on  the  Saturday  night  i  had 
such  a  rush  of  blood  to  my  head,  that  i  feared  a  brain  fever, 
and  expected  my  end  drew  nigh,  nevertheless  I  was  able  to 
preach  the  next  morning,  the  Sabbath,  from  the  parable  of  the 
great  supper,  as  one  sent  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges 
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to  invite,  yea  to  entreat  guests  to  oome  to  the  supper.  Al- 
though the  greater  number  excused  themselves,  on  account  of 
the  yoke  of  oxen,  the  piece  of  land,  the  wife,  etc.,  (one 
man  who  desired  to  join  the  church  was  literally  drawn  out  of 
the  meeting  by  his  wife,  who  pulled  him  by  the  arm  saying, 
'you  must  not  forsake  the  Lutheran  faith,')  still  the  above 
mentioned  little  church  was  organized,  and  committed  into  the 
care  and  keeping  of  the  Lord.     I  might  give  an  interesting  ac- 
count how  the  Lord  on  my  homeway  used  my  illness  to  conduct 
me  to  a  lonely  hut,  and  take  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation 
to  an  anxious  dying  soul  and  to  pray  with  her.    Thus  the  Lord 
teaches  us  to  'rejoice  with  those  who  do  rejoice,  and  weep 
with  those  who  weep,'  looking  forward  to  the  promise  given 
to  the  watchmen  on  the  tower,  to  the  laborers  in  the  field, 
'He  that  goeth  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall 
doubtless  come  again  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him.'" 

This  is  the  last  report  from  Mr.  Floury.    Ee  did  a  splen- 
did work  in  Iowa,  but  it  was  too  soon  ended.     It  is  not  surp- 
rising that  he  had  a  longing  for  his  native  land,  and  that 
he  so  soon  returned  to  it. 

Ilrs.  ?icke  concludes  the  story  of  Mr,  ?leury's  life,  as 
follows: 

"His  health  being  impaired,  he  returned  to  Switzerland 
in  1849.    The  church  of  his  native  town  was  vacant;  he  re- 
ceived and  accepted  a  call  to  become  its  pastor. 

In  1850  he  married  the  daughter  of  a  friend  and  co-la- 
borer, one  whom  he  had  known  for  years  to  be  untiring  in  her 
labors  for  the  sick  and  poor.     Enough  the  community  of  Seniors 
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gave  him  citizenship  and  "built  him  a  house,  he  long  declined 
to  "become  pastor  of  the  church,  but  finally  accepted  that 
position,  and  held  it  with  the  assistance  of  his  eldest  son, 
and  successor,  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life.    He  found- 
ed a  hospital,  which  has  for  many  years  been  under  the  care 
of  his  second  son,  but  in  superintending  the  erection  of  a 
large  building,  three  stories  high,  for  its  use,  he  con- 
tracted a  painful  illness,  which  caused  his  death  in  1880. 
He  selected  as  text  for  his  funeral  sermon  I.  Tim.  1:15-17. 
His  last  words  were,  'How  happy  I  am  to  be  permitted  to  go 
home,  and  praised  by  Thy  holy  name.1     On  a  marble  slab,  a- 
bove  his  grave,  is  this  epitaph:     'This  monument  is  dedi- 
cated in  gratitude  by  the  community  of  Seniors,  to  its  hon- 
orary citizen,  Pastor  Peter  Fleury,  of  Saas.    He  was  a  preach- 
er of  righteousness,  a  comforter  of  the  sick  and  the  poor, 
the  founder  of  the  college  and  the  hospital.' 

If  forty  years  ago  our  denomination  had  been  awake  to 
the  needs  of  the  German  and  Swiss  in  our  land,  and  L"r.  Ploury, 
with  his  gift  of  organization  and  executive  ability  had  been 
retained  in  the  United  States,  what  a  power  for  good,  would 
German  Congregationalism  l$kve  become  ere  this.    But  alas  I 
that  golden  opportunity  was  lost,  and  may  it  not  be,  that  ot- 
her golden  opportunities  are  being  lost,  since  many  of  our 
churches,  today,  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  extending  to 
the  German  work  a  helping  hand." 

A  wonderful  man  was  this  man,  Peter  Fleury,  a  man  of 
large  brain  and  a  large  heart.    How  simple  and  beautiful 
and  strong  and  steady  his  pietyi    What  a  debt  of  gratitude 
we  owe  to  him  and  to  many  of  those  who  lollowed  him  from 
the  fat norland I 
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Eighth 3ket oh, 

AI?R2D  WRIGHT 

Mr,  Wright  was  born  on  the  17th  of  March  1803,  in  that 
part  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts  known  as  Caborville,  He 
graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  the  class  of  1827,  and  from 
the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary  in  the  class  of  1850.  His 
choice  of  Seminary  shows  his  Presbyterian  leaning. 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  Seminary  he  went  with 
six  of  his  classmates  to  Missouri,  where  he  was  in  service 
for  about  sixteen  years. 

Some  of  the  qualities  of  the  young  missionary  and  the 
conditions  under  which  ha  lablored,  are  revealed  in  his 
early  reports  from  I.lissouri. 

In  October  of  1832  he  writes  from  I.Ionroe  county  as  fol- 
lows: 

"God  has  seconded  the  efforts  of  his  friends  in  the 
form-ation  of  a  County  Sible  Society,  and  County  Temperance 
Society,  and  Tract  Societies.     Indeed,  these  efforts  have 
exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations.    ...cre  than  twenty 
dollars  v/as  immediately  subscribed  to  the  Bible  Society.  The 
Temperance  Society  numbered  sixty  members  within  one  month  of 
its  formation.    The  way  seems  to  be  preparing  for  the  trium- 
phal march  of  King  Immanuel  through  this  dry  and  thirsty  land, 
where  no  water  is.    Sabbath  Schools  have  increased,     le  have 
a  small  Sabbath  School  in  this  place,  conducted  principally 
by  Mrs.  W.    We  have  two  in  the  country,  principally  under  the 
care  of  members  in  cur  church.     Could  suitable  teachers  be 
obtained,  we  could  establish  Sunday  Schools  in  every  neigh- 
borhood.   Mrs.  W.  week  school  opens  a  field  for  extensive 
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usefulness  among  the  children  and  youth  of  this  place,  and 
the  surrounding  country.    The  children  are  delighted  with 
her  school,  and  the  parents  seem  satisfied  With  her  manner 
of  instruction. 

A  Presbyterian  four  days  meeting  was  held  here  on  the 
fourth  Sabbath  in  June,  and  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per was  administered  for  the  first  time.    A  concourse  of 
people  assembled,  and  much  interest  was  excited.    Two  were 
added  to  the  church." 

After  three  years  of  service  he  reports  again  January '34: 

"TThen  we  look  over  the  field  in  which  we  have  labored 
for  the  space  of  three  years,  we  discover  that  a  great  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  moral  aspect  of  this  community;  but 
more  especially  within  the  last  twelve  months.    How  much  of 
this  change,  under  God,  may  be  attributed  to  our  labors, 
eternity  alone  must  disclose.    W«  have  labored  in  the  midst 
of  opposition  and  discouragements  of  various  kinds.  Presby- 
terian influence  has  always  been  most  dreaded  and  most  oppo- 
sed.   Situated  in  the  midst  of  different  sects,  having  their 
different  prejudices  against  Presbyterians,  we  have  labored, 
not  so  much  to  build  up  any  particular  party  or  sect,  as  to 
enforce  upon  all  the  duty  of  immediate  repentance  and  sub- 
mission to  God.    The  different  evangelical  societies  have  re- 
ceived, from  time  to  time,  accessions  to  their  Churches,  of 
such,  we  trust,  as  will  finally  be  saved.    Thirteen  have  been 
received,  during  the  last  quarter,  into  the  Presbyterian 
Church;  eight  on  certificate,  and  five  on  examination. 

Two  Presbyterian  camp  meetings  have  recently  been  held 
in  I.Iarion,  the  county  north  of  us.  At  the  first,  it  is  re- 
ported  that  not  less  than  seventy  joined  the  lord's  array. 
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At  the  second  I  was  present.    Deep  feeling  was  apparent  in 
the  professed  followers  of  Christ \  they  had  strong  faith 
that  God  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  and  revive  his  work  on 
that  occasion.    Their  expectations  were  more  than  realized. 
On  the  Sabbath  there  came  forward  to  the  seats  prepared  for 
the  anxious,  not  less  than  sixty  deeply  affected  with  a  sense 
of  their  lost  condition  by  nature,  and  their  need  of  an  in- 
terest in  the  great  salvation.    More  than  fifty,  during  the 
meeting,  professed  a  trembling  hope,  and  united  themselves 
with  the  people  of  God.    Some  were  men  of  influence  and  dis- 
tinction." 

Prefacing  a  report  from  Mr*  Wright  from  Paris,  Missou- 
ri, published  October  1838,  the  secretaries  write: 

"It  is  with  deep  emotion  that  the  Christian  philanthro- 
pist perceives  the  great  disproportion  between  the  means  of 
moral  culture  and  the  other  influences  which  are  forming 
the  character  of  Llissouri.    We  have  for  ten  years  faithfully 
pleaded  the  cause  of  this  interesting  state  -  have  publicly, 
and  in  private  interviews  and  correspondence ,  laid  the  claims 
of  its  waste  places  before  the  consciences  of  ministers 
seeking  Missionary  employment  -  and  yet  we  are  told  that  the 
number  of  its  ministers  is  no  larger  than  it  was  years  ago; 
while  the  demand  has  increased  more  than  fourfold.  As 
Christians,  and  as  patriots  anxious  for  the  future  happiness 
of  our  country,  we  are  deeply  distressed  by  this  state  of 
things.    We  know  of  no  good  reason  why  it  should  be  so.  We 
earnestly  beseech  all  candidates  for  missionary  employment 
in  the  '"est,  to  ask  themselves  if  they  are  not  personally 
responsible  to  do  something  to  supply  this  painful  deficiency. 
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The  report  is  as  follows: 

"Since  the  first  of  May  I  have  visited  several  places 
in  which  it  appears  to  me  important  that  the  Gospel  "banner 
should  he  unfurled. 

I  have  visited  the  north  fork  of  the  Salt  river,  where 
there  has  "been  little  or  no  preaching  of  our  order  since  my 
own  labors  there  five  or  six  years  ago.    Yet  the  population 
in  that  time  has  more  than  doubled.    Presbyterians  in  this 
neighborhood  have  diminished.  -  one  family  now  remaining. 
This  I  regard  as  an  important  post.    The  population  is  dense, 
and  many  souls  are  yet  to  be  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 
I  have  also  visited  the  south  fork  of  Salt  river,  where  there 
is  a  rapidly  increasing  population,  and  where  I  preached  oc- 
casionally five  or  six  years  ago.    This  settlement  has  be- 
come destitute  of  regular  preaching  of  any  kind.    The  only 
church  found  in  the  settlement  is  Campbellite.    This  is  an 
important  post. 

I  have  also  visited  Lick  creek  settlement  where  I  occa- 
sionally preached  some  years  since.    The  population  in  the 
course  of  four  or  five  years  has  more  than  trebled.  Yet 
there  is  no  church  in  the  settlement  of  any  denomination, 
and  but  few  members  of  any  religious  society.     The  people 
however  have  built  a  comfortable  school-house,  which  is 
sufficiently  large  to  answer  for  a  place  of  religious  wor- 
ship.   They  are  fond  of  meetings,  and  give  good  attention 
to  the  preaching  of  the  word. 

I  have  also  visited  Centerville,  about  seventy-five 
miles  from  this  place,  at  the  solicitation  of  one  Presby- 
terian family,  anxious  for  the  J-ospel.    r.ere  is  a  strong 
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settlement,  consisting  of  different  denominations,  Presby- 
terians, Liethodists ,  Campbellites ,  etc.     Infidelity,  Sab- 
bath-breaking and  intemperance,  are  some  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of  here." 

In  April  of  1839  Mr.  '"right  reports  that  conditions  are 
growing  worse  rather  than  better.    He  writes: 

"Since  my  report  in  November  I  have  visited  a  county, 
seat,  containing  about  three  hundred  inhabitants.  Three 
years  ago  I  visited  this  place  in  the  character  of  tract  a- 
gent.     I  was  then  struck  with  the  apparent  piety  and  moral- 
ity of  the  people  compared  with  that  of  other  places.  I 
circulated  many  religious  books  among  the  people ,  and  they 
received  them  with  eagerness.    But  now,  there  is  an  apparent 
change  for  the  worse.     Some  have  left  and  others  come  in 
their  places,     The  former  inn-keeper,  who  was  a  temperance 
mand  and  kept  no  bar,  has  sold  his  possessions  to  one  who 
has  erected  a  bar,  and  drav/s  about  hime  the  dissolute,  pro- 
fane, intemperate,  and  the  utter  despisers  of  the  divine 
laws.    The  former  landlord  was  trouDled  with  no  such  com- 
pany; he  kept  a  decent  house.  This  dram-selling  inn,  toget- 
her with  the  removal  of  several  of  the  most  pious  and  valua- 
ble citizens,  has  opened  a  door  of  vice  in  this  place. 

I.     is  a  county  seat.    Reformers,   'Anti-mission  Baptists,1 
I.lethodiest ,  Cumberland  Presbyterians,  have  preached  here  un- 
til the  people  7/ish  to  hear  no  more.    ETo  one,  at  this  time, 
not  even  a  passing  stranger,  can  collect  a  respectable  con- 
gregation.   'There  the  fault  is,  whether  in  the  preacher  or 
the  people,  or  both,  I  cannot  tell.    There  is  wrong  somewhere. 
Liss  IT.  is  now  teaching  a  female  school  in  this  place  under 

very  favorable  auspices.     It  has  rapidly  increased  in  size 
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and  popularity,  since  its  commencement.  She  hopes  soon  to 
"be  able  to  establish  -  what  has  never  yet  been  established 

in  the  place  -  a  Sabbath  school.    At   ,  a  little  town 

in  this  county,  there  is  one  family  of  Presbyterians,  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  'Reformers.'     They  remain,  however, 
like  the  old  beaten  oak,  which  has  weathered  many  storms, 
firm  and  unshaken  in  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the 
Presbyterian  minister  may  do  much  good  here,  and  offer  to 
provide  a  stand,  or  a  meeting-house,  for  preaching  as  soon 
as  the  weather  moderates. 

In  attempting  to  cross  from  jsloomington  to  Shelbyville, 
a  distance  of  thirty-six  miles,  without  a  road,  I  lost  my 
course  and  wandered  far  away  from  any  human  habitation.  The 
day  was  cloudy,  night  drew  on,  and  overtook  me,  lost  and  a- 
lone ,  and  unable  to  proceed  for  the  darkness.    All  1  could 
do  in  these  circumstances  was  to  resign  myself  to  the  will 
of  rrovidence,  sheltered  only  by  the  wide  canopy  of  heaven, 
and  wait  for  morning  light.     I  heard  nothing  during  the 
night,  save  the  occasional  rustling  of  leaves  and  the  harsh 
notes  of  screech-owls.    It  was  a  dreary  night,  made  more  so 
by  a  sense  of  my  lost  condition.     If  ever  I  was  thankful  for 
anything,  it  was  for  the  retiirn  of  morning.     I  then  proceed- 
ed twelve  miles,  and  to  my  great  joy  found  a  human  habita- 
tion, and  learned  that  i  was  within  twelve  miles  of  _raris." 

The  report  of  October  1839  is  more  encouraging,  and 
indicates  conditions  are  not  growing  worse,  but  better: 

"There  are  some  things  of  special  interest  on  and  near 
my  field,     in  a  recent  visit  to  Iiuntsville ,  the  county  seat 
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of  Randolph ,  I  learnt,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  the  i.ord 
was  graciously  reviving  his  work  in  that  whole  region.  This 
work  seems  to  have  been  commenced  and  carried  on  by  means  of 
union  meetings  -  so  called  from  the  fact  that  different  evan- 
gelical denominations  unite  in  carrying  them  forward.  These 
different  societies,  forgetting  for  a  time  all  party  names  and 
distinctions,  labor  as  one  for  the  salvation  of  men;  and  God 
crowns  this  united  effort  of  his  children  against  the  prince 
of  darkness,  with  his  signal  favor  and  blessing. 

'.Thile  in  Huntsville,  a  meeting  of  this  kind  was  in  pro- 
gress.   Here  was  the  aged  sinner,  whose  had  was  covered  o- 
ver  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters,  the  middle  aged  and 
young,  rejoicing  in  hope  that  the  chains  by  which  Satan  had 
held  them  in  bondage,   1 lo ,  these  many  years,'  were  now  bro- 
ken and  their  captive  souls  set  at  liberty.    The  aspect  of 
things  here  is  the  more  remarkable,  from  the  fact  that  not 
twelve  months  since  there  could  scarcely  be  collected  a  res- 
pectable congregation.    But  since  this  united  effort,  no 
house  in  the  place  can  be  found  sufficiently  large  to  con- 
tain people  that  may  be  collected  for  public  worship.  The 
precise  number  of  hopeful  conversions  in  the  town  and  county, 
is,  as  yet,  unknown  to  me.     In  one  neighborhood  not  far  from 
H. ,  one  hundred  and  fifty  have  professed  hope  in  Jesus.  The 
aggregate  number  in  the  county  cannot  be  less,  and  probably 
greatly  exceeds  three  hundred,    .among  the  conversions,  I  am 
credible  informed,  may  be  found  those  whose  feet  had  well 
nigh  slipped  -  who  were  so  far  gone  in  vice  and  dissipation, 
that  there  was  little  hope  that  the  arm  of  divine  mercy 
would  ever  be  extended  to  them,  either  in  this  world,  or  in 
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that  which  is  to  come. 

United  efforts  have  also  been  extended  into  the  coun- 
ties of  Howard,  Boon,  and  Llarion,  with  similar,  if  not  equal 
results.    Hear  Fayette,  the  county  seat  of  Howard,  I  am  told 
that  the  horse-racer,  the  gambler  and  the  dissolute,  have 
forsaken  their  sinful  course,  and  are  now  running  the  race 
set  before  them  in  the  G-ospel.     In  all  this  region  there  is 
not  a  Presbyterian  minister  (save  myself)  to  join  in  this 
united  effort  against  the  prince  of  darkness.     I  rejoice  that 
God  is  raising  up  more  of  other  orders  to  effect  what  we 
would  gladly  participate  in  effecting,  were  it  in  our  power. 
I  rejoice  the  more,  as  I  have  confidence  in  the  men  and 
measures  by  which  this  work  is  effected.    They  are  all  mis- 
sionary men,  and  warm  advocates  of  every  benevolent  institution 

In  Macon  county  this  effort  has  been  alike  successful. 
Rear  Bloomington,  the  county  seat,  there  has  been  a  refresh- 
ing season;  some  twenty-f ive ,  or  less,  have  professed  reli- 
gion.    I  recently  held  a  temperance  meeting  at  Genterville, 
with  a  Llethodist  brother,  which  I  trust  will  result  in  the 
formation  of  a  temperance  society.    Our  addresses  on  the  sub- 
ject were  listened  to  with  much  patience,  and  have  in  part, 
I  trust,  produced  the  desired  effect." 

This  seems  to  be  I.ir.  Wright's  last  report  from  Liissouri, 
although  he  was  in  service  there  five  or  six  years  longer. 

In  the  spring  of  1846  Mr.  Wright  puts  in  an  appearance 
at  Big  Woods,  in  Jones  county,  Iowa.    He  is  a  Presbyterian 
minister  with  a  Congregational  heritage. 

He  found  at  Big  Woods  a  few  rresbyterians  desirous  of 
entering  into  church  relations,    i'hese ,  to  the  number  of  six, 
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met  in  house  of  Mr.  bright  to  take  initial  steps  for  the 
organization.    Strange  to  say  this  company,  Presbyterians , 
every  one  of  them  including  the  minister,  resolved  to  organ- 
ize a  Congregational  church,  concluding  that  the  Congregation- 
al form  of  church  government,  would  perhaps  be  better  adapted 
to  the  region,  and  the  church  better  supplied  with  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel,  if  Congregational ,  rather  than  Pres- 
byterian.    In  view  of  these  considerations,  they  were  more 
than  -.Tilling  to  adopt  the  Congregational  mode.    The  record 
also  states  that  "One  of  the  members,  a  leading  man,  had  a 
little  before  attended  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association 
of  Iowa,  and  was  fully  satisfied  that  a  Congregational  church 
would  do  for  the  west,  and  especially  for  Big  Woods." 

Mr.  Wright's  commission  for  the  field  dates  November  16, 

1846. 

His  first  report,  August  1847,  is  as  follows: 
"The  commission  which  you  sent,  was  just  in  time  to 
prevent  us  from  receding  from  this  important  field  of  labor. 
The  people,  though  exceeding  kind  and  obliging,  and  particu- 
larly the  members  of  our  church,  could  do  but  little  towards 
supplying  our  imperious  necessities.     Indeed,  I  have  thought 
of  some  of  them,  that  their  hearts  were  much  larger  than  their 
means.     5o  far  as  I  can  judge,  I  have  the  confidence  of  this 
community,  and  believe  that  our  labor  here  will  not  be  in  vain. 

There  is  no  point,  it  would  seem,  where  a  missionary  is 
more  needed,  and  where  his  services  would  be  so  highly  prized 
by  the  few,  while,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  no  point  where 
the  great  mass  of  the  community  are  so  reckless  of  religious 
restraints.    Such  are  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  those 
who  love  the  cause  of  Zion  here,  that  they  never  could  enjoy 
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the  undivided  services  of  a  minister,  unaided,  from  abroad. 

The  habit  of  sin  is  so  fixed  in  the  breasts  of  some  here, 
that  with  unblushing  effrontery,  they  shoulder  their  guns, 
carry  their  fish-poles  and  spears,  harness  their  teams,  and 
hunt  and  fish,  and  haul  and  harrow  and  make  sugar  on  the 
Sabbath.    And  many  of  these  are  the  sons  of  New  England. 

Yet  I  have  found  things  more  hopeful  here  than  I  had 
anticipated  from  representations  made  to  me  on  my  way  to  this 
place.     Ihere  are  some  choice  spirits  here,  some  as  devotedly 
pious  as  I  have  every  found  in  any  place.    Of  these  we  formed 
in  November  last,  a  small  Congregational  church,  now  numbering 
ten  members,  with  good  hope  that  this  number  will  be  shortly 
increased.     Indeed,  the  prospects  of  gathering  a  church  here, 
are  quite  favorable.    True,  the  materials  of  which  it  must  be 
composed  must  be  rather  heterogeneous,  yet  of  them,  we  trust, 
the  Lord  will  raise  up  a  little  army  to  honor  him. 

The  labor  of  gathering  a  church  of  our  order  here,  I  fore- 
see will  be  arduous  and  difficult,  and  that  the  missionary  must 
go  from  house  to  house,  and  from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood, 
pressing  the  truth  personally  upon  the  hearts  and  consciences 
of  sinners;  for  if  we  wait  to  see  them  until  we  find  them  at 
our  regular  places  of  preaching,  we  may  never  see  them  at  all, 
The  habit  of  neglecting  religion,  when  once  formed,  is  so 
fixed  and  abiding,  that  nothing  but  extraordinary  means,  ac- 
companied by  the  mighty  energies  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  can  lead 
men  to  change  their  course  or  reform  their  lives." 

At  the  end  of  his  first  year,  writing  from  Jairview, 
(the  same  as  Big  'Joods,  or  xmamosa)  the  missionary  writes, 
reviewing  his  first  year,  as  follows: 
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"The  year  for  which  I  was  commissioned  has  now  expired, 
"while  I  rejoice  that  any  good  has  been  accomplished,  I  mourn 
that  the  tokens  of  good  are  not  more  manifest,  that  there  has 
been  no  general  turning  to  the  Lord.     It  is  literally  true 
that  'we  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight." 

My  labors  have  been  somewhat  interrupted,  during  the  past 
quarter,  by  a  return  of  chills  and  fever;  especially  that  kind 
of  labor  v/hich  I  deem  of  vital  interest  in  this  region,  viz., 
that  of  visiting  the  people.    3ut  my  regular  appointments  on 
the  Sabbath,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  I  have  been  able 
to  fill.     Ve  had  a  communion  season  at  Home  two  weeks  since, 
at  which  three  wanderers  from  the  fold  returned  to  their  al- 
legiance,    cur  church  has  more  than  doubled  since  its  organi- 
zation.   There  are  more  who  talk  of  uniting  with  us  as  soon 
as  they  get  their  letters.    The  sheep  here,  which  have  wan- 
dered from  the  fold,  too  often  need  reconverting.    They  are 
wayward  and  not  easily  brought  back.    They  have  wandered  un- 
til they  have  become  wild. 

Cur  country  is  rapidly  improving.    Since  my  last,  otir 
county-seat  has  been  established  at  j^exington;  a  court-house 
has  been  raised  and  enclosed,  and  has  been  used  for  one  sit- 
ting of  the  district  court,  and  for  preaching  purposes,  un- 
til the  weather  became  too  disagreeable.    A  log  school-house 
has  also  been  erected,  and  a  school  commenced  in  it  -  the 
first  in  the  place.     Uiis  will  afford  a  comfortable  place  for 
preaching  in  the  winter,  and  for  Sabbath  school  which  has  al- 
ready been  commenced.    A  lady  told  me,  a  few  days  since,  that 
they  people  were  not  near  as  bad  now  as  they  were  a  year  or 
eighteen  months  ago;  and  a  gentleman  said  that  there  had  been 
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more  improvement  here  during  the  four  months  £ast  than  there 
had  been  in  the  four  previous  years. 

several  families  have  come  in  among  us  recently.  Of 
these,  some  are  of  the  k'ethodist  order,  and  have  introduced 
Methodist  circuit  preaching,    i'hey  occupy  three  Sabbaths  in 
the  month  in  this  place.    May  the  Lord  enable  them  to  do  much 
goodj     for  there  is  much  room. 

An  effort  is  now  making  to  build  a  meeting-house  at  ?air- 
View,  and  to  secure  a  parsonage.     I  cannot  predict  the  result; 
but  flatter  myself  that  a  house  will  be  erected  which  shall 
answerethe  double  purpose  of  a  school-house  and  a  meeting- 
house.    I'he  church  and  people  meet  soon  to  determine  this 
matter. " 

In  August  of  1848,  writing  now  from  Lexington  (the  same 
as  3ig  77oods,  or  lair  View,  or  Anamosa)  he  reports: 

"Although  our  hopes  are  not  entirely  disappointed,  they 
are  far  from  being  fully  realized.    r2ruth  is  received  but 
slowly,  while  error  is  drunk  down  greedily,     Chat  doctrine 
which  will  permit  men  to  sin  on  till  death,  and  still  hope 
to  go  to  heaven,  is  decidedly  the  most  popular  among  many  of 
our  citizens.    The  doctrine  has  recently  been  taught  and  re- 
ceived here,  that  the  great  moral  change  necessary  to  heaven 
will  not  take  place  in  this  life,  but  must  and  will  take 
place  in  the  life  to  come,    ihe  main  argument  to  prove  this 
position,  if  I  understand,  is,  that  all  the  different  deno- 
minations must  think  and  feel  alike  before  they  can  go  to 
heaven,  and  this  they  will  never  do  in  this  world.  Hence 
there  must  be  a  radical  change  after  death,    ^nd  on  this  foun- 


121 

dation,  I  fear,  many  are  building  for  eternity.  I  infer  this 
from  the  fact  that  the  Sabbath  and  its  ordinances  they  almost 
entirely  disregard. 

Since  our  last,  however,  we  are  happy  to  record  the  con- 
version of  two  who  trusted  in  their  morality.      '-hey  were  our 
nearest  neighbors,  for  whose  salvation  we  had  labored  and 
prayed  until  we  left  the  neighborhood.     .3onn  after,  a  lady  of 
one  of  these  families  invited  me  to  preach  at  their  house,  for 
the  special  benefit  of  one  of  their  neighbors,  who  promised 
to  attend;  but  thinking  his  attendance  very  doubtful,  I  chose 
a  subject,  as  I  thought,  suitable  to  the  case  of  these  two 
moralists,  praying  the  ^.ord  that  it  might  be  blessed  to  the 
good  of  their  souls.    _rom  this  time  they  found  no  rest  until 
they  found  it  in  renouncing  their  own  righteousness,  and 
trusting  alone  to  the  righteousness  of  Jhrist  for  salvation. 
None  but  their  pious  wives  stood  by  them  to  witness  their 
anguish  of  spirit,  or  their  struggle  of  soul  in  the  act  of 
yielding  up  all  for  ,hrist.     It  was  a  short  but  painful  strug- 
gle,    in  less  than  three  days,  hope  and  joy  beamed  in  each  of 
their  countenances,  such  as  they  had  never  before  experienced. 

Great  was  the  change,  their  neighbors  cried, 
And  great  the  grace,  our  lips  replied. 

These  men,  though  not  united  to  us  in  church  relations, 
are,  7e  trust,  united  to    hrist ,  and  will  do  good,    lhat  they 
may  be  good  soldiers  for  Christ  is  what  we  most  desire;  though 
they  may  enlist  under  other  colors. 

Since  our  last,  too,  our  merchants  have  ceased  to  bring 
whiskey  to  our  place.    The  result  is,  that  we  can  now  enter 
town  without  being  annoyed  by  the  drunkard.     It  has  brought  a 
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calm  over  us  not  unlike  that  which  succeeds  the  boisterous 
and  troubled  ocean  after  a  tempest.    The  Lord  grant  that  it 
may  continue. 

^e  have  now  three  Sabbath  schools  in  operation  at  my 
three  different  points  of  preaching;  how  well  they  will  suc- 
ceed is  yet  to  be  tested.    They  are  not  all  well  supplied 
with  efficient  teachers. 

Our  town  is  rapidly  improving:     five  buildings  have  been 
raised  within  the  last  quarter." 

The  next  report  is  from  Anamosa.     It  is  published  in 
August  of  1849,  and  is  as  follows: 

"The  past  quarter  has  been  one  of  some  excitement,  though 
not  of  a  religious  character,    probably  not  less  than  seven  or 
eight  hundred  emigrants  have  passed  through  this  place  on  their 
way  to  California,  during  the  past  quarter,  encountering  deep 
mud  and  miry  sloughs,  almost  impassable  even  for  teams  with 
empty  wagons.     Our  sympathetic  feelings  have  often  been  very 
much  excited,  especially  for  those  with  families  of  small 
children,  and  with  their  aged  parents  along,  barely  able,  it 
would  seem,  to  sustain  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  much  less 
the  fatigues  of  a  long  and  difficult  journey.     What  powerful 
attractions  has  goldi    and  what  will  not  men  encounter  to 
secure  it?    Families,  in  circumstance  of  apparent  comfort 
and  ease,  are  seen  to  hazard  all  this,  with  the  hope  of  se- 
curing greater  in  California.    The  children  of  this  world 
will  encounter  far  more  fatigue,  exposure  and  privation,  for 
the  pelf  of  earth,  that  the  Christian  will,  to  secure  to 
himself  and  others  a  title  to  the  riches  and  glories  of  heaven! 
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By  the  aid,  of  two  of  our  Baptist  brothers,  we  now  keep 
alive  three  Sabbath  schools,  which  are,  at  this  time,  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition. 

Three  persons  have  spoken  of  uniting  with  us  at  our  next 
communion  -  others  may. 

Our  place  is  located  on  the  T.7apsipinicon  river,  near 
the  bridge,  on  the  military  road,  and  is  rapidly  improving. 
It  has  a  grist  and  saw-mill  at  the  bridge,  and  there  is  also 
one  on  the  Buffalo  fork,  about  one  mile  from  town.  Seven 
buildings  have  been  put  in  progress  of  erection  within  a  few 
months. " 

In  his  report  for  Llarch,  1850,  Lir.  bright  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  a  missionary  bos: 

"It  was  a  rich  legacy  to  a  poor  missionary.    She  style 
and  richness  of  the  articles,  and  the  tasteful  and  orderly 
manner  in  which  they  were  put  up,  showed  conclusively  to 
our  minds  in  what  estimation  missionaries  were  held  by  the 
donors.    They  seem  to  say  to  .us ,  'The  Gospel  refines  and 
elevates  society;  and  our  gifts  to  missionaries  shall  show 
the  state  of  advancement  here,  and  lead  them  to  labor  more 
assiduously  for  the  same  state  of  elevation  on  missionary 
ground . 1 

This  report  closes  my  third  missionary  year  in  Iowa. 
During  this  period,  society  has  advanced  and  improved  in 
several  respects.    Our  church  has  been  originated  and  in- 
creased from  six  to  six  times  the  number.     Cur  schools  in 
the  county  have  increased  from  one  to  five;  our  stores, 
from  one  to  eight;  our  mills  from  two  to  six;  and  our  popu- 
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lation,  I  presume  has  more  than  trebled.  Che  moral  aspect 
of  things,  though  very  bad,  as  yet,  has  very  much  improved 
and  is  still  improving. 

Two  were  added  to  our  church  on  examination  at  our  last 
communion.    Pour  others  have  recently  come  among  us  who  speak 
of  uniting  with  us  by  letters.    Cur  church  is  beginning  to 
assume  more  and  more  importance;  and  nothing  but  consistency 
on  the  part  of  all  its  members  is  necessary  to  give  it  influ- 
ence . 

A  lady  of  our  congregation,  at  -.hose  house  I  regularly 
preach  has  recently  been  called  away  by  death.    While  in 
health,  I  conversed  with  her  several  times  in  relation  to 
her  hopes  of  heaven.    She  always  expressed  a  hope,  and  a 
love  for  the  service  of  :od;  at  the  same  time,  her  doubts 
and  fears  -  and  was  so  much  afraid  that  she  might  be  de- 
ceived, and  be  left  to  dishonor  the  oavior,  that  she  never 
got  her  own  oonsent  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  her  own 
faith.    But  while  on  her  dying  bed,  she  had  new  and  anima- 
ting views  of  her  Savior,  felt  that  he  was  near  her,  even 
at  her  side,  and  was  unspeakably  happy  in  view  of  meeting 
him  in  glory.     In  her  near  prospect  of  departure,  she  gat- 
hered around  her  bed,  her  husband,  children  and  all  her 
friends,  pressing  them  to  her  bo3om,  and  urging  them  to 
follow  the  Savior,  v;ith  a  tone  and  emphasis,  that  were 
deeply  impressive.    lev  very  looks  bespoke  'heaven  in  her 
eye  and  glory  in  her  soul.1     One  thing  she  regretted,  was, 
that  she  had  never  publicly  professed  Christ  and  joined 
the  people  of  God.     In  her  death,  society  has  lost  one  of 
its  important  supports." 
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In  August  of  the  same  year  there  is  another  report , 
devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  Calif ornians  passing 
through  the  town  and  some  of  them  going  from  Iowa.  Perhaps 
it  will  not  "be  of  £.ny  special  profit  to  copy  this  report. 

In  May  of  '51  Mr.  bright  reports  a  revival  meeting  with 
good  results,  but  the  spoils  to  he  divided  between  several 
denominations • 

"Our  own  church  followed  up  this  effort  by  a  protracted 
meeting  of  one  /reek,  in  which  there  were  several  marked  con- 
versions.   77©  then  united  with  the  Methodists  and  continued 
our  meetings  two  weeks  longer.    During  this  time,  there  have 
been,  as  we  suppose,  thirty  conversions.    Eleven  of  these 
have  offered  themselves  to  this  church,    fourteen  have  offer- 
ed themselves  to  the  Methodists.     Others  are  undecided  as 
to  their  church  relations,    "he  United  Brethren  and  the 
Baptists  will  doubtless  share  in  the  fruits  of  this  work.1' 

In  June  of  '53  he  reports  a  new  meeting-house  whieh 
stirs  up  other  churches  to  build: 

"TJe  have  completed  a  house  of  worship,  worth  about  y;600 , 
by  the  aid  of  about  v130  from  abroad. 

Since  my  last,  four  have  united  with  our  church  by 
profession.     Three  have  been  dismissed  to  occupy  other  and 
more  distant  points  in  Iowa.    The  erection  of  our  little 
church  has  excited  quite  a  spirit  of  building  houses  of 
worship  on  the  part  of  other  denominations.     The  Methodists 
talk  of  building  a  house  worth  yl,500,  provided  they  can 
get  means  from  abroad  with  7/hich  to  do  it.     The  United 
Brethren  have  already  commenced  hewing  timber  for  a  church 
edifice.    The  Universalists  have  also  circulated  their  sub- 
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script  ion  for  building  a  church  edifice;  "but  have  recently- 
proposed  uniting  their  subscription  with  another  for  buil- 
ding a  school  house  and  a  town  hall. 

During  the  winter  I  have  devoted  one  fourth  part  of  ray 
time  to  preaching  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  There 
is  a  prevailing  desire  on  the  part  of  some  in  this  region 
to  secure  a  Congregational  or  Presbyterian  organization,  and 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  house  of  worship. 

At  present,  there  is  at  that  place  no  organization  of 
any  kind,  and  professing  Christians  of  all  denominations  are 
as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.    A  suitable  person  located  at 
this  point,  at  this  time,  might  build  up  a  church.  One 
Presbyterian  gentleman  told  me  on  my  last  visit  to  his  house, 
that  he  would  either  have  a  church  or  sell  out;  he  could  not 
think  of  living  any  longer  without  church  privileges  for 
himself  and  family." 

Mr.  bright 's  work  at  Anamosa  covered  a  period  of  eight 
years,  and  he  laid  solidly  and  well  the  foundations  of  the 
good  church  which  has  been  a  comfort  and  tower  of  strength 
to  us  in  all  the  succeeding  years. 

Ee  closed  his  work  at  Anamosa  December  1,  1855  and 
January  1,  1854,  began  his  pastorate  at  Q,uasqueton. 

He  had  really  begun  his  work  at  ^uasqueton  before  he 
began  his  pastorate,  for,  by  his  inspiration  and  under  his 
supervision,  the  church  had  been  organized  June  20,  1853. 

In  December  of  1854  he  reports  from  i-uasqueton: 

"The  last  Sabbath  in  the  year  -  our  regular  communion 
Sabbath  -  was  truly  a  solemn  and  interesting  day.    To  every 
saint  it  was  truly  cheering  to  reflect,  that  though  afflicted 


137 

and  chastened  during  the  year,   'mercy  had  still  compassed 
him  about,'  that  health  had  been  restored,  and  that  joy 
and  gladness  was  within  his  dwelling,  while  he  was  per- 
mitted to  spend  the  last  day  of  the  year  in  a  joyful  recog- 
nition of  a  Savior's  dying  love.    Many  a  christian  stran- 
ger could  join  with  us,  in  glad  hosannas  to  the  king  of 
David;  for  the  Lord  had  preserved  them  by  the  way,  while 
others  on  the  same  routes  on  which  they  came,  had  been  borne 
to  earth,    '2he  christian  stranger,  however,  while  he  is  ready 
to  eat  and  drink  at  the  table  of  our  common  Lord,  is  often 
slow  to  identify  himself  with  our  churches.     In  our  own  town 
there  are  four  Presbyterians  and  four  Oongregationalists , 
who,  though  in  one  sense  they  make  a  part  of  us,  yet  have 
not  joined  us.    i'here  are  also  eight  professors  of  the 
Baptist  order  -  they  seem  to  make  a  part  of  us,  but  do  not 
join  us.    There  is  also  one  family  of  Methodists  which  co- 
operates v'ith  us,  but  does  not  join  us.     ?here  are  also 
three  families  of  Presbyterians  living  in  the  country,  which 
co-operate  with  us,  but  they  do  not  identify  themselves  with  us 

The  people  here  are  a  generous  people,  and  will  not  be 
dependent  on  charitable  assistance  any  longer  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.     ±o  us,  they  have  been  exceedingly  kind. 
Just  before  Christmas,  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  made  us  a 
donation  visit.     Cn  Christmas  day,  the  Ladies'  Sewing  Cir- 
cle gave  a  supper  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  purchase 
a  bell  for  the  church,  and  raised  seventy  dollars." 

For  some  reason  lir.  Wright's  pastorate  at  *.„uasqueton  was 
brief.    He  had  but  one  commission  for  that  field,  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  Bennet  Roberts  in  1855. 
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Prom  1855  to  1859  he  was  without  charge.    His  residence 
during  these  four  years  was  at  Q,uasqueton,  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  village.    lie  evidently  lived  on  a  farm  and 
supplied  destitute  communities  in  the  regions  round  about, 
"but  without  a  commission  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

November  1,  1859,  finds  him  at.  Green  Mountain. 

From  Green  Mountain,  In  June  of  1860,  he  reports: 

"On  new  year's  evening,  we  commenced  a  protracted  meet- 
ing in  union  with  our  (N.S.)  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  bret- 
hren; from  the  latter  of  whom  we  had  three  days  preaching, 
from  the  former  one . 

Te  continued  our  meetings  for  twenty  days,  when,  for 
important  reasons,  we  suspended  them.     Ihe  results  of  the 
meetings  were  most  cheering.    At  the  commencement ,  much  cold- 
ness and  alienation  of  feeling  existed  among  the  members.  A 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  church  to  search  out  and  re- 
move, if  possible,  all  causes  of  alienation.    All  causes  of 
alienation  (so  far  as  the  committee  could  see)  were  soon  dis- 
covered and  entirely  removed.    This  is  not  only  true  of  our 
own  church  but  of  our  Presbyterian  and  3aptist  neighbors , 
who  seemed  cordially  to  cooperate  with  us.    as  yet,  these 
denominations  appear  as  a  part  of  our  own  family,  and  we 
love  them  as  such.    During  our  meeting,  brethren  and  sisters 
have  confessed  their  faults  one  to  another,  and  prayed  one 
for  another,  backsliders  have  been  reclaimed,  stumbling- 
blocks  in  the  way  of  sinners  have  been  removed,  and  sinners 
are  inquiring  with  anxious  solicitude  the  way  of  salvation. 
One  joined  our  church  by  profession  at  our  last  communion, 
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and  others  are  resolved  to  oast  themselves  upon  the  mercy 
of  God  and  Christ  Jesus." 

There  is  another  report  from  Green  Mountain,  published 
in  December  of  this  year,  1860,  which  is  as  follows; 

"The  members  of  which  our  church  is  composed  have  been 
differently  associated  previous  to  their  coming  to  Iowa. 
Some  were  Congregationalists ,  and  some  Seceders,  in  Vermont; 
some  were  Presbyterians,  and  some  Congregationalists,  in 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  New  York.    These  different  denominations 
seem  now  to  harmonize  without  any  apparent  difficulty  or 
disatisfaction.    The  usage  of  our  church  differs  in  one  res- 
pect from  any  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted  in  the  '.Test. 
'.'.re  hold  a  regular  Monthly  Church  Meeting,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  church  business  -  such  as  the  reception  of 
members,  devising  ways  and  means  of  elevating  the  standard 
of  piety,  confessing  our  faults  one  to  another,  and  praying 
one  for  another;  to  take  gospel  measures,  also,  for  the  heal- 
ing of  alienation  of  feeling,  when  any  is  known  to  exist, 
and  to  see  to  it,  that  our  covenant  vows  are  kept  inviolate." 

Upon  this  report  the  secretaries  comment: 

"In  other  words,  this  church  is  trying  to  realize  the 
idea  of  a  Christian  Brotherhood.    Let  it  include,  in  it 
monthly  Home  Prayer  Lleeting,  prayer  and  counsel  in  behalf  of 
the  community  which  constitutes  its  proper  'field,'  as  a 
church  and  it  will  then  be  taking  in  the  whole  scope  of  its 
own  proper  and  peculiar  work." 

This  has  always  been  a  community  church,  absorbing  all 
the  elements  of  the  neighborhood. 
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According  to  the  Home  Missionary  records,  Mr*  bright 
was  in  commission  for  two  years  at  Green  fountain;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  records  of  the  Minutes  his  residence  during 
this  pastorate  was  still  at  ^.uasqueton.    He  continued  to  re- 
side on  his  farm,     -hen  there  came  another  year  in  which  he 
had  no  commission.    Doubtless  he  continued  tc  work  his  farm 
and  to  supply  in  neighborhoods  about  as  in  former  years. 

In  October  of  1863  he  left  the  farm  and  the  ^uasque- 
ton  neighborhood  and  was  commissioned  for  '  urango  and  Cott- 
age ..ill.    <.zere  he  labored  for  two  years,  and  here  his  la- 
bors ceased,    ihere  is  no  published  report  of  his  work  at 
Burango.    he  died  Hovember  18,  1865.    Ihe  Home  ..-issionary 
for  February  1866  reports; 

"His  funeral  was  attended  at  Durango ,  Monday,  Ifov. 
21st,  the  services  being  conducted  by  _.ev.  J,  Guernsey 
and  _.ev.  Lyman  ".'hiting.    His  grave,  as  is  fit,  is  beneath 
the  venerable  oaks  that  surround  the  little  sanctuary  with- 
in whose  walls  his  voice  was  last  heard  in  advocacy  of  the 
Gospel  he  loved  so  well.     It  will  be  y/atched  over  and 
guarded  with  tender  and  affectionate  care  by  the  little 
flocks  by  whom  he  was  so  dearly  loved  as  a  shepherd.'1 

The  summary  of  the  life  of  ,.-r.  Wright,  as  given  in 
this  communication  of  the  ~ome  Missionary,  differs  somewhat 
from  the  foregoing  sketch,  which  I  think  is  more  nearly 
correct  than  the  following,  given  by  the  New  York  secre- 
taries.     They  say: 

"He  was  early  interested  in  -ome  missions,  and  nearly 
his  whole  ministerial  life  has  been  spent  in  the  Home  His- 
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sionary  service.     Immediately  on  leaving  the  Seminary,  he 
went  with  six  of  his  seminary  classmates  to  Missouri, 
where  he  spent  over  fifteen  years. 

During  the  last  nineteen  years,  his  home  and  labors 
have  been  in  Iowa.    Ha  came  first  to  Jones  county,  wh&re 
he  organized  what  is  now  the  Congregational  church  of  Ana- 
mosa,  then  known  as  the  Congregational  church  of  'Big  -roods, 1 
VTith  this  church  he  labored  eight  years,  and  laid  success- 
fully and  wisely  the  foundations  of  what  is  now  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  promising  churches  in  the  ^tate.  From 
Anamosa  he  removed  to  Quasqueton,  where  he  remained  two 
years  as  pastor  of  the  church  there;  and  afterward  he  re- 
sided several  years  in  the  place  as  a  farmer,  preaching  at 
the  same  time  at  destitute  points  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
spent  one  (two)  years  with  the  church  at  Green  Mountain,  in 
Marshall  county,  and  during  the  last  two  years  he  has 
preached  to  the  Congregational  churches  of  Durango  and  Cot- 
tage Hill.     In  all  of  these  places  he  won  the  esteem  and  af- 
fection of  his  people  by  his  noble  'and  genial  qualities  as 
a  man,  his  loving  faithfulness  as  a  pastor,  the  soundness 
and  earnestness  of  his  pulpit  instructions,  and,  above  all, 
by  his  devout,  yet  cheerful  bearing,  and  the  uniform  con- 
sistency of  his  christian  life.     Vhereever  he  has  labored, 
God  has  given  him  souls  for  his  hire." 

In  this  imperfect  sketch  we  get  a  fairly  accurate  pic- 
ture of  this  good  man. 

i£e  was  an  early  comer  to  the  western  field.    He  came 
to  Missouri  in  1830  -  six  years  before  our  beginnings  in 
j.owa.    Asa  Turner  did  not  come  until  1838. 
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But  he  was  a  late  comer  to  Iowa  -  rather  late  in  life, 
and  after  sixteen  years  of  service  in  Missouri. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  men  who  preceded  him  in  the 
Iowa  work  were  young  men,  fresh  from  the  Theological  Seminaries, 

He  was  an  accidental  Congregationalist .    Undoubtedly  he 
preferred  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government.    By  force  of 
circumstances  up  in  the  Big  Woods,  he  was  constrained  to  enter 
the  Congregational  ranks. 

But  plainly  he  was  an  independent  Qongregationalist  -  and 
thereby  a  typical  one.    He  and  his  people  at  Big  Woods  organ- 
ized themselves  into  a  Congregational  Church.     It  is  pretty 
evident  that  he  "fas  not  as  Associational  man,  and  did  not  come 
into  very  close  relations  with  the  brethren.    For  the  most  part 
he  worked  alone. 

I  take  it  however,  that  he  was  not  especially  self-reli- 
ant, and  that  he  was  not  especially  forceful  and  resourceful. 
His  experiences  and  environments  put  him  off  by  himself. 

He  evidently  had  a  good  education.    He  uses  good  language. 
He  expresses  clearly,  easily  and  naturally  the  thoughts  he 
has  in  mind. 

Evidently  too,  there  was  quite  a  scope  to  his  imagination 
and  range  of  vision. 

Doctrinely  he  was,  as  befits  a  Presbyterian,  orthodox 
and  sound. 

His  spiritual  life  was  wholesome,  natural  and  fervent. 
He  was  a  faithful  home  missionary,  and  a  true  minister  of 
the  Gospel.    We  thank  God  for  his  life  and  ministry  in  Iowa. 
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Ninth  Sketch 

HIRAM  G.  7ARHER 

I  believe  this  is  the  first  of  whom  we  say:     "Game  to 
us  from  the  Methodists." 

There  were  hundreds  of  the  sort  that  came  on  after  him. 
He  was  horn  in  1789.     The  place  and  day  of  his  nativity  is 
not  given  in  our  records.    He  was  licensed  to  preadh  by  the 
Llethodists  at  Oswego,  New  York,  in  1814  ?/hen  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  of  age. 

For  twenty-seven  years  he  was  an  itinerant  and  local 
preacher.    He  united  with  the  Milwaukee  Convention  (Congre- 
gational) in  1841. 

In  Septemeber  of  1842  he  is  commissioned  for  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Amesville,  and  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Kishwaka,  Illinois.     In  1844  he  was  at  llount  Carroll,  111. 
In  1846  he  was  over  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Indiana. 

Later  in  this  year  1846  he  came  to  Iowa;  and  in  1847 
preached  for  a  time,  but  without  pay,  to  our  people  in  Lyons. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  Julius  A.  Heed  he  was  still 
there  "a  much  respected  citizen"  in  1866. 

He  had  no  regular  charge  in  Iowa.    His  name  appears  on 
our  Minutes  up  to  1866,  and  then  is  omitted.     In  1866  he  would 
be  seventy-seven  years  of  age.    Probably  he  died  in  Lyons, 
but  there  is  no  record  of  his  death.    He  simply  drops  out  of 
sight.    His  only  Iowa  memorial  is:     "A  much  respected  citizen 
at  Lyons;  and  preached  without  pay.1' 
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Tenth  Sketch 

LOSING  B.  MAHSH 

The  son  of  Foster  and  lucy  (Thompson)  Harsh,  was  born  in 
T7are,  Massachusetts,  February  12,  1816.    He  studied  at  TJest- 
field  Academy;  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1840,  and  from 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  1843. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1846,  and  supplied  the  Eddyville  and 
Oskaloosa  churches  for  one  year,  beginning  December  first  of 
this  year,  1846.     There  is  no  report  of  his  work  in  Iowa.  He 
was  not  as  yet  ordained  when  stationed  at  Eddyville  and 
Oskaloosa. 

In  1854  -  1855  he  was  a  teacher  at  Berlin,  I.lassachusetts . 
He  was  ordained  June  8,  1859.    From  1858  to  1861  he  was  act- 
ing pastor  at  North  Scituate,  Rhode  Island.    From  '62  to  '65 
he  was  pastor  at    rading  River,  New  York. 

Other  pastorates  in  Hew  York  were,  Franklinville ,  ('65  - 
'67)  and  Upper  Aquebogue  (l67-I69).  He  was  installed  at  Hun- 
tington Connecticut  October  28,  1869,  and  dismissed  October 
28,  1872.  In  1873-' 74  he  was  at  South  Glastonburg,  Conn.;  at 
Sterling  Massachusetts ,  '75-* 76,  and  at  Chester  '77-' 83. 
He  then  retired  to  Springfield  ,  I.lassachusetts,  where  he  died 
of  nervous  prostration  June  22,  1891,  at  age  of  seventy-five. 

There  is  not  at  hand  sufficient  data  to  reconstruct  the 
man.    Ee  was  from  the  east,  and  belonged  to  New  England.  It 
took  him  fifteen  years  after  graduating  from  the  Seminary, 
to  get  really  settled  down  to  preaching.    He  made  a  good  aany 
changes . 

He  had  little  to  do  with  Iowa.    He  simply  visited  us 
and  then  returned  to  New  England. 
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So  far  as  our  records  are  concerned,  he  is  only  a  name;  "but 
we  are  glad  to  give  that  name  a  place  in  our  records. 
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Eleventh  Sketch. 

SIMEON  WATERS. 

The  denominational  records  respecting  l£r.  Waters  are 
very  incomplete.    Lis  name  was  dropped  from  the  Congregation- 
al Quarterly  several  years  before  his  death.    His  living  re- 
latives do  not  seem  to  he  able  to  give  a  very  full  or  accu- 
rate account  of  his  life.     It  is  probable  that  he  was  born 
in  the  year  1815. 

A  niece  of  his,  writing  from  Fredericksburg,  Maryland, 
under  the  date  of  September  16,  1915,  says:     "The  old  red 
house  still  stands  in  which  Uncle  Simeon  was  born.     It  be- 
longs to  the  Pennsylvania  Goal  Co.     It  is  two  miles  from 
Scranton."    The  same  letter  furnishes  the  information  that 
the   "aters  family  were  from  Tales,  and  were  Quakers  in  the 
old  country.    This  letter  also  tells  of  Mr.  Waters'  educa- 
tion.    "Uncle  Simeon,"  the  neice  writes,  "attended  school 
just  across  the  Lackawana  River  (from  the  old  red  house)  un- 
til old  enough  to  decide  that  he  wanted  to  go  to  a  higher 
school.    He  left  home  and  went  to  an  uncle  in  Massachusetts; 
and  graduated  from  7illiams  College,  I  have  not  yet  learned 
where  he  studied  theology,  nor  the  date  of    his  ordination. 

It  is  probable  that  scon  after  graduating  from  college 
he  went  south.  His  niece  says  that  "he  preached  in  several 
places  in  the  3ast  and  traveled  in  Louisana  and  several  ot- 
her states  establishing  churches.  I  do  not  think  he  taught 
school."  But  the  home  missionary  records  do  not  show  any 
commission  issued  to  Mr.  Waters  for  the  southern  work.  It 
is  not  probable  that  he  did  such  work  at  his  own  charges. 
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Father  G.G.Rice,  who  was  for  more  than  a  year  neighbor 
to  Mr.  Waters  in  southeastern  Iowa,  says  that  he  went  south 
to  teach  and  that  his  observations  down  there  made  him  the 
rabid  abolitionist  that  he  was.    The  worst  feature  of  slave- 
ry in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Waters  says  Father  Rice,  was  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  white  men  occasioned  by  the  possession  of 
black  women,  this  condition  demoralizing  the  young  son  so 
that  chastity  was  a  thing  almost  unknown  among  them. 

Mr.  Waters,  under  commission  of  the  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  began  his  work  in  Lit.  Pleasant,  April  14, 
1847.     This  commission  was  renewed  year  by  year  up  to  1855. 
Of  course  he  extended  his  labors  beyond  the  village  of  Lit. 
Pleasant,  a  part  of  the  time  he  supplied  at  Crawf ordsville 
and  Trenton  and  Glasgow  and  other  places. 

Perhaps  an  unusually  large  number  of  quarterly  reports 
were  published.     Some  of  them  were  as  follows: 

His  first  report  is  dated  October  1848,  and  is  as  follows: 

"This  is  a  place  of  much  interest.    The  site  is  beauti- 
ful, and  it  is  the  county  seat  of  one  of  the  first  counties 
in  the  state.    Besides,  it  surpasses  all  other  places  in  the 
advantages  of  schools.    At  the  two  academies  there  are  from 
150  to  200  scholars.    My  object  has  been  to  unite  the  lead- 
ing and  intelligent  in  building  a  capacious  and  neat  church, 
and  maintaining  the  stated  means  of  religious  teaching  and 
grace,  and  thus  to  throw  around  the  scholars  an  influence 
that  may  be  extended  with  advantage  to  every  part  of  the 
state,  whence  they  come. 

"Thus  far,  God  has  helped  us.     To  the  four  members  at 
the  beginning,  we  have  had  twelve  additions.    There  are  some 
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eight  that  "'ill  join  next  communion.     Besides,  there  are  some 
eight  or  ten  persons  at  a  little  town  near  "by  that  wish  me 
to  organize  them  into  a  church.     Interest  in  ourselves  and 
in  the  completion  of  our  house  is  growing  stronger  every  day. 
I  really  "believe  God  intends  to  bless  us,  and  make  this  little 
church  increase  many  fold,  and  send  its  influence  and  colo- 
nies all  around.    But  we  would  hope  with  humility,  with 
fear  and  trembling.    We  are  getting  along  finely  with  our 
house.    The  masons  are  now  putting  up  the  brick  work.  Every 
one  who  has  seen  it  thinks  the  "building  thus  far,  the  best 
piece  of  masonry  they  have  been  seen  in  the  state,  and  if  the 
completion  equals  the  commencement,  it  will  not  be  much,  if 
any,  surpassed  by  any  in  Iowa.    For  the  little  that  has  been 
accomplished  at  Mfc.  Pleasant  I  can  but  give  praise  to  God. 
Formerly  the  place  was  divided  into  some  thirteen  or  more 
little  religious  factions,  bitterly  opposed  to  each  other, 
and  for  this  reason  they  experienced  the  contempt  of  the  more 
intelligent  and  influential  portion  of  the  community." 

His  second  report,  published  in  the  home  Missionary  is- 
sue of  5ov.  1851,  is  simply  a  brief  account  of  the  meeting 
of  the  local  Association: 

"Denmark  Association  met  this  spring  in  our  place.  The 
reports  from  the  different  churches  exhibit  a  most  pleasing 
and  animation  state  of  things.     God  has  been  with  us  in  Iowa, 
and  sinners  have  been  seen  in  good  numbers  seeking  Him  of 
whom  Hoses  and  the  Brophets  did  write.     Some  of  the  churches 
have  more  than  doubled  in  number,  and  they  have  all  in  the 
aggregate  increased  twenty-five  per  cent,  the  past  year." 
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The  next  report  (Sept.   '52)  gives  an  account  of  the 
death  of  his  wife: 

"This  day  closes  six  months  of  my  present  commission,  and 
three  since  my  last  report.     To  me  the  period  has  "been  one  of 
change  -  of  deep  affliction;  and  in  my  work;  one  of  some  ad- 
vancement.   My  dear  companion  was  nurtured  in  a  family  circle 
which  was  a  school  of  piety,    her  moral  and  religious  opin- 
ions were  a  fountain  whence  flowed  all  her  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions.    Principle  and  duty,  justice,  humanity  and  love 
were  her  life  and  soul.    To  these  ma"y  he  added  the  most  rea- 
dy adaptation  to  all  the  varying  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  society;  a  highly  cultured,  refined,  and  fertile  mind; 
keen  and  quick  susceptibilities;  a  gentle  and  pleasing  na- 
ture, with  attachments  ardent,  unvarying  and  strong;  and  in- 
telligence far  beyond  her  years,  and  extending  to  almost  e- 
very  thing  within  the  scope  of  ordinary  human  knowledge. 
She  was  but  twenty  three  years  of  age:  and  to  me,  in  a  coun- 
try so  new,  where  such  specimens  of  mind  and  heart  are  rare, 
she  was  my  all  of  society  -  the  life  and  light  of  my  home. 
But  she  has  gone  and  left  me,  with  a  little  child,  to  mourn 
her  los:;.     I  am  now  alone.    Frail  and  weak  in  body  beyond  ail 
seeming  possibility,  her  mind  continued  in  all  its  unclouded 
strength  and  vigor  until  the  last  breath.    „er  firm  trust  in 
Sod,  the  undisturbed  serenity  and  strength  of  faith  and  hope 
with  which  she  cast  her  eyes  on  the  coming  state,  and  laid 
hold  on  immortality,  v;ere  truly  wonderful,  and  produced  a 
deep  impression  on  this  community.    Nothing  could  move  the 
placid  calmness  of  her  soul.     She  seemed  like  one  invited  to 


150 

meet  friends,  yet  friends  of  eelestial  mold  and  temper, 
whose  society  was  so  sweet,  pure,  and  exalted,  that  all  she 
left  behind  could  hardly  command  one  parting  thought.     It  is 
consoling  to  feel  that  what  to  me  is  so  trying  and  great  a 
loss,  is  to  her  infinite  gain;  that  while  she  cannot  come 
back  to  me,  yet  I  may  again  see  her,  and  that  she  waits  to 
meet  me  in  that  happy  land.     I  hope  and  pray  that  she  v.-aits 
to  meet  me  in  that  happy  land.     I  hope  and  pray  that  God  may 
sanctify  this  dispensation  to  my  spiritual  good,  and  that  hen- 
ceforth I  may  be  more  faithful  to  prepare,  and  to  induce  oth- 
ers to  prepare,  by  a  life  like  hers,  for  the  same  serene 
hopes  in  death,  and  the  same  blissful  immortality. 11 

Possibly  some  people  reading  the  next  report  (March  !54) , 
would  be  able  to  discover  some  slight  tinges  of  bigotry.  If 
this  should  be  called  bigotry,  all  our  brethren  were  guilty 
of  it.    He  says: 

"Doufctless  there  are  times  in  the  history  of  these  west- 
ern churches,  when  'they  serve,  who  only  stand  and  wait,'  and 
this  is  my  only  hope  that  I  am  at  present  doing  any  good. 

She  truth  is,  that  my  field  is  a  very  hard  one.     It  is 
what  western  preachers  term  a  'burnt  district.'     Tnen  efforts 
have  been  frequently  made  in  any  place,  until  the  people  have 
become  so  accustomed  to  them,  that  they  have  lost  all  inter- 
est in  them,  and  the  extraordinary  excitement  has  become  an 
ordinary  matter,  that  place  is  said  to  have  been  'burnt  over,' 
until  every  green  thing  has  been  consumed,  and  nothing  fur- 
ther is  to  be  hoped  for,  and  no  religious  interest  can  be 
erected  among  the  people. 

You  of  the  East  know  but  little  of  the  wild  paroxysm  of 
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nervous  frenzy  and  excitement  which  is  generally  exhibited 
in  these  '"big  meetings,'  as  they  are  here  termed,  conducted 
"by  some  of  our  friends  of  other  denominations.    Many  a  vic- 
tim of  these  efforts,  when  the  heated  state  of  his  imagina- 
tion is  gone,  and  his  nerves  have  returned  to  their  usual 
tone,  fancies  that  he  has  lost  that  religion  once  he  supposed 
he  had  found,  and  has  'fallen  from  grace.'    Ee  now  supposes 
that  nothing  remains  for  him  to  do  but  to  fceturn  'to  the 
weak  nad  beggarly  elements  of  the  world,1  until  he  may  'get 
religion'  again,  in  the  midst  of  a  like  excited  scene.  It 
may  be,  that  when  the  meeting  is  over  and  he  has  become  him-* 
self  again,  he  partially  opens  his  eyes,  and  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  all  this  excited  feeling  and  religious  ex- 
perience are  the  product  of  heated  nerves,  and  a  brain  de- 
ruded  and  bewildered.    He  thinks  that  the  eyes  of  his  under- 
standing have  been  made  the  'fools  of  the  senses'  -  of  some 
mesmeric  spell,  and  rejects  the  whole  matter  as  a  sham  which 
has  been  practiced  upon  him.    .and  as  the  religion  obtained  in 
this  way  is  the  only  kind  which  he  has  been  taught  to  imagine 
genuine,  when  this  is  found,  as  he  thinks,  to  be  a  cheat,  the 
whole  is  lost,  and  he  becomes  a  Gampbellite,  and  rejects  all 
experimental  religion,  and  deems  immersion  and  an  outward 
reformation  to  be  all  that  the  Scriptures  demand,  or  else  he 
turns  a  Universalist  or  an  infidel,  and  casts  the  Bible  ut- 
terly away. 

*.re  are  to  have  a  railroad  pass  through  this  place,  ex- 
tending from  Burlington  to  the  Mis  a  our  i  river;  and  we  are 
hoping  that,  when  this  shall  have  been  completed,  a  different 
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class  of  people  will  come  in,  and  that  the  present  order  of 
things  will  "be  greatly  changed." 

In  the  last  report,   (July  '54)  his  radicalism  "begins 
to  appear,  and  suggest  that  he  might  some  day  become  the  can- 
didate of  some  radical  party  for  office.    Ilxe  report  is  as 
follows: 

n^7e  have  had  a  very  strong  demonstration  of  the  feel- 
ing of  the  people  of  our  village  touching  the  Maine  La-  . 
""hen  I  came  to  this  place  there  were  four  places  where*  spi- 
rits were  sold,  and  drunken  men  were  frequently  seen  about 
our  streets.    The  efforts  of  our  citizens  have  been  unre- 
mitting to  rid  the  village  of  these  sinks  of  iniquity,  and 
we  have  had  but  one  for  two  or  three  years  past.  Besides 
this,  at  several  of  the  stores  liquors  have  been  sold  by 
the  wholesale  and  by  the  quantity.    2 he  people  have  borne 
with  this  state  of  things  until  of  late  they  have  come  to 
the  determination  to  endure  them  no  longer.    True,  an  into- 
xicated man  you  will  not  see  here  once  in  three  months,  and 
our  citizens  are  very  temperate  and  moral,  so  that  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  within  our  own  limits  are  comparatively 
slight.     Still  the  little,  which  is  here  sold  and  carried 
away  or  drunk  in  the  village,  does  immense  harm,  in  forming 
bad  habits,  in  withdrawing  the  young  from  all  religious  in- 
fluences, and  in  corrupting  the  morals  of  society.  These 
considerations  have  induced  our  citizens  to  make  a  grand  move 
to  establish  the  Maine  Law  in  our  quiet  village.  According- 
ly, they  first  raised  the  sum  of  $$Q$,  bought  up  all  the  li- 
quors in  the  town,  and  burned  or  poured  out  upon  the  ground 
the  entire  stock  in  trade,     "~ext ,  they  circulated  a  pledge 
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among  the  merchants,  binding  them  not  to  sell  the  poison 
in  any  quantity  or  manner  whatever.    Finally,  the  entire 
concourse  of  the  people  marched  in  solid  phalanx  -  ladies, 
gentlemen,  "boys,  and  girls  -  from  the  church  to  the  store 
of  the  only  man  who  had  refused  to  give  up  his  stock  and 
to  sign  the  pledge.    The  ladies  entering  filled  up  the  inter- 
ior, while  the  gentlemen,  excepting  the  committee,  gathered 
in  a  crowd  outside.    The  merchant  begged  for  the  privilege 
of  selling  only  by  the  barrel  and  to  distant  customers;  but 
the  people  were  inexorable.    At  last,  perceiving  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  assembly,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  bend 
before  the  storm,  and  gave  in  to  all  their  demands. 

Prominent  and  influential  citizens  were  the  leaders  of 
this  movement  -  men  -/ho  have  never  before  taken  any  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  temperance.     In  fact,  Iowa  is  ripe  for 
the  Maine  Law;  and  political  parties  have  so  shaped  them- 
selves that  we  shall  be  pretty  certain  to  get  the  law  from 
our  Legislature  the  coming  winter. 

Our  village  is  quite  famous,  here,  for  its  school.  We 
have  two  academies,  both  of  which  are  at  this  time  very 
flourishing.     Indeed,  we  have  never  had  so  many  young  ladies 
and  young  gentlemen  in  town,  preparing  to  make  themselves 
useful  and  happy  in  life,  as  we  have  at  this  time.    Cn  the 
whole,  bright  prospects  are  before  the  people  of  this  State. 
There  are  thirteen  academies  and  high  schools  within  thirty 
miles  of  this  place;  projected  railroads  are  threading  the 
country;  morality  and  piety  are,  in  nearly  every  quarter, 
advancing,  and  we  are  full  of  hope  that  a  better  state  of 
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things  is  preparing  in  all  our  social,  political,  moral  and 
religious  affairs. 

The  infamous  scheme  of  Judge  Douglass,  to  introduce  sla- 
very into  Nebraska,  meets  here  with  little  favor.     I  suppose, 
were  the  question  left  to  the  people  of  this  county,  not  one 
vote  in  twenty  would  be  cast  for  that  nefarious  bill;  and 
this  is  the  universal  feeling  throughout  the  State." 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  event  of  this  pastorate  was 
Mr.  TTater's  nomination  to  the  government ship  of  the  state. 
Julius  A.  Reed  tells  the  story  in  part  as  follows:  "After 
the  passage  of  the  Hansas-ETebraska  bill,  the  Free  soilrnen  of 
Iowa  nominated  a  ticket  for  state  officers,  not  expecting 
its  election,  but  in  order  to  have  the  state  canvassed  in 
the  anti-slavery  interest.    At  the  same  time  the  Whigs  no- 
minated Jas.  Y7.  Grimes  for  the  office  of  governor.  Mr* 
Grimes  proposed  to  the  Free  soil  party,  through  father  Tur- 
ner, that,  if  they  would  support  him,  he  would  canvass  the 
state  upon  three  issues , --the  opposition  to  the  extension 
of  slavery,  the  passage  of  a  banking  law,  and  a  third  issue 
which  I  cannot  recall,  which  did  not  specially  interest  the 
Free  s oilers;  but  adding,  that  if  they  would  not  support  him 
he  would  let  the  election  go  without  any  effort.    A  second 
Free  soil  convention  accepted  Mr.  Grimes'  offer  and  with- 
drew  their  candidates.    The  election  of  Gov.  Grimes 'and  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  was  the  result.    The  point 
upon  which  the  acceptance  of  Gov.  Grimes'  proposition  and 
his  election  turned  was  the  confidence  which  the  Friends 
(or  Quakers)  reposed  in  Father  Turner.  1 
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It  is  a  little  strange  that  LIr.  Reed  did  not  intimate 
that  one  of  his  missionaries  was  the  Free  soil  candidate 
for  the  office  of  governor.    "lor  does  he  say  here  that  fath- 
er Turner  was  the  man  who  persuaded  Mr.  Waters  to  resign  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Grimes.    But  I  have  heard  again  and  again  that 
this  was  the  fact,  and  that  Mr.  waters  resigned  at  the 
solicitation  of  Father  Turner. 

I  have  "been  informed  also  that  as  a  compensation  for 
resigning  the  chance  for  the  governorship,  Mr.  Waters  was 
given  the  place  on  the  TJhig  ticket  as  Secretary  of  State, 
"but  that  he  was  persuaded  to  withdraw  his  name  as  candidate 
for  this  position  also.    Probably  LIr.  Waters  was  too  radi- 
cal a  man  to  be  acceptable  to  the  II7hig  party. 

Just  what  LIr.  Waters  was  doing  in  1856-57  is  not  quite 
clear.    There  is  evidence  that  during  a  part  of  this  time  at 
least  he  was  in  business  at  Lit.  Pleasant,  but  just  what  he 
was  doing  is  not  stated. 

Mr,  Water's  next  pastorate  after  Lit.  Pleasant  was  at 
"Tataga,  Illinois.    His  commission  for  this  field  was  dated 
November  1,  1858.    A  side  note  accompanying  the  record  of 
his  commission  sa^s:     "Left  at  the  end  of  six  months. :T 

Eis  next  pastorate  was  at  Deer  Isle,  Llaine,  for  which 
place  he  was  commissioned  July  10,  1859.    He  was  in  this 
field  a  little  less  than  three  years,  being  dismissed  in 
February  of  1862. 

A  little  later  in  the  year  1862  he  was  commissioned  for 
Saundersville ,  Massachusetts,  and  continued  in  service  there 
for  about  four  years.     This  brings  us  down  to  1866. 
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In  1867  we  find  him  dorm  in  Florida,    '"hat  took  him 
there  I  do  not  know.    Probably  he  was  broken  in  health, 
though  only  54  years  of  age ,  for  he  was  at  that  time  near 
the  close  of  his  life.    Ha  died  at  Osceola,  Florida,  ^pril 
19,  1867.    This  fact  is  barely  mentioned  in  the  Congregation- 
al Quarterly.    Ihere  is  no  sketch  of  his  life. 

Of  course  I  had  no  personal  acquaintance  with  llr.  Waters 
lie  left  the  state  twenty  years  before  I  came,  and  had  been 
dead  one  year  before  I  began  my  work  in  Iowa. 

I  find  it  rather  difficult  to  determine  the  complexion 
and  the  caliber  of  the  man.    Physically  he  was  large;  at 
least  he  was  stout.    His  neighbor,  O.H.Gates,  at  Fairfield, 
in  the  early  fifties  says:     "He  was  a  stout  man;  a  little 
exclusive;  given  more  to  politics  than  to  the  gospel,  I  think 

Of  course  llr.  Gates  was  his  neighbor  just  at  the  time 
when  Llr.  T"Taters  was  being  set  forward  as  candidate  for  the 
governorship,  and  it  would  be  only  natural  that  for  the  time 
being,  he  would  be  greatly  interested  in  politics.    His  re- 
ports do  not  indicate  that  he  was  lacking  in  interest  in  re- 
ligion. 

Parishioners  in  Saundersville  describe  him  as  a  very 
scholarly  man,  and  perhaps  preaching  over  the  r.eads  of  his 
people.     It  was  said  by  some  that  he  would  have  been  a  great 
success  in  a  business  career. 

he  was  evidently  a  "man  of  parts."    It  is  plain  that  he 
was  a  pronounced  temperance  and  anti-slavery  man — by  nature 
a  radical — and  that  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs 
'i.hese  characteristics  undoubtedly  marked  him  as  a  man  to  be 
the  nead  of  the  i^ree  soil  ticket  for  the  state  in  1854. 
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No  doubt  his  political  aspirations  and  experiences  cut 
short  his  pastoral  work  in  Iowa.    He  gave  us  ahout  seven  years 
of  service.     ?he  church  profited  under  his  administration, 
lie  stood  for  the  highest  and  "best  things  in  the  state.  He 
was  assuredly  one  of  the  "builders  of  the  commonwealth. 
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Twelfth  Sketch, 

AA30K"  L.  LEONARD 
Llr.  Leonard.,  the  son  of  Hev.  Abner  and  Elizabeth  (Little- 
man)  Leonard,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
July  5,  1812. 

He  studied  at  Washington  Ohio  Academy;  graduated  from 
Washington    College  in  1856,  and  was  ordained  by  the  Iowa 
Presbytery  at  Yellow  Springs  (Xossouth)  Iowa,  in  1839;  and 
was  pastor  of  the  Yellow  Spring  Presbyterian  Church  from 
1840  to  1848. 

following  this  pastorate  he  resided  for  a  year  without 
charge  at  Columbus  City,  Iowa. 

Prom  1849  to  1852  he  was  president  of  the  Ilission  In- 
stitute at  ftulnoy  Illinois. 

In  1852  he  withdrew  from  the  Presbyterians  and  became 
a  general  missionary  among  the  churches  of  southeastern  I- 
owa,  laboring  at  Crawsf ordsville ,  TIayne,  and  other  places. 
He  served  in  this  capacity  for  six  years.     In  February  of 
1853  he  reports  as  follows: 

"Trusting  in  the  Lord,  and,  as  I  hope,  loving  his  bles- 
sed cause,  and  having  continued  sorrow  of  heart  for  the  mul- 
titudes that  are  perishing,  I  begged  for  a  providential  direc- 
tion to  an  open  doorj  and  that,  relying  on  the  promise,  'By 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,'     I  might  do  all  that  one  so  un- 
worthy and  sinful  could  do.    The  Lord  has  opened  a  door,  so 
wide  that  I  can  by  no  means  fill  it.    Llany  applications  for 
meetings  in  destitute  places  I  have  been  compelled  to  decline 
or  postpone,  for  want  of  time  and  ability  to  endure  the  fati- 


159 

gue.    As    to  pecuniary  compensation,  that  being  a  secondary 
consideration,  and  most  of  the  people  "being  not  only  poor 
but  unaccustomed  to  such  things,  there  is  little  or  no  bur- 
den of  this  kind  to  bear.    Within  the  quarter  I  have  preached 
about  fifty  regular  discourses  besides  as  many  or  more  in- 
formal addresses;  I  have  visited  seventy  families,  earnestly 
and  instantly  pressing  the  claims  of  the  Sospel  on  them, 
collectively  and  individually,  in  many  instances  where  it 
seemed  to  be  necessary,  repeating  the  same  efforts  day  after 
day  and  week  after  week. 

I  have  witnessed  many  most  interesting  seasons  in  such 
circumstances.    Sometimes  whole  families  (where  the  tear  of 
contrition  had  never  been  shed,  the  voice  of  prayer  aad  never 
been  heard,  and  the  name  of  God  was  not  uttered,  except  in 
vain,)  would,  in  broken  attempts,  unite  their  sighs  and  tears 
and  prayers,  while  we  all  seemed  to  pour  out  our  souls  be- 
fore the  Llercy  Seat . 

I  will  mention  one  case  rather  remarkable,  of  a  family 
of  eight  persons,  composed  of  the  father  and  mother  near  six- 
ty years  of  age,  two  sons  recently  married,  with  their 
wives,  and  two  daughters  unmarried.    During  the  previous  win- 
ter regular  balls  furnished  scenes  of  weekly  dissipation  in 
this  vicinity.     They  were  frequently  held  at  the  house  of 
these  eight  persons,  and  the  aged  father  was  said  to  have  been 
one  of  the  gayest  participators,  actually  reeling  and  stamp- 
ing, and  leading  the  young  in  rustic  dances.    About  the  time 
the  effort  commenced  in  that  neighborhood,  the  old  man  re- 
turned home  on  the  Sabbath  just  at  the  preaching  hour,  with 
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the  results  of  a  "bee  hunt,  and  his  sons  with  him.    Of  course 
none  of  these  could  well  be  at  meeting.    Some  of  the  females 
were  there,  however,  and  God  found  them  out.    The  father 
finally  "began  to  attend;  at  first  rarely,  but  then  more  and 
more  regularly,  and  after  some  threatening  as  to  what  he 
would  do  with  the  minister,  etc.,  became  deeply  interested, 
and  at  length  inquired,  with  a  meekness  of  spirit  that  was 
lovely,  'TThat  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?1    Ee  was  answered, 
and  as  we  hope,  followed  the  directions  given.    Now  he  is 
rejoicing  in  God  with  all  his  house.    His  whole  family,  of 
eight  souls,  are  rejoicing  with  him,  in  the  hope  of  an  in- 
terest in  the  Savior.     Some  of  the  family  have  told  me  that 
they  all,  in  rotation,  pray  sometimes  in  their  family  wor- 
ship.    They  feel  that  God  has  done  great  things  for  them, 
whereof  they  ought  to  be  glad." 

There  is  another  report  from  Llr.  Leonard  in  ITovember 
of  the  same  year.    He  writes: 

"W.   (TTapello)  is  an  interesting  village,  of  600  inha- 
bitants the  county  seat  of  Louisa  county,  one  of  the  oldest 
counties  in  the  State,  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
on  the  main  road  between  Burlington  and  Iluscatine.  I.Ieetings 
were  commenced  early  in  the  spring;  the  interest  gradually 
advanced;  and,  though  a  deluge  almost  of  rain  oftentimes 
fell,  not  only  did  the  meetings  continue  without  interrup- 
tion, but  religion  became  the  theme  of  general  thought  and 
conversation  everywhere  throughout  the  village.     In  the  course 
of  near  three  weeks,  over  twenty  became  deeply  interested 
personally,  and  most  of  them,  it  is  hoped,  gave  themselves 
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as  lost  sinners,  into  the  hands  of  the  "blessed  Savior.  As 
the  result,  in  part  at  least,  a  church  has  "been  organized 
with  thirteen  members,  ten  by  profession,  six  of  whom  were 
"baptized  at  the  time  of  the  organization.    The  converts  com- 
menced a  weekly  prayer  meeting  immediately  after  the  organi- 
zation, which  has  been  continued  since  that  time  until  the 
present.     There  have  been  several  applications  for  admission 
since.     Some,  as  was  to  be  expected,  had  sympathy  with 
other  denominations." 

In  February  of  1854  he  reports  again  from  Pilot  Grove , 
lee  County.    He  writes: 

"Te  tremble  and  yet  rejoice.    The  Lord  is  evidently 
among  us  here  by  his  Spirit  reproving  men  of  sin.  Several 
individuals  are  inquiring  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved. 
Ilany  seem  to  have  their  attention  more  or  less  arrested  by 
the  claims  of  the  Gospel.    The  principal  characteristic  of 
the  convictions  seems  to  be  a  sense  of  exceeding  sinfulness 
in  the  sight  of  God.    Ilore  than  one  have  said  to  me  that  they 
are  so  desperately  wicked  they  can  scarcely  believe  there  is 
any  salvation  for  them.    We  try  to  direct  their  attention  to 
that  faithful  saying  which  is  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
and  yet  but  one  or  two  seem  to  be  able  to  fix  their  eyes  up- 
on Christ  as  he  is,  the  cloud  hangs  so  heavy  and  black  with 
guilt  over  their  way. 

Our  meetings  commenced  on  Sabbath  last,  and  have  con- 
tinued during  the  week,  thus  far  in  the  evenings.     Of  course, 
we  cannot  tell  as  yet  definitely  what  the  result  may  be.  'Many 
flower  in  blooming  dies.1     I  pray  that  the  Lord  Jesus  may  see 
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of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  which  was  poured  out  unto  death, 
and  here  be  satisfied,  seeing  many  sons  and  daughters  born 
unto  God.    This  result,  I  trust  the  Lord  may  give  me  the  plea- 
sure of  reporting  at  the  close  of  another  quarter." 

From  1856,  following  Reuben  (Jaylord,  to  1863,  he  was  the 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Danville.    Under  Mr.  Gaylord  the 
church  had  assumed  self-support  in  1855,  and  no  doubt  was 
still  self-supporting  under  Mr.  Leonard,  but  in  May  of  '61 
he  reports: 

"One  of  our  number  has  been  removed  by  death.    Ee  was  a 
lad  only  thirteen  years  of  age.    His  name,  Jasper  Corning 
Hall  -  a  relative  and  namesake  of  one  not  unknown  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.    Our  beloved  y 
young  brother  early  manifested  an  unusual  regard  for  reli- 
gious things.    Years    ago,  and  before  his  connection  with 
the  church,  he  often  detained  a  pious  school  teacher,  to 
relate  his  spiritual  struggles,  and  to  ask  the  help  of  her 
prayers  for  future  conflicts.    His  dying  experience  was 
somewhat  remarkable.    From  the  first,  and  before  anything 
serious  or  alarming  was  apprehended,  there  was  scarcely  any- 
thing in  nis  conversation  but  Jesus,  death  and  heaven.  He 
was  the  first  that  specially  cheered  my  heart  in  my  labors 
in  this  place,  coming  of  his  own  accord,  and  in  his  frank 
and  peculiar  manner,  asking  counsel  in  relation  to  his  soul. 
It  has  never  been  my  lot  to  witness,  during  the  twenty  years 
of  my  ministry,  such  earnest  anticipations  of  neaven  and  of 
the  presence  of  Jesus,  such  triumph  over  sin,  death  and  the 
grave,  through  Jesus  Christ,  as  attended  him  all  the  way 
through  the  dark  valley,  until  reason  was  obscured  in  the 
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shadows  of  death." 

Prom  1863  to  1868  he  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  as  an 
assistant  to  pastors,  his  residence  at  Danville,     I  suppose 
this  means  that  he  had  returned  to  the  evangelistic  field. 
In  1868  he  returned  to  the  east,  and  from  that  year  to  1871 
Tzas  associate  pastor  at  Franklinville ,  New  Jersey. 

In  1871  he  became  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Iona, 
!?ew  Jersey;  and  this  was  his  home  until  the  day  of  his  death, 
July  15,  1900.    At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  just  eighty- 
eight  years  old,  and  died  of  old  age. 

It  is  a  surprise  to  me  to  read  from  the  records  of 
this  man  that  he  was  in  the  western  work  in  one  capacity  or 
another,  for  twenty-nine  years;  sixteen  of  these  years  in 
our  Congregational  work  in  Iowa.     I  had  always  had  it  in 
my  mind  that  he  was  ner  only  a  few  years. 

He  was  in  the  regular  pastorate,  however,   (at  Danville) 
only  seven  years.    For  eleven  years  he  was  a  general  mis- 
sionary, or  evangelist,  or  minister  without  charge,  help- 
ing the  "brethren  here  and  there  as  he  had  opportunity. 

Details  are  so  lacking  that  only  a  shadowy  picture  of 
the  man  can  he  procured.    Ee  was  the  son  of  a  minister,  and 
had  most  excellent  training,  and  a  fair  education.     I  take 
it  that  he  was  not  a  very  forceful  man;  that  he  was  rather 
timid,  and  that  he  did  not  have  the  power  of  the  initiative 
to  build  up  institutions.     3ut  he  did  --hat  he  could,  and 
was  devoted  to  his  work.    He  had  a  part  in  laying  good 
foundations  in  early  Iowa.    rJe  gladly  give  him  a  little 
space  in  our  history. 
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Thirteenth  Sketch, 

WILLIAM  L.  C0UI.1AN 
Our  picture  of  this  man  is  not  of  the  shadowy,  faded 
variety.     It  stands  out  before  us  in  sharp  outline  and  clear 
color.    He  was  the  son  of  'Tilliam  and  Jemina  (Corwin)  Cole- 
man, and  Y7as  "born  in  llount  Hope  Township,  Orange  county, 
Hew  York,  November  14,  1817.    He  studied  with  his  pastor, 
Rev.  David  Ubal,  and  one  year  in  the  Academy  of  Oberlin, 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College  in  1845,  and  from  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  1846.     Immediately  after  graduation, 
September  IE,  1846,  he  was  married  to  Hiss  Temperance  Lit- 
tle of  Lliddleton,  New  York.     In  June  of  1847  they  came  to 
Bellevue . 

The  Iowa  brethren  were  somewhat  doubtful  about  this 
young  man,  coming  as  he  did  from  that  heretical  school,  co- 
educational, interracial,  colorless,  or  perhaps  I  had  better 
say  highly  colored,  Finney- sane t if icationist  school  at  0- 
berlin.    But  preachers  were  scarce;  and  the  brethren  were 
open-minded  and  liberally  disposed,  and  so  they  concluded 
to  give  him  a  trial. 

He  was  ordained  October  21,  1847;  and  became  a  fixture. 
He  came  to  stay.    He  stayed  quite  a  while  at  Bellevue.  He 
was  one  of  the  men  who  brought  things  to  pass  in  Iowa.  His 
first  achievement  was  the  organization  of  the  church  at  Bel- 
levue, July  10,  1847,  about  a  month  after  his  arrival. 

Some  preliminary  work  had  been  done.    Aratus  Kent  had 
preached  at  Bellevue  as  early  as  1856;  and  Oliver  Emerson 
had  oeen  there,  and  Tilliam  Salter,  and  Tilliam  Keith;  so 
that  in  a  manner  things  were  prepared  for  the  coming  of  a 
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settled  pastor  and  for  the  organization  of  the  church. 

Of  course  he  was  a  home  missionary,  and  made  many  re- 
ports that  were  counted  worthy  of  publication. 

His  first  published  report  may  be  found  in  the  July  is- 
sue of  the  Home  Missionary  in  the  year  1849,  and  is  as  follows: 

"Since  writing  my  last  quarterly  report,  there  iias  been 
little  interest  on  my  field,  except  the  ordinary  attention 
upon  our  regular  Sabbath  meetings  for  preaching.    Llore  re- 
cently we  have  held  our  meetings  in  Bellevue  in  the  large 
room  of  the  academy  used  for  a  court  room.    This  is  still 
unfinished,  and  the  audience  find  theri  seats  nothing  else 
than  rough  boards.    The  room,  however,  is  commodious,  and 
we  hope  for  an  increase  of  our  congregation  soon.    A  union 
prayer  meeting  has  been  established,  and  a  few  meet  weekly 
to  seek  the  presence  and  blessing  of  the  Lord.    Those  who 
thus  assemble,  uniformly  say  that  they  find  it  good  to  be 
there,  and  wait  upon  the  Lord.     0,  how  much  we  need  some 
pious  and  efficient  laymen  to  assist  in  conducting  such 
meetings,  and  in  various  ways  to  labor  for  the  advancement 
of  the  cause  of  evangelical  religion  herei    Cur  prayer  to 
the  head  of  the  Ohurch  is  for  such  nelp.     The  sisters  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  the  village  have  a  female  prayer 
meeting,  which  they  nold  at  my  house.    Mrs.  0.  has  felt 
some  encouragement  arising  from  this  source. 

In  surveying  the  labors  of  the  past  three  months,  i  feel 
that  they  have  been  entered  upon  with  much  human  weakness, 
and  not  without  evidence  of  the  presence  and  strength  of 
Christ  to  some  extent. 
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Though  not  encompassed  with  so  much  manifest  outward 
opposition  as  during  the  last  fall,  yet  the  great  enemy  of 
souls  will  still  he  as  active  as  ever  to  defeat  the  salva- 
tion of  those  for  whom  our  labors  have  "been  undertaken.  It 
is  our  rejoicing,  however,  that  the  stated  means  of  grace  a- 
mo ng  this  people  have  already  wrought  some  little  change  in 
their  social  and  moral  aspects." 

At  the  "beginning  of  his  tnird  year,  Mr.  Coleman  reports 
again,  as  follows: 

"In  reviewing  the  first  quarter  of  my  third  year's  mis- 
sionary service  in  connection  with  the  American  Home  -mission- 
ary Society,  i  find  many  tnings  of  personal,  and  some  of  ge- 
neral interest  crowding  into  my  mind.    The  goodness  of  Sod, 
our  Heavenly  rather  has  been  constantly  manifest  to  us.  ~7e 
have  enjoyed  a  good  measure  of  health,  and  I  have  failed  to 
fulfil  only  one  appointment  for  preaching,  which  failure  was 
occasioned  by  a  storm.    The  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit 
have  not  been  entirely  withheld.    The  proclamation  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  Christ  has  often  been  refreshing  to  my 
own  soul. 

The  congregation  has  increased  slowly  and  often  there 
appears  to  be  considerable  solemnity  among  the  hearers,  which 
encourages  me.    But  we  greatly  need  more  of  the  consciotis 
presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  order  to  see  the 
salvation  of  C-od  among  sinners.     In  Bellevue ,  where  I  now 
preach  once  every  Sabbath,  there  is  a  growing  attention  to 
the  truth;  and  a  higher  value  is  beginning  to  be  placed  upon 
the  regular  and  frequent  administration  of  God's  word,  by 
those  of  the  church-going  class. 
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In  October,  the  Dubuque  association  met  here,  and  though 
the  attendance  from  abroad  was  rather  less  than  expected,  the 
impression  left  upon  this  community  by  that  meeting,  is  of 
a  slaurare  character.     It  is  good  for  our  people  to  mingle 
with  the  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  with  the  delegates  of 
our  churches  on  such  occasions.     In  our  feeble  churches 
especially;  now  that  they  are  struggle ing  into  existence  a- 
mid  a  thousand  obstacles  to  success,  where  virtue  is  not 
only  militant,  but  greatly  in  the  minority,  and  immorality 
is  fashionable,  such  meetings  are  of  great  value." 

The  next  report,  (Llarch  '51)  has  in  it  the  suggestion 
of  a  church  building,  and  Mr.  Coleman  writes  of  his  labors 
in  outlying  districts: 

"It  is  a  matter  of  thanksgiving  to  God  and  gratitude  to 
the  patrons  of  the  Society,  that  your  aid  is  furnished  so 
promptly.    rJhe  arrival  of  your  letter  containing  my  last 
quarterly  draft  was  timely,  and  relieved  me  from  pecuniary 
embarrassment . 

The  past  quarter  has  been  one  of  solemn  interest  to  us 
on  account  of  the  frequent  visits  which  death  has  made  in 
our  town  and  vicinity.     Some  eight  persons  have,  in  the  short 
space  of  as  many  weeks,  been  removed  from  our  vicinity  to 
the  eternal  world  -  seme,  and  most  of  them,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  without  hope.    Two  or  three  were  supposed  to  have 
died  of  cholera. 

These  providences,  for  a  time,  produced  much  thought- 
fulness  and  seriousness  in  the  community.     But  serious 
thoughts  soon  give  place  to  the  cares  of  btisiness.     One  thing 
encoiirages  me  -  our  audience  on  the  Sab  oath  has  been  increas- 
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ing  for  several  weeks,  and  is  larger  now  than  ever  "before 
since  I  have  labored  here.    Wednesday  evening  prayer  meetings 
are  attended  by  few;  yet  there  is  an  increase  of  interest. 

•!7e  long  and  pray  for  a  general  outpouring  of  the  holy 
Spirit.    Our  little  church  has  the  prospect  of  an  increase 
soon  of  some  four  or  five  members;  one  backslider  has  been 
reclaimed,  and  will  probably  join  the  church.    7e  are  taking 
some  preliminary  steps  towards  building  a  church  edifice 
the  coming  summer;  we  lack  funds,  but  shall  struggle  hard 
for  success. 

Two  out  of  three  of  my  country  audiences  are  good  - 
better  than  usual.    A  German  minister  now  preaches  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  at  Tete  de  Uorte,  and  I  have  concluded  to 
leave  that  neighborhood  for  another,  where  larger  audiences 
can  be  gathered. " 

The  church  building  comes  up  again  in  the  next  report 
(December  '51)  and  the  missionary  has  a  sad  tale  to  tell  of 
sickness,  bereavement,  and  death: 

"Last  fall  the  Lord  visited  us  in  judgment  in  suddenly 
calling  into  the  eternal  world  two  heads  of  families,  whose 
wives  had  been  for  some  time  members  of  our  church.  These 
providences,  giving  occasion  to  a  class  of  discourses  of  a 
most  solemn  character  -  which  were  continued  for  siiccessive 
weeks  -  God  graciously  blessed  to  the  awakening  and  gradually 
the  conviction  of  some,  who  during  the  winter  were  hopefully 
converted  to  himself.    These  ::ave  augmented  the  forces  of 
our  little  Zion;  and  we  have  felt  encouraged  in  our  prayer 
meetings,  and  have  undertaken  to  erect  a  house  of  worship. 
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The  past  quarter  has  "been  full  of  solemn  events.  The 
cholera  visited  our  town  during  the  last  eight  days  of  July 
and  the  first  five  or  six  of  August,  of  which  some  seven  or 
eight  of  our  inhabitants  died.    There  were  also  in  our  town 
and  vicinity  some  four  or  five  deaths  about  the  same  time  from 
other  diseases-one  or  two  of  them  from  delirium  tremens.  Hot 
a  member  of  any  of  our  Protestant  churches  has  been  called 
away,  nor  have  many  of  them  been  sick.    This  we  esteem  a  re- 
markable providence.     It  has  been  my  privilege  to  visit  se- 
veral houses  of  mourning  and  to  present  the  G-ospel  of  conso- 
lation to  some.     One  or  two  cases  were  peculiarly  interesting. 
In  one  instance,  where  a  husband  and  father  had  died,  I  found 
the  widow  and  five  little  orphan  boys  -  two  of  them  twins  - 
in  deep  affliction,  and  presented  to  them  some  of  the  decla- 
rations of  God's  word.,  which  I  was  gratified  to  learn  were 
the  means  of  real  comfort. 

Though  exhausted  with  care  and  watching  during  the  hot 
weather,  the  Lord  has  been  very  merciful  to  us.     I  often 
feel  my  inadequacy,  to  so  grand  and  glorious  a  work  as  that 
of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of  Christ.    A  remembrance  that 
'this  treasure'  is  committed  to  'earthen  vessels,  that  the 
excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us,' 
cheers  me;  and  I  learn  to  trust  again  in  him  whose  promise 
is,  that  his  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  us.    Thus,  when 
weighed  down  with  conscious  imperfections  and  inefficiency, 
the  grace  and  manifold  promises  of  our  covenant  keeping  God 
uphold  and  strengthen  me,  and  I  have  kept  on  at  work,  hoping 
and  trusting  that  what  is  sown  in  weakness,  will  yet,  by 
our  Almighty  Father,  be  raised  in  power. 
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I  look  forward  with  deop  interest  to  the  time  when  we 
may  worship  G-od  and  enjoy  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  in  our 
own  house ,  where  we  shall  not  "be  so  liable  to  have  our  appoint- 
ments infringed  upon  by  others;  nor  be  sub-'ect  to  many  other 
inconveniences  common  to  a  new  country.    The  walls  of  our 
church  edifice  are  up,  and  we  hope  ere  long  to  see  the  roof 
on,  and  the  inside  work  going  on  briskly.    Every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  building  moves  on  slowly  here.    But  we  are  not  dis- 
couraged.   A  year  spent  in  erecting  a  church,  and  in  getting 
things  into  a  settled  and  permanent  form,  I  think  not  spent 
in  vain,  in  such  a  place  as  this." 

The  meeting  house  is  also  the  theme  of  the  next  report, 
(February  '53)  and  the  missionary  reviews  five  years  of  la- 
bor in  Iowa.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"This  quarterly  report  closes  the  fifth  year  of  my  Mis- 
sionary  labors,  under  the  patronage  of  the  American  Home 
I.Iissionary  Society,  on  this  field.     The  question  naturally 
arises,  That  has  been  done  since  the  C-ospel  has  been  regu- 
larly proclaimed  on  this  moral  waste?    The  little  that  has 
been  accomplished  compared  with  the  moral  and  spiritual  ne- 
cessities of  the  people,  may  serve  to  humble  him  to  whome 
the  work  of  the  ministry  has  been  committed  here,  and,  in 
future,  to  urge  to  greater  diligence  and  self-denial  in 
bringing  this  field  under  christian  influence  and  culture. 
Yet,  through  the  abounding  grace  of  uod,  the  external  re- 
ligious aspects  at  least,  of  this  town  and  regions,  have 
improved,  within  five  years,  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. 
And  we  fondly  trust,  that  a  few  souls  have  been  led  to  em- 
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"brace  the  Gospel  as  a  vitalizing  power,  the  means  of  a  new 
life  of  spiritual  enjoyment  and  usefulness.    For  the  good  thus 
accomplished  let  God  be  praised.    The  agency  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society  seems  to  have  "been  owned  of  God  in 
effection  here  his  purposes  of  grace. 

On  the  15th  of  July  we  dedicated  our  new  meeting-house 
to  the  service  and  worship  of  Jehovah.    Rev.  J.  C.  Holbrook 
preached  the  sermon  on  the  occasion.    Our  house,  costing  a- 
bout  $1,150,  besides  the  lot  on  which  it  stands,  for  which 
we  paid  v70 ,  is  capable  of  seating  258  persons,  and,  by  fil- 
ling the  spaces  about  the  pulpit  and  the  door,  about  50  more. 
The  church  feel  grateful  to  our  friends  at  the  East  for  their 
timely  aid;  as  also  to  friends  in  Galena  and  Dubucue. 

Besides  the  v'100  given,  as  a  stimulus  to  build,  by  a 
benevolent  gentleman  in  Connecticut  (Henry  P.  Haven,  of  New 
London)  we  have  received  aid  from  abroad  to  the  amount  of  a- 
bout  v250.    We  now  have  a  debt,  resting  upon  three  individuals 
(who  agreed  to  assume  it),  of  about  ^225,  which  we  hope  to 
meet  in  the  course  of  a  year,    ihe  congregation  has  obtained 
lamps  and  stoves,  and  are  making  arrangements  for  obtaining 
a  bell." 

In  Llay  of  1853  Mr.  Coleman  reports  a  season  of  refresh- 
ing, and  temperance  agitation  and  general  progress;  and  the 
church  receives  honorable  mention  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
A.H.M.S.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"7e  have  enjoyed  no  special  season  of  'refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord's  during  the  past  three  months,  as 
a  church  and  people.    Yet  we  have  abundant  cause  of  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  evidence  we  have  that  he  has  not  entirely  left 
us . 
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Our  congregations  are  good,  and  there  is  the  most  respectful 
and  often  solemn  interest  in  regard  to  the  preached  word.  In 
one  of  my  out  stations  there  are  t  oldens  that  the  impressions 
made  by  divine  truth  are  becoming  deeper,  and  there  is  in 
some  minds  a  growing  sense  of  the    )aramount  importance  of 
eternal  realities.    Our  prayer  meetings,  monthly  concerts, 
and  Sabbath  shhool  are  generally  sustained. 

Te  have  recently  held,  at  Oottonville,  meetings  of  County 
Sabbath  and  Temperance  Societies,  which  are  exciting  consi- 
derable interest  in  some  parts  of  the  county.    At  the  tem- 
perance meeting,  very  strong  resolutions  approving  the  Maine 
Law  and  calling  for  effort  to  secure  it  in  Iowa,  were  unan- 
imously adopted.    In  our  town,  the  ravages  of  the  liquor 
traffic  are  most  made  a  new  start  to  supply  our  county  fully 
with  the  Bible.    This  is  a  cause  in  which  our  congregations 
are  readily  interested.    Thus,  some  of  the  benevolent  enter- 
prises connected  with  the  spread  and  triumph  of  the  Gospel 
are  gaining  influence  and  favor.     In  these  your  missionaries 
feel  called  to  lead  the  van." 

After  six  years  of  candidating,  brother  Coleman  was  in- 
stalled.    I  wonder  now  long  this  'tie  that  binds1  will  hold 
himi    Of  course  the  installation  is  one  of  tne  themes  of  the 
next  discourse  (February  '54); 

"The  passing  away  of  Autumn  reminds  me  that  tne  first 
quarter  of  the  present  missionary  year  is  closed,  when  you 
expect  a  report  of  labors  performed,  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  on  this  field,  and  the  position  and  prospects 
of  the  feeble  churches  which  you  aid  in  sustaining  the  re- 
gular and  stated  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,     On  the 
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which  met  here  on  the  18th  of  October,  and  installed  me  as 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Bellevue.    Having  ne- 
ver before  sustained  such  a  relation  to  a  church  of  Christ, 
a  sense  of  responsibility  to  God  and  to  his  people  has  per- 
vaded my  t noughts  beyond  what  was  beyond  what  was  before  ex- 
perienced.   To  watch  for  souls  -  to  feed  the  flock  of  God  - 
to  takethe  oversight  of  a  congregation  of  men  -  to  adapt  the 
instructions  of  the  pulpit  to  the  varied  wants  of  different 
minds  -  to  be  an  example  in  devotion,  in  self-denial,  in 
earnestness,  humility  and  love  -  'who  is  sufficient  for 
these  things?'    Happy  would  it  be  for  the  servant  of  Christ, 
if  his  faith  were  as  strong  as  his  sense  of  insufficiency  is, 
at  times,  oppressive!    The  premised  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
often  encourages  me  to  sow  the  good  seed  when  otherwise  it 
would  appear  almost  a  fruitless  attempt. 

The  cause  of  temperance,  too,  is  manifestly  making  pro- 
gress.   A  few  weeks  since,  a  man,  in  a  state  of  intoxication, 
entered  a  large  wooden  building  used  as  a  carpenter's  shop, 
late  at  night,  and  having  kindled  a  large  fire  in  the  stove, 
lay  down  to  sleep.    The  fire  was  communicated  from  the  shav- 
ings, and  the  shop,  with  its  contents,  including  the  unhappy 
man,  was  destroyed.    The  fire  also  caught  the  roof  of  the 
Catholic  church  -  a  small  frame  building  -  which  was  wholly 
consumed.    This  occurrence  nas  awakened  the  public  mind  to 
the  evil  of  intemperance  -  an  address  on  the  subject  has 
been  added  -  and  it  is  thought  that  the  Maine  Law  is  from 
ten  to  twenty  per  cent,    more  popular  tiian  it  was  three  months 


174 

since.     One  grog  shop  in  town  has  recently  been  closed  -  a 
partner  in  another  has  abandoned  the  "business,  and  the  re- 
maining partner  is  anxious  to  dispose  of  his  stock  and  close 
up.    i'he  Maine  Lav  we  greatly  need  and  must  have. 

The  most  encouraging  fact  that  I  am  able  at  present  to 
communicate,  is  the  hopeful  conversion  of  a  little  girl  some 
eight  years  of  age.    Eer  parents  have  for  years  been  numbered 
among  the  people  of  ~od,  and  for  the  past  three  years  members 
of  this  church,    ihe  motner  nas  been  faithful  in  instructing 
her  little  daughter  in  the  truths  of  the  liible ,  and  earnestly 
desired  to  live  to  see  i:er  children  converted.    7e  trust  that 
her  prayer  is  answered  for  one  of  ner  dear  little  ones.  And 
I  think  this  a  manifestation  of  the  faithfulness  of  our  cov- 
enant-keeping G-od  which  should  encourage  christian  parents  to 
consecrate  their  offspring  to  the  Lord,  in  the  firm  oelief 
that  they  will  be  brougnt  into  the  fold  of  Christ." 

Mr,  Coleman's  next  report  is  published  in  .uarch  of  1855. 
It  is  an  account  of  a  protracted  meeting  and  a  revival  and 
is  as  follows: 

"A  work  of  grace  has  been  in  progress  for  some  three  or 
four  weeks,    inuring  the  fall  montns  tr.ere  was  a  conviction 
upon  tne  minds  of  both  pastor  and  church,  that  a  revival  of 
religion  was  tne  thing  we  needed  more  than  any  thing  else. 
?or  this  we  prayed.    About  the  first  of  November,  the  Lord 
removed  from  among  us  the  oldest  member  of  our  little  church, 
and  who  was  the  only  male  member  at  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation.   He  was  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  life,  when 
called  from  earth,  to  the  presence  of  that  Jod  and  Savior  in 
whose  grace  he  had  trusted.    (This  event  contributed  to  deepen 


175 

the  impression  on  the  minds  of  Christians. 

About  the  20th  of  November,  we  were  enabled  to  obtain 
the  help  of  Rev.  George  Clark,  and  commenced  a  series  of 
evening  meetings,  which  we  continued  for  three  weeks  -  a 
part  of  the  time  holding  prayer  meetings  in  the  afternoons. 
The  meetings  were  solemn;  and  soon  there  was  evidence  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  striving  with  several  persons  among  the 
impenitent.     On  Friday,  November  24th,  the  church  held  a 
fast,  the  influence  of  which  seemed  to  be  very  beneficial 
to  Christians,  and  to  some  others.    More  than  twenty  per- 
sons have  called  at  my  study,  inquiring  the  way  of  salva- 
tion, during  these  meetings;  and  some  fifteen  are  indulg- 
ing hope  that  they  are  born  of  God. 

The  labors  of  Ilr.  Clark  were  timely,  and  very  satis- 
factory to  the  entire  church.    His  preaching  was  discrimi- 
nating and  faithful;  and  the  work  throughout  seemed  to  be  a 
work  of  God  -  no  great  excitement  at  any  one  time,  but  a 
solemnity  that  indicated  that  the  Eoly  Spirit  vras  moving 
deeply  upon  the  minds  of  several  in  the  congregation,  We 
bless  God  for  what  he  has  done,  and  pray  that  the  work  may 
yet  extend  to  others  who  have  not  bowed  their  souls  humbly 
before  him. 

Among  those  who  give  us  evidence  of  being  converted  to 
the  lord,  are  four  teachers  in  our  Sabbath  school,  and  some 
three  or  four  scholars.    Three  new  altars  of  prayer  have  be 
set  up,  in  as  many  families,  two  of  them  by  mothers  whose 
husbands  are  now  in  California.    Yesterday,  at  our  church 
meeting,  six  persons  came  forward  as  candidates  for  admis- 
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mission  to  the  church,    'I'heir  examination  was  satisfactory. 
Probably  some  four  or  five  others  will  unite  with  us  soon, 
and  a  few  more  will  join  with  other  denominations. 

It  is  difficult  for  persons  who  have  never  labored  in  a 
hard  field  like  this,  to  conceive  how  much  it  encourages  the 
hearts  of  God's  children  to  experience  such  a  gracious  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  as  we  are  enjoying.    How  humble  and 
thankful  we  should  be!    ™e  trust  the  savor  of  this  blessed 
season  will  long  remain." 

A  review  of  eight  years  at  Bellevue: 

"With  the  close  of  summer,  comes  the  close  of  the  last 
quarter  in  the  eight  year  of  my  missionary  service  on  this 
field.    During  these  years,  the  churches  I  have  endeavored 
to  serve  have  been  continually  nurtured  by  the  fostering 
care  of  the  American  home  Ilissionary  Society;  and  your  ever 
prompt  remittances  and  kind  regards,  dear  brethren,  have  ofte 
relieved  your  missionary  needed  such  ^id  most.    Sow  we  love 
to  cherish  the  memory  of  God's  great  goodness  in  tliese  things 
How  pleasant  to  associate  kind  christian  friends  and  donors, 
with  our  warmest  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  GodI    And  when 
our  hearts  are  lifted  up  in  prayer  for  the  great  cause  in 
which  we  are  employed,  how  sweet  the  thought  that  you  and 
the  many  portions  of  this  Society  are  engaged  in  the  same 
blessed  work  of  prayerl 

It  may  be  proper  to  take  a  brief  review  of  what  God  has 
wrought  on  this  field,  during  the  eight  years  now  just  closed 
in  part ,  at  least  -  and  a  large  part  too  -  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  American  home  Missionary  Society. 
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'The  Bellevue  far1  of  April  1st  1840  -  in  wMeh  the  hand 
of  horse-thieves  and  counterfeiters,  who  had  made  this  town 
their  principal  center  of  operations,  were  routed  and  scat- 
tered -  had  left  a  bad  name  upon  the  place,  and  it  had  rather 
dwindled  away  than  grown,  up  to  June  9th,  1847,  when  the 
writer  and  his  companion  landed  here.     7e  found  a  village  of 
some  185  or  190  inhabitants,  of  little  enterprise,  and  con- 
taining but  three  persons  who  had  made  a  public  profession 
of  religion  -  two  Roman  Catholics  and  one  Hethodist.  Then, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  families,  there  were  none 
who  regarded  the  Sabbath  more  than  other  days.  Intoxication, 
profanity,  open  gambling,  hunting,  and  other  sports,  were 
the  order  of  the  day. 

There  was  no  preaching  in  town,  save  an  occasional  ser- 
mon from  a  Liethodist  minister,  who  traveled  twenty  miles  to 
reach  this  place.     The  usual  audience  on  the  Sabbath  was  not 
over  twenty  five,  and  most  of  these  came  from  the  farming 
neighborhood  lying  to  the  south  of  Bellevue.    The  place  of 
worsr.ip  was  a  poor  old  house,  called  a  school-house,  or,  a 
room  in  the  tavern,  or,  any  other  place  of  like  character 
that  could  for  the  time  be  obtained. 

After  two  or  three  years  of  missionary  labor,  the  writer 
was  permitted  to  see  the  town  improving  and  growing  in  po- 
pulation.    In  January,  1851,  we  enjoyed  a  precious  revival 
of  religion,  not  reaching  a  large  number,  but  adding  most 
valuable  help  to  our  little,  feeble  church,  which  had  been 
formed  with  only  five  members,  all  females  but  one,  and 
which  had  been  formed  hitherto  almost  wholly  of  females. 
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Last  Winter,  another  -precious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
brought  several  into  the  church,  and  quickened  the  whole  "body. 

But  the  moral  and  religious  influence  of  these  eight 
years  of  missionary  labor,  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the  num- 
ber who  have  been  led  thereby  to  profess  Christ,  and  dedicate 
their  lives  to  his  service.     ""e  have  a  convenient  sanctuary, 
which  7/ith  the  ground  on  which  it  stands,  its  bell,  and  other 
furniture,  has  cost  some  $1,500  ,  and  is  an  inviting  place 
for  worship,  to  the  children  of  G-od  and  their  families.  Be- 
sides, intemperance,  Sabbath  desecration,  and  kindred  vices, 
have  diminished  very  greatly,  and  open  gambling  has  ceased 
altogether,  and  it  is  thought  that  secret  gambling  has  be- 
come a  rare  thing.    Education  has  steadily  gained  upon  the 
affections  of  the  people  and  our  schools  are  improving. 

Your  missionary  rejoices  in  witnessing  two  vigorous 
Sabbath  schools  in  3ellevue,  the  existence  of  one  of  which 
can  be  traced  to  labor  sustained  by  your  Society.     The  sur- 
rounding neighborhoods  have  shared  in  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  dissemination  of  Sabbath  school  libraries, 
and  religious  periodicals;  and  the  whole  region  '-ears  a 
moral  aspect,  more  promising  every  succeeding  year.  There 
has  been  a  good  influence,  going  forth,  with  annual  increase, 
from  the  Cottonville  church  also,  its  sanctuary,  and  the  word 
preached  there. 

Our  audiences  have  been  as  good  during  the  past  quarter, 
in  both  places,  as  at  any  former  period;  and  a  recent  Foreign 
Missionary  collection  shows  a  growing  interest  in  the  cause 
of  christioan  benevolence." 
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This  is  Brother  Colemen's  last  report  from  Bellevue. 
His  pastorate  here  covered  a  period  of  nine  years.     In  these 
nine  years  he  did  a  valuable  service  not  only  in  the  immedi- 
ate parish  and  in  the  communities  about,  but  he  also  reached 
out  in  his  influence,  through  his  Associational  connection 
and  interest,  to  all  parts  of  the  inhabited  portions  of  Iowa. 
He  was  preeminently  an  Associational  man.    Ee  was  deeply  con- 
cerned in  all  the  denominational  movements  and  missionary  op- 
erations.   He  had  men  of  political  consequence  in  his  parish. 
Governor  Anshelm  Briggs  resided  at  ^ellevue  in  I.ir.  Coleman's 
day.     It  is  reported  that  on  one  occasion  the  governor  was 
minded  to  send  out  a  Thanksgiving  Proclamation,  but  did  not 
know  how  to  go  about  it.    He  consulted  Brother  Ooleman  and 
of  course  Brother  Coleman  showed  him  just  how  to  do  it. 

In  the  summer  of  1850  Mr.  Coleman  resigned  at  Bellevue , 
leaving  a  church  of  thirty-seven  members,  and  joined  a  colony 
at  Stacyville  up  in  Liitchell  county.    Naturally  the  community 
took  the  name  Stacyville  for  the  Stacys,  three  families  of 
them  were  in  evidence  at  every  turn  and  corner,  and  in  all 
the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood. 

Brother  Coleman's  commission  for  Stacyville  was  dated 
August  1,  1856. 

How  new  and  fresh  and  pioneer-like  everything  was  is 
related  in  Mr.  Coleman's  first  report,  written  soon  after 
his  arrival  and  published  in  February  1857.     The  report  is 
as  follows: 

"In  submitting  this,  my  first  quarterly  report  of  mis- 
sionary service  in  this  new  field,  l  am  constrained  to  feel 
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that  my  circumstance  are  indeed  new.     The  vast  prairies  around 
me,  though  formed  ages  since,  are  yet  new,  "but  recently  trod 
by  the  foot  of  the  white  man,  and  for  the  most  part  still  ly- 
ing in  their  uncultivated  wilderness.     Hie  village  into  which 
the  providence  of  Jod  has  thrown  our  lot  is  only  about  five 
months  old.    Lly  dwelling,  which  we  found  without  a  floor  when 
we  came  here,  is  still  new,  -  the  plastering  having  been  com- 
pleted scarcely  a  month  ago,  and  considerable  carpenter  work 
being  necessary  yet  to  finish  it.     Chen  we  live  in  a  new  way, 
making  our  cocking  stove  answer  the  three  fold  purpose  of 
kitchen  stove,  parlor  stove,  and  study  fire-iblace.     The  past 
three  months  have  furnished  but  little  opportunity  for  me  to 
study,  except  it  be  to  study  how  to  meet  the  inconveniences 
of  our  new  situation,  and  how  to  prepare  a  place  for  my 
family  for  the  approaching  winter. 

"'re  have  an  average  attendance  of  thirty  five  or  forty 
persons  upon  our  ministrations  on  the  Sabbath,  and  are  yet 
under  the  necessity  of  holding  our  meetings  in  private  hou- 
ses.   3very  thing  connected  with  building  here  now  is  uncer- 
tain, it  being  difficult  to  obtain  lumber,  on  account  of  the 
great  demand  at  the  mills  for  it.    Emigration  to  this  region 
was    brisk  during  the  months  of  August ,  September,  and  Octo- 
ber; and  Llitchell  county  has  probably  more  than  doubled  its 
population  since  April.     Our  houses  are  small,  and,  with  our 
orm  families  and  the  boarders  necessary  to  keep  in  building 
up  a  new  place,  thoroughly  filled.    With  one  exception  the 
christian  men  in  this  community  are  possessed  of  but  small 
pecuniary  means;  and  building  improvements  of  every  kind  and 
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provisions  are  very  high,  owing  to  the  large  emigration  to 
Northern  Iowa  and  Southern  Minnesota.    But  we  are  looking  to 
a  brighter  and  larger  future.     Our  population  in  and  around 
Stacyville,  is  intelligent  and  generally  moral;  and  with  the 
blessing  of  viod  upon  our  efforts,  we  hope  to  meet  with  a  fair 
share  of  success  in  religious  and  educational  institutions. 
In  pecuniary  resources  I  find  myself  greatly  straitened;  and 
what  adds  to  my  embarrassment,  my  horse  has  died.     It  was 
trying  to  my  faith,  that  just  as  I  had  nearly  finished  buil- 
ding for  this  season,  and  became  ready  to  visit  more  distant 
neighborhoods,  and  to  establish  regular  preaching  in  them, 
the  means  of  doing  this  was  taken  away.    But  I  believe  that 
the  lord  will  open  a  way  for  me  to  preach  in  other  neighbor- 
hoods this  winter;  and  yet  I  am  not  at  present  able  to  pro- 
cure another  horse  with  which  to  reach  them." 

In  August  of  1857  the  church  observes  its  first  commun- 
ion; the  pastor  reporting  uhe  service  as  follows: 

"Yesterday  we  celebrated  the  Lord's  Supper  for  the  first 
time,  as  a  church  in  the  new  land.    And  this  is  the  first 
observance  of  the  ordinance  in  the  north  eastern  half  of 
Mitchell  county.     It  was  a  season  of  deep  interest  to  us. 
Twenty  out  of  twenty  three  members  were  enabled  to  be  present 
and  enjoy  the  blessed  privilege.    Swo  were  detained  at  home 
by  affliction,  and  one  by  the  care  of  small  children.  Some 
four  or  five  of  our  Liethodist  brethren  were  present  and  unit- 
ed in  the  solemnity.      Judging  from  the  glow  of  countenance 
throughout  the  congregation,  the  tearful  eye,  and  solemn 
.  thought fulness ,  it  was  an  occasion  of  precious,  anticipated, 


182 

prayed-for  interest.     In  the  midst  of  worldliness ,  and  the 
pressure  of  business  consequent  upon  founding  new  homes, 
for  our  families,  -There  the  first  stone  in  the  foundation  of 
every  enterprise  and  improvement  must  "be  laid  by  our  07m  hands 
how  like  a  new  advent  of  our  Glorious  redeemer  is  this 
blessed  institutions!    How  we  seen  to  hear  his  voice  of  love  - 
how  we  seem  to  see  him  again  moving  among  men,  to  bless  and 
to  save!    A  deeper,  more  real,  more  impressive  meaning  at- 
taches to  the  word  of  his  grace,     xhose  precious  words  of 
the  oeloved  disciple  bear  a  most  cheering  truth  to  us:  -'Be- 
loved, now  are  we  the  Sons  of  Sod,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  shall  be:     but  we  hnow  that  when  he  shall  ap- 
pear, we  shall  oe  like  him;  for  we  shall  see  him  AS  HE  IS." 

The  next  record  of  the  field  is  a  report  of  the  dedi- 
cation which  occurred  September  27,  1860,  Superintendent 
Guernsey  preaching  the  sermon.    Mr.  Guernsey  reports  the 
dedication  as  follows: 

"One  of  the  earliest  results  of  returning  prosperity  in 
our  State  is  seen  in  the  comparatively  large  number  of  church 
edifices  that  r.ave  been  commenced  during  the  past  season. 
Several  of  these  ..ave  been  recently  completed.     1  nave  attend- 
ed the  dedication  of  three  of  them  during  the  last  quarter. 

The  first  :ms  at  Stacyville,  on  _'riday  the  twenty  sec- 
ond of  September .     Stacyville  is  a  village  some  four  years 
old,  located  in  Llitchell  county,  on  the  banks  of  a  branch 
of  the  Cedar  river,  and  is  within  some  t.iree  miles,  1  think, 
of  the  Minnesota  line,     Contemporaneously  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  place,  Rev.     .  L.  Coleman,  a  faithful  and  much 
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esteemed  missionary  of  the  Society,  commenced  his  labors 
there.    From  the  beginning  he  has  been  surrounded  by  a  choice 
hand  of  christian  men  and  women,  who  have  never  ceased  to 
encourage  and  aid  and  sustain  him  by  their  fellowship  in 
prayer,  and  sympathy,  and  labor.    Nearly  a  year  ago,  while 
the  embarrassments  of  the  hard  times  were  still  upon  them 
in  their  fullest  measure,  they  resolved  to  undertake  the 
erection  of  a  sanctu.ary.    They  made  the  resolution,  not  in 
the  confidence  inspired  by  the  possession  of  apparent  means 
with  which  to  do  the  ./ork,  but  in  the  confidence  of  faith. 
TTith  no  money,  or  almost  none,  at  command,  they  went  for- 
ward, each  man  contributing  such  things  as  he  had;  and  as 
the  work  progressed,  the  obstacles  that  at  times  had  seemed 
almost  insurmountable  were  removed;  until  in  due  time  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  object  of  their  desires  and 
prayers  accomplished.    The  day  of  dedication,  with  its  sub- 
dued yet  overflowing  gladness  will  long  be  had  in  remem- 
brance by  all  who  shared  in  its  services.    The  pastor  gave 
a  brief  account  of  the  inception  and  history  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  burden  of  which  was,   'hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
helped  us . 1 

Having  had  occasion,  some  months  before,  to  write  to 
hr . -  Henry  .P .  Haven,  of  Hew  London,  Conn.,  a  note  of  ac- 
knowledgement for  a  set  of  communion  furniture  which  he 
had  presented  to  the  Stacyville  church,  Mr*  Coleman  mailed 
with  it  a  copy  of  the  Llinutes  of  the  G-eneral  Association  of 
Iowa.    Prom  tiieee  Minutea  it  appeared  that  the  little  church 
at  Stacyville  had  contirbuted  vo0  the  previous  year  for 
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benevolent  purposes.     Ehis  attracted  Lir.  Eaven'  notice, 
and  he  addressed  a  letter  to  lir.  C,  in  which  he  commended 
their  liberality  in  contributing  so  much  out  of  their  deep 
poverty,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  them,  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal for  their  benefit,  |3Q«    Of  all  this  they  were  now  in- 
formed for  the  first  time,    i'his  money  had  been  expended  in 
the  completion  of  the  church,     ihe  day  before  the  dedication, 
and  just  in  time  to  enable  the  pastor  to  announce,  as  he  was 
very  anxious  to  do,  that  the  house  "/as  free  from  debt,  a 
draft  arrived  from  the  American  Congregational  Union,  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.     In  a  postscript  to  the  note 
accompanying  this  draft,  the  treasurer  of  the  Union  said: 
'It  may  interest  your  people  to  know,  that  the  money  we 
send  you  is  the  contribution  of  Deacon  Henry  P.  Haven,  of 
llev;  London,  Conn.  1     When  this  was  read  to  the  congregation, 
in  connection  with  the  mention  made  of  their  previous  in- 
debtedness to  Mr.  Maven,  there  seemed  scarcely  a  dry  eye 
in  the  house.    As  I  witnessed  the  gratitude  uttered  through 
every  eye  and  countenance  in  that  assembly,  I  almost  envied 
the  man  whose  generous  beneficence  enabled  him  to  secure 
so  warm  and  permanent  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  these  people, 
separated  from  him  by  hundreds  of  miles,  and  whom  he  had 
never  seen.     The  name  of  Henry  P.  Haven  will  live  in  Stacy- 
ville ,  long  after  he  and  those  by  whom,  with  his  aid,  this 
new  and  tasteful  sanctuary  has  been  reared,  shall  nave  met 
and  communed  with  each  other  face  to  face,  uefore  their 
Pathe  r ' s  throne . " 

In  August  of  1861  hr.  Coleman  added  Mitchell  to  his 
field.     I'he  L'itchell  church  had  had  the  services  of  -lev. 


185 


William  '*rindsor  but  he  had  now  retired  and  LIr.  Coleman  un- 
dertakes to  work  the  double  field,  continuing  to  reside  at 
Stacyville.     In  November  of  1862  he  makes  a  report  of  a  ge- 
neral character,  glorifying  the  pioneer  home  missionary  work 
in  which  he  is  engaged,  at  the  same  time  appreciating  its 
hardships.    He  writes: 

"The  duty  of  christian  love  is  to  sow,  whether  we  reap 
or  not,  and  wait  for  the  ripe  fruit  to  appear  in  G-od's  ap- 
pointed season.    And  if  there  is  any  one  department  of  the 
missionary  service  that  God  is  graciously  teaching  me  to 
love  more  than  ever  before,  ti  is  that  of  opening  to  little 
children's  minds  orccious  views  of  the  beauty  of  juvenile 
piety,  of  the  love  of  Ohrist,  of  the  glory  of  his  character, 
and  of  the  excellence  of  his  law  and  promises.     There  are 
some  things  that  make  me  wish  for  an  older  and  more  culti- 
vated region,  where  my  children  may  enjoy  better  educational 
privileges.     But  some  of  us  must  occupy  the  outposts  in  the 
Lord's  army,  and  be  the  advance  guard,  or  the  'forlorn  hope' 
to  break  down  the  walls  of  the  enemy's  strongholds,  that 
■*those  coming  after  may  win  the  victory  and  hold  the  ground. 
And,  so  far  as  personal  enjoyment  in  connection  with  the 
service  is  concerned,  I  think  none  promise  more  to  a  young 
minister  than  our  new  fields,  where  home  Missionary  efforts 
meet  the  generous  sympathy  and  cordial  7/elcome  of  the  Lord's 
scattered  poor.    And  when  the  soldier  of  the  Gross  shall  see 
the  full  import  and  value  of  the  work  of  preparation  for  the 
conquest  of  these  ne~;  regions  to  Christ,  as  he  may  see  them 
from  neaven's  high  point  of  vision,  his  work  will  be  his 
rejoicing. " 
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This  is  really  l.Ir.  Coleman's  only  report  during  the 
■jar  time.    Prom  other  sources  we  must  learn  of  his  patriot- 
ism, his  outspoken  loyalty  to  the  Union,  his  sympathy  with 
the  oppressed,  and  his  rejoicing  over  their  emancipation. 

After  two  years  of  service  in  this  double  field  Mr. 
Coleman  retires  from  Stacyvill,  Hev.  D.  P.  Savage  taking 
his  place  there,  and  makes  his  home  and  his  headquarters 
at  Litchell. 

Prom  I.Iitchell  soon  after  the  '.Tar  (December  '65)  he 
reports,    he  rejoices  greatly  in  the  fact  that  this  field 
is  becoming  another  Her;  England.    He  writes: 

"I  never  felt  so  much  the  real  significance  of  repro- 
ducing ITew  England  in  the  'Test.     It  is  the  gospel  in  the 
lives  of  the  ITew  England  fathers  that  nad  made  all  that  is 
glorious  in  that  favored  portion  of  our  country.    Why,  then 
may  not  that  same  gospel  do  for  us  in  the  "est  even  greater 
things?    Our  ehurchmembers ,  our  ministers,  and  men  and  wo- 
men  in  every  christian  calling,  only  need  more  of  the  Gos- 
pel, more  of  Christ,  in  our  hearts,  and  permanently  working 
itself  out  in  our  lives,  and  the  great  work  is  done. 

Our  particular  plans  may  not  succeed;  but  God's  great 
plan  is  sure  of  accomplishment .     xhis  land's  evangelization 
we  hope,  is  embraced  in  that  plan,  as  a  work  to  be  prosecu- 
ted with  early  success. 

I  have  been  invited  to  engage  in  a  Bible  agency;  but 
feel  that  the  distinctive  work  of  preaching  never  was  so  im 
portant  in  this  land  as  now,  and  that  lay  brethren  should  b 
found  who  will  explore,  and  distribute  the  Sible.    Hence  my 
convictions  of  duty  to  Christ  and  to  his  church  forbid  me 
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from  leaving,  at  present,  the  distinctive  work  of  preaching 
Christ  to  men.    '.'ere  it  not  for  his  promise  to  he  with  us, 
the  prevalent  worldliness,  the  blindness  to  eternal  interests, 
and  the  amazing  stupidity  of  men  on  the  one  great  subject, 
might  discourage  us,  and  lead  us  to  abandon  the  work;  but  my 
impression  gains  strength  that  the  resources  of  this  fair 
land  are  Christ's,  and  that  he  is  about  to  secure  them  and 
their  development  for  himself,  in  a  wonderful  manner,  iind 
this  is  too  good  a  work  for  any  christian  to  fail  of  sharing 
at  least,  in  some  .-nimble  part." 

Mr.  Coleman's  commission  for  1866  includes  in  his  field 
Mitchell,  and  Saratoga,  Saratoga  being  the  earliest  name  for 
the  Riceville  church.    ¥.0  early  missionary  was  permitted  to 
confine  his  labors  to  one  church. 

In  1867  his  commas s  ion  reads  "For  Mitchell  and  <,ames- 
town,"  Jamestown  being  the  second  name  for  this  same  church 
at  Ricerille. 

In  February  of  1868,  in  still  more  confident  tones,  the 
missionary  nagnifies  his  office  as    a  pioneer  minister  of  the 
G-ospel,  although  often  weary  "in  labors  abundant."    He  writes; 

"The  past  quarter  has  been  one  of  uninterrupted  health, 
good  weather,  fine  traveling,  numerous  preaching  appointments 
on  my  field,  and  good  attendance  wherever  the  Providence  of 
God  has  called  me  to  present  the  word.     I  have  preached  in 
seven  different  places,  sometimes  filling  the  third  Sabbath 
appointment  in  the  evening,  in  out -neighbor no 0 ds ,  where  the 
people  had  heard  only  one  or  two  sermons  previously,  for  a 
twelve  month.    A  few  hungry  souls  in  each  place  showed  their 
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appreciation  of  the  gospel  by  their  eager  and  rapt  attention, 
and  earnestly  expressed  their  desire  that  I  might  come  often, 
while  full  school-houses  of  thoughtful  auditors  attested  a 
general  interest.    Eow  easy  it  is  to  feed  hungry  souls! 
Quite  a  number  of  neglected  neighborhoods,  in  this  and  How- 
ard counties,  might  be  reached  if  we  could  more  frequently 
be  spared  from  our  village  congregations.     It  compensates 
for  the  long  travel  over  rough  and  unfrequented  roads,  to 
look  a  destitute  and  poor  congregation  in  the  face,  and 
speak  to  them  of  their  great  spiritual  needs,  their  lost 
condition,  and  the  Savior,  Jesus,  whose  abounding  love  would 
fain  deliver  them  from  sin  and  its  terrible  ruin.  • 

As  a  test  of  the  value  of  the  gospel,  I  have  stood  by 
the  death-bed  of  an  aged  saint  of  eighty-two  summers,  who 
rejoiced  in  Jesus  as  a  present  Saviour  and  friend  in  trouble, 
as  he  nad  rejoiced  in 'him  during  many  years  of  Christian  trust 
and  hope.    And  the  same  day  on  which  we  laid  nis  body  away  in 
the  grave,  I  was  called  in  the  afternoon  to  attend  the  fune- 
ral of  a  smiling  infant  child  of  deaf  and  mute  parents,  whom 
I  could  only  point  upward  to  the  heavenly  home,  and  tell, 
through  an  interpreter,  of  the  all-wise  and  loving  father 
there,  who  nad  called  away  their  treasure  to  win  their 
hearts  to^his  love.     It  is  the  gospel  of  Christ  that  men 
want,  in  life  and  in  death.    Eow  empty  all  things  else,  if 
we  attempt  to  preach  themi 

Sometimes  I  experience  a  partial  failure  of  voice,  and 
the  thought  of  soon  oeing  laid  aside  from  the  blessed  work 
of  preaching  Christ  orally,  brings  sadness;  but  I  know  the 
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l.Iaster  will  raise  up  better  and  more  efficient  laborers  in 
his  vineyard.    Especially  have  I  found,  lately,  great  free- 
don  in  preaching  to  children;  and  this  peculiar  work  it  is 
painful  to  think  of  relinquishing.     But  his  will  be  done!" 

In  Hay  of  1868  ray  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Coleman  began. 
I  came  to  Osage  from  rlatteville,  Wisconsin,  by  stage  to 
Dubuque,  by  water  to  McGregor,  by  rail  to  Adams,  Minnesota, 
&nd  by  stage  again  through  Stacyville  and  Mitchell  to  Csage. 
At  the  platform  in  front  of  the  post  office  building  at  East 
Mitchell  I  saw  a  big  little  short  man,  with  a  keen  eye,  and 
a  tongue  that  was  evidently  accustomed  to  exercising  itself, 
he  was  evidently  the  Person  of  the  crowd,  and  I  said  at  once, 
"That  is  Brother  Coleman  of  wnom  Superintendent  Guernsey  has 
told  me."    He  spoke  to  all  the  passengers;  and  was  just  as 
inquisitive  respecting  us  all  as  he  dared  to  be.     I  knew  him, 
but  I  did  not  make  myself  known.     The  stage  passed  on  to 
"Test  Mitchell,  and  returned  again  to  East  Mitchell  on  the 
way  to  Osage.    Then  the  stage  stepped  again  at  the  post  of- 
fice, the  same  little  big  short  man  was  there;  if  possible 
still  more  eager  for  news  from  tne  outside  world.  Finally 
I  said,  "You    are  Brother  Coleman.11    "Yes,  and  who  are  you?" 
"A  candidate  for  Osage."     "Oh,  yes,  Douglass.    Mr.  Guernsey 
has  written  me  of  you.:T    Chen  ;:e  was  all  interest,  and  ne 
talked  incessantly  until  the  stage  had  started,  and  quite 
a  while  after.    As  far  as  I  could  hear  him  or  see  him,  his 
tongue  was  evidently  still  going  on  at  a  lively  clip. 

If i thin  a  few  days  he  was  down  at  Osage  to  see  me,  -  the 
first  of  a  score  of  visits  later  on. 
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I  presume  it  was  sometime  in  this  same  year  1868  that 
he  spent  a  Sunday  with  me.    As  we  stood  up  to  sing,  I  saw  a 
"broad  smile  which  was  almost  audible  passing  around  through 
the  congregation.    "That  pleased  "Che  people  was  the  long 
and  short  of  it  in  the  pulpit,  1  so  tall  and  he  so  stubby. 
The  next  time  we  stood  up  tc  sing,  1  kept  my  seat.    Mr.  Gole 
man  visited  us  often.    Hardly  a  week  passed  that  we  did  not 
have  a  visit  from  Brother  Coleman,  and  his  cheery  presence 
was  always  an  inspiration.    We  learned  all  his  stories  and 
his  jokes,  and  labeled  them,  and  knew  in  just  what  order  the 
were  coming,  but  they  always  served  their  purpose  to  cheer 
us  up  and  to  give  us  r.eart  and  courage. 

Mrs,  Coleman  sometimes  came  with  her  husband  to  visit 
us,  "but  sr:e  was  in  a  decline,  and  the  next  year,  September 
9,  1869,  she  passed  away. 

I  was  asked  by  brother  Coleman  to  bo  prepared  to  con- 
duct the  funeral  service,  but  with  the  understanding  that 
?atner  'Tindsor  would  take  the  service  if  he  could  be  present 
Greatly  to  my  relief  Brother  Windsor  was  on  hand  and  con- 
ducted the  service  but  of  course  asking  me  to  take  some  part 
with  him. 

An  obituary  notice  of  Llrs.  Coleman  appears  in  the 
December  issue  of  the  Home  Missionary  for  1869,  and  is  in 
part  as  follows: 

"Mrs.  C.  was  oorn  near  I.Iiddletown,  N.  Y.,  i^eb.  29th, 
1820.    When  about  sixteen  years  old,  she  became  a  Christian, 
uniting  wit:i  the  church  of  her  parents.    Subsequently  she 
was  -a  pupil  in  the  Liiddletown  Academy,  and,  later  still,  of 
the  female  department  of  Qberlin  college,  in  which  last  she 
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remained  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  until  about  the  time  she 
was  married  to  Hr.  C.,  Sept.  IE,  1846.     m  the  spring  of 
1847,  K&  and  Mrs,  (5.  removed  to  lowa,  and  settled  in  Bel- 
levue ,  where  Mr.  C.  gathered  and  organised  a  congregational 
church,  of  which  he  became  pastor,  and  with  which  he  re- 
mained for  more  than  nine  years,  in  the  Home  Missionary- 
service.    Here  Mrs.  G.  labored  much  for  the  welfare  of  the 
poor  and  tne  sick,  securing  also  trie  establishment  of  a 
female  prayer  meeting,  which  was  maintained  till  years  after 
her  removal  from  trie  place.    Here,  too,  her  four  sons  were 
"bom,  tne  first-born  dying  while  yet  an  infant  of  eight 
months,     m  august,  1856,  sne  removed  With  her  husband  and 
family  to  otr.cyville,  where  another  church  was  gathered, 
greatly  to  her  joy.     in  July,  1865,  the  family  removed  to 
ilitcnell.     In  each  of  tnese  places  of  her  residence  she  re- 
joiced in  seeing  a  house  of  worship  erected,  and  in  each  be- 
came warmly  attached  to  dear  friends,  to  whose  confidence  and 
love  she  was  ever  true. 

?o~r  several  years  past,  her  declining  health  restricted 
her  efforts  and  care  almost  entirely  to  her  own  family,  for 
whom  no  self-denial  seemed  hard  to  her.     To  the  kind  friends 
who  proffered  their  help  and  sympathy  in  her  sickness  -  to 
the  Christian  ladies  of  Stacyville  and  Ilitchell,  who  so  taste 
fully  arranged  the  beautiful  flowers  in  cross  and  wreath  for 
her  burial  -  and  to  our  long-loved  'Brother  Windsor,1  for  an 
excellent  and  consoling  funeral  sermon,  the  family  feel 
deeply  indebted." 

A  year  later,  in  December  of  1870,  the  following  re- 
port appears: 
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"The  last  year  has  been  one  of  great  affliction  in  my 
family  -  my  dear  companion  "being  sick  in  August  and  part  of 
September,  1862,  and  dying  on  the  9th  of  the  last-named  month. 
Xow,  in  August  and  September,  1870,  three  of  my  family  -  all 
except  myself  who  were  at  home  -  have  been  prostrated  at  one 
time.    Lay  these  afflictions  be  sanctified  to  our  good, 
fitting  us  for  better  service  for  Christ i 

I  told  my  church  recently  that  I  thought  we  ought  to 
signalize  this  memorial  year  by  assuming  self-support,  thus 
lifting  the  burden  from  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 
Prevalent  sickness  has  prevented  decisive  action  as  yet,  and 
one  of  our  best  families  is  about  to  remove  from  us,  reducing 
our  pecuniary  strength.    Prof.  3uck  of  Iowa  College  has  also 
bean  here,  recently,  and  induced  us  to  lift  very  heavily  for 
the  endowment  of  the  College.    With  all  these  things  oefore 
us,  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  church  -.all  now  become  self- 
supporting.     But  whether  I  am  to  labor  as  your  missionary, 
hereafter,  or  not  I  shall  carry  with  me,  through  life,  an 
abiding,  sweet,  remembrance  of  the  fraternal  sympathy,  wise 
Christian  counsel,  and  ever-ready  and  prompt  aid  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Executive  Committee  and  loved  Secretaries 
of  your  Society.    Your  kindness  and  brotherly  regard  have 
been  among  the  brightest  things  that  have  been  appointed  of 
our  gracious  Lord,  to  cheer  and  support  us  in  all  the  trials 
of  home  missionary  life  and  work,  during  the  twenty-three 
years  that  I  have  been  in  this  blessed  service  in  Iowa** 

Only  a  month  later  (January  '71)  Brother  Coleman  sends 
a  farewell  to  the  Society,  as  follows: 
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"This  church  has  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to 
be  forwarded  to  you,  the  following  resolutions: 

'That  we  cherish  a  grateful  sense  of  our  obligations  to 
God,  for  enabling  us  as  a  church,  after  a  long  period  of 
weakness  and  struggle,  to  assume  the  entire  support  of  our 
pastor,  who  has  labored  among  us  for  nine  years  past. 

'That  we  tender  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  SLmerican  Home 
Missionary  Society  for  all  its  fostering  care  and  timely  aid, 
given  from  our  organization  till  August  1st,  1870;  and  that, 
Divine  grace  assisting  us,  we  will  in  future  remember  both 
in  our  prayers  and  contributions  this  noble  Society;  and  will 
seek  to  cooperate  with  it  in  its  glorious  planting  and  har- 
vest, till  our  yfhole  land  shall  be  evangelized.' 

It  was  hard  for  the  church  to  take  this  position,  but 
they  now  are  glad  of  it.     It  is  all  they  can  well  do  in  their 
weakness  though  my  salary  is  only  -J7G0 1  and  I  help  them  raise 
that.    But  we  wanted  to  put  no  more  burden  on  your  shoulders 
this  "I.Iemorial  Year." 

In  ceasing  to  be  your  missionary,  I  cease  not  to  cherish 
the  sweet  remembrance  of  your  uniform  kindness,  promptness  to 
aid,  and  ever-ready  brotherly  sympathy  and  wise  counsel.  I 
feel  like  a  child  on  first  leaving  home.    May  a  rich  endow- 
ment of  Divine  grace  and  blessing  ever  be  yours,  officially 
and  personally! 

Still  you  -.vill  pray  for  us,  and  we  for  you  and  the  no- 
ble cause  and  Society  you  serve." 

Soon  after  the  church  came  to  self-support  Mr,  Coleman 
resigned  and  spent  a  year  working  for  the  College  as  finan- 


194 

cial  agent.  But  this  was  not  exactly  in  his  line  and  soon  he 
v:as  back  in  the  pastorate. 

November  50,  1871,  he  was  married  to  Hiss  Electa  Aber- 
nathy  of  Vest  Union. 

We  have  occasion  to  remember  this  event.    Returning  from 
a  visit  to  the  East ,  the  Llitchell  Association  was  in  session 
at  Charles  City.     I  was  quartered  with  Brother  Coleman  at 
the  time  he  was  waiting  for  a  reply  from  his  lady  elect.  He 
kept  me  awake  about  all  the  night  balancing  the  probabilities 
of  the  reply,  whether  it  would  be  Yes  or  No, 

And  later  we  were  invited  to  the  reception  given  to  Mr. 
Coleman  and  his  bride  at  Llitchell. 

A  clever  friend,  Lliss  Louise  Kirkwood  from  Yonkers,  New 
York,  was  visiting  us.    She  drew  a  cartoon  representing  us 
at  the  Osage  station.     I  was  hurrying  to  the  train,  a  high 
plug  hat  on  my  head,  and  Baby  Paul  in  my  arms,  and  the  little 
wife  was  running  on  behind.    Brother  Coleman  appears  at  the 
rear  platform  of  the  cars  calling  out  to  me:     "I've  got  her 
brother,  I've  got  her I"    I  don't  remember  any  of  the  inci- 
dents of  the  reception,  was  the  cartoon  is  as  plain  and  fresh 
and  funny  as  it  was  forty-two  years  ago. 

In  I.Iay  of  1872  Brother  Coleman  for  the  third  time  xioved 
out  to  the  frontier,  locating  in  Spencer,  Clay  county.  Things 
out  there  were  then  nearly  as  new  as  they  could  be.  ?ather 
Upton  had  been  in  Dickson  county  for  about  two  years ,  and 
churches  had  been  formed  in  the  region  at  Cherokee  and  Lake- 
ville.    The  Spencer  church  was  organized  llarch  19  of  this 
year,  1872.    Here  Mr.  Coleman  once  more  became  the  great 
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apostle  of  Congregationalism  in  a  new  country.    His  first  re- 
port from  the  new  field,   (December  '72)  is  as  follows: 

"Two  years  ago,  the  church  at  Mitchell  assuming  my 
entire  support,  I  bade  you  farewell  as  a  missionary,  not 
supposing  I  should  so  soon  enter  your  employ  in  a  new  field; 
but  I  come  back  with  the  feeling  that  divine  Providence  has 
opened  this  door  for  me.    Strange  that  the  work  of  earlier 
years  in  Jackson  and  Ilitchell  counties  should  repeat  itself 
in  north-western  Iowa,  in  the  person  of  one  who  has  seen  a 
quarter- century 1 s  service!    This  new  work  demands  of  my  in- 
creasing years  longer  rides  over  prairies  boundless  to  the 
Vision,  to  find  and  minister  to  the  scattered  members  of 
our  flock,  and  those  to  be  brought  into  it.    Many  of  these 
occupy  rude  tenements  of  'primitive  brick1     or  unpoetic  na- 
tive sod.    T7here  our  village  stands  there  was,  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1871,  but  one  dwelling.    How  we  have  a  popu- 
lation of  about  150;  several  stores  and  mechanic  shops,  two 
hotels,  a  printing-office  and  town-hall,  used  for  a  court- 
hotise;  and,  a  mile  away,  a  good  grist  mill  run  "by  water-power. 

Newness  marks  every  feature  of  the  field.     Our  families 
are  mostly  struggling  to  make  new  homes  with  the  unwasted 
energies  that  belong  to  life's  early  prime.     5?hey  bring  to 
the  work  active  minds  and  hands,  and  willing  hearts,  and 
often  little  else,     iou  would  be  surprised  to  see  with  what 
a  paucity  of  resources  many  homes  are  created.    Yet  the  best 
resources  are  intelligent  minds  and  earnest  hearts  in  sound 
bodies.    With  God's  blessing  these,  wisely  directed,  will 
wonderfully  change  the  whole  outward  aspects  of  a  virgin 
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country  like  this  -  "oeautiful  already  in  its  magnificent 
prairies,  as  they  came  from  the  skillful  hand  of  their  llaker. 

At  Spencer  we  have  a  Congregational  church  organized 
with  eleven  members  (now  grown  to  nineteen),  by  Rev.  D.  Wirt, 
your  missionary.    Che  members  were  scattered  from  one  to  ele- 
ven miles,  only  three  (single  young  men)  being  in  the  village. 

I  have  preached  regularly  in  Spencer  cn  each  Sabbath,  and 
in  three  out-neighborhoods,  seven  to  eleven  miles  away;  and 
by  invitation  have  visitied  Sioux  Rapids,  twenty  miles  south, 
in  Buena  Vista  county,    './hether  it  will  be  best  to  attempt  the 
organization  of  a  church  there,  is  yet  to  be  determined.  Per- 
plexity arises  here,  as  elsewhere  in  new  communities,  from 
the  unsettled  state  of  some  that  we  desire  to  help.  Clay 
county  is  receiving  accessions  almost  every  month;  and  when 
the  alternate  sections,  held  as  railroad  land,  shall  come 
into  market,  doubtless  we  shall  have  a  much  larger  incoming. 
I  shall  explore  the  whole  county  as  fast  as  I  can." 

In  a  second  report  (November  !74)  Brother  Coleman  laments 
the  evils  of  skepticism  and  sectarianism.    £e  writes: 

"Two  prominent  obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  gospel 
in  this  new  region  are:     a  worldly  stupidity  coupled  with 
skepticism  as  to  the  supernatural  in  religion;  and  a  preva- 
lence of  sectarianism,  nursed  by  a  narrow  religious  training 
and  experience. 

I  have  been  aiming  inmmy  preaching  to  overthrow  the 
former,  by  appeals  to  the  demands  of  man's  moral  nature;  and 
have  tried  to  counteract  the  latter  by  a  large  Christian  cha- 
rity in  daily  life.    An  anti-sectarian  spirit  is  an  unanswer- 
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able  argument.    Time  will  be  required,  to  open  the  eyes  of 
those  who  for  a  score  of  years  have  been  schooled  in  sectar- 
ian bigotry  and  narrowness.    The  new  fields  under  your  cul- 
ture have  a  full  share  of  these  evils.1' 

Then  next  we  hear  from  Brother  Ooleman  (October  1876) 
he  is  in  the  midst  of  Trouble  and  sorrow. :r  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

"The  first  quarter  of  this  my  fifth  year  in  Spencer, 
while  marked  by  an  increase  in  my  Sabbath  congregations,  and 
one  hopeful  conversion,  will  be  remembered  as  a  peculiarly 
sorro-rful  one,  especially  to  the  family  of  your  missionary. 
The  lord,  who  sees  as  we  cannot  and  never  makes  mistakes,  has 
taken  from  us  our  bright  boy  of  promise,  little  'Bertie,1  near- 
ly four  years  old.    We  think  he  is  in  the  Savior's  better 
home,  happier  than  in  ours  below  -  not  because  he  was  a 
cheerful  and  manly  boy  so  much  as  because  he  loved  God's 
word  and  prayer,  and  seemed  to  oe  learning  the  meaning  of 
his  favorite  text,   '0,  God,  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I 
seek  thee; 1    and  because  a  tender  conscientiousness  and 
dutifulness  were  developing  along  with  his  childish  activity, 
noise  and  play.    Our  home  is  lonesome  without  him,  but  our 
comfort  is  that  'Ee  who  doeth  all  things  well'  hath  done 
this,  and  somehow,  what  is  apparently  against    us  is  for  us. 
I  can  preach  to  mourners  now  with  a  fresh  sympathy  and  tell 
them  that  the  comforts  of  Christ  and  his  gospel  are  real, 
and  of  unspeakable  value . 

Added  to  this  family  oereavement  God  has  sent  again  up- 
on all  in  this  region  about  Spencer  the  dreadful  scourge  of 
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grasshoppers.    On  the  27th  day  of  July  they  came  down  upon 
our  county  in  unparalleled  numbers  -  far  surpassing  in  mul- 
titude the  armies  that  came  in  '75  and.  '74.     Iheir  work  is 
devastation.    Corn  -  the  main  crop  this  year  -  potatoes, 
late  oats,  and  gardens  and  shrubbery  are  badly  stripped. 
Iluch  suffering  must  ensue;  but  if  our  people  Trill  learn 
righteousness,  the  affliction  will  be  light  compared  with 
the  eternal  weight  of  glory  which  will  come  of  it." 

Brother  Coleman's  last  commission  for  Spencer  expired 
in  Hay  of  1879,  at  which  time  he  retired  from  the  field.  He 
felt  that  he  was  growing  too  old  for  further  frontier  ser- 
vice,   he  left  a  membership  of  thirty- five  at  Spencer;  and 
there  were  eleven  churches  v.dthin  the  bounds  of  the  ner-  -asso- 
ciation.   He  gathered  the  material  for  the  organization  of 
the  church  at  Smmetsburg,  and  was  the  stated  minister  there 
for  a  number  of  months. 

Prom  august  of  1880  to  august  of  1881  he  served  the 
church  at  Big  Itock;  and  then  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  re- 
tired from  regular  pastoral  service  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Grinnell. 

During  the  ten  years  of  his  residence  here  he  was  busy 
the  most  of  the  time,  acting  as  agent  for  the  College,  sup- 
plying for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  at  various  places,  i:ew- 
burg,  Chester  Center,  Lars hall town ,  Malcolm,  Hellogg,  Fewton, 
Victor,  etc  .  ,  etc . , 

In  September  of  1892  he  took  a  journey  into  a  far  coun- 
try, and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

For  the  last  decade  of  his  life  he  was  a  beneficiary  of 
the  Iowa  Ministerial  P.elief  Fund. 
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He  died  of  Bright' s  disease  in  the  St.  Vincent  Hospital 
of  Portlan,  Hovember  9,  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  year, 
eleven  months  and  twenty- six  days. 

Ee  died  among  strangers,  but  the  First  Ohruch  people 
were  good  to  him  so  that  he  died  in  the  midst  of  new  friends. 

During  the  last  decade  of  this  life  he  was  a  oeneficiary 
of  the  Iowa  ministerial  belief  Jund.     It  was  appropriate 
that  it  should  be  so,  for  he  gave  us  forty-five  years  of 
service,  nearly  all  in  pioneer  fields. 

his  salary  was  always  small,  but  he  was  a  thrifty  man, 
and  excepting  for  misfortune  coming  late  in  life  he  would 
have  oeen  comfortaole  in  old  age,  without  outside  aid.  it 
was  pitiful  to  see  his  hard  earned  savings  slip  away  from  him, 
and  that  through  no  fault  or  mismanagement  of  his  own. 

His  misfortune  was  a  double  calamity  to  one  of  his  tem- 
perament and  habits,  for  he  was  frugal  in  the  extreme  and  gave 
strict  attention  to  details.    A  neighbor  declared  that  he 
"counted  the  lumps  of  coal  he  put  on  his  fire.:'    He  could  tell 
you  Ciust  how  many  books  he  had  in  his  library,  and  the  date 
of  each  purchase,  and  how  much  it  cost,  and  what  was  the  pre- 
sent value  of  it . 

Brother  Coleman  had  some  evident  defects.    He  was  too 
frugal;  he  was  too  anxious  about  the  ''rainy  day";  he  gave  too 
much  attention  to  little  things;  but  he  was  a  wholesome 
whole  souled  and  noble  man. 

He  was  cheery  and  chatty,  a  good  neighbor,  a  fair  preach- 
er, a  good  pastor,  and  a  pronounced  Associational  man.  ...e 
gave  much  time  and  care  to  neighboring  churches  and  the  inter- 
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est  of  the  Association,  "both  local  and  general.    He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  all  our  denominational  affairs  throughout 
the  country.    He  was  for  many  years  Scribe  of  the  iiitchell 
Association.    Ee  alway  attended  the  meeting's  of  the  General 
Association,    he  was  quick  to  respond  to  the  demands  for 
denominational  fellowship . 

I  think  he  only  once  attended  a  meeting  of  the  national 
Council,  that  of  1865  at  Boston,  but  he  never  got  done  talk- 
ing about  that  meeting.    He  could  tell  you  all  about  it,  and 
what  Brother  Beecher  said,  and  Budding-ton,  and  Quint,  and 
Sturtevant,  and  all  the  rest. 

Pie  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  our  denominational  mis- 
sions; and  he  remembered  ail  the  causes  himself  and  in  his 
churches  systematically  and  generously.    Every  church  he 
served  had  a  good  missionary  record. 

Though  coming  from  that  heretical  school,  Oberlin,  he 
was  sane  and  sound  in  doctrine,  evangelical  and  mildly  evan- 
gelistic in  his  preaching  and  methods;  so  that  from  time  to 
time  there  were  revivals  and  ingatherings  in  his  parish.  Eis 
churches  grew  numerically,  and  they  were  built  up  solidly  in 
intelligence  and  spiritually. 

In  the  Black  hawk  Purchase,  the  North  Country,  and  in  the 
Sioux  Country,  Brother  Coleman  was  for  years  a  conspicuous 
figure.    Personally  I  hold  him  in  affectionate  remembrance. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  builders  of  the  Commonwealth. 

4 
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Fourteenth  Sketch, 

ROBERT  STUAEE 

Robert  Stuart,  son  01  Joseph  and.  Rebecca  (Bell)  Stuart , 
was  born  in  Kewton,  Y.en  Hampshire,  June  19,  1814. 

He  was  a  student  at  Darmouth  1859  -  42;  graduated  from 
Bangor  Seminary  in  1846;  and  came  directly  to  Iowa,  and  was 
ordained  at  Cascade  in  November  of  1847. 

His  commission  for  Cascade  was  dated  ETovwrnber  first  of 
this  year.  He  followed  2. 3. Turner  in  this  field.  This  was 
his  home  and  parish  for  the  first  five  years  of  his  ministry. 

His  first  published  report  appears  in  May  of  1848  and 
is    as  follows: 

"Externally,  every  thing  appertaining  to  the  church  and 
society  has  a  different  aspect  -  appears  in  a  much  more  fa- 
vorable light  -  than  when  I  commenced.    The  cause  of  temper- 
ance, for  instance,  has  made  great  and  almost  unparalleled 
progress  in  some  places  in  this  vicinity;  yet  we  regret  that 
it  has  been  confined,  too  much,  to  certain  portions  of  my 
field  of  labor.    The  members  of  the  church,  also  seem  to  have 
become  and  are  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to  duty.    The  work 
of  God,  we  trust,  has  already  commenced.     Two  of  three  have 
been  hopefully  converted,  and  though  all  is  still  and  quiet, 
yet  there  is  a  general  state  of  seriousness  pervading  the 
whole  congregation,  with  here  and  there  one  anxious  for  his 
own  salvation. 

One  of  the  cases  of  conversion  alluded  to  is,  perhaps, 
of  such  a  character  as  to  be  worthy  of  particular  notice.  It 
was  that  of  a  young  man,  twenty- six  years  of  age,  who  in  early 
life  had  associated  himself  with  those  who  fearlessly  discard 
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all  experimental  piety  as  a  'hypocritical  farce'.    About  a 
year  since  he  was  taken  dorm  with  the  consumption.    At  the 
time  he  was  taken  sick,  according  to  his  own  report,  he  night 
have  been  looked  upon  as  foremost  in  denouncing  all  experi- 
mental religion  as  a  mere  'humbug'.    And  such  was  the  state 
of  his  feelings  as  to  show  that,  though  he  treated  me  with 
the  greatest  respect,  and  consented  to  my  praying  with  him 
at  my  first  call  upon  him,  he  still  scorned  the  very  idea 
of  a  change  of  heart  -  of  all  experimental  piety.    The  next 
time  I  called  upon  him  he  was  sinking  fast  under  his  dis- 
ease;  consequently  I  urged  upon  him  the  importance  and  duty 
of  his  becoming  immediately  prepared  for  the  great  change 
that  awaited  him.     But  he  confidently  declared  that  he  had 
made  all  the  preparation  that  he  could  make.    After  stating 
that  oeccming  prepared  for  death  was  a  great  work  -  meant 
a  great  deal,  and  showing,  as  near  as  I  could,  what  is  im- 
plied, I  again,  after  praying  with  him,  left  his  as  hard, 
apparently,  as  ever.    At  my  next  call  I  perceived,  from  tlie 
very  intonations  of  his  voice,  that  the  Spirit  had  been  at 
work  with  him.    He  was  under  deep  concern  of  mind;  yet  he 
had  not  been  brought  to  feel  that  his  everlasting  banish- 
ment from  Sod  and  ..eaven,  would  be  just.    But  after  speaking 
.of  the  number  of  sins  committed  during  his  life,  yes.,  during 
each  year,  month,  day,  hour,  and  even  minute  of  his  life; 
while  pointing  out  the  criminality  of  each  sin  as  committed 
against  a  Being  infinite  in  every  perfection,  he  cried  out, 
'I.Iy  condemnation  is  just,'  and  then  burst  forth  in  the  deep- 
est anguish  of  spirit,     'I  am  lost  I     Lostl     0  God,  have  mercy 
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mercy  -  mercy  upon  ray  poor  soul  J  1     This  ory  for  mercy  was 
continued,  as  fast  as  utterance  could,  be  given,  and  in  in- 
tonations of  voice  the  most  affecting.    I.Iy  work  In  direct- 
ing to  the  law  being  done,  I  then  pointed  him  to  a  dying- 
Savior  -  to  a  Savior  able,  willing,  and  ready  to  save  the 
most  criminal  when  they  feel  their  need  of  salvation  -  feel 
their  entire  dependence  upon  him,  and  throw  themselves  un- 
reservedly upon  i.is  atoning  blood.     ?or  some  little  time  he 
continued  inconsolable;  continued  to  cry  for  mercy  under  still 
greater  anguish  of  spirit,  if  possible;  till  at  length  he 
cried  out,   'I  would  give  myself  away  to  Christ.    Pray,  0 
pray  that  I  may  do  it.'     Immediately,  his  cry  for  mercy 
was  changed  to  the  voice  of  praise.    I?rom  that  moment  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  ,ie  gave  the  best  evidence,  that  a 
sick  and  dying  man  could  give,  that  he  had  really  passed  from 
death  unto  life.    He  ever  after  manifested  perfect  resignation 
to  the  divine  will.    His  great  desire  was  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  salvation  of  men.    The  burden  of  his  prayer  was,  that  God 
would  sanctify  his  sickness  and  death  to  the  conversation  of 
those  around  him,  and  to  the  quickening  of  Christians . " 

In  his  next  report   (November  1848)  he  speaks  of  his 
purpose  to  concentrate  his  labors  notwithstanding  the  many 
temptations  to  attempt  to  answer  the  many  calls  for  his 
labors.     Ha  says: 

"We  think  we  can  see  a  steady  and  general  advance  in  our 
external  prospects.     In  looking  over  our  field  of  labor,  it 
appeared  to  us,  that  the  concentrating  the  most  of  my  Sab- 
bath day  efforts  upon  a  single  place,  was  desirable.  Though 
the  spacmodic  efforts,  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of  coun- 
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try,  often  arouse  the  attention  and  accomplish  apparently 
twice  told  as  much  as  the  same  amount  of  effort  expended 
upon  a  single  place,  yet  seeing  such  efforts    resulting  so 
often  here  merely  in  calling  up  the  attention  and  arousing 
the  slumbering,  as  does  the  meteor's  glare,  wh.il©  their 
effects  vanish  as  rapidly  -  it  appeared  to  us  that  our  chief 
dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  the  stated  means  of  grace  - 
regular,  steady,  concentrated,  persevering  efforts.  Accord- 
ingly we  decided  upon  holding  in  the  church  two  services  e- 
very  Sabbath,  with  a  Sabbath  school  during  the  intermission, 
allowing  only  the  evenings  of  each  Sabbath  to  be  improved  in 
holding  meetings  in  the  surrounding  region.     The  results  have 
been,  that  the  Llethodists  and  Baptist  brethren  have  followed 
in  nearly  the  same  course,  and  still  our  attendance,  if  not 
theirs,  is  said  to  be  much  larger  than  previously,  when  there 
was  but  one  meeting  in  the  place.     Some  who  seldom,  if  ever 
darkened  the  doors  of  the  sanctuary,  now  attend,  and  are 
beginning  to  become  constant  in  coming  up  to  the  house  of  God. 

xhe  Sabbath  school  connected  with  our  society,  if  not 
the  one  connected  with' the  Methodist  ,  is  much  larger  than 
the  one  previously  conducted  by  both  societies  united.  "e 
commenced  in  the  spring  with  fifty  scholars,  and  for  the 
most  part  the  interest  in  the  school  has  been  well  sustained. 
We  have  a  number  of  jnion  schools  in  the  neighboring  dis- 
tricts, and  could  have  twice  as  many  more,  could  suitable 
persons  be  obtained  to  conduct  them.     In  one  of  our  Union 
schools,  there  has  ever  been  manifested  the  greatest  inter- 
est.    This  sclaool  is  neld  in  a  place  where  the  parents,  though 
apparently  well  informed  in  other  respects,  were  so  unacquain- 


205 


ted  with  the  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction  as  to  in- 
wuire  particularly  "before  consenting  to  send  their  children 
at  the  opening  of  the  school,  'What  our  charges  were?1     -  ex- 
pecting a  tuition  charge,    These  parents,  since  the  school  com- 
menced, have  "become  very  much  interested.     They  have  not  only 
sent  their  children  regularly,  "but  have  sometimes  come  them- 
selves to  hear  them  recite  and  witness  their  progress.  The 
children,  too,  have  been  so  delighted  with  attending,  that 
no  weather  or  travelling  however  had,  has  presented  an  op- 
posing obstacle.     ITothing  but  absolute  necessity  has  ever 
debarred  them  from  being  on  the  ground  some  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  time,  and  when  thus  prevented  from  attending,  it 
has  always  been  accompanied,  it  is  said,  with  a' long,  long  cry.1 

There  is  a  great  demand  for  meetings,  for  ministerial  la- 
bor.    Including  my  stated  services  on  the  Sabbath,  already 
referred  to,  I  hold,  on  an  average,  till  my  health  failed, 
something  rising  from  six  to  sixteen  miles  in  distance;  still 
this  demand,  with  all  these  meetings,  was  nothing  like  being 
supplied.    And  since  I  have  boen  obliged  to  reduce  the  number 
of  these  appointments,  I  have  frequently,  upon  meeting  persons 
from  different  parts  of  the  surrounding  regions,  received 
salutations  like  these:     '"'hyl    -;;e  thought  you  must  have  been 
away  from  home  since  you  have  not  been  into  our  neighborhood 
for  so  long.    Why  have  you  stopped  leaving  your  appointments? 
Then  are  you  going  to  hold  another  meeting  with  us?    Are  we 
to  be  left?'    Yes,  with  all  that  I  can  do,  many  of  these 
places,  where  respectable  numbers  would  attend,    must  be  left, 
as  far  as  our  denomination  is  concerned.    Thus  truly  the  field 
is  open  -  ripe  for  the  narvest,  but  the  laborers  are  few.'1 
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In  his  next  report   (October  1850)  the  missionary  tells 
of  improved  conditions,  but  speaks  of  the  need  of  more  help- 
ers, especially  in  the  way  of  Christian  families  and  Sunday 
school  workers.    He  writes: 

"Host  of  our  members  are  being  governed  more  and  more  by 
principle,  rather  than  by  feeling,     in  is  is  seen  more  parti- 
cularly in  our  attendance  upon  the  means  of  grace.    Our  meet- 
ings nave  been  much  more  regularly  attended;  much  less  af- 
fected by  the  weather;  much  less  disturbed  by  the  large  gat- 
herings, or  'big  meetings,'  as  they  are  here  called  -  which 
are  frequently  held  on  the  Sabbath  somewhere  in  the  region. 

We  feel  encouraged,  also,  by  having  received  an  addition 
to  our  strength.    A  devoted  family  has  moved  in,  and  already 
we  begin  to  see  and  feel  the  power  they  are  exerting,  ihey 
unite  in  giving  great  stability  to  our  meetings  and  an  impetus 
to  our  Sabbath  school.    Gould  we  have  some  six  or  eight  such 
families  settle  in  at  t:.e  different  places  about  us,  they 
might  exert  an  incalculable  influence  for  good.    They  might 
organize  and  conduct  as  many  different  Sabbath  schools,  in 
which  those  children  and  youth  who  are  now  spending  their 
Sabbaths  in  hunting  and  fishing,  might  be  trained  up  for 
usefulness  and  heaven. 

Ve  have  a  practical  illustration  of  what  can  be  done,  in 
this  respect,  in  the  midst  of  us.     '-.here  is  a  devoted  member, 
living  some  fif.teen  miles  from  meeting,  who ,  by  her  own 
efforts,  has  succeed  d  in  procuring  the  organization  of  a 
Sabbath  school  in  her  own  neighborhood,     i'hat  school  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  visit,     respecting  it  I  feel  safe  in 
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saying,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  schools  that 
ever  I  have  knorm  in  any  part  of  our  country.     It  contains 
from  forty-five  to  fifty  scholars  of  all  ages,  who  are  all 
engaged  not  only  in  their  Sabbath  day  lessons,  but  in  reading 
the  Sabbath  school  library  vrhich  I  have  loaned  them.  She 
other  outposts  where  similar  Sabbath  schools  might  be  organi- 
sed with  goodly  meetings,  are  almost  entirely  left.    My  orm 
health  continues  so  poor  that  it  is  but  seldom  that  I  am  able 
even  to  visit  them.     The  language  heard  in  these  planes  still 
is,   'Then  shall  we  have  the  regular  ministration  of  the  Sab- 
bath?'1' 

In  llovember  of  1851  the  missionary  reports  difficulties 
attending  the  reconstruction  of  the  meeting  house ,  and  the 
pressure  of  the  fields  of  labor  on  every  hand: 

"Soon  after  our  meeting  house  was  taken  to  pieces  for  the 
purpose  of  making  necessary  repairs,  the  high  waters  came  on, 
which  rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary  lumber  in 
order  to  complete  it  during  the  quarter,    ".e  have  consequently 
been  obliged  to  nold  our  meetings  where ever  we  could  find  a 
place.    Under  such  circumstances,  but  little  if  any  progress 
could  be  anticipated.    7e  hope  and  trust,  however,  that  we  have 
done  a  little  more  than  to  hold  our  own.    7e  have  made  a  test 
of  the  strength  of  the  sympathy  of  this  corarninity  towards  us. 
A  loud  call  has  been  made  for  aid  in  rebuilding  our  house  of 
worship;  that  call  has  been  liberally  responded  to,  and 
tliereby  an  influence  has  undoubtedly  gone  out  tnat  will  bind 
more  strongly  this  community  to  us. 

There  is,  moreover,  one  encouraging  feature  that  has 
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manifested  itself  within  our  field  of  labor  during  the  quarter. 
An  interest  has  "been  excited  in  the  subject  of  Sabbath  schools, 
before  unprecedented  in  this  region.     In  places  about  us,  where 
it  was  thought  impossible  to  organize  such  a  school,  they  have 
been  started,  and  appear  to  flourish  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations.     The  course  that  1  have  always  taken  respecting 
these  schools,  has  been  to  carry  and  furnish  small  libraries 
from  the  common  stock  in  Cascade,  and  to  change  those  small 
libraries  as  often  as  they  are  read  through.    But  the  call 
for  books  from  this  source  has  been  so  great  that  our  -Thole 
stock  has  been  almost  completely  expended,  though  that  stock, 
be  additions  recently  made,  amounts  to  something  like  two 
hundred  volumes. 

The  desire  for  preaching  also,  at  our  different  out-sta- 
tions continues  to  increase.    There  seems  to  be  a  demand  for 
more  than  ten  times  the  effort  that  I  am  able  to  make.  It 
would  afford  great  pleasure  to  supply  these  out-stations 
T7ith  preaching  much  more  than  I  am  doing,  but  health  -"ill  not 
permit.     God  has  here  limited  me  in  point  of  labor,  not  by 
the  want  of  opportunities,  but  by  the  want  of  strength. :T 

His  next  and  last  report  from  this  field,  ZTebruary  '52, 
has  in  it  a  decided  note  of  discouragement,    he  writes: 

"Within  the  church  and  within  its  sphere  of  influence,  no 
perceptible  advancement  has  been  made  during  the  quarter.  The 
same  desire  for  ministerial  labor  throughout  this  region,  is 
still  every  where  manifested;  2~ea,  this  desire  is  every  day 
increasing.     The  time,  undoubtedly,  will  soon  come,  when  there 
must  be  another  laborer  in  the  field.    The  temporal  prospects 
of  the  region,  and  of  Cascade  in  particular,  are  brighter  than 
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they  ever  were .    Though  nature  has  made  out  small  log  village 
a  centre  of  influence  to  all  the  surrounding  country,  still 
the  moral  atmosphere  about  the  place  has  ever  "been  such  as  ut- 
terly to  forMd  its  thriving.    A  permanent  influence,  however, 
has  "been  "brought  to  bear,  which  has  served  in  some  measure  as 
a  checli  to  vice,  and  the  results  have  been  manifested.  Cur 
village,  from  a  point  of  some  eight  years'  standing,  or  re- 
trograding rather,  has  apparently  entered  upon  a  new  era.  A- 
mid  the  continuous  struggle  for  occupancy,  we  hope  that  truth 
Will  prevail.    The  dark  shades  that  have  bo  often  and  so 
long  hung  over  our  prospects,  we  hope  will  at  length  clear 
away,  though  we  cannot  expect  It  will  till  many  seasons  of 
trial,  toil,  and  labor,  are  passed  through." 

Principally  on  account  of  his  poor  health,  Mr.  Stuart 
decided  to  go  back  to  -lew  England,  at  least  for  a  season. 
?Ie  was  dismissed  from  Cascade  church  by  a  Council,  for  he 
was  installed,  and  accepted  a  call  to  Strafford,  Vermont,  and 
served  this  church  for  two  years,    .--e  then  was  without  charge 
for  four  years,  residing  at  "orwich;  and  then  for  a  year  was 
pastor  of  the  Taitsfield  church. 

All  along  the  missionary's  heart  was  in  the  west,  and 
now  in  1859,  to  the  west  he  returns,  stopping  on  the  banks  of 
the  I.Iississippi ,  in  sight  of  Iowa,  at  Albany,  Illinois,  and 
this  was  his  field  from  July  of  '59  to  December  of  1860. 
y-rom  this  field  he  reports  in  x-aigust  of  1860  as  follows: 

"The  most  encouraging  feature  in  our  present  condition 
is,  the  increased  interest  manifested  in  our  Sabbath  school. 
A  few  Sabbaths  since,  while  I.Irs.  Stuart  was  urging  upon  her 
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class  in  the  school  the  importance  of  still  increasing  the 
number  of  its  scholars  and  efficiency,  one  member,  a  boy 
about  ten  years  of  age,  exclaimed:     '".Thy,  we  have  now,  al- 
ready, a  two  horse  Sunday  school  with  only  a  one  horse  place.' 
Our  school  has  ranged,  in  the  number  of  attendants,  from  Sab- 
bath tc  Sabbath,  during  the  quarter,  between  seventy-five 
and  ninety.     2he  two  schools,  our's  and  the  Ilethodist ' s ,  em- 
brace among  their  attendants  nearly  all  the  young  in  the  vil- 
lage.   The  two  schools,  unite  in  holding,  each  month,  a  union 
Sabbath  school  concert  and  also  a  union  monthly  meeting  of 
the  teachers  of  both  schools  for  mutual  consultation.  Some- 
what more  than  six  months  since,  a  committee  of  tiro,  one  from 
each  school,  was  appointed  to  visit  together  every  family  in 
the  village  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  all  the  children  into 
the  schools.    At  the  union  meeting  of  the  teachers,  the  teach- 
ers have  been  frequently  urged  tc  engage  individually  in  the 
same  work.    At  the  union  Sabbath  school  concert,  which,  by  the 
way,  have  been  meetings  of  unusual  interest  wilt  the  young 
here,  the  same  thing  has  been  kept  before  the  minds  of  the 
scholars;  and  they  have  been  urged  individually  to  go  out  as 
little  missionaries,  to  bring  into  the  school  all  the  child- 
ren they  can  prevail  upon  to  come.     As  the  result,  on  the 
morning  after  these  concerts,  you  would  see,  if  here,  ooys 
and  girls  perambulating  our  streets  and  lanes,  besieging  all 
the  children  they  could  find,  with  arguments  in  favor  of  at- 
tending the  Sabbath  school.    Under  such  efforts  many  have 
been  prevailed  upon  to  attend  who  never  came  oefore.  Thus 
God  is  increasing  the  many  precious  opportunities  -lis  people 
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here  enjoy  for  doing  good  to  the  young.    And  it  is  to  be 

hoped  that  some  of  the  churches  are  waking  tip,  in  some  measure, 

to  the  work. " 

A  month  later  (September  '60)  there  is  another  report, 
describing  the  storm  which  we  in  Iowa  speak  of  as  She 
Camanche  tornado. 

The  storm  had  spent  its  fury  in  Iowa,  but  did  great  dam- 
age in  Illinois  also.    37h«  report  is  as  follows: 

"The  last  quarter  of  this  year's  labor,  now  to  be  re- 
ported, has  been  one  of  severe  trial,     ihe  fearful  tornado 
that  swept  over  Iowa  and  this  state  on  the  3d  of  June,  laid 
most  of  this  village  in  ruins.    So  effectual  was  its  work  of 
destruction  here,  that  fifty-five  dwellings  were  completely 
demolished  while  those  left  were  all  more  or  less  injured. 
Llany  a  vivid  report  has  been  given  of  the  sad  scene,  but  none 
have  come  up  to  the  dread  reality.     It  could  not  be  otherwise; 
for  the  fearfulness  of  the  reality  beggared  all  powers  of 
description,     i'he  roar  of  the  wind,  The  crash  of  buildings, 
the  clatter  of  the  thousands  of  flying  missiles  and  timbers 
from  broken  buildings,  as  they  struck,  pierced  and  crushed 
the  roof  and  the  sides  of  our  dwellings,  accompanied  by  in- 
termingling shrieks  of  terror,  united  in  filling  vip  a  scene 
of  ruin  and  consternation  which  no  language  could  possibly 
describe,     "o  one  would  form  any  just  conception  of  the 
force  also,  with  which  these  flying  fragments  were  borne  on. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  a  scantling,  or  joist,  2  by 
6  inches,  was  found  broken  off  in  a  tree,  which  it  nad 
pierced  some  eight  or  ten  inches,  by  measure.    As  might  rea- 
sonably be  expected,  where  the  flying  fragments  were  oorne 
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on  with  such  force,  no  wooden  building  could  stand  withis  the 
pathway  of  devastation  without  being  more  or  less  riddled. 
Such  was  indeed  the  fact.    But  still,  amid  all  this  destruc- 
tion, wonderful  as  it  may  appear,  there  were  in  our  place  but 
six  lives  lost,  and  comparatively  few  were  seriously  injured 
either  by  bruises  or  broken  bones.     It  has  gone  tlie  rounds  in 
different  papers  that  no  professing  Christian  was  killed. 
However  this  might  have  been  in  other  places,  here  it  was  not 
true.    Brother  Buck,  a  pillar  in  our  little  church,  one  upon 
whom  both  minister  and  people  were  accustomed  to  lean,  was 
taken.     It  had  long  been  universally  conceded  in  our  place 
that  if  there  were  any  Christians,  he  was  one.    lie  lived 
some  five  hours  after  the  storm  was  ended. 

Among  the  others  that  lost  their  lives,  was  one  who  was 
a  member  of  a  Congregational  church  in  Vermont,  and  who  would 
undoubtedly  have  united  with  us  had  he  lived.    He  lived  some 
twenty  four  hours,  after  the  injuries  were  received,  but  in 
a  state  of  unconsciousness. 

The  effects  of  the  tornado  were  severely  felt  also  by 
the  other  religious  societies  of  the  place.     The  other  two 
houses  of  worship  are  complete  wrecks,  beyond  reparation. 
Ours  was  very  much  injured.    A  part  of  the  amount  necessary 
for  this  purpose  has  already  been  raised  and  expended,  so 
that  we  are  able  to  meet  in  it. 

As  to  the  prospects  for  the  coming  year  with  this  people, 
all  is  dark;   I  see  not  how  I  can  either  remain  with  them  or 
leave.    Past  subscriptions  for  my  support  and  those  for  the 
year  to  come,  I  see  not  how  they  can  be  met,  for  a  long  time 
yet.     The  members  of  the  church  subscribed  for  my  support,  the 
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all  they  were  actually  north;  that  is,  those  that  were  worth 
$100  subscribed  from   ,:10  to  ,,'50.     3?n©y  have  done  all  they 
could  towards  liquidating  their  last  year's  subscription;  but 
at  present  they  are  completely  crippled.    All  that  they  will 
be  able  to  raise  for    some  time  to  come,  will  oe  absorbed  in 
repairs  upon  their  own  dwellings. 

If  the  means  of  grace  are  enjoyed  in  this  place  for  the 
coming  year,  it  must  be  through  the  continued  liberality  of 
your  Society.  ' 

In  January  of  '61  we  find  Mr.  Stuart  on  the  Iowa  side  of 
the  river,  and  only  a  few  miles  from  the  center  of  the  state, 
commissioned  fro  Butlerville  and  Green  Mountain.    A  later 
commission  reads  "for  Indiantown  and  Green  Mountain; "  and  la- 
ter still,  "Orford  and  Green  Mountain;"  and  still  later  "Mon- 
tour and  Green  Mountain; "  though  all  the  time  the  missionary 
did  not  change  his  residence.     3utlerville,  Indiantown,  Orford 
and  Montour  are  one  and  the  same  church. 

In  March  of  1863  appears  from  Butlerville  the  following 
report : 

"The  amount  fixed  upon  for  each  of  my  churches  to  try  to 
raise,  was  twenty  dollars.    There  was  subscribed  to  be  paid 
in  to  me,  for  the  Society,  during  the  fall  and  winter  -  in  a- 
ny  thing  that  I  could  use  in  my  family  -  a  little  over  twelve 
dollars,  at  Greon  Mountain,  and  eleven,  here.     Some  were  ab- 
sent, at  both  places,  when  the  subject  was  presented,  and  it 
was  thought  that  somethin;;  more  could  be  obtained  upon  our 
papers,  by  seeing  the  absent  ones  at  their  houses.     It  was 


214 

then  promised,  that  if  each  of  the  churches  would  run  up  their 
subscription  to  fifteen  dollars,  I  would  make  it  up  to  twenty  - 
the  sums  raised  "by  each  of  these  churches  for  the  Society,  last 
year.     I  have  "been  waiting  ever  since,  for  the  appointed  indi- 
vidual to  visit  these  absent  members,  but  it  has  not  been  done 
as  yet.     Each  week,  I  have  designed  to  do  it  myself  on  the 
next,  but  other  calls  have  thus  far  prevented.     I  hope  to  be 
able  to  do  it  before  the  time  of  my  next  report .    The  amount 
for  each  church  I  will  raise  to  fifteen  dollars  and  would 
gladly  to  twenty,  could  I  see  any  way  of  retrenching  so  as  to 
spare  it  from  ny  salary.     Should  any  more  be  raised  from  the 
absent  ones  when  visited,  I  will  report  it  in  my  next,  al- 
though the  above  sums,  subscribed  by  these  churches,  are  lar- 
ger, according  to  their  abilities,  than  those  contributed  by 
most  of  our  churches,  either  3ast  or  'Test,  still  I  urge  our 
mailing  up  the  amounts,  feeling  that  all  our  young  and  feeble 
churches  ought  to  be  trained,  from  the  first,  to  do  and  give 
bountifully,  as  well  as  to  receive. 

During  the  quarter  here  reported,  the  interest  in  our 
Sabbath  schools,  especially  in  the  one  in  this  place,  has 
been  deepening.     I  have  canvassed  Marion  Township  -  in  which 
C-reen  Mountain  village ,  or  rather  street ,  is  situated  -  and 
the  results,  I  think,  will  show  it  to  be  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
the  banner  town  of  the  State  as  far  as  attendance  upon  public 
worship  is  concerned. 

The  labor  of  thus  canvassing  a  township  is  considerable; 
but  still  it  appears  to  me  to  pay  well,  by  the  knowledge  it 
gives  one  of  the  state  of  the  community  in  which  he  labors. 
In  many  of  the  fields  in  wnich  your  missionaries  labor,  it 
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could  not  perhaps  well  bo  done;  but  where  it  can  be,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  do  it  once  a  year,  and  embody  the  results  in 
one  of  the  quarterly  reports?    statistics,  I  know,  are  dry 
and  unreadable;  out  still  they  present  the  best  bird's-eye 
view  that  can  be  given  of  the  real  state  of  things  in  the  com- 
munity.   "Tiere  such  views  are  yearly  given,  they  point  out 
clearly  the  changes  constantly  taking  place,  whether  for  the 
better  or  the  worse.    ?hey  bring  to  light,  also,  destitute 
neighborhoods ,  and  open  the  way  for  seeking  their  moral  improve- 
ment . " 

Again  in  October  of  ' G5  the  missionary  reports  from 
Butlerville  as  follows: 

"During  the  present  quarter  there  has  been  made  in  this 
field  quite  an  advance  in  some  particulars.     Our  Sabbath  con- 
gregation and  the  attendance  upon  the  Sabbath  school  have 
been  considerably  increased,  averging    each  some  ten  or  fif- 
teen more  than  ever  before.     It  really  does  one  good  to  see 
the  house  thoroughly  filled,  and  tnen,  also,  to  see  nearly 
all  remaining  after  the  morning  service,  to  attend  the  Sab- 
bath school,  and  the  places  of  the  few  that  leave  immediately 
filled  by  the  small  children  that  then  come  in  from  the  vil- 
lage.   The  attendance  upon  our  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  and 
upon  the  Sunday  school  are  consequently  about  the  same,  vary- 
ing from  ninety  to  a  Hundred.    The  Sunday  school  I  have  al- 
ways viewed  as  one  of  the  leading  instrumentalities,  appoint- 
ed of  Jod,  and  as  such,  1  nave  always  devoted  to  it  all  the 
attention  1  could,  consistently  with  other  calls;  not  only 
meeting  it  cn  every  Sabbath,  but  now  and  then  devoting  the 
regular  services  of  Saobath  morning  to  the  children  and  tc 
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the  Sabbath  school  cause.    And  here  I  should  say  that  the  Ep- 
iscopal Lethodists  unite  with,  us  in  conducting  and  keeping  up 
an  interest  in  the  school,  which,  "by  the  way,  is  the  only 
school  in  town. 

An  interest  in  the  cause  of  Temperance  has  been  awakened 
here.     In  one  of  my  reports,  I  alluded  to  systematice  efforts 
put  forth  in  training  up  this  people  to  the  habits  of  drink- 
ing, usins  'Lager  3ier'  as  the  first  stepping  stone.     So  suc- 
cessful were  "chose  engaged  in  this  work,  that  there  v/as  scar- 
cely a  boy  six  years  of  age  but  could  step  up  to  the  counter 
and  take  his  glass  containing  more  or  less  of  blue  ruin.  the 
subject  of  temperance  was  often  broached  and  efforts  in  the 
cause  urged;  but  all  the  friends  with  one  solitary  exception, 
had  become  discouraged,  saying  it  v;as  of  no  use  to  appoint 
even  a  temperance  meeting, as  none  would  attend,  and  it  would 
only  call  forth  greater  and  more  open  opposition.     In  Larch 
I  delivered  two  lyceum  lectures  upon  'The  History  of  Intoxi- 
cating Drinks; 1  in  which  I  dwelt  freely  upon  the  transmigra- 
tions through  which  they  have  been  accumstomed  to  pass  in 
the  different  ages,  by  way  of  adulterations  and  counterfeits, 
many  of  which  were  and  are  fearfully  poisonous.    Being  'lyceum 
lectures'  many  were  induced  to  attend.    As  the  result,  a  pledge 
was  drawn  up,  based  upon  the  principle  of  total  abstinence 
from  all  that  can  intoxicate,  including  specifically  lager 
Bier.    Wei  have  held  temperance  meetings  as  many  as  one  a  week 
up  to  the  beginning  of  this  month,  and  have  procured  some- 
thing rising  1'SO  subscribers  to  the  pledge.     T'.'e  are  in  hopes 
of  soon  being  able  so  far  to  abate  the  evil,  that  the  way 
thereby  may  be  prepared  for  laying  the  foundation  for  some- 
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tiling  better." 

The  next  communication  (May  '66)  is  from  Orford,  and 
reports  a  revival  at  G-reen  Mountain,  as  follows: 

"On  the  second  Sabbath  in  January  we  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference,  at  Green  Mountain,  on 
each  afternoon,  at  a  private  house,  and  one  for  preaching,  each 
evening,  at  the  school  house.    These  meetings  we  kept  up  for 
four  weeks,  with  the  most  cheering  results.     The  Spirit  of 
God  moved  more  or  less  upon  all  who  lived  within  the  region. 
Within  the  limits  occupied  by  those  who  habitually  attend 
our  meetings,  but  one  solitary  family,  in  which  there  were 
impenitent  persons,  was  passed  unblessed,  and  that  family 
did  not  attend,  or  were  2-:ept  away  from  the  meetings  in  part 
by  sickness.     Of  those  families  thus  visited  and  moved  upon 
by  the  Spirit,  there  are  not  ten  persons,  over  ten  years  of 
age  who  are  not  now  either  deeply  anxious  or  are  indulging 
hope  in  God's  pardoning  mercy.    The  work  extended  to  those 
of  other  families  also,  living  without  these  limits,  lead- 
ing some,  as  we  humbly  trust,  to  submit  to  Christ.  From 
thirty-five  to  forty  hope  that  they  have  given  up  the  op- 
position of  their  hearts,  and  have  submitted  to  God.  These 
are  all,  apparently,  fulfilling  the  requisitions  of .  diciple- 
ship  to  Christ,  are  tailing  up  their  cross,  and  are  follow- 
ing him. 

In  this  field,  also,  there  are,  and  there  have  been, 
for  months  back,  indications  for  good.     Though  the  members 
of  the  church  have  been,  and  are,  in  too  great  a  measure, 
apparently  asleep,  still,  there  are  quite  a  number  whose 
minds  are  tender.     Wanderers  have  been  reclaimed,  our  pray- 
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er  and  conference  meetings  have  "become  crowded  with  the  young, 
while  one  or  two  out  of  Christ  have  "been  led,  as  we  trust,  to 
submit  unto  hin." 

Beginning  with  July  of  '60  Mr.  Stuart's  commission  is  for 
Green  fountain  alone . 

In  his  report  (December  !68)  he  tells  of  the  change,  the 
reason  for  it  being  the  prosperity  of  the  two  fields.  Montour 
under  Professor  Bull en  is  ready  to  assume  self-support;  and 
Green  Mountain,  though  houseless,  is  expecting  soon  to  come  to 
the  same  position  of  independence.    The  report  is  as  follov/s: 

"At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  circumstances  seemed  ab- 
solutely to  demand  that  my  two  fields  of  labor  should  be  se- 
parated -  that  each  should  have  the  entire  services  of  one  man. 
In  my  other  field  (Green  Mountain)  this  demand  was  seen  in  the 
fact  that  our  denomination  had  absorbed  so  much  of  the  reli- 
gious element  of  the  community,  that  the  last  of  the  other 
denominations,  previously  meeting  with  us  in  our  Sabbath  wor- 
ship had  disbanded,  and  had  thus  surrendered  the  field  entire- 
ly to  lis,  so  that  there  was  no  other  Christian  denomination 
holding  meetings  -within  less  than  three  miles  on  the  south 
and  west ,  and  none  less  than  five  and  eight  miles  on  the  east 
and  north.    The  region  thus  surrendered  to  our  care,  already 
contains  from  six  to  eight  hundred  inhabitants,  with  a  cons- 
tant influx  from  immigration,    lour  -igent  was,  therefore,  re- 
quested to  send  a  man  to  this  field,  as  soon  as  he  conven» 
iently  could.     Le  accordingly  sent  Hev.  H.  1.  Jullen  of  Du- 
rant,  who  is  now  laboring  with  the  church  under  favorable 
ausuioes. 
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In  view  of  the  pressing  calls  upon  your  Society,  and  the 
greatness  of  the  work  before  you,  the  church  here,  though  weak, 
assumed  the  entire  support  of  Mr,  Bullen.     It  may  perhaps  have 
thus  attempted  to  go  alone  too  soon,  but  there  certainly  can 
be  no  harm  in  trying;  and  then  no  weak  church  will  ever  be 
able  to  go  alone  till  it  tries,  and  gains  strength  to  do  it, 
by  trying.    To  the  American  home  Missionary  Society  the  church 
would  acknowledge  its  obligations  for  what  it  has  received; 
for  all  that  the  church  is  or  ever  hopes  to  be,  it  owes  to 
that  Society;  and  I  think  I  can  pledge  that  this  church  will 
avoid  the  way  pursued  by  too  many  a  wayward  child  -  'to  for- 
get the  maternal  hand  as  soon  as  it  can  go  alone.'     I  trust 
this  church  will  not  forget  the  subject  of  Home  Missions,  from 
year  to  year,  but  will  as  freely  give,  as  it  has  received; 
and  thus  help  to  do  for  other  feeble  churches  what  your  So- 
ciety has  done  for  it. 

TThile  the  external  prospects  of  the  church  at  Green  Moun- 
tain, my  other  field  of  labor,  were  never  fairer  or  more  en- 
courageing,  than  now,  there  has  been  a  retrograde  movement 
in  respect  to  the  deep  interest,  felt  by  many  out  of  the 
church,  in  the  subject  of  personal  religion. 

One  cause  of  this  has  been  the  want  of  a  comfortable  house 
in  which  to  hold  our  meetings,  during  the  inclement  weather 
of  last  winter.    The  schoolhouse  in  which  we  were  accustomed 
to  meet,  was  moved,  last  fall,  too  late  to  be  repaired  before 
cold  weather  set  in;  and  was  so  racked,  as  to  afford  but  lit- 
tle protection  against  the  piercing  prairie  winds.    The  results 
were  that  many  of  our  meetings  were  broken  up,  and  that  spring 
found  the  community  in  a  state  of  comparative  insensibility  to 
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divine  tilings*    Seeing  their  absolute  need,  of  a  house  of 
worship,  the  members  of  the  church,  in  early  spring,  took  hold 
of  the  work  of  building  a  house  of  worship  in  earnest.  They 
raised  by  subscription,  to  be  paid  when  their  crops  were  gat- 
hered in,  something  over  ;2,S00,  borrowed  Jl,000,  and  com- 
menced the  work.     They  hope  to  have  the  house  completed  early 
this  fall.    The  house  is  designed  to  seat  comfortably  some- 
thing over  three  hundred,  and  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood 
of  ^4,000.     This  will  be  a  heavy  burden  upon  our  little  con- 
gregation. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  for  which  application  is  now 
to  be  made,  they  design  to  assume  my  whole  support,  as  they 
are  aware  that  it  needs  all  the  resources  the  Societ}?-  can 
command,  in  supplying  the  ever  opening  'regions  beyond.'" 

In  May  of  1869  Mr,  Stuart  reports  a  house  of  worship  at 
C-reen  l.ountain  under  way.    I-Ie  writes: 

"In  looking  back  upon  the  past  few  months'  history  of 
the  Congregational  church  in  this  place,  my  thoughts  have 
fixed  upon  two  topics  of  interest,  viz:     a  consecration  which 
the  members  of  the  church  made  to  the  work  of  3-ocl,  and  the 
divine  blessing  following.    Early  in  the  spring  the  feeling 
became  general  that  we  must  have  a  house  of  worship  and  that 
the  interest  of  Christ's  cause  demanded  it.    This  question  came 
up,  Are  we  now  able  to  build,  and  how  shall  we  raise  the  means, 
in  order  to  commence  the  work  at  once?    ftany  thought  that  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  build  any  more  than  a  temporary 
structure  to  meeti  the  present  demand,  till  the  people  were 
able  to  build  comfortable  houses  for  their  own  families,  in- 
stead of  living  as  many  do  now,  in  temporary  buildings,  with  a 
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single  room  and  bed-room,  to  be  used  hereafter  as  back  kit- 
chens or  granaries.     The  question  was,  whether  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  the  interests  of  the  church  demanded  that  a  good 
and  permanent  house  of  worship  should  at  once  be  attempted. 
The  decision  was,  that  there  was  such  demand  that  God's 
cause  and  house  should  be  first,  though  many  families  might 
be  obliged  thereby  to  put  up,  for  years  longer,  with  their 
temporary  dwellings.    A  subscription  paper  was  started,  and 
between  twenty- three  and  twenty-four  hundred  dollars,  one  man, 
living  in  a  temporary  house,  subscribing  three  hundred  dollars. 
As  there  was  no  ready  money  among  the  people,  the  subscribers 
pledged  ten  per  cent,  interest  upon  their  subscriptions  till 
they  were  paid;  and  their  private  property  was  pledged  as 
security,  so  that  the  Building  committee  might  hire  money  f 
from  the  banks  and  other  sources.     By  this  consecration, 
not  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  this  people,  but  of  their  very 
living,  the  work  has  gone  on,  and  our  house  of  worship  is 
nearly  ready  for  dedication.     It  will  conveniently  seat  four 
hundred  people,  and  will  cost  over  „;4,000,  besides  what  has 
been  done  as  a  free-will  offering,  amounting  to  |3QQ  or  $400 
more . 

If  we  now  turn  to  the  divine  blessing  following  this 
consecration  to  Christ's  work,  we  find  he  has  more  than  ful- 
filled his  richest  promise.    She  labors  of  this  people  have 
benn  signally  blessed.    Their  labors  upon  their  farms  have 
bean  crowned  with  crops,  the  like  of  which  has  never  been 
known  in  this  region,  if  in  any  other.    And  then  rich  spi- 
ritual mercies  have  been  poured  out  upon  it,  in  rich  abund- 
ance.   The  members  of  the  church,  in  the  fall,  looked  forward 
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to  the  completion  of  our  house,  when  we  should  have  a  place- 
that  would  comfortably  accomodate  our  congregation,  and  some 
laborer  from  abroad  could  be  invited  to  labor  with  us  in  con- 
tinuous efforts;  but  God  did  not  wait  for  that .    She  work  of 
grace,  in  awakening  and  convert-souls,  commenced  on  the  last 
week  of  December,  before  any  special  effort  was  put  forth,  and 
has  been  continued  up  to  the  'present  time.    More  than  forty 
have  already,  as  we  trust,  submitted  to  Ohrist,  and  others  are 
more  or  less  awakened.    The  work  thus  far  has  been  marked  by 
the  absence  of  every  thing  that  even  looked  excitement.  All 
that  was  manifested,  in  our  packed  congregations,  evening  a- 
fter  evening,  was  the  downcast  eye,  the  falling  tear,  and  a 
stillness  that  might  almost  De  felt,  while  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  were  urged  upon  the  heart  and  the  conscience.  ' 
This  was  Mr.  Stuart's  last  report: 

He  continued  in  the  pastorate  at  Green  L'ountain  until  the 
year  1870,  filling  out  a  pastorate  of  nine  years,    he  contin- 
ued to  reside  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  witlioux  charge, 
until  within  a  few  months  of  his  death. 

?or  these  last  few  months  he  lived  with  his  daughter, 
krs.  'J.J.  IToll,  of  Grundy  Oenter  (now  of  Grinnell).  Jere 
he  died  of  cancer  of  trie  bowels,  ame  27,  1894. 

r.r.  Stuart's  working  days  in  the  ministry  were  comparat- 
tively  few.    He  came  late  into  the  work,  retiring  comparative- 
ly early,  at  the  age  of  fifty- six,  making  only  twenty- three 
years  from  ordination  to  retirement,  and  he  lost  four  years 
out  of  the  twenty-three . 

His  residence  in  lowa  covered  a  period  of  twenty- eight 
years,  fourteen  of  these  years  being  in  home  missionary  service. 
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He  was  a  plain,  humble  man,  of  moderate  abilities  and 
attainments,  but  he  did  his  work  faithfully  and  well;  indeed, 
he  gave  us  splendid  service.    He  built  well  on  the  foundations 
of  Brother  Turner  at  Cascade.    He  left  lasting  monuments  of 
his  labors  at  G-reen  fountain,  and  in  the  Butlerville-Indian- 
town-Orf ord-I.Iontour  field  in  the  shape  of  the  two  houses  of 
worship,  which  still  stand  as  his  memorials. 

An  in  these  two  fields  he  did  a  work  of  spiritual  build- 
ing that  still  abides. 

Being  a  builder  of  churches,  he  tco  was  a  builder  of 
the  Commonwealth. 
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Fifteenth  Sketch, 

JOIN  TESL3Y  WHTDSOE 
John  ""esley,  the  second  son  of  Jacob  '.Test  lake  Windsor, 
and  Elizabeth  Head,  was  born  in  Portsea,  England,  September 
1,  1802. 

Eis  father's  ancestors  were  residents  of  East  Mously, 
a  suburb  of  Windsor,  one  of  the  seats  of  royalty. 

Eis  father,  a  local  Methodist  preacher,  died  in  1811, 
when  John   "esley  v/as  nine  years  of  age. 

The  boy  grew  up  by  the  ocean  side,  and  year  by  year  the 
fascination  of  the  sea  grew  upon  him. 

At  the  age  of  eleven,  with  his  mother's  consent,  he 
reached  the  height  of  his  boyish  ambition  in  the  position  of 
midshipman  on  board  the  English  sloop  of  war,  the  Cyane. 

This  sloop  of  war  was  not  out  on  dress  parade.  Jhe 
young  midshipman  had  several  tastes  of  gun  powder.     In  one 
engagement  a  shot  from  the  enemy  hilled  a  comrade  and  strik- 
ing a  timber  near  him,  sent  splinters  into  both  of  his  legs, 
scars  of  the  wonds  thus  inflicted  staying  by  him  all  his  life. 
In  his  diary,  under  date  of  February  1815,  ne  writes: 

"While  in  company  with  the  levant,  off  the  island  of 
Ae&eria,  we  sighted  a  large  vessel  on  the  weather  quarter,  and 
soon  discovered  it  to  be  t:ie  American  s.-ip-of-war  Constitution, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Stewart,    -ifter  an  action  with  her  of 
over  an  hour,  by  moonlig.it,  our  snip,  then  in  a  shattered 
condition,  surrendered;  and  the  levant,  having  fired  a  broad- 
side struck  her  colors,     ^his  was  my  first  introduction  to 
the  American  'flag  and  people. 4 " 

The  prisoners  of  both  vessels  were  received  on  board  the 
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confined  to  their  cabins,  but  this  young  midshipman,  not 
fourteen  years  of  age,  had  free  access  to  any  part  of  the 
ship.    He  soon  found  a  boy  a  little  older  than  himself  who 
had  been  a  schoolmate  in  England,  and  had  entered  the  Ame- 
rican service,  and  was  then  on  board  the  Constitution. 

As  a  prisoner,  he  was  landed  at  Brazil;  then  was  sent 
to  the  Bermudas;  and  was  at  length  returned  to  the  English 
navy;  and  later  was  discharged  and  reached  home  after  a 
space  of  three  years. 

Later  he  spent  some  time  in  the  Shetland  Islands;  and 
then  was  attached  to  a  business  house  of  an  uncle  in  harve 
France.     IThere  he  learned  the  "rench  language,  and  was  a 
general  interpreter  in  the  establishment. 

After  about  two  years  of  service  here  he  determined  to 
come  to  America. 

Knowing  that  both  his  uncle  and  his  mother  would  object, 
he  boarded  a  ITew  York  vessel  secretly,  and  hid  himself  until 
well  out  at  sea. 

The  captain  was  very  angry  when  the  boy  made  himself 
known,  and  threatened  to  throw  him  over-board,  but  the  boy 
told  a  straight  story,  paid  his  passage,  and  won  over  the 
captain  to  .:is  side,  and  in  due  time  landed  in  ITew  York, 

By  strange  good  fortuen,  before  he  left  the  dock,  he 
fell  in  with  a  former  inhabitant  of  rortsea  -  a  Mr*  kcCreary, 
and  was  taken  by  him  to  his  home  and  given  a  job  in  his 
"family  Grocery  Store." 

^ithin  two  or  three  days  another  strange  thing  happen- 
ed to  the  lad."    A  middle  aged  Quaker  entered  the  store,  and, 
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after  Speaking  to  Mr.  LIcCreary,  sauntered  up  to  the  counter 
-There  this  stranger  "boy  was  standing.    Catching  his  eye  he 
said,  'Thy  name  is  7indsor?'     Then  answering  his  own  question, 
'Yes;  John  Lesley  Windsor.'     Filled  with  astonishment  that 
any  one  should  know  him,  he  replied,     'Yes  sir,  that  is 
my  name.1     'And  thy  father  was  Jacob  Testlake  Windsor,  he 
is  dead;  but  thy  mother  Elizabeth,  does  she  knew  of  thy 
coming?'     Conscience  was  busy  at  work,  and  the  boy  stood 
speechless,  too  astonished  to  reply.     'Does  thee  know  thy 
aunt  Elizabeth,  they  father's  sister?'     He  replied  that  he 
had  a  faint  recollection  of  seeing  her  once.    Then,  hand- 
ing him  a  card  on  which  was  written  'William  Haynes,  Dry 
Goods  Merchant,1  the  Quaker,  smiling,  said:     'Come  and 
see  her  tomorrow. '     The  next  day  found  this  young  stranger 
in  the  arms  and  home  of  his  Aunt  Elizabeth,  who,  as  she 
gazed  at  him  exclaimed:     'Yes,   'tis  Jacob's  facei  'Tis 
Jacob's  face!     'An  explanation  followed  in  whieh  it  was 
found  that  this  aunt  and  uncle  had  removed  from  London  to 
I" err  York  some  months  before,  and  in  reply  to  the  question, 
'How  did  you  know  I  was  here,'  said:     'An  old  friend  from 
Port sea  who  came  over  in  the  vessel  with  you  told  us  of 
your  manner  of  leaving  France,  and  where  you  now  ware.1 

It  was  by  the  kind  persuasion  of  this  Christian  aunt 
that  he  was  led  to  attend  the  religious  services  of  Rev. 
C-eorge  Summerfield,  who  had  recently  come  to  America  and 
was  preaching  with  great  effect  at  the  John  Street  Metho- 
dist church.    This  uncle  and  aunt  were  members  of  this 
church,  though  the  uncle  had  in  previous  years  been  connect- 
ed with  the  society  of  Friends." 
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Attending  upon  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Summerf ield ,  I.:r. 
Windsor  is  led  to  make  a  profession  of  religion  early  in 
the  year  1821,  and  he  also  united  with  the  John  Street  I.Iet- 
hodist  Church." 

Everything  went  well  with  the  young  nan  in  the  Ndw 
TJorld,  but  he  could  not  forget  his  mother;  and  learning  that 
she  was  seriously  ill,  he  hastened  home. 

He  found  her  comparatively  well,  but  he  resolved  not  to 
leave  her  again  as  long  as  she  lived.    At  Perersf ield  '"2iere 
his  mother  then  resided,  he  united  with  the  Independent 
Church,  and  studied  theology  with  his  pastor,  the  riev.  Jos- 
eph Greenwood.    lie  began  regular  ministrations  as  a  lay 
preacher  in  1035. 

February  27,  1827,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  was 
married  to  May  Anne  ilill  of  pet ersf ield,  a  young  woman  of 
piety  and  culture,  and  of  the  stuff  of  which  martyrs  are  made. 

Prom  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  first  became  a  Chris- 
tian, it  was  his  cherished  desire  and  purpose  to  be  a  home 
missionary  in  ximerica. 

At  length  the  opportunity  came.    Larch  4,  1844,  he 
sailed  with  his  family  for  the  United  States,  making  "Oubuque 
his  destination,     "hey  had  a  prosperous  journey  across  the 
sea;  landed  in  Hew  York;  traveled  by  train  to  .-Buffalo;  by 
the  lakes  to  Hilwaul.ee;  and  by  private  conveyance  across 
the  state  of  Wisconsin. 

In  April  of  1844  Llr.  Windsor  writes: 

"After  introducing  ourselves  to  P.ev.  J .C .Holbrook, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Dubuque,  and  remaining 
a  short  time  in  the  town,  we  moved  into  the  country  twenty 
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miles  nest.     I  here  purchased  a  claim  of  360  acres  on  the 
I.Iineral  Reserve.    A  few  acres  had  been  broken  and  cultivated. 
The  house,  a  log  cabin,  was  situated  just  at  the  edge  of  a 
dense  timber  on  the  bank  of  the  Forth  ?ork  of  the  Little 
Laquoketa.    This  log  cabin  consisted  of  two  rooms,  with  a 
broad  opening  in  the  centre.     One  of  these  had  been  used  as 
a  living  room,  and  had  a  puncheon  floor.     It  was  open  to  the 
roof  except  on  one  side ,  where    a  few  boards  were  laid  loose- 
ly down  upon  the  beams.    This  had  been  used  as  a  sleeping 
place,  and  was  reached  from  below  by  a  rude  ladder,  placed 
in  a  corner. 

The  room  at  the  west  end  had  been  used  by  the  former 
occupant  as  a  stable.    It  had  no  floor,  was  opened  and  ex- 
posed, and  would  require  time  and  labor  to  make  it  fit  for 
a  dwelling.    To  such  a  place,  from  the  comfort  and  culture 
of  an  English  homo,  I  had  brought  my  family,  which  consisted 
of  my  wife,  her  mother,  I.Irs.  I.Iary  Hill,  then  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  and  five  children,  tT;;o  sons  and  three  daughters. 
As  we  were  nearly  twenty  miles  from  any  market,  our  chief 
dependence  for  support  was  from  a  well  cultivated  garden, 
fish  caught  in  the  stream  that  flowed  past  the  cabin,  and 
what  we  obtained  by  the  rifle  and  shotgun.     Game  being  very 
abundant,  we  were  well  supplied  with  a  variety.     In  the  course 
of  a  few  months  the  log  cabin  presented  a  more  home-like 
appearance.    The  east  end  had  been  repaired  and  was  used  as 
a  sleeping  room,  and  the  west  end  as  a  living  room,  study, 
kitchen,  and  Sunday  school  room.    The  Sunday  school,  during 
my  absence  from  home  at  my  preaching  appointments,  was  con- 
ducted by  my  family,  my  wife  teaching,  and  the  children 
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managing  the  singing." 

Prom  the  beginning  of  his  residence  in  Iowa,  he  held 
services  in  the  neighborhoods  about  as  a  lay  -preacher. 

After  two  years  of  residence  in  the  country,  he  sold 
his  farm,  and  moved  into  Dubuque,  purchasing  seventeen  acres 
in  what  is  now  the  heart  of  the  city,  his  residence  there 
giving  the  name  Tindsor  Avenue  to  one  of  the  beautiful  . 
streets  of  the  town. 

I.Iarch  2,  1845,  LIr.  and  I.Irs,  "indsor  united  with  the 
Dubuque  church.     In  July  of  '46  he  was  chosen  deacon.  In 
1847  three  of  the  children  united  with  the  church. 

October  14  of  1847  I.lr.  "Tindsor  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Iowa  association. 

His  first  commission  from  the  A. H.I.I. 3.  is  dated  Dec- 
ember 1,  of  this  year,  1874. 

LIr.  Heed  puts  this  down  as  the  date  of  the  beginning  of 
his  ministerial  work  in  Iowa;  but  the  real  date  is  1844,  for 
as  soon  as  he  landed  in  Iowa  he  began  to  hold  meetings  as  a 
lay-preacher ;  and  indeed  he  had  been  a  lay  preacher  for 
twenty  years.     In  this  year  1847  he  became  technically  a 
home  missionary  and  from  this  date  devotes  all  his  time  to 
the  regular  work  of  the  ministry.    lie  began  at  Durango. 
But  he  had  no  call  to  Durango.    ?7ord  was  sent  him  that  they 
"did  not  take  any  stock  in  such  things,  but  if  he  wanted 
to  come,  they  would  not  oppose  the  thing." 

"I  found  on  entering  the  school  house,"  says  Mr.  Wind- 
sor,  "that  everything  was  of  the  most  primitive  kind,  it 
was  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  wood,  and  in  size  about 
sixteen  by  twenty-four  feet,  with  a  puncheon  floor,  no  win- 
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dor;,  "but  a  log  cut  out  on  one  side  and  a  board  attached  by 
piece  of  leather.    The  congregation  was  composed  chiefly  of 
women,  a  few  men  of  middle  age,  and  bearing  the  appearance 
in  dress  and  manner  of  frontiersmen.    They  were  all  faith- 
ful listeners,  and  seemed  interested  as  I  set  before  them 
some  of  the  rudiments  of  a  precious  salvation  by  Christ, 
from  Acts  xvi.  31,   'Believe  on  the  lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved.' 

"In  making  myself  acquainted  with  the  people  I  could 
not  find  any  evidence  of  religion  in  any  one  family,  or  tha 
they  had  ever  been  visited  by  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  or 
that  a  sermon  had  ever  been  preached  in  the  neighborhood. 
Gn  inquiring  the  names  of  the  families,  of  which  there  were 
about  twenty,  I  found  that  the  men  were  distinguished  only 
by  their  varied  characteristics.     I  was  advised  to  give  the 
'Pet  Bear'  a  'wide  berth',  as  he  was  'awfully  profane,' 
and  sometimes  it  'was  not  safe  to  tackle  him. '     There  was  a 
band  of  infidels  in  this  neighborhood,  led  by  the  'Cap.' 
These  men  spent  the  Sabbath  in  hunting  and  gambling,  but  I 
was  kindly  received  whenever  I  visited  them,  and  made  ---el- 
come  to  the  best  they  had. 

The  spring  of  1848  found  me  preaching  regularly  at  thi 
place,  IXirango ,  on  Sabbath  morning,  and  at  the  'Creeks' 
several  miles  distant,  in  the  afternoon,  worshipping  in  a 
tavern,  which  was  kindly  offered  by  the  owner. 

I  could  see  by  this  time  a  more  ready  spirit  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  men  at  Durango  to  attend  the  meetings, 
and  I  was  somewhat  encouraged.    Two  sudden  deaths  in  the 
community  at  this  time  produced  a  thoughtfulness  in  many, 
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and  a  spirit  of  attention  under  the  preaching  of  the  "Tord. 
In  consultation  with  3ev.  J .0 .Holbrook  of  Dubuque,  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  hold  e:d;ra  meetings." 

I.:r.  Holbrook  gives  an  account  of  this  meeting  at  Duran- 
go  in  the  Home  Missionary  of  March  1848,  as  follows: 

"For  some  time  past,  one  of  our  deacons  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  holding  meetings  at  Durango,  about  ten  miles  from 
town,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  entirely  destitute  of 
the  means  of  grace;  and  much  interest  was  manifested  by  the 
people.    During  the  summer  I  spent  one  Sabbath  there,  and  as 
no  room  could  be  found  large  enough  to  contain  the  people 
who  assembled  we  hald  meetings  in  the  open  air,  in  'the 
timber,'  where,  for  the  first  time,  that  'forest  sanctuary' 
resounded  with  ohe  voice  of  prayer  and  the  song  of  praise. 
Deep  feeling  was  manifested  on  the  occasion  by  many  indi- 
vidiials.     On  my  return  I  proposed  to  my  church  to  establish 
a  Sabbath  school  there,  and  another  at  a  point  two  miles 
nearer  town,  to  be  sustained  by  such  young  men  of  our  num- 
ber as  'Tould  volunteer  to  act  as  teachers.    The  plan  was 
adopted  and  has  been  eminently  successful. 

At  length  so  much  seriousness  began  to  prevail  at  both 
these  points  that  it  was  thought  best  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.    Accordingly  I  commenced  preaching  at  Durango  on 
Tuesday,  and  continued  to  do  so  each  evening  through  the 
week  and  on  the  following  Sunday,    ihe  Spirit  of  God  was 
with  us;  the  word  was  blessed,  and  at  the  close  of  the  ef- 
fort on  Sabbath  afternoon,  fourteen  had  given  hopeful  evi- 
dence of  conversion,  and  their  names  were  recorded  as  can- 
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di dates  for  membership  in  a  Congregational  church,  to  be 
formed  ere  long.    Hever  shall  I  forget  the  thrilling  scenes 
of  that  eventful  week.    The  place  is  situated  in  a  deep 
valley,  almost  as  secluded  as  those  of  the  Alps,  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  dense  body  of  'timber'  and  contains  not  more 
than  twenty  families,  of  farmers  and  miners.     It  has  been 
by  universal  acknowledgment ,  one  of  the  most  notoriously 
wicked  settlements  in  all  the  land,  with  not  one  consistent 
professor  of  religion.    But  what  a  change  has  come  over  the 
scene i     On  the  Sabbath  afternoon  referred  to,  as  one  after 
another  individual,  who  had  long  been  far  from  God  and 
righteousness,  rose  and  confessed  his  sins,  and  professed 
repentance , and  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  there  was  weeping  all 
over  the  house.    One  old  man,  whose  head  had  grown  gray  in 
irreligion,  was  nearly  overcome  with  feeling,  and  could  only 
utter  the  words,   'I  have  sinned  long  e nought 1  and  sat  down. 
It  reminded  me  of  the  publican.    '.There  were  other  cases  also, 
full  of  peculiar  interest. 

On  Sunday  evening  we  commenced  holding  meetings  at  the 
other  point  referred  to,  two  miles  distant,  out  of  'the  tim- 
ber,1 among  a  people  not  a  whit  behind  those  at  the  other 
place  in  recklessness  of  the  claims  of  God  and  duty.    A  mur- 
der of  th^e  most  cold-blooded  and  aggravated  character  was 
committed  during  the  summer  bui.  a  short  distance  from  where 
our  meetings  were  hel&.     'These  meetings  we  continued  until 
Friday  evening,  at  which  time  six  individuals  had  given 
hopeful  indications  of  sincere  repentance,    host  of  the  con- 
verts at  both  olaces  are  heads  of  families.     It  is  -oro-oosed 


253 

to  unite  "both  in  the  formation  of  a  church,  and  a  house  of 
worship  is  already  talked  of,  to  "be  erected  midway  between 
them.     I  shall  visit  them  as  often  as  possible  ,  and  the  dea- 
con already  referred  to,  who  was  a  lay  preacher  in  England 
for  18  years,  and  has  recently  been  licensed  by  our  iissocia- 
tion,  will  attend  regularly  on  the  Sabbath,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  some  of  the  brethren  of  our  church,  will  sustain 
meetings,  and  Sabbath  Schools  for  the  young,  of  whom  there  is 
a  large  number.     It  is  affecting  to  witness  the  eagerness  of 
the  children  for  instruction,  and  to  obtain  the  books  from 
the  library,  furnished  from  our  church.     One  little  boy  goes 
a  mile,  almost  barefoot,  in  the  coldest  weather,  to  attend. 
One  of  the  hopeful  converst  is  an  Englishman,  of  more  than 
fifty,  who  has  been  in  this  country  many  years,  and  never  has 
before  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  attended  a  place  of  worship. 
He  was  awakened  under  the  first  sermon.    A  woman  also  was 
present  who  said  it  was  the  third  time  she  had  attended  since 
she  had  lived  in  the  place,   (some  ten  years  or  more,)  and 
that  she  never  had  thought  for  five  minutes  at  a  time  serious- 
ly about  her  prospects  for  eternityl" 

Hr.  Windsor  continues  the  story  in  his  next  report: 
"Shortly  after  Brother  holbrook  came  out  from  Dubuque, 
and  spent  near  two  weeks  preaching  every  evening  and  on  the 
Sabbath.    As  a  result  of  these  efforts,  G-od  has  graciously 
pleased  to  bring  many  precious  souls  into  his  fold.     On  the 
17th  of  January,  1848,  Brother  .iolbrook  proceeded  to  form  the 
new  converts,  eighteen  in  number  into  a  church.     She  services 
of  that  day  will  live  in  remembrance  so  long  as  reason  retains 
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its  seat.    There  Trere  father,  mothers,  and  children,  presenting 
themselves  to  0-od,  the  gray-headed  of  sixty,  and  the  young  of 
fourteen,  all  of  them  previously  non-professors,  some  had 
been  avowed  infidels;  all  of  them  a  short  time  "before  totally 
destitute  of  moral  restraint;  some  of  them  notorious  for  vice 
and  profligacy. 

One  of  thos  uniting  that  day  was  a  man  known  in  the 
neighborhood  as  tThe  Pet  Lear."     He  was  one  of  the  aarly 
pioneers  a  real  backwoodsman,  possessing  a  powerful  frame, 
was  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  a  hard  drinker,  and  one  of 
the  most  profane  men  I  ever  knew,  and  a  perfect  slave  to  a 
passionate  temper,  that  not  infrequently  raged  like  a  tor- 
nado.   TCith  him  it  was  a  word  and  a  blow,  often  the  last 
first.    During  the  meetings,  I  turned  out  of  my  way  one 
evening  and  stopped  at  his  cabin  door.     I  said  to  him:-  Te 
are  having  good  meetings  at  the  schoolhouse.     7e  shall  be 
glad  "jo  see  you.  1     'Tithont  giving  him  opportunity  to  reply, 
I  bade  him  good  evening.     (He  attended  the  meeting. )  Early 
the  next  morning,  one  of  the  neighbors  came  to  me  and  said, 
'LIr.  '.Tindson,  I  wish  you  would  go  to  see  the  Set  Bear.  There 
is  something  the  matter  with  him.     r_e  came  home  from  the 
meeting  last  night,  like  a  fury.    He  sat  down  in  a  chair 
before  the  fire,  and  he  has  been  there  all  night.    He  is 
weeping  like  a  child.    As  I  was  passing,  his  wife  came  out 
and  whispered  to  me  to  ask  you  to  come  and  see  him. 1  I 
hastened  to  his  cabin,  and  there  found  him  sitting  with  his 
head  bowed  on  his  hands,  between  his  knees,  and  the  tears 
trickling  down  and  falling  on  tiie  hearth-stone.     I  drew  my 
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ohair  up  to  him  and  asked  him  kindly  to  tell  me  the  cause  of 
his  distress,     .--fter  a  pause  he  looked  up  into  my  face,  and, 
with  a  look  and  emphasis  I  shall  never  forget,  he  said:  'Oh 
Mr.  '.Tindsor,  1  am  the  most  wicked  and  wretched  sinner  in  the 
world,  and  i  don't  know  what  to  do;  can  you  tell  me'r'  I 
spent  nearly  the  whole  day  with  him.    r.e  he  came  calm  and 
listened  like  a  little  child,     in  a  few  days  he  felt  "by  joy- 
ful experience  that  the  blcod  of  oesus  could  cleanse  even 
such  a  desperate  sinner  as  lie  was.    ^.is  wife  told  me  that 
after  l  left  on  \<he  preceding  evening,  she  expected  an  out- 
hurst  of  temper,  "but  instead  of  this,  he  turned  to  her  and 
said,   'TTife,  get  your  things  on,  and  we'll  go  to  meeting.' 
Then  "began  a  perfect  torrent  of  oatht;  against  himself,  oc- 
casionally speaking  to  himself,   'Spew  it  out,  let,  it  is 
the  last  time  J     Cret  rid  of  it,  for  I  mean  to  cut  a  new  set 
of  house  longs'  -  meaning  that  he  intended  to  "begin  a  new 
course  of  life.     Cn  his  way  home,  she  said,  his  oaths  made 
her  tremble;   it  seamed  as  though  he  7/as  possessed  of  seven 
devils.    As  he  reached  his  cabin  door,  he  said:     'There,  wife, 
it  is  all  out.'    And,  with  such  an  expression  as  she  had 
never  he-rd  from  him  before,  he  cried  out,   '0  God  help  me i ' 
He  took  his  seat  before  the  fire,  scarcely  altering  ..is  po- 
sition during  the  whole  night." 

Mir*  Holbrook  makes  further  mention  of  this  remarkable 
event  at  Durango ,  in  his  report  of  c:une  1848  as  follows : 

Dufcing  the  past  quarter  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  or- 
ganizing a  Congregational  church  of  18  members  at  Lurango , 
in  this  vicinity,  as  the  result  of  the  revival  of  which  an 
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sionary.    Since  then  there  have  "been  other  conversions,  and 
there  "ill  be  additions  at  the  first  opportunity,    She  site 
has  been  procured  for  a  house  of  worship,  and  on  of  brick 
is  expected  to  be  erected  this  summer.    Mr.  "'indsor  is  la- 
boring there  now  with  much  acceptance,  and  with  the  Divine 
blessing,    liembers  of  our  church  expect  to  aid  in  sustaining 
the  Sabbath  school  there  and  in  another  place  six  miles  -.vest 
of  here,  and  another  fourteen  south.    Er.  Windsor  will 
doubtless  report  progress  in  this  field  from  time  to  time. 
Br.  I^luery  has  for  some  months  been  laboring  among  the  Ger- 
mans at  xetes  des  I.Iortes,  a    settlement  on  the  Mississippi , 
14  miles  sov.th  of  here,  and  he  expects  soon  to  orgainze  a 
church  there.     She  American  residents  are  also  desirous  of 
having  preaching  in  English,  and  think  a  good  congregation 
can  be  gathered  there.     Br.  Windsor  will  probably  be  able  to 
supply  them  every  alternate  Sabbath.     It  is  expected  that  the 
Americans  and  j-ermans  can  together  erect  a  house  of  worship 
and  occivpy  it  on  alternate  Sabbaths.'' 

Ilr.  7indsor's  second  report  from  Durango  is  published 
in  the  Septemeber  issue  of  the  r.ome  Missionary  for  this  year 
1848,  and  is  as  follows: 

"Since  my  last  report  my  field  of  labor  has  extended  to 
4  stations;  Durango,  She  Creeks,  Sagcville,  and  ^L'etes  des  .  . 
I.Iortes . 

The  church  of  Durango,  and  The  Greeks  present  many  en- 
couraging aspects,  especially  their  steady  growth  and  esta- 
blishment in  faith  and  practice.     Several  hopeful  conversions 
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have  taken  place,  and  we  look  for  further  additions  to  our 
numbers  at  our  next  sacramental  occasion.     "c  have  had  our 
trials  and  difficulties,  "but  it  has  been  a  source  of  devout 
gratitude  to  G-od,  that  they  have  been  from  without;  and  our 
little  band  of  church  members  appear  to  be  knit  together  in 
love.     xheir  advance  in  christian  knowledge  and  experience, 
considering  their  comparative  destitution  of  books  of  a  re- 
ligious character,  other  than  those  I  could  supply  from  my 
own  library,   (which  is  but  scanty,)  would  do  credit  to  old 
established  Christians.    We  are  looking  forward  with  great 
pleasure  the  arrival  of  a  church  library,  which  we  understand 
is  on  the  way,  from  an  esteemed  christian  brother  in  the  r^ast . 

Te  have  felt  the  need  of  a  church  edifice,  having  to 
worship  in  private  houses.    A  successful  effort  has  been  made 
to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  and  out  of  their  poverty  they 
have  contributed  liberally.    "Te  have  collected  about  $280,  and 
have  commenced  a  neat  stone  building  25  by  30,  which  will 
cost    .7).  0;  the  balance  we  expect  to  raise  as  it  is  needed. 
"7e  hope  to  have  it  finished  this  fall. 

Cur  Sunday  schools,  through  the  assistance  of  a  few 
friends  from  -.lr.  holbrook's  church  in  .;ubuque ,  are  consider- 
ably increased,  and  where  a  few  months  ago,  the  delightful 
sound  of  the  Sunday  school  was  unheard  and  unknown,  we  have 
now  four  interesting  and  flourishing  schools.    Hitherto,  the 
church  of  Dubuque  has  supplied  us  with  Sunday  school  books, 
but  such  has  been  our  increase  in  scholars,  and  consequently 
in  a  larger  demand  for  books,  that  we  have  to  apply  to  other 
sources  for  supplies.     Our  prayer  meetings  and  monthly  con- 
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cert  retain  their  lively  interest,     l^or  all  these  things  we 
thank  Sod  and  take  courage. 

But  when  I  look  at  the  claims  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, I  feel  as  though  I  had  hitherto  done  comparatively  not- 
hing -  and  at  times  I  tremble  at  the  responsibility  and 
greatness  of  the  work  as  it  opens  upon  me  on  every  side. 

I  have  had  repeated  applications  from  distant  settle- 
ments to  come  and  preach.  Thus  far  the  Lord  has  been  very 
gracious  I  have  not  been  laid  aside  by  sickness  one  Sabbath. 

Tetes  des  l.lortes,  fourteen  miles  south  of  Dubuque  is  a 
considerable  settlement,  near  the  banks;  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  I  think  ultimately  will  be  a  station  of  importance. 
Ihere  is  a  considerable  number  of  ^ermans  there,  amongst 
whom  brother  ^leury  has  been  laboring  for  some  time  with 
acceptance  and  success.    She  Germans  and  Americans  have 
been  consulting  about  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship. 

On  a  review  of  the  past  sis  months ,  eventful  in  my  own 
history  and  the  neighborhood  where  it  ::as  pleased  the  3-reat 
Head  of  the  Church  to  allow  me  to  labor,  whilst  we  have  not 
been  without  discouragements  and  trials,  there  is  more  to 
cheer,  and  that  calls  for  gratitude  and  earnest  consecration 
of  every  power  to  his  glory.     I  often  return  my  family 
weary,  but  the  more  1  labor,  the  more  I  feel  that  the  only 
thing  really  worth  living  for  is  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
conversion  of  the  world. :t 

Again  in  December  of  1848  Mr,  Windsor  reports: 

"I  have  oeen  frequently  urged  to  visit  and  preach  at 
Hale 1 s  Lill,  a  point  commanding  a  considerable  population, 
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and  only  5  or  5  miles  from  Durango.     This  arrangement  would 
finable  me  to  attend  four  interesting  stations  -  "Durango, 
the  Greeks,  Sageville  and  -.ale's  Hill,  or  Cloy's  Fork  Prai- 
rie.    I  preaoh  at  two  Of  these  each  alternate  Sabbath. 

At  Durango  our  little  church  remains  a  united  band. 
Several  removals  have  taken  array  individuals,  who ,  we  hope, 
have  received  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  who,  had  they 
remained,  would  have  united  with  the  church.     We  have  had  to 
pass  through  considerable  trials  during  the  quarter,  which 
at  one  time  threatened  to  check  our  rising  hopes.     Cur  church 
building  is  progressing;  we  hope  to  see  it  finished  before 
the  cold  weather  sets  in.     It  "ill  be  neat  and  substantial. 

~"e  had  a  very  interesting  grove  meeting  in  June,  ex- 
tending over  Saturday  and  the  Sabbath.    Then  beneath  the 
wide  spreading  oak,  una  the  thick  undergrowth  around,  the 
sun's  rays  were  effectually  excluded,  I  trust  -.ve  enjoyed  the 
presence  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.     It  was  a  season  that 
will  be  long  remembered.     Our  Sabbath  school  and  Bible  class 
are  well  attended  and  encouraging. 

At  Sageville,  the  attendance  on  preaching  is  good,  and 
a  growing  seriousness  amongst  the  people.    The  Sabbath  school 
is  well  attended. 

Hale's  Mill  (or  Cloy's  Pork  Prairie,)  is  an  encouraging 
point.     Our  place  of  meeting  is  a  small  log  cabin.    Irue ,  we 
have  only  part  of  a  roof  to  cover  us,  -  nor  have  we  any 
windows  to  screen  us  from  the  storm.     Te  sometimes  have  many 
more  than  can  possibly  crowd  in,  and  amongst  them  are  some 
who  have  not  attended  preaching  for  7  or  8  years.     There  is 
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some  prospect  of  a  new  school  house  being  erected  in  a  more 
sheltered  spot.    This  is  desirable,  as  our  present  house  is 
on  the  high  open  prairie.    As  yet,  I  have  not  discovered  any 
professor  ox  religion  among  this  people.     It  is  gratifying 
to  witness  their  readiness  to  listen  to  the  truth,  and  ap- 
parent willingness  to  learn. 

•This  section  of  the  State  has  "been  long  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  god  of  this  world.     The  great  mass  have  "been 
slaves  to  Mammon;  darkness,  gross darkness  has  covered  them 
as  with  a  mantle,  and  the  herald  of  the  cross,  if  he  would 
"be  a  successful  laborer,  must  go  out  over  our  wide-spread 
prairies,  from  cabin  to  cabin;  he  must  make  himself  acquain- 
ted with  the  people  -  must  sympathize  with  them,  advise  with 
them,  pray  with  them,  and  thus  secure  their  confidence.  "~e 
cannot  keep  our  country  congregation  together  by  simply 
preaching,  or  attending  prayer  meeting.     In  a  conversation 
with  a  person  sometime  since  on  this  subject,  he  observed, 
"Marty  of  us  came  from  the  Jast;  when  there,  — e  should  have 
thought  it  quite  a  disgrace  not  to  attend  meeting;  but  when 
we  came  on  'Test,  some  years  since,  we  had  no  one  to  preach 
to  us,  and  we  have  been  so  long  accustomed  i.o  this  state  of 
things,  that  we  nave  oecome  quite  indifferent  about  it; 
and  now  7*e  need  to  be  persuaded  and  oftentimes  feel  as 
though  we  conferred  a  favor  when  we  make  a  promise  to  attend. 1 " 

This  was  the  last  report  from  this  Durango  field.  In 
June  of  1849  Mr.  Windsor  is  called  to  Llaquoketa,  then  a  vil- 
lage of  about  three  hundred  inhabitants.     IThe  church  had  been 
organized  under  the  pastorate  of  William  Salter  in  December 
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of  1845,  this  being  the  first  church  organized  by  any  member 
of  the  Iowa  Band. 

Mr*  Salter  was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  by  William 
Keith;  and  now  comes  ?ather  ""indsor. 

Soon  after  taking  this  field  -  September  1CJ ,  1849,  and 
after  having  preached  for  about  twenty-three  years,  Lr. 
Windsor  was  ordained. 

His  first  report  from  this  field,  published  in  Larch  of 
1850  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"Since  my  last  quarter's  report,  1  have  been  laid  on  a 
bed  of  sickness  and  brought  very  I077,  but  have  been  merci- 
fully preserved.    Again  have  I  been  reminded  that  the  Lord 
can  carry  on  his  own  work  without  such  a  worthless  instrument 
as  myself.    May  1  never  forget  t..is  important  lesson. 

In  the  middle  of  September,  my  ordination  took  place  in 
this  town,  it  was  a  solemn  and  impressive  season  "go  my  soul, 
a  time,  when  1  hope,  1  was  enabled  tc  lay  upon  the  altar  of 
sacrifice,  myself,  with  all  I  am  and  have,  and  renewedly 
consecrate  my  every  power  to  the  service  of  $dm  whose  dis- 
tinguishing grace  has  called  and  made  me  what  I  am. 

My  sickness  has  prevented  my  carrying  out  those  plans 
of  pastoral  visitation  in  tne  town  and  neighborhood  which  I 
had  marked  out ,  and  from  -which  i  anticipated  much  pleasure 
yo  myself  and  usefulness  to  the  cnurcj..     .Jut  the  Lord's  ways 
are  inscrutable,  and  thanks  be  to  his  name,  he  causetk  all 
things  to  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  him. 

1  cannot  record  a  great  amount  of  interest,  either  at 
I.Iaquoketa,  or  my  out  stations,  or  increase  to  the  church , 
except  by  letter;  but  I  can  perceive  a  steady  growth  of 
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conformity  in  the  church  members  to  Christ ,  and  the  laws  of 
his  kingdom,    ihere  is  a  waking  up  to  duty,  a  putting  on  of 
strength  in  the  performance  of  it,  which  we  regard  as  indica- 
tions for  good.    Mjf  congregations  are  encouraging,  manifesting 
a  spirit  of  seriousness  and  attention.     Our  school  nouse ,  used 
for  preaching,  is  small  and  uncomfortable,  we  feel  the  want 
of  a  meeting  nouse,  an&  are  asking  an  effort  to  erect  one; 
with  what  measure  of  success  it  will  oe  crowned,  we  are  not 
yet  in  a  position  tc  say.     I  hope  we  shall  raise  the  neces- 
sary lumber  for  a  frame  building,  and  provide  the  workman- 
snip  in  the  place  and  neighborhood.    We  do  not  anticipate 
getting  through  before  the  end  of  next  summer. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  past  quarter,  I  feel  encouraged, 
from  the  belief  that  &©d  is  working  with  us.    Lly  health  in 
a  great  measure  is  restored,  and  with  it  fresh  and  enlarged 
desires  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  him;  his  service  is  free- 
dom, and  in  performing  it  there  is  a  great  reward." 

In  February  of  1851  Mr.    ."indsor  reports  again: 

"I  think  we  are  steadily  gaining  ground.    Cur  congre- 
gations continue  good;  for  some  weeks  past,  there  :.as  been 
manifested  a  growing  seriousness  under  the  preaciing  of  the 
T-ord,  so  as  to  induce  the  nope  that  we  are  about  to  witness 
ti:e  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  as  during  the  past  winter; 
and  we  are  beginning  afresh  to  labor  for  it  and  expect  it. 

Our  village  population  has  nearly  doubled  during  my 
residence  here  of  eighteen  months •      e  are  constantly  seeing 
new  faces  at  public  worship  on  the  oabbath.     I  regret  that 
there  are  so  few  professing  christians  among  them. 
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Our  prayer  meetings  are  often  encouraging,  and  snow  a 
manifest  growth  in  the  spirit  of  the  duty.     Cur  Sabbath  schoo 
Y7i:ich  is  conducted  on  the  Union  plan,  it  has  been  decided  to 
sustain  through  the  winter.    Also  a  meeting  of  the  younger 
lambs  of  trie  flock,  once  a  week  at  my  house*     One  monthly 
concert  is  attended  to,  and  is  felt  to  be  beneficial,  enough 
at  times  interrupted,  as  we  are  not  able  to  claim  the  use  of 
t.ie  school  nouse  at  all  times;  this  will  be  remedied  when 
our  cnurch  edifice  shall  have  been  completed,  an  event 
which  we  nope  to  see  accomplished  by  another  fall. 

Our  Bible  class  is  one  of  the  encouraging  features,  that 
indicate  a  bright  day  beyond;   it  is  attended  by  old  and  young 
professors  and  non-professors.     Often,  as  we  are  examining 
and  discussing  great  Scrijture  truths,  my  heart  goes  out 
to  Crod  for  the  Spirit  to  apply  the  truth  in  which  they  ap- 
parently seem  to  feel  so  much  interest." 

In  the  fall  of  1851  (December  issue)  Mr,  Windsor  reports 
disastrous  floods,  destroying  crops,  and  sweeping  away  brid- 
ges, fences,  lumber,  etc.;  but  he  reports  progress  in  the 
church.    Se  writes: 

"The  floods  this  spring  have  been  more  disastrous  to  o\ir 
community  than  any  thing  has  occurred  since  the  settlement, 
There  are  few  families  but  have  suffered;  and  many  have  lost 
not  only  the  amount  of  their  last  -winter's  work,  in  the 
shape  of  logs  cut  and  hauled  to  the  saw  mills;  but  also  many 
farms  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  streams,  have  been  strip- 
ped of  their  fences,  and  their  crops  for  the  present  year 
utterly  destroyed.     I  think  the  loss  sustained  by  this  imme- 
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diate  neighborhood,  will  nearly  equal  the  whole  amount  re- 
quired to  sustain  the  missionaries  of  your  Society  in  this 
State  for  one  year.    A  portion  of  this  has  fallen  very  heavi- 
ly on  those  who  bear  the  principal  weight  of  sustaining  the 
Gospel  in  this  place.     Some  of  these  are  men  who  have  long 
struggled  with,  poverty  and  the  difficulties  of  a  new  country, 
and  were  just  beginning  to  feel  t hems elves  somewhat  relieved 
from  their  pressing  pecuniary  obligations,  usually  attendant 
on  the  unnatural  and  extravagant  amount  of  interest  demanded 
for  money  in  the    'est.     Some  of  our  farmers  have  had  no  al- 
ternative other  than  the  loss  of  their  farms,  or  to  pay  from 
20  to  50  per  cent,  interest  on  the  entrance  money.     I  am  glad 
to  say  this  state  of  things  is  passing  away. 

Here  is  a  wide  field  of  labor,  and  must  ultimately  be- 
come a  somewhat  prominent  point.     The  mass  has  yet  to  be 
moulded.    She  thought  of  this  region's  being  thrown  open  for 
the  'wild  beast  of  the  wood,  ',o  enter  and  scatter  the  sheep 
and  to  devour  is  distressingly  painful  to  my  mind,  and  I  should 
prefer  to  endure  privations  to  a  much  larger  extent  if  neces- 
sary, rather  than  forsake  the  field. 

At  llaquoketa  my  congregations  continue  good.  Sometimes 
we  see  considerable  attention  and  seriousness  under  the  word. 
We  do  not  always  retain  the  individual  among  us  sufficient 
time  to  trace  its  development.     2his  is  one  evil  to  which  we 
in  ohe  Sest  are  much  exposed;  oftentimes,  removals  take  from 
us  our  best  members;  and  at  other  times  those  of  the  uncon- 
verted who  appear  most  promising.     T7e  hope  and  pray,  as  they 
leave  us,  that  they  may  diffuse  light  in  the  yet  darker  spots 
of  the  West.    Still,  we  have  reason  to  feel  encouraged  -  the 
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Lord  has  not  left  himself  without  witness  among  us.    At  our 
communion  season  in  July,  we  "ere  privileged  to  receive  three 
members  of  one  family  by  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ. 
Their  mother,  two  sisters,  and  their  husbands,  were  connected 
with  the  Church  previously. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three  was  a  memorable  year  at 
I.laquoketa. 

A  church  building  enterprise  was  begun  early  in  the  year 
and  finished  in  October. 

This  was  the  third  edifice  used  by  the  llaquoketa  church. 
The  first  was  a  sod  covered  log  house  of  Dr.  Salter's  day; 
then  a  little  brick  school  house,  used  by  everybody  and  for 
everything;  now  a  real  sanctuary. 

father  Windsor  tells  how  this  church  was  built: 

"A  Congregational  church  had  been  formed  in  the  village, 
but  they  had  no  house  of  worship,  the  place  for  all  reli- 
gious services  being  a  small  brick  school  house  used  in  com- 
mon by  ail  denominations.    But  three  years  of  patient  wait* 
ing  and  preparation  passed  by  before  we  could  undertake  the 
building  of  the  much-needed  church.    With  the  dawn  of  the 
new  year,  1853,  our  building  was  commenced.     *.7e  were  en- 
couraged by  the  promise  of  aid  from  the  Church  Building 
Society,  and  as  we  had  very  little  money  we  felt  it  im- 
portant that  every  one  who  could  should  put  himself  in 
readiness  to  do  whatever  might  fall  to  his  lot.     Our  house 
being  close  to  the  church,  I  was  frequently  called  upon  to 
take  the  hod  and  carry  bricks  and  mortar  to  supply  the  ma- 
sons.   i.Iy  son  '.Villiam  made  the  putty  needed,  and,  with  his 
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eldest  sister,  glazed  all  the  windows.    My  two  sons  did  near- 
ly all  the  painting  required.    All  worked  with  a  will,  and 
October  of  the  same  year  saw  the  church  conrpleted. " 

Looking  hack  from  1897,  'Tilliam  finds or  writes  of  this 
building  (see  Congregational  Iowa,  December  1897).  He  says: 

"The  attention  of  the  writer  has  been  recently  called  to 
the  current  series  of  articles  upon  Old  Time  I.latters. 

Number  ITine  of  this  series  contains  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
church  at  Llaquoketa,  and  its  relation  to  early  Congregation- 
alism in  the  northern  section  particularly.    The  sketch  is 
illustrated  by  two  pictures,  which  represent  the  earliest 
and  the  latest  type  of  church  architecture  -  the  primitive 
log  cabin,  and  the  present  attractive  and  well-appointed 
sanctuary. 

There  is  a  link  that  connects  these. 

Sometime  between  '46  and  '49  -  the  exact  date  I  do  not 
know  -  the  church  graduated  from  the  cabin  to  a  little 
brick  school  house.    This  was  an  improvement  upon  the  log 
structure,  yet  was  not  constructed  with  special  reference 
to  personal  comfort,  certainly  not  to  sleepy  hearers.  The 
seats  were  very  low  and  very  hard,  so  that  the  situation 
was  a  cramped  one.     If  there  be  any  virtue  in  doing  the 
best  with  one's  environment,  those  who  met  to  hear  the  old 
gospel  in  that  severely  plain  building  could  have  scarcely 
failed  to  have  laid  by  no  small  amount  of  it  for  surround- 
ings more  promising. 

At  this  time  the  Rev.  J. Windsor ,  for  thirty  years  a 
home  missionary  in  this  State,  was  pastor  of  the  flock.  It 
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was  under  his  leadership  and  with  a  constant  demand  upon  his 
personal  self-denying  toil,  that  a  "brick  church  was  erected 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  attractive  sanctuary. 

Into  that  building  there  was  a  large  amount  of  personal 
lafeor  put,  possibly  a  larger  percent  of  consecrated  hard  work 
than  of  consecrated  money;  for  the  first  r^as  more  plentiful 
than  the  second  in  those  days.    Ehe  pastor's  family  helped 
in  the  work,  for  'the  people  had  a  mind  to  build.'     Two  of 
his  sons,  --ho  were  home  from  college  on  their  vacation,  were 
worked  in.     They  helped  to  dig  the  foundation,  haul  and  pass 
the  brick  to  the  workmen,  put  in  the  windo"/  lights,  painted 
the  sash,  and  then  with  a  presumption  equalled  only  the  urg- 
ing and  generous  response  of  the  people  they  and  their  two 
oldest  sisters  gave  a  vocal  concert  to  aid  in  putting  some 
furnishings  into  the  house.    And  thus  that  first  brick  san- 
ctuary in  llaquoketa  was  buileded. 

The  writer  has  never  seen  the  commodious  building  that 
stands  upon  the  site  of  that  intermediate  and  modest  house 
of  worship;  doubtless  the  accrediting  presence  of  the  Eoly 
Spirit  has  witnessed  to  the  truth  in  each  and  all  of  these 
sanctuaries  -  yet  sure  he  is  that  no  more  cordial  self-de- 
votement,  and  no  purer  joys  have  welcomed  the  dedication  of 
any  one,  than  crowned  the  work  and  voiced  the  praise  which 
consecrated  that  'missing  link'  to  the  worship  of  the  Lord 
our  Sod." 

This  new  church  building  is  one  of  the  themes  of  fat- 
her Windsor's  next  report,   (February  1654).     He  writes: 

"As  a  church,  it  has  been  to  us  a  season  of  peculiar 
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interest.     Our  hearts  have  felt  filled  with  joy  and  grati- 
tude to  the  great  Head  of  the  church.    He  has  permitted  us 
to  witness  the  dedication  of  our  church  edifice  to  his  wor- 
ship, and,  now,  we  feel  we  are  no  longer  subject  to  the  in- 
trustion  of  any  passer  by  who  may  choose  to  occupy  the  desk 
of  the  village  school  house;  that  we  are  no  longer  subject 
to  the  interruption  of  our  regular  services,  or  exposed  to 
the  inconvenience  and  unpleasantness  of  finding  a  stranger 
(orthodox  or  heterodox)  occupying  the  stand  where  we  expect- 
ed to  conduct  our  regular  worship,  nor  will  our  monthly 
concert  be  any  longer  interrupted. 

One  iiho  has  not  realized  it,  cannot  easily  understand 
the  nature  of  the  change  of  our  minds  have  undergone  in 
passing  from  such  a  state  of  things  to  one  where  we  can  make 
our  ov/n  appointments,  and  enjoy  them  without  interruption. 
77e  thank  God  and  take  courage.    Ths  church  building  is  a 
neat  erection  of  brick,  52  by  50  feet,  surmounted  by  one  of 
I.Ieneely's  fine  toned  bells,  purchased  and  presented  to  us  by 
the  ladies  of  the  place. 

It  had  been  announced  that  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Daven- 
port and  Dubuque  Associations  would  be  held  at  this  place  in 
October  (it  being  central.)    The  knowledge  of  this  fact  ope- 
rated as  a  spell  in  urging  us  to  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing.   rfhe  time  came;  the  weather  was  fine;  the  Sabbath  mor- 
ning broke  upon  us  with  all  the  beauty  of  a  mild  autumnal 
day;  crowds  began  quite  early  to  collect,  and  wagon  after 
wagon  drove  up  and  deposited  its  load.    Some  time  before  the 
hour  appointed  for  service,  each  standing  place  as  well  as 
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every  available  spot  where  a  seat  eould  be  fixed,  was  full. 
It  was  a  happy  day  to  us:    the  thoughts  of  the  past,  the 
scene  before  us,  and  the  hope  of  the  future,  were  almost 
too  much,  and  I  could  scarcely  control  my  feelings.  I 
thought  -  could  those  kind  friends  who  liberally  assist 
in  the  erection  of  churches  in  our  western  borders  have  seen 
and  felt  as  we  then  felt,  they  would  have  understood,  by 
happy  experience,  that  it  is  'more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.1     It  was  a  scene  that  amply  remunerated  us  for  any 
toil,  or  pain,  or  sorrow,  we  had  been  called  to  endure  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work." 

Soon  after  the  deiication  the  church  was  greatly  re- 
freshed by  a  revival.    Dr.  Eolbrook  of  Dubuque  assisted  the 
pastor,    "here  was  an  ingathering  of  twenty-five  to  the 
church  membership,  among  them  one  of  the  daughters  of  the 
pastor.    Che  I.Iaquoketa  Academy  shared  in  the  blessing.  A- 
bout  a  dozen  of  the  students  making  a  profession  of  religion. 

In  his  report  for  October  1854  Mr.  '.indsor  writes  of 
the  incoming  crowd  and  the  need  of  more  ministers: 

"As  I  look  around,  and  see  the  crowds  daily  flocking 
into  the  country,  and  think  that  there  are  no  ministers  of 
_    our  order,  and  only  very  little  preaching  of  any  kind  (and 
in  many  places  around  us  none  at  all) ,  that  the  nearest 
settled  preacher  is  on  the  west  50  miles,  and  on  the  north 
40  miles,  cn  the  east  SO,  on  the  south  40,  on  the  northeast 
21  miles,  that  in  several  parts  of  this  wide  field,  where 
there  is  any  preaching  at  all,  it  is  of  a  most  injurious 
character  -  I  am  led  to  ask  the  serious  question,  -  ''hat 
shall  be  the  ruling  elements  in  this  land?    'That  must  there 
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"be  without  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel?    Said  your  agent, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Heed,  at  the  General  Association  a  few  days 
since,     'Te  could  place  sixty  ministers  to  good  advantage 
in  this  State,  immediately,  if  we  had  them.1     Che  fields 
are  white  unto  the  harvest.    Can  it  "be  that  it  shall  fail 
to  be  gathered  in  for  want  of  la"ooreres,  and  this  fair  por- 
tion of  our  country  "become  a  moral  .vaster,  unwatered  by  the 
life-giving  streams  of  the  Jospel,  and  sending  forth  pesti- 
ferous influences,  to  curse  rather  than  to  "bless?" 

Of  course  Mr.  did  not  confine  himself  to  Llaquoketa.  Fo 
home  missionary  was  permitted  to  have  a  single  field.  'There 
were  eight  outside  stations  to  which  he  ministered  with  a 
good  deal  of  regularity. 

He  tells  of  an  appointment  at  Aaylock's  log  cabin,  with 
its  huge  fireplace  and  other  appointments  of  the  pioneer  home. 
"One  evening,"  he  says,  "I  had  hesitated  about  going  to  meet 
my  appointment,  as  it  was  intensely  cold,  the  theromometer 
marking  thirty  degrees  below  zero,  and  the  snow  quite  deep. 
I  did  go,  however,  and  before  dark,  for  greater  safety.  As 
the  hour  approached  for  the  service,  sleigh,  and  Jumper  and 
sled  drew  up  filled  with  men  and  women. 

Presently  a  neat  looking  woman  came  in  with  an  arm  full 
of  quilts,  and  deliberately  laid  them  down  in  the  vacant 
chimney  corner,  then  went  out  and  brought  in  her  arms  a 
child,  fast  asleep,  and  laid  it  down,  then  a  second  and  a 
third,  covered  them  carefully  up,  and  took  her  seat  near 
them.     It  created  no  stir. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  I  spoke  to  her,  and  asked 
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her  if  she  waa  not  afraid  to  bring  out  her  little  ones  on 
such  an  intensely  cold  night •     '0  sir,1  she  said,   1  you  do 
not  ■mow  how  hungry  my  soul  is  for  preaching  again;  it  is 
four  years  since  I  have  heard  a  sermon,  and  I  could  not  re- 
sist this  ppportunity. '     '"There  do  you  live?'     '.about  four 
miles  east , 1  she  replied.     'Who  brought  you?S     'I  came  alone.' 
'How  did  you  come?'     'In  an  ox  sled.'     'And  who  drove  you, 
madam?'     I  asked.     'I  drove  myself.'     'Have  you  a  husband?1 
'I  have  a  husband,'  she  said  quietly,   'but  he  does  not  care 
for  these  things,  and  I  could  not  leave  the  children  with 
him,  so,  v/hen  they  were  asleep,  and  he  had  gone  to  a  neigh- 
bor's, I  went  out,  yoked  up  the  oxen,  filled  the  sleigh  box 
with  hay,  and  laid  the  children  in  -  they  were  sound  asleep  - 
then  I  asked  G-od  to  take  care  of  us,  and  took  up  the  whip. 
I  had  only  to   vr.iue  the  oxen;  they  came  right  here.'  I 
thought  as  I  looked  at  fcer,     'Here  am  I,  strong  and  able, 
and  I  hesitated  about  comeing  to  meet  such  a  scene  ana.  learn 
such  a-  lesson.     I  shall  never  forget  it.'     I  found  she  was 
a  Christian  mother  from  the  east,  and  had  been  on  the  prai- 
rie four  years,  away  from  almost  all  society." 

Shis  Haquoketa  pastorate  covered  a  period  of  seven 
years. 

In  July  of  1856  Julius  A.  Heed  took  Hr.  Windsor  along 
trith  him  on  a  tour  of  exploration  in  northeastern  Iowa. 
They  spen  a  Sabbath  at  Vernon  Springs  in  Howard  County. 
Ehe  community  as  yet  was  very  small ,  out  the  people  knew 
that  others  were  coming  in,  and  they  wanted  a  church  and 
pastor,  and  invited  llr.  Hindsor  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  them. 
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In  August  he  removed  the  remnant  of  his  family  to  this 
now  field. 

"wo  of  the  daughters  had  married;  the  two  boys  were  in 
the  Theological  Seminary,  and  only  the  youngest  daughter  wa 
at  home  when  the  move  was  made. 

Father  "'indsor's  first  report  from  his  Soward  County 
field  (January  '57)  is  as  follows: 

"TTe  are  reminded  of  the  newness  of  our  settlement  on  a 
sides,  as  we  look  on  the  erections  designed  for  families  to 
winter  in.     In  many  instances  their  construction  is  of  the 
ridest  order,  indicationg  a  scarcity  of  lumber,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  more  saw-mills.     Some  few  families  are  yet  to 
be  found  on  wheels,  sheltered  from  the  cold  blasts  which 
come  to  us  from  off  the  wide  expanse  of  prairie  to  the 
north  and  west,  only  by  the  slender  covering  of  their  wa- 
gons.   A  few  are  in  tents.    Others  have  raised  sod  cabins, 

hastily  thrown  up,  or  in  log  cabins,  or  in  board  shanties; 
while  here  and  there  is  to  be  seen  a  near  frame  Iiouse,  or 
one  of  brick  or  stone,  and  a  broad  piece  fenced  and  culti- 
vated, indicative  of  somewhat  longer  residence.  Doubtless 
there  are  very  many  families  that  are  by  no  means  prepared 
for  a  rigorous  winter;  and  if  we  should  witness  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  last,  there  must  be  a  large  amount  of  suffer- 
ing in  these  frontier  settlements.    The  number  of  families 
that  have  settled  around  us  since  the  commencement  of  Aug- 
ust is  larger  than  a  person  would  conceive.    Claims,  then, 
might  have  been  taken  in  any  direction  quite  close  to  us; 
and  now  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  find  a  vacant  one  any- 
where within  five  or  six  miles. 
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Since  my  arrival  on  the  ground,  muck  of  my  time  has 
benn  taken  up  in  the  erection  of  a  house,  and  the  endeavor 
to  make  it  someirhat  comfortable  for  the  ranter,    ffe  have  had 
to  v°  Sixty  five  miles  for  lumber,  and  pay  an  enormous  price 
for  teams  to  haul  it;  and  then,  in  many  instances,  could 
find  no  mechanics  to  put  it  up.    "Te  have  succeeded  in  erect- 
ing a  log  cabin,  and  if  v;e  can  no™  get  it  plastered,  it  will 
make  it  quite  an  enviable  residence,  compared  -dth  many  a- 
round  us . 

I  have  been  pressed  to  extend  my  labors,  and  in  one  or 
tr7o  instances  where  I  could  possible  do  it,  I  have  consented* 
but  such  are  the  claims  opening  up  around  us  in  our  own  imme- 
diate neighborhood,  that  I  have  no  hope  of  being  able  to  do 
more  than  an  occasional  visit  to  some  of  those  destittite  points, 
and  encourage  the  Christians  there  to  hold  together,  in  pros- 
pect of  grovrth  in  numbers,  and  a,  brighter  day.    It  is  painful 
to  be  obliged  to  refuse  these  applications.     Some  time  ago, 
tyro  gentlemen  from  a  distant  settlement,  r/ho  had  heard  of  my 
being  here,  came  nearly  tv/elve  miles  to  press  me  to  make  a 
permanent  appointment  to  supply  their  place.    The  most  I 
could  do  was,  to  promise  to  visit  them  as  often  as  possible. 
I  have  been  there  to  preach,  and  found  an  attentive  audience; 
their  numbers  vrere  not  large,  but  they  rrere  anxious  I  should 
come  again.     They  had  organized  a  flourishing  Sabbath  school. 
I  have  some  regular  attendants  on  preaching  here  whd  come 
nearly  seven  miles  every  Sabbath,  unless  the  -.veather  is  too 
severe . 

Until  ire  can  obtain  a  comfortable  place  to  ™orskip  in, 
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much  of  the  preaching  is    to  be  done  from  house  to  house, 
and  this  requires  unsleeping  activity  and  great  grace.  I 
pray  that  I  may  possess  the  one  and  receive  the  other,  Al- 
ready ire  have  the  promise  of  a  building  site  for  a  church,  and 
nearly  200  acres  of  land  pledged  to  assist  in  the  erection 
of  an  academy.    About  six  weeks  ago,  I  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  leading  sixteen  persons  into  covenant  engagements  wjLtit 
God  and  each  other,  thus  forming  the  first  uhurch  in  Howard 
county.    ?here  were  seven  males  and  nine  females.    Of  this 
number  tvrelve  were  the  united  heads  of  families,    ""e  enjoyed 
a  rich  feast  as  we  gathered  around  the  to.ble  of  the  Lord. 
This  first  communion  season  in  Howard  county  will  be  long 
remembered  by  us.    Nearly  thirty  persons  partook  of  the 
feast,  a  number  of  them  being  members  of  Baptist  churches. 
At  our  nefct  communion  we  hope  to  receive  six  or  eight  more. 

On  my  way  home  one  of  these  christian  sisters  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  said  to  me:     'I  supposed  I  was  coming  into  the 
wilderness;  but  instead  of  this  I  find  it  is  the  garden  of 
the  Lord;  the  Lord  has  brought  us  into  his  banqueting  house, 
and  his  banner  over  us  has  been  love.'    As  I  was  going  to 
my  preaching  appointment  the  same  afternoon,  another  good 
brother  who  has  been  some  years  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  -.vhom  I  overtook  going  to  the  preaching  said:  'The 
Lord  has  answered  my  prayers;  nay,  like  himself,  he  lias  ex- 
ceeded all  my  request.     I  prayed  that  he  would  permit  me  to 
welcome  some  Christian  minister  to  preach  to  us.    But  see, 
he  has  not  only  sent  us  a  pastor,  but  has  permitted  so  many 
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of  us  to  enroll  ourselves  publicly  as  his  disciples,  and  to 
unite  in  the  fellowship  of  the  church;  and  permitted  us  thus 
early  to  come  around  his  table  and  enjoy  his  presence.  Blessed 
be  God,  he  is  very  gracious.'    A  short  time  since,  I  noticed 
a  young  man  at  the  preaching  in  the  morning.     In  the  afternoon, 
on  my  way  to  Plymouth  Hock,  where  I  had  engaged  to  preach,  I 
overtook  him,  found  he  had  come  eight  miles  to  meeting,  and 
was  now  going  six  miles  farther  to  attend  a  Sabbath  school, 
in  which  he  was  a  teacher,  and  then  would  have  nearly  nine 
miles  to  return  home. 

The  autumnal  fires  which  sweep  over  our  prairies  broke 
in  upon  us  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  and  for 
some  days  raged  so  fiercely,  that  I  felt  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  leave  my  family.    I  regretted  it,  as  it  was  the  time  for 
our  Associational  meeting,    Whefi  it  reached  us,  the  neigh- 
bors collected  and    preserved  our  dwelling.    Not  so  with 
some,  who  have  lost  their  all.     "e  near  fo  some  lives  also 
being  lost.     The  sight  was  grand  beyond  description. 

I  cannot  give  you  the  names  of  the  points  whepfe  I 
preach,  as  they  are  at  present  without  names.    They  are 
points  of  interest  and  where  school  houses  will  be  built 
very  shortly.     The  entire  section  of  country  around  us  is 
settling  up  fast.    Two  years  ago,  it  is  supposed,  ohere 
were  scarcely  twenty  families  in  the  county,  and  now  there 
are  nearly  double  that  number  within  sight  of  my  house , 
exclusive  of  the  villages.    The  responsibilities  of  the 
field  here  are  great.     I  feel  thankful  that  I  am  honored 
of  God  to  labor  here.     I  trust  to  be  able  to  reoort  ~ood 
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good  accomplished  through  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to 
this  people.    Hay  the  Spirit  of  God  be  present  to  guide 
and  bless . " 

In  his  next  report  (llay  '57)  Mr.  ".'indsor  tells  of  the 
hardships  of  the  first  winter  up  there  in  Howard  county: 

"Such  has  been  the  intensity  of  the  cold,  the  thermo- 
meter ranging  a  great  portion  of  the  time  from  10  degrees 
to  30  degrees  below  zero,  and  such  the  character  of  the  snow 
storms  to  which  we  have  been  subject,  that  I  have  found  it 
utterly  impossible  to  fulfill  my  appointments  regularly. 
Probably,  great  interruptions  have  occurred  from  this  cause 
during  the  past  three  months,  than  during  the  whole  period 
of  time  for  which  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  being  sustain- 
ed by  your  Society.    My  visits  to  the  distant  settlements 
have  been  almost  entirely  cut  off.     Seldom  have  our  roads 
been  suf f iciently  broken  or  the  weather  so  moderate,  as  to 
warrant  my  going  with  safety  far  from  home.     Our  snow  storms 
have  been  uneoualed  within  the  knowledge  of  the  oldest  inha- 
bitants of  Northern  Iowa;  and  to  be  caught  out  on  our  open 
prairies  at  the  close  of  day  in  one  of  them,  was  like  rush- 
ing into  the  3a^s  of  Death.    During  the  space  of  time  covered 
by  my  report,  we  can  enumerate  eight  deaths,  of  persons  who 
were  thus  overtaken  by  them  at  night,  in  this  immediate  sec- 
tion of  the  country.     Some  perished  within  sight  of  their 
own  dwellings;  and  but  for  the  watchful  providence  of  God  I 
had  been  numbered  amongst  this  list.     I  had  gone  down  to 
i'ew  Oregon,  one  Sabbath  morning,  having  an  appointment  to 
preach  at  one  o'clock  P.  II.  ,  and  in  the  evening.    The  morn- 
ing was  clear,  but  soon  presented  the  usual  signs  of  a  hea- 
vy storm.     I  knew  that  my  family  would  be  alone,  and  unable 
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to  do  any  thing  against  it,  and  were  not  prepared  for  it; 
and  after  consulting  some  of  the  friends,  decided  to  return 
immediately.    Before  I  had  walked  one  mile,  it  "broke  upon 
me  in  all  its  strength.    It  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
severe  of  the  season.    I.lore  than  once,  I  got  off  my  road 
into  the  drifts,  and  several  times  had  almost  given  up  in 
despair,    C?o  go  hack  was  as  dangeroiis  as  to  go  on.     I  felt 
cheered,  however,  by  the  recollection  I  was  in  His  hands 
who  giveth  his  angels  charge  over  his  people;  and  finally 
reached  my  home,  -.here  we  failed  not  to  return  thanks  to 
G-od  for  his  watchful  providence,    frequently ,  when  the  roads 
were  unbroken,  and  the  snow-drifts  so  heavy  that  I  dared  not 
take  my  hourse  out,  have  I  walked  to  my  appointments  with 
the  thermometer  varying  from  10  degrees  to  '30  degrees  below 
zero,  over  an  exposed  prairie  without  the  least  shelter;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  having  had  my  face  and  ears  frozen, 
I  have  been  mercifully  preserved.     In  this  state  of  things 
you  will  not  be  surprised  on  learning,  that  our  congregations 
have  been  very  fluctuating,    "lien  the  day  is  promising,  we 
have  a  congregation  varying  from  sixty  to  eighty;  but  when 
the  reverse  is  the  case,  it  dwindles  down  to  less  than  twenty'. 
Certainly,  I  have  seen  nothing  like  the  present  winter  during 
the  thirteen  years  that  I  have  spent  in  Iowa.     Cn  five  or 
six  different  occasions  I  have  had  to  dig  dews  to  my  stable; 
and  on  the  last,  wnich  was  during  the  past  week,  it  occupied 
myself  and  two  of  my  neighbors  nearly  all  day,  to  shovel  the 
snow  away  under  wr.ich  it  was  buried.    My  time  has  been  large- 
ly occupied  in  preparing  fire  wood,  and  shoveling  snow." 
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A  daughter  writes  of  this  terrible  winter  as  follows: 
"The  winter  of  1656-7  was  memorable  for  its  severe  cold, 
deep  sno1;.',  and  fierce  blizzards,  that,  sweeping  over  the 
country,  rendered  it  dangerous  to  be  on  the  prairie,  even  in 
daylight.    The  snow  was  often  drifted  so  deep  around  the  house 
and  stable  that  a  great  part  of  the  day  was  frequently  spent 
in  mailing  a  path  in  which  to  walk,    me  Sabbath  morning,  after 
a  fierce  wind  all  night,  father  was  obliged  to  get  out  of  an 
upper  window,  and  only  after  three  hours  of  hard  work  could 
he  open  a  passage  to  the  door.    Many  persons  were  lost  in 
the  snow  when  close  by  their  own  houses.    The  home  missionary1 s 
house  stood  on  a  rise  of  ground,  and  could  be  seen  a  long  dis- 
tance.   The  windows  were  opposite  each  other,  and  it  was  the 
custom  to  place  a  light  in  each  window,  every  night  during 
the  winter,  for  a  beacon  to  any  one  who  might  be  lost  on  the 
prairie,  at  the  same  time  keeping  a  fire  and  coffee  always 
ready.     This  was  a  wise  provision,  and  saved  many  lives.  On 
one  occasion,  late  at  night,  a  noise  was  heard  outside,  and 
unceremoniously  the  door  was  burst  open,  seven  men  staggered 
in,  and  fell  to  the  floor  from  cold  and  exhaustion.  They 
had  seen  the  light  in  the  window  and  struggled  to  reach  it. 
They  were  all  somewhat  frozen,  but  a  .:ot  fire  and  strong 
coffee  soon  revived  them,  and  in  the  morning  seven  thankful 
men  went  on  their  way. 

It  was  during  this  extremely  rigorous  winter  that  our 
dear  mother  contracted  spasmodic  croup  and  asthma,  and  al- 
though she  lived  for  many  years  afterwards ,  she  patiently 
carried  about  with  ::er  that  thorn  in  the  flesh,  from  which  she 
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could  not  escape,  but  from  which  she  never  shrank." 

In  1858  Father  Windsor  was  permitted  to  report  the  coming 
of  John  and  William  to  settle  near  him  in  the  ministry  -John 
at  Charles  City  and  ".'illiam  at  Mitchell,     In  ITovember  of 
this  year  he  writes: 

"The  present  report  closes  my  second  year  of  missionary 
labor  in  this  field.    As  1  look  around  I  am  reminded  that 
great  changes  have  passed  over  this  section  of  country  dur- 
ing this  time,  but  still  greater  mercies  have  followed  us 
all  the  time.    T"e  have  been  blessed  with  health  and  comforts, 
and  opportunities  for  usefulness  amongst  a  people  who  have 
manifested  great  kindness  and  sympathy  with  us  in  our  situa- 
tion and  labors.    During  this  period  I  have  been  favored, 
also,  to  welcome  my  two  sons  upon  the  ground  to  labor  in  the 
vineyard  of  our  Lord  and  kaster.    There  was  a  time  when  I 
though  if  I  might  be  spared  to  witness  their  entrance  upon 
the  work,  I  could  feel  willing  to  say,  as  did  Simeon  of  old, 
but,  since  they  are  here,  I  feel  an  intense  desire  to  live, 
and  cooperate  with  them,  that  if  the  experience  of  years  may 
afford  wisdom  of  counsel,  I  may  help  them  and  share  their 
joys  -  rejoicing  with  them  in  their  work,  as  we  pray  for 
their  usefulness  and  happiness  in  the  fields  where  the  pro- 
vidence of  Jod  has  placed  them.    Thus,  after  the  fathers, 
God  has  permitted  the  children  to  stand  upon  the  walls  of 
Zion,  even  unto  the  third  generation.    We  give  him  the  praise." 

Vernon  Springs  was  not  long  the  center  of  operations. 
The  main  part  of  the  community  life  centered  at  New  Oregon, 
about  two  miles  north  of  Sernon  Springs. 

Here  a  lot  was  given  for  a  church  building,  and  two 
lots  for  a  home  for  the  pastor. 
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Father  Windsor  had  a  genius  for  home  making.    The  place, 
the  house  and  the  garden,  under  his  skillful  touch  soon  be- 
came the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  the  people;  and  in  due 
time  they  began  to  move  in  the  matter  of  a  house  of  worship. 

Hard  tines  however  delayed  the  enterprise.     In  Septem- 
ber to  185S  Father  Windsor  reports: 

"Our  communion  season  was  a  very  pleasant  one.    We  irrere 
permittee":  to  welcome  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church,    one  by 
letter,  and  two  by  profession  of  their  faith.    The  ne:rfc  Sab- 
bath afternoon,  at  one  of  my  distant  appointments,  (called 
'Hurray's  neighborhood')  a  person  whom  I  had  noticed  paying 
close  attention  during  the  services,  came  up  to  me  it  the 
close,  and  invited  me  to  come  and  see  his  wife,  who 
quite  sick,  and  could  not  leave  her  house.     I  visited  them 
early  in  the  week.    They  live  about  six  miles  from  my  house. 
In  the  course  of  conversation,  I  learned  that  the  husband 
and  wife'  had  both  been  members  of  Congregational  churches  in 
Connecticut  and  Ohio  upwards  of  twenty  years;  that  four  years 
ago  they  moved  to  their  present  home,  out  on  the  wide  prairie; 
that  they  were  some  of  the  first  settlers;  that  they  came 
there,  resolved  to  live  as  Christians;  but  there  was  no 
minister,  no  preaching  then,  nearer  than  Dacotah,  fourteen 
miles  distant;  that  with  a  sick  wife,  and  only  an  ox  team, 
they  could  not  go  so  far,  and  so  settled  down,  to  wait.  In 
the  meantime  they  erected  a  family  altar,   (perhaps  the  only 
one  then  in  all  this  section  of  country,)  and  faithfully  ob- 
served christian  duties,  praying  that  God  would  send  them 
the  public  means  of  grace. 
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The  farming  interests  have  received  such  a  shock,  that  I 
hardly  think  one  harvest  will  suffice  to  place  them  back  in 
the  position  they  occupied  a  year  ago.    'There  are  those  a- 
round  us  who  are  actually  suffering  f or  Trant  of  the  common 
necessaries  of  life  -  a  thing  I  have  never  "before  witnessed 
in  Iowa,  during  a  residence  of  almost  sixteen  years.  Others 
are  struggling  and  holding  on  courageously  until  the  earth 
shall  yield  her  increase.    A  farmer  said  to  me,  a  few  da37-s 
since,  and  the  tears  stood    in  his  eyes  as  he  said  it  -  'lly 
last  meal  is  gone.     If  I  knew  where  to  get  more,  I  would 
gladly  turn  out  some  of  my  cows  as  security  until  harvest. 
I  feel  it;  as  my  wife  is  obliged  to  turn  away,  when  the 
c.iild  asks  bread.'     It  is  something  so  unusual  for  Iowa. 
Hay  God  sanctify  it  to  us  all." 

In  October  of  1851  'lather  Windsor  reviews  fourteen 
years  of  home  missionary  work  in  Iowa,  and  reports 'the  1 
church  building  under  way; 

"In  December,  1847,  I  was  first  honored  with  an  en- 
rollment among  your  missionaries.     I  was  then  laboring  in 
one  of  the  darkest  and  most  benighted  spots  in  Iowa.  But 
previous  to  my  leaving  the  field,  God  permitted  me  to  wit- 
ness the  outpouring  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  gathering  toget- 
her of  a  little  church,  every  member  of  which  was  then  for 
the  first  time  brought  out  of  the  ..orld  into  the  kingdom  of 
God's  Dear  Son.     Christians  living  in  distant  neighborhoods, 
when  they  heard  what'  God  had  done  at  Durango ,  stood  amazed, 
as  they  saw  the  wonderful  work  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Previous  to  my  removal,  steps  were  taken  and  ground  secured 
for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  which  was  soon  c.om- 
■oleted. 
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In  1849,  the  providence  of  God  removed  no  to  I.iaquoketa, 
anil  for  seven  years  I  vzas  permitted  to  labor  as  your  mission- 
ary on  that  ground.    When  I  entered  upon  my  work  there,  the 
church  was  very  Ioit.    G-od  graciously  permitted  me  to  see  it 
revived,  and  increased  by  several  precious  visitations  of 
his  Spirit;  and  before  he  directed  me  to  another  field  of 
labor,  we  were  worshipping  in  our  own  commdious  house  of 
worship,  a  united,  happy  people.     I  had  hoped  to  live  and 
die  among  them;  but  this  was  not  to  be;  and  my  steps  were 
strangely  directed  to  this  distant  point,  which  was  then, 
as  you  have  been  informed,  quite  a  new  but  promising  region. 

In  July,  1856,  I  entered  upon  my  labors  here,  still  your 
honored  missionary.    During  three  years  since,  that  date  I 
can  noi  describe  to  you  the  scenes  of  privation,  both  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  that  have  met  my  view  all  over  this  sec- 
tion of  country.     'Are  you  a  minister,  sir?'  ss.id  a  lady  to 
me,  with  tears  in  her  eyes.     'Yes,  madam.'     'Then  you  are 
the  first  I  have  seen  for  four  years.    Thank:  God,  there  is 
hope  that  my  children  will  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
religious  truth.1     The  scanty  board,  with  its  corn-meal 
bread,  and  potatoes  as  an  additional  luxury  -  but  these 
scenes  are  now  matters  of  history. 

?or  nearly  two  years  I  had  no  ministerial  brother,  of 
any  denomination,  in  the  county.     Our  various  places  of 
religious  meeting  were  small  and  uncomfortable.    At  one  time 
a  shanty,  then  a  log  cabin,  and  now  the  sheltered  grove. 
Our  stated  place  of  worship  here  was,  and  is  yet,  a  room  a 
little  more  than  twenty  feet  square,  low  and  comfortable. 
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Bur  little  church  'faint  yet  pursuing1  -  at  one  time  en- 
couraged by  the  visible  presence  of  Christ,  and  then,  again, 
cast  dorm  by  the  removal  of  some  of  our  members,  -  some  to 
the  land  of  gold,  others  to  the  'old  homestead'  in  the  East, 
but  not  one,  during  five  years,  to  their  better  home  in  the 
shies.    Their  Master  has  a  work  for  them  yet  on  earth.  How 
near  we  may  be  to  that  goal,  we  may  not  be  very  anxious  to 
know;  our  business  is  to  do  the  work  of  Him  that  sent  us. 
You  have  been  informed  of  some  of  the  fluctuations  that 
have  marked  our  missionary  life  in  Howard  county,  but  there 
have  been  more  mercies  than  crosses,  more  joys  than  sorrows. 
We  were  sent  here  because  the  lord  Jesus  Christ  had  some 
precious  souls  to  be  gathered  into  his  fold. 

You  are  aware  we  are  attempting  to  build  a  house  of  wor- 
ship.    Its  pretensions  are  humble,  but  it  is  a  neat  and  strong 
structure,  and  will  answer  our  purpose  for  some  years  to  come. 
The  future  of  our  destiny  is  in  his  hands.     It  is  in  my  heart 
to  labor  here.     I  love  the  people.     I  love  the  work,  but  I 
am  in  the  I.Iaster's  hands. 

In  looking  over  the  difficulties  which  beset  our  path  in 
erecting  a  house  of  worship,  I  have  felt  oppressively  the 
efforts  which  must  be  put  forth  if  we  would  succeed.     I  can 
see  that  every  one  on  the  ground  must  do  all  he  can.     I  feel 
it  a  welcome  duty  on  my  part ,  and  to  start  the  thing,  I  of- 
fered jlOO.     I  have  my  salary  only  to  depend  upon.     I  saw 
the  effect  -  we  felt  it  unexpectedly  from  abroad.     G-od  was 
helping  us,  and  we  were  encouraged.    As  we  have  progressed 
our  difficulties  have  not  decreased,  -  they  have  accumulated 
even  whilst  the  people  were  doing  all  that  men  in  their  cir- 
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cumstances  could  do,    At  our  last  meeting  to  devise  Trays  and 
means,  I  saw  the  impossibility  of  their  meeting  their  pledges 
to  myself  and  carrying  on  the  building.    This  was  a  point 
which  we  had  discussed  in  our  family.    I.Iy  wife  v/as  foremost 
in  reminding  us  of  all  that  God  had  done  for  us ,  that  he  had 
always  cared  for  us,  and  urged  the  fact  that  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  do  so  to  the  end,    Other  arguments  were  unneces- 
sary; the  decision  was  arrived  at,  notes  for  last  year's 
salary  yet  uncanceled,  and  the  balance  due  from  the  present 
year's  subscription  -  mailing  in  the  whole  about  -;180  -  we 
freely  relinquished,  and  the  church  has  only  to  go  on  irith 
the  building.     I  ought  to  say,  to  their  credit,  they  were 
unwilling  to  agree  to  this  at  first.     I  do  not  speak  of  this 
other  than  to  show  that,  being  on  the  ground,  I  know  their 
real  circumstances,  and  the  efforts  they  are  making,  and  our 
urgent  need  of  a  house  of  worship,  and  the  impossibility  of 
their  doing  more  than  they  have  done;  and  I  rejoice  to  help 
them  in  the  work. 

V'e  are  progressing  steadily  with  the  building.     I  am 
writing  within  sound  of  the  saw  and  the  hammer,  and  as  I  look 
from  my  study  window,  and  watch  the  daily  advance  toward  its 
completion,  I  than]:  God  and  take  courage.    The  great  struggle 
with  us  will  be  next  month,  when  we  meet  another  demand  of 
the  workmen;  after  which  I  think  I  can  see  our  way  clear  to 
get  through  by  October.     Our  hope  is  in  God." 

At  the  time  of  the  next  -writing  the  church  building  was 
nearly  ready  for  dedication.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"I  can  not  tell  you  how  thankful  I  felt,  on  the  receipt 
of  my  commission.     I  had  almost  feared  the  state  of  your 
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Treasury  might  prevent  its  renewal;  and  then  my  heart  sunk:  in 
me,  as  I  looked  over  the  destitution  of  this  wide  though 
sparsely  settled  region.     I  thank  you  personally  for  what  you 
have  done  for  us.     I  stated  its  contents  to  the  church.  They 
Wished  me  to  express  their  gratitude  for  all  the  support  they 
have  received  from  your  Society;  and  state  that  they  will  do 
the  "best  they  can,  to  raise  "two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on 
the  ground.    You  would  not  "be  surprised  at  their  not  doing 
more,  if  you  could  accompany  me  over  the  ground  to  their 
dwellings,  and  sit  with  me  at  their  tables,  and  notice  their 
clothing  and  their  boots  as  they  come  together  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  see  their  struggles  to  get  out  of  debt  and  provide  nec- 
essaries for  their  families.     I  have  many  times  felt  as  though 
I  ought  rather  to  give  than  to  receive,  of  some,  as  they  have 
brought  part  of  their  subscription  -  cheerful  in  doing  it, 
although  it  deprived  their  own  family  of  some  necessary  com- 
fort.   A  land  carriage  of  sixty-  five  miles,  and  wheat  fifty 
cents  a  bushel,  leaven  but  a  very  small  balance  ;o  the  farmer 
on  his  return  home.     They  are,  however,  generally  content  to 
bear  the  increased  burdens  necessarily  attendant  on,  and  a- 
rising  from  the  lamentable  state  of  our  country. 

I  have  no  fear  but  that  our  wants  will  be  all  supplied; 
we  have  long  since  learned  how  comparatively  few  they  are; 
and  I  thnik  we  feel  prepared  to  make  whatever  sacrifice  the 
necessity  of  xhe  tines  may  demand.     Our  Heavenly  Father  is 
ever  mindful  of  us.    The  same  mail  that  brought  my  commission, 
brought  a  letter  to  us,  dated  ^oston,  inclosing  'A  token  of 
Christian  regard  for  a  Home  I.Iissionary , 1  ten  dollars,  leaving 
me  without  any  clue  whereby  I  could  thank  the  donor.     If  you 
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"Till  allow  a  line  in  the  Home  I.lissionary  acknowledging  its 
safe  arrival  and  thanks,  I  shall  feel  obliged.    Our  life  at 
N«w  Oregon  with  all  its  varied  shades  has  been  one  of  constant 
jets  of  'sunny  side,'  coming  from  our  heavenly  Father's  hand, 
at  his  Dim  time,  and  in  his  own  way,  and  it  has  air/ays  "been 
at  the  best  time. 

Our  church  edifice  we  hope  to  have  ready  for  dedication 
on  the  24th  of  November.     It  will  be  a  joyous  time  after  the 
unremitting  toil  and  self-denial  of  our  people  in  its  erec- 
tion.    It  is  beautifully  situated  on  a  small  rise  of  ground, 
overlooking  the  village,  and  yet  in  it.    To  complete  the  house, 
we  should  have  a  bell.     I  no  not  know  of  a  church  bell  any 
v.'here  west  of  us  in  this  part  of  the  country.    There  is  none 
at  all  in  the  county.    *.7e  need  it  because  of  the  general  vaO 
riation  of  timepieces,  and  as  a  -.vitness  for  C-od,  vrhen  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  it  summons  his  worshipers  to 
the  temple.1' 

Father  'Tindsor  hoped  that  the  church  would  be  ready  for 
dedication  in  October. 

The  first  date  set  is  usually  premature.    The  real  date 
was  1'ovember  24th,  1861. 

Superintendent  Guernsey  reports  the  services  of  dedi- 
cation as  f ollows ,   (see  Home  Llissionary  I.Iarch  1862): 

"After  spending  two  or  three  days  among  the  good  people 
of  Decorah,  and  visiting  Rev.  J.A.B&nti  the  Society's  mission- 
ary at  Burr  Oak,  twelve  miles  north  of  Decorah,  I  went  to 
New  Oregon,  preparatory  to  'eke  dedication  which  was  to  take 
place  there  on  the  following  Sabbath.     I  reached  that  place 
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on  Friday  evening  after  a  somewhat  tedious  ride  in  the  first 
"bitter  oold  of  the  season. 

Earljr  on  Saturday  morning,  I  went  to  see  the  new  church; 
and  found  it,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  far  from  finished.    The  pews 
had  yet  to  be  put  together  and  fastened  in  their  places,  the 
platform  for  the  pulpit  to  be  made,  and  numberless  other  things 
to  be  done,  before  the  house  could  be  occupied.     Some  half 
dozen  men,  some  of  them  carpenters  by  trade,  and  some  car- 
penters for  the  occasion,  were  hard  at  work  with  saw,  plane, 
hammer  and  nails,  and  several  ladies  were  trying  their  ut- 
most skill  in  the  process  of  cleaning.    The  windows  were 
covered  with  mortar,  putty  and  paint;  but  as  it  was  evident 
that  water  would  freeze  as  fast  as  applied  to  the  glass,  it 
was  suggested  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain  as  they  were  un- 
til more  favorable  weather.     'I:To,'  said  one  of  the  ladies, 
'we  don't  v/ant  to  dedicate  the  dirt.'     'Father  Windsor'  was 
among  the  most  diligent  of  the  -..orkers ,  now  going  into  the 
village  on  this  errand  or  that ,  now  lugging  needed  lumber 
from  a  neighboring  yard,  and  now  again  bringing  wood  for 
the  stoves,  or  wielding  hammer  and  saw.    "'hen  daylight 
failed,  candles  wore  procured  and  the     ork  steadily  advanced 
until,  at  11  of  clock  at  night,  it  was  done. 

Che  Sabbath  brought  cold  winds ,  sweeping  harshly  across 
the  prairies,  and  an  atmosphere  filled  with  the  flying  flakes 
of  the*  first  snow  of  the  season.    But  this  was  the  first  san- 
ctuary that  had  ever  been  erected  in  Howard  county,  and  the 
occasion  was  one  of  no  ordinary  interest.     The  people  came 
from  a  distance  of  several  miles  in  each  direction,  and  the 
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ne",T  church  was  well  filled.     The  opening  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  hethodist  minister  of  the  place;  then  foil Owe  ft 
the  sermon;  and  then  father  'Tindsor  told  the  story  of  the 
organization  of  the  church,  five  years  ago,  when  there  were 
only  four  or  five  cabins  where  is  nor;  a  village  of  three  or 
four  hundred  people  -  of  desires  for  the  erection  of  a  house 
of  worship,  which,  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  the  time, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  realize,  until  the  spring  of  1860  - 
of  a  subscription  then  circulated,  -.Thich  was  so  unsuccess- 
ful effort  which  followed,  to  obtain,  in  the  absence  of  mo- 
ney, donations  of  such  materials  as  the  people  could  command, 
and  such  labor  as  they  could  perform.     'A  few  friends,1  he 
said,   'donated  trees  standing  in  the  grove,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  with  what  zeal  a  few  persons  (and  he  might  have 
added,  with  the  minister  at  their  head)  went  forth  with 
their  axes,  encouraged  by  the  presence  and  cheering  words  of 
the  ladies  of  the  village,  until  the  logs  were  delivered  at 
the  saw  mill  -  the  proprietor  of  which  generously  donated 
,;15  worth  of  sawing.     The  stone  for  the  foundation  was  the 
gift  of  another  citizen,  and  these  we  quarried  from  their 
bed.'     So  the  work  r^as  begun.     In  the  spring  of  1860,  the 
foundation  was  laid,  and  though  'again  and  again  compelled 
to  stop  for  lack-  of  means,  the  church,  at  the  end  of  a  year 
and  a  half,  had  been  brought  to  completions.1     Its  entire 
cost  was  about  ;l,000.    To  meet  this,  subscriptions,  in  cash, 
materials  and  labor,  had  been  raised  amounting  to   ,605;  and 
the  American  Congregational  Union  had  pledged   :250.    The  first 
named  of  these  amounts  included,  as  father  W*  stated,  Jso  sent 
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by  'that  fcrue  friend  of  the  churches  of  Iovra  -  and  indeed  of 
the  'Test  generally  -  Dea.  h.  P.  Haven,  of  $Tejr  London,  Conn., 
'  ,;15  from  Re?*  llr.  Gulliver's  church,  in  ITorwich,  Conn.,  (by 
whom,  also,  the  $250  from  the  Congregational  Union  were  con- 
tributed, )  and   /oO  from  some  friends  in  Portland,  Maine.  It 
would  have  done  the  donors  of  such  amounts  good  to  have  shared 
in  these  dedication  services.    There  still  remained  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  $145;  and  a  collection  amounting  to  nearly  half 
that  sum  was  tahen  up  on  the  spot.    The  remainder,  it  was 
understood,  would  be  assumed  by  three  or  four  individuals, 
of  whom  the  pastor  was  one  -  though  they  had  already  con- 
tributed very  largely,  according  to  the  means  at  their  command. 

The  prayer  of  dedication  was  offered  by  Eev.  Ephraim 
Adams,  of  Decorah,  who  thus  performed  the  same  service  for 
LIr.  Windsor  and  his  people  that  hr.  '.Tindsor  had,  on  the  pre- 
vious Sabbath,  performed  for  him  and  his  people.    The  Agent 
of  the  American  Home  hissionary  Society  preached  a  second  time, 
in  the  evening,  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.    Long  will 
the  people  of  Hew  Oregon  and  its  vicinity  remember  this  first 
dedication  in  their  county. 

"7e  have  now  a  line  of  church  edifices,  stretching  from 
the  llississippi  River,  on  the  east,  to  hitchell  county,  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  on  the  -.vest.    There  are  five 
of  them;  and  may  they  prove  citadels  of  christian  strength, 
fountains  of  christian  light,  -veil-springs  of  salvation!" 

"Tot/  the  war  begin  to  be  the  theme  of  father  7indsor's 
reports.     In  Jan.  of  1865  ho  writee: 
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"I  thank  you  for  the  renewal  of  my  commission.  Without 
it  I  could  not  hope  to  continue  on  this  field.    With  It  I 
hope  under  God,  to  labor  on  and  "be  useful  to  the  people. 

I  need  not  mention,  what,  doubtless  you  hear  from  al- 
most all  our  "estern  fields,  the  remarkable  change  that  is 
passing  over  our  churches  and  congregations,    "."re  feel  it  in 
common  with  our  brethren.    ITaarly  all  our  young  men  have 
gone.     We  follow  them  with  out  prayers;  and  then  turn  to 
their  families  and  inquire  what  can  Tfce  do  to  solace  and  com- 
fort then.    Shis  is  our  duty,  and  can  not  be  urged  too  stroll 
ly  or  too  faithfully  attended  to.    host  who  have  left  lis 
were  members  of  my  congregation.     Several  called  on  me  be- 
fore they  went  and  asked  if  I  would  not  see  to  their  familie 
while  they  were  absent  from  them.    May  God  spare  those  brave 
and  noble  men,  to  return  in  safety.     I  have  three  families 
immediately  around  my  house  whose  husbands  have  gone ,  leav- 
ing in  the  aggregate  fourteen  children  -  the  oldest  only 
about  ten  years  of  age.     One  of  the  officers  of  my  church 
said  to  me  yesterday,   'Mien  I  read  the  thrilling  accounts 
of  the  suff ereings  of  our  noble  boys ,  and  the  urgent  claim 
for  volunteers,  I  want  to  be  with  them;  as  yet  I  have  not 
dared  to  say  it  to  my  wife,  but  how  much  longer  I  shall 
hold  it  from  her,  I  cannot  tell.'     He  has  a  family. 

I  preach  here  as  usual;  and  away  from  home,  in  some  one 
of  our  many  settlements,  at  a  distance  iSf  from  six  to  nine 
miles,  in  the  afternoon,  returning  for  evening  service.  Our 
congregations  are  encouraging;  and  there  are  indications  tha* 
the  way  is  opening  to  form  a  little  church  at  one  of  my  dis- 
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tant  stations,  tliat  will  regard  itself  as  a  branch  of  this 
church,  until  the  providence  of  G-od  shall  increase  it  in 
numbers,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sustain  a  minister  half  the  tine. 
Chen,  I  think,  a  good  field  will  open  for  the  settlement  of 
some  brother  in  that  neighborhood." 

Again  in  November  of  1863  we  find  the  following  report ■ 
"The  providence  of  God  has  called  me  to  labor  in  the 
newer  portions  of  our  State,  and  to  serve  some  of  the  weaker 
churches.     I  love  the  work;  and  if  God  be  glorified  by  me, 
his  name  be  praised.    As  I  go  from  cabin  to  cabin,  I  find 
so  much  hearty  welcome,  such  sincere  gratitude  and  apprecia- 
tion of  purpose,  in  connection  with  their  isolated  condition, 
that  it  has  in  it  a  source  of  interest  to  my  mind  which  I 
can  hardly  describe.     It  is  true  we  are  shut  out  from  many 
advantages  enjoyed  by  the  brethren  in  larger  places  and 
older  communities;  still,  there  is  a  joy  and  present  reward 
in  the  work. 

Che  past  year  has  failed  to  develop  any  special  work  of 
grace  in  the  church.     I  believe,  however,  that  good  has  been 
accomplished  and  some  progress  made.     It  may  not  be  so  ob- 
servable on  the  surface.    The  work  of  establishing  a  church 
is  often  laborious  and  protracted.    Especially  is  this  true 
amid  the  heterogeneous  minds  of  the  "'est;  we  look  and  pray 
f or 'the  harvest,  and  nope  to  be  found  watching  for  the  first 
indications  of  its  appi roach. 

Cur  village  congregations  are  nearly  as  large  as  thej 
were  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.     I  learn  from 
one  enrolling  officer,  that  since  its  commencement  more  than 
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one  third  of  all  our  able  "bodied  men  in  the  township  have 
volunteered;  and  now  vre  have  something  over  one  hundred  left 
that  are  liable  to  the  draft.    Ihe  f loner  of  our  community 
are  gone;  and  we:    are  frequently  reminded  by  the  flag  at 
half  mast ,  that  one  and  another  of  their  number  has  fallen 
in  the  contest.    *7e  may  reasonably  conclude  that  the  draft 
will  still  further  reduce  the  number  of  those  that  are  left. 
r7e  see  the  practical  effect  of  this  state  of  things.  Yes- 
terday I  sav:  the  tfife  of  one  of  our  parishioners  driving  the 
team  in  a  reaper  -  her  husband  is  at  Vicksburg.    With  what 
help  she  can  secure ,  and  the  assistance  of  her  little  child- 
ren, she  is  carrying  on  the  farm.     In  another  field,  uas  a 
little  boy  of  ten  years,  similarly  employed;  and  in  another, 
a  girl  of  about  twelve,  doing  the  same.    Men  can  not  be 
found  in  sufficient  numbers  to  secure  the  harvest;  the  wives 
and  children,  therefore,  are  compelled  to  go  into  the  fields. 
Some  of  our  district  schools  are  in  a  measure  broken  up  from 
tliis  cause . 

Slwo  weeks  ago  we  had  a  county  Sabbath  school  Convention. 
It  "jas  held  at  a  central  point;  and  as  it  was  the  first  of  the 
hind  in  the  county,  it  attracted  considerable  attention.  It 
was  held  in  a  grove,  and  there  -;ere  nearly  700  children  pre- 
sent.   After  some  suitable  addresses,  martial  music,  and  pa- 
triotic songs  from  the  children,  the  company  retired  to  anot- 
her part  of  the  grounds,  where  we  found  two  tables,  eac?-  one 
hundred  feet  long,  tastefully  arranged  by  committees  from  the 
schools  and  covered  with  provisions,  of  which  children,  pa- 
rents, and  friends,  to  the  number  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred, 
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partook.     In  the  afternoon  a  County  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion *7as  formed.    Persons  present  appeared  to  feel  aston- 
ished at  the  amount  of  interest  the  subject  had  awakened 
in  the  county.     The  influx  to  our  own  school  is  very  marked; 
the  numbers  being  more  than  doubled.     This  renders  a  new  and 
larger  library  necessary.     Our  prayer  meetings  are  more  spi- 
ritual and  better  attended.     The  little  church  in  Crleans 
township  is  encouraged.    As  a  whole,  I  think  the  indications 
of  the  closing  year  show  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
brethren  on  the  ground,  to  do  all  they  can  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Gospel.    "Te  pray  the  Jreat  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
to  accent  their  efforts  and  cro'-m  them  with  his  blessing." 

"Coldl"  is  the  caption  of  the  next  report,  although 
published  in  June.     The  communication  was  sent  in  the  early 
spring  but  did  not  appear  in  the  home  hissionary  until  mid- 
summer.    The  report  is  as  follov:s: 

"The  snow  storms,  which  have  been  exceedingly  fierce, 
attended  with  strong  winds,  have  blocked  up  our  roads,  ren- 
dering them  impassable.     This,  together  with  the  intensity 
of  the  cold,  has  rendered  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  cross 
our  prairies  for  any  distance.     The  last  day  of  1863  and  the 
few  first  days  of  1864,  Will  be  remembered  here  for  many 
years,     -he  wind  blew  a  fierce  gale,  and  seemed  to  penetrate 
every  crevice  in  the  house,  and  go  through  the  clothing  on 
the  body,  pouring  one  continous  stream  of  cold  air  all  around 
us,  freezing  every  thing  liquid  in  the  house  perfectly  solid, 
even  in  our  room  where  we  kept  a  constant  fire.     For  nearly 
a  week,  the  mercury  --as  at  no  time  higher  than  sixteen  de- 
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grees  below  zero.     On  the  31st  of  December  and  the  1st 
of  January,  it  ranged  thirty  seven  degress,  most  of  the 
time.     This  is  past,  however;  and  through  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  Sod  we  live,    life  how  have  milder  weather;  and 
the  roads  "being  somewhat  broken,  1  hope  next  Sabbath 
afternoon,  to  visit  those  lone  settlements  again. 

In  the  village  my  regular  appointments  have  not  been 
affected  by  the  weather. 

A  few  days  ago,  -re  bade  farewell  to  the  last  of  forty- 
nine  volunteers,  who  went  from  our  village  to  the  rendez- 
vous at  Davenport.    This  number  comprises  our  full  quota 
for  the  county  under  the  last  call  of  the  President.  All 
of  them  were  enlisted  before  the  5th  of  January,    ^e  hear 
no  murmuring,  no  complaining,    on  the  contrary,  I  think  that 
if  the  rumor  which  has  reached  us,  of  a  call  for  800,000 
men  for  twelve  months,  should  prove  correct,  our  people 
here  will  promptly  respond  to  it.    There  is  a  growing  con- 
viction in  the  minds  of  our  community,  that  every  good  we 
possess  is  at  stake,  and  that  unless  the  rebellion  is  put 
down,  we  lose  all.    With  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  we 
are  loyal  to  the  core,  here  in  -oward  count;/.      'e  hope  we 
see  .light  breaking  in  the  distance.    What  a  widespread 
field  will  the  South  present,  after  the  war  shall  have 
closed  and  it  is  open  to  christian  effort,  and  how  much 
will  be  thrown  cn  the  American  Home  missionary  Society! 
May  God  raise  up  laborers  for  the  work.    The  number  of 
widows,  and  orphans  around  us  increase  fearfully;  and  wh^re 
in  all  our  land  is  it  not  so?    Our  Sabbath  school  during 
the  severe  weatlier  .-.as  been  cuite  well  attended." 
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It  need  not  "be  said  that  father  Tindsor  and  his  people 
in  Howard  county  united  with  all  the  north  and  indeed  with 
all  the  nation  in  hailing  tne  dawn  of  peace;  and  he  and 
they,  with  nearly  all  the  nation  and  nearly  all  tne  -forld 
mourned  the  untimely  and  tragi 9$  death  of  -resident  Lincoln. 

In  July  of  '65  a  "belated  report  is  published,  as  follow 

If2he  public  feeling,  in  view  of  our  national  loss,  has 
been  stirred  to  its  lowest  depths,     strong  men  around  us, 
unused  to  the  melting  mood,  when  tne  news  reached  us,  sobbed 
like  children.    Abraham  Lincoln  lived  in  tne  heart  of  the 
great  "Test.     I  have  been  very  much  struck  with  the  absence 
of  revengeful  expressions.    Lien  among  us,  not  christian 
men,  have  been  heard  in  public  referring  the  event  back  to 
the  overruling  providence  of  God,  who,  having  raised  our 
President  for  the  special  work  which  he  had  for  him  to  do, 
when  he  had  done,  it,  permitted  the  event  which  removed  him 
into  eternity. 

-o-day  we  held  public  funeral  services,  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  our  Governor;  and  as  we  have  no  buil- 
ding large  enough  it  rras  decided  to  meet  in  front  of  the 
ohv.rch.     'Ike  services  comprised  a  funeral  sermon  and  eulogy, 
interspersed  with  sacred  and  martial  music;  and  as  reference 
was  made  to  the  well  know  characteristics  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, there  Trere  few  dry  eyes  -  evincing  the  hold  he  had 
secured  in  the  affections  of  a  confiding  people.    There  must 
have  been  nearly  fifteen  hundred  persons  present.    All  busi- 
ness is  suspended,  and  mourning  emblems  are  seen  on  every 
side,    i'he  eulogy,  delivered  by  a  Democratic  lawyer,  would 
have  done  credit  to  the  halls  of  the  Senate. 
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*~e  are  in  Joel's  hands,    lie  is  accomplishing  his  own 
plans.    Blessed  be  his  name,  that  we.  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  energetic  government  of  our  good  President  so  long.  We 
can  not  depend  on  ourselves  for  our  nation,  or  the  Church  - 
we  trust  he  -.Till  so  overrul  passing  events  that  his  own 
glory  shall  be  promoted  in  the  -.vider  extension  of  the  truth, 
and  the  enlargement  of  liberal  principles  all  the  world  over." 

In  his  next  report,  published  December  '65,  father  Wind- 
sor reviews  the  seventeen  years  of  his  labor  in  Iowa,  under 
the  commission  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

"hy  report  for  the  present  quarter  covers  my  missionary 
year.     I  am  reminded  that  it  is  more  than  seventeen  years 
since  I  was  first  permitted  to  bear  your  commission,  during 
which  time  I  have  been  encouraged  by  your  words  of  kindness 
and  generous  support.    You  are  aware  I  leave  occupied  mostly 
newer  sections  of  the  State.     In  one  case  only  have  I  fol- 
lowed a  brother  who  had  broken  the  ground  before  me.    A  year 
and  a  half  at  Burango ,  Dubuqxie  county;  seven  years  at  kaquo- 
keta,  Jackson  county;  and  nine  years  on  my  present  field. 
During  these  years,  I  have  traveled  18,377  miles,  including 
my  journeys  to  associational  meetings,  but  not  including  my 
pastoral  visits  in  the  country.     In  some  cases,  these  have 
called  me  away  from  home  from  four  to  sixteen  miles.     I  have 
preached  1,915  sermons,  and  have  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
three  houses  of  worship.     Cn  this  ground,  in  the  summer  of 
1856;  I  preached  the  first  sermon.    At  that  time  there  was 
no  village,  and  it  was  uncertain  where  one  would  be  located. 
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Our  first  place  of  meeting  lias  been  described  in  former  re- 
portS/k     Three  years  of  toil,  understood  only  by  those  on 
the  ground,  was  passed  in  erecting  our  neat  and  substantial 
house  of  worship.     It  stands  beautiful  for  situation,  and 
we  hope  -.Till  prove  a  joy  to  many  souls.    As  I  enter  it,  I 
feel  grateful  to  God  who  has  crowned  the  labors  of  a  faith- 
ful few:     it  is  a  monument  of  his  goodness  and  care. 

During  these  many  years,  God  has  been  very  gracious.  I 
have  been  laid  aside  from  duty  (by  sickness)  on  the  Sabbath 
only  seven  days  in  the  whole  time.     Though  frequently  frozen 
in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  exposed  to  the  raging 
storms  of  winter  in  going  to  meet  my  several  appointments, 
I  have  been  mercifully  preserved.     I  have  watched  the  sno- 
wreath  wrapped  around  the  lost  traveler,  and  seen  the  body 
uncovered  from  the  snow  bank;  but  the  eye  of  a  heavenly  leat- 
her has  been  over  my  steps,  and  I  have  been  kept  in  safety. 
Then  I  think  of  the  result  of  these  years  of  labor,  I  feel 
that  if  I  had  been  more  entirely  consecrated  to  God,  and 
had  given  myself  more  devotedly  to  the  work  and  to  prayer, 
I  should  have  witnessed  more  precious  results,  bringing 
glory  to  God.    I  can  only  lay  my  numerous  imperfections 
before  him  and  ask  forgiveness,  encouraged  by  his  -ords. 
1  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  7ather,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous.'     I  have  not  seen  the  time,  even  when 
things  were  the  darkest  and  most  discouraging  around  us, 
when  I  regretted  being  engaged  in  the  home  hissionary  work. 
I  love  it  more  the  longer  I  live . 

I  hope  to  be  found  doing  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  preach- 
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ing  tho  Gospel,  if  he  please,  ^'ust  so  long:  as  I  am  able  to 
do  any  work  at  all.    She  future  is  with  him  to  determine. 
I  think  his  providence  seems  to  indicate  it  to  be  my  duty 
that,  for  my  wife's  sake  -  her  health  being  infirm  -  we 
should  seek  a  home  lower  dorm  in  the  State,  where  the  in- 
tense cold  to  which  we  are  exposed  here  -"ill  not  be  so  se- 
verely felt.     I  am  reminded  also  that  my  system  will  not  en- 
dure traveling  over  our  prairies  amid  the  storms  and  snows 
of  winter  as  formerly.    God  has  endowed  me  with  a  robust 
constitution,  but  I  find  this  will  not  bear  the  strain  made 
upon  it  as  in  the  past.     It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
I  bring  my  mind  to  contemplate  a  removal  from  this  little 
church  and  the  destitute  settlements  around:     they  have  a 
place  doep  in  my  affections,  and  the  thought  of  leaving 
them  is  attended  with  much  depression.     I  wish  to  place 
myself  under  "Che  guiding  hand  of  our  Father  in  heaven." 

(This  is  the  last  report  for  the  present  from  this  field. 
Hoping  that  a  location  further  south  might  be  better  for  his 
wif e ,  having  filled  a  full  decade  in  toward  county,  in 
September  of  1856  ;-e  accepted  a  call  to  Keosauq.ua,  recently 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  father  Sands. 

He  had  a  commission  from  the  Home  hissionary  Society  at 
least  for  one  year  of  this  pastorate ,  but  there  is  no  regret 
from  Xeosaucua  during  the  two  years  he  was  there. 

Hev.  S.D.Peet  succeeded  him  at  New  Oregon.    His  reports 
were  gloomy.    Evidently  he  did  not  quite  fit  into  Howard 
county,    At  any  rate  the  people  could  not  forget  their  old 
pastor.    They  longed  for  his  return.    At  length  they  gave  him 
a  call  and  so  appealing  and  effectual  it  was  that  in  July  of 
18 6 G  he  returned. 
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But  he  did  not  return    to  New  Oregon. 

"Thile  father  "indsor  was  at  heosauqua,  a  railroad  had 
benn  "built  from  Lie  Ore  go  r  to  St.  Paul  through  Howard  bounty, 
and  with  the  usual  perversity  of  railroads,  l*ew  Oregon  was 
left  just  a  little  one  side. 

The  station  nearby  v/as  called  Orescc. 

A  large  portion  of  the  New  Oregon  people  moved  up  to 
the  station,  and  the  church  organization  and  building  was 
also  moved  over  to  the  new  village. 

Soon  after  the  change  of  location,  Father  TJindsor 
was  called  to  Cresco;  and  from  this  new  old  field  he  makes 
his  first  report,  published  in  March  of  1869. 

The  report  of  the  dedication  of  the  house  of  worship 
is  not  literally  correct,  for  it  was  the  rededication  of 
the  old  New  Oregon  meeting  house  remodeled,  and  repaired. 

The  report  is  as  follows  (March  1869): 

"After  a  time  of  labor  on  the  part  of  a  few  of  the 
members  of  the  church,  such  labor  as  can  be  properly  esti- 
mated only  by  those  on  the  ground,  our  church  edifice  was 
ready  to  be  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God.    At  that  time 
there  was  a  debt  of  over  v?00  on  the  building,  $500  pledged 
to  us  by  the  Congregational  Union.     On  the  25th  of  October 
the  dedication  services  were  neld,  and  after  an  exceedingly 
appropriate  sermon  by  Hev.  S..P. Sloan  of  LlcG-regor,  and  while 
we  were  taking  up  a  collection,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
church  came  up  to  the  desi:  and  whispered  in  my  ear,  '7e 
want  the  church  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  free  from 
all  debt;  therefore  if  there  should  be  any  deficiency  after 
the  collection,  we  will  assume  it'.    Y7e  want  you  to  announce 
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the  whole  debt  is  canceled. '     The  collection  amounted  to 
•vSOO ,  leaving  a  little  over  |>20Q  to  be  assumed  by  a  few. 
This  has  been  paid,     '..his  may  seem  but  a  small  matter  to 
some;  not  so,  hcv.rever,  to  us;   it  was  much  to  be  accomplished 
after  —hat  had  been  already  done. 

Throe  church  edifices  in  a  two-year-old  village,  both 
erected  in  one  ^ear,  indicate  some  enterprise  and  energy. 
To  each  of  the  other  two  churches  our  friends  had  contri- 
buted liberally,  according  to  their  means,  while  a  very 
few  had  borne  the  burden  of  our  own. 

Less  than  two  years  previous  to  my  retiirn  here,  last 
July,  the  town  site  of  Gresco  was  a  ploughed  field;  now  it 
claims  nearly  one  thov.sand  inhabitants  and  during  this  short 
space  of  time,  everything  which  now  marks  it  as  a  live  town 
has  been  built  -  a  substantial  stoon  court-house,  brick  and 
stone  business  houses,  a  school-house  and  dwelling  houses. 
During  the  erection  of  our  church  edifice,  some  of  our 
friends  had  not  yet  a  house,   out  were  crowded  into  small 
lodging  rooms.     These  things  speak  well  for  the  people,  and 
warrant  the  expectation  of  enlarged  liberality  and  effort 
in  time  to  come." 

I  first  met  father  Tindsor  in  October  of  '68. 

I  met  him  early  in  the  month,  at  LIcG-regor  at  the  joint 
meeting  of  the  G-arnavillo  and  Litchell  Associations  ,  where 
I  was  "approbated  to  preach  the  Gospel . " 

Two  days  after  this  dedication  at  Cresco,  I  met  him 
again  at  .^darns ,  Linnesota.    he  and  brother  Sloan  and  Brother 
,E.  Adams  were  on  their  v/ay  to  attend  my  ordination  at  Osage, 
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which  occurred  October  £8.     I  drove  up  to  Adams  to  meet 
them,  and  bring  them  over  te  Csage.     In  those  days  S.P.Sloan 
was  the  preacher  at  all  sorts  of  occasions.    Ee  preached  my 
ordination  sermonj  and  Brothers.  A.dams  and  Windsor  had  parts 
in  the  service. 

In  December  of  '69,  in  the  heme  Lissionary,  the  fol- 
lowing note  appears: 

"Rev.  J.  '.7.  VJindsor  reports  steady  growth  by  additions 
to  the  church  at  every  communion  season,  save  one,  since  the 
dedication.     The  church  has  lately  receiver  to  fellowship  a 
husband  and  wife  joyfully  professing  their  faith  in  Christ, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy  years." 

In  Llaron  of  18V0  another  report  appears  -  and  "thereby 
hangs  a  tale."    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"I  gave  up  one  of  my  preaching  stations  during  the  win- 
ter, the  distance  being  eo  great  that  I  could  not  get  home 
in  time  for  my  evening  service.     Besides,  the  exposure  of 
Riding  nearly  seventeen  miles  and  preaching,  between  my 
morning  and  evening  service,  was  more  than  I  could  well  en- 
dure, as  the  road  is  very  mucli  exposed  and  the  cold  frequent- 
ly intense.     But  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have  prevailed  on 
one  of  the  members  of  my  church  to  taike  my  place  there.  He 
is  a  young  man,  with  a  little  family,  is  well  educated,  in 
good  circumstances  as  a  farmer,  of  good  address,  and  preaches 
with  acceptance.    Under  other  circumstances  i  should  urge 
his  taking  a  short  course  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Chicago;  but  as  he  cannot  leave  his  family  and  business,  I 
trust  he  will  prove  a  successful  workman  in  the  Lord's 
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vineyard  without  those  advantages.    There  are  so  many  lit- 
tle settlements  around  us  calling  for  preaching  which  the 
regular  ministry  cannot  meet,  and  that  can  be  supplied  by 
the  lay  agency  "here  suitable  persons  can  be  found,  that  I 
thank  Sod  for  raising  up  one  among  us,  thus  to  go  forth  and 
scatter  the  seed  of  the  kingdom.     But  for  the  fostering 
care  of  my  ov.n  pastor,  who  many  years  ago  urged  me,  with  ot- 
hers in  his  church,  thus  to  go  and  work  for  Christ,  probably 
I  had  never  been  in  the  ministry.     I  am  happy  to  be  in  any 
way  instrumental  in  doing  for  others  as  he  did  for  me.  May 
the  Lord  go  with  this  young  man,  crowning  his  labors  With 
his  blessing I " 

"Thereby  hangs  a  tale."    !bhe  tale  is  as  follows:  The 
young  man  referred  to  in  the  above  report  is  Brother  Chapman 
A.  Marshall.    He  was  born  in  Ireland;  three  years  of  his 
childhood  were  passed  in  Africa;  but  his  bringing  up  was  at 
Plymouth  "ngland.    For  years  he  sailed  the  seas,  visiting 
many  lands,  sailing  thrice  around  the  world*  and  then  set- 
tled down  on  a  farm  in  Howard  County.    Here,  at  Cresco, 
Father  "Tindsor  found  him  and  set  him  to  work.    At  the  work 
he  remained  for  thirty  years.    His  pastorates  were  at  Hew 
Hampton,  Nashua,  Clinton,  and  I.lcC-regor.    Tor  two  terms, 
while  still  pastor,  he  was  state  senator.    His  last  and 
longest  pastorate  Has  at  HcSregor,  1087  -  1200.    He  was  a 
magnificent  preacher.     The  glow  and  glory  of  sea  and  land 
and  of  scenes  transcending  both  was  in  his  sermons.  Father 
Windsor  builded  better  than  he  knew  when  he  set  this  man 
at  work* 
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In  his  report  published  May  1871,  Father  Windsor  begins 
to  confess  that  he  is  growing  old  -  "but  how  beautifully 
and  gracefully  he  approaches  his  three  score  years  and 
ten!     Mo  v:ritos: 

"The  steady  growth  of  the  town  calls  for  an  increase 
of  labor  that  sometimes  wearies  and  reminds  me  that  nearly 
three  score  years  have  marked  my  life's  mercies.     Cf  these 
years  nearly  forty-five  have  been  given  to  works  for  the 
Master.    How  imperfect  they  have  been,  he  well  knows;  but 
how  amply  repaid  with  the  choicest  tokens  of  his  love,  and 
the  expressions  of  his  kind  providence,  I  can  fully*' testify. 

My  last  week's  duties  may  be  summed  up  thus:  One 
funeral;  two  trips  into  the  country,  in  different  directions, 
to  visit  the  sick  and  dying;  an  address  at  a  social  confer- 
ence meeting;  a  preparatory  lecture  to  the  church;  a  lec- 
ture before  the  Sons  of  Temperance;  two  sermons  and  the 
communion  service  at  home,  with  a  sermon  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  Sabbath  at  one  of  my  out-stations;  besides  ordinary 
pastoral  visits  among  our  own  people.    Amidst  it  all  I  am 
blessed  with  good  health,  and  try  to  keep  a  young  heart,  I 
suppose  the  labors  of  many  of  the  home  Missionaries  are  far 
in  excess  of  this.     It  is  a  very  precious  privilege "thus  to 
sow  beside  all  waters.     I  am  sometimes  distressed  at  the 
apparantly  small  returns,  though  I  know  that  results  are 
not  always  manifest  here.    #e  have  Mad  no  special  'revival1 
during  the  two  and  a  half  years  that  I  have  been  in  Cresco, 
yet  the  records  show  forty-six  additions  to  the  church, 
twenty-two  by  letter,  and  fourteen  on  profession  of  their 
faith. 
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There  has  "been  a  singular  and  marked  change  amongst 
those  who  frequent  the  'saloons'  too  common  in  our  village 
and  most  railroad  towns.    A  temperance  movement  has  "been 
inaugurated,  and  a  large  number,  not  only  of  moderate  drin- 
kers but  the  most  intemperate  in  the  community,  have  been 
induced  to  break  from  slavery  to  their  cups;  and  this  ap- 
parently without  external  influence.     7e  think  it  is  the 
work  of  Jod,  -preparing  men's  minds  to  receive  the  gospel.1' 

This  uas  the  last  report  from  father  Windsor  in  Howard 
county. 

In  the  two  pastorates  he  gave  this  people  thirteen 
years  of  cervice. 

Again  his  wife's  health  began  to  fail;  and  again,  re- 
sponding to  an  urgent  call  of  the  church,  he  returned  to 
heosauq.ua,  the  date  of  his  return  and  of  his  commission  from 
the  Home  Missionary  Society  being  llay  14,  1871. 

The  year  187S  was  memorable  in  the  ",'indsor  household: 
the  church  came  to  self-support  and  the  mother  of  the  house 
came  to  her  coronation. 

She  departed  this  life  November  17  of  this  year,  187*3. 
Of  these  events,  Father  Tindsor  speaks  in  his  last  report 
to  the  Home^  Missionary  Society  (Llay  '74).     The  caption  of 
the  report  is  "A  Veteran's  Benediction,"  and  the  report  is 
as  follows: 

"It  must  be  with  a  struggle  and  great  self-denial,  but 
I  am  glad  to  say  weshope  in  future  to  be  self-supporting, 
and  to  add  our  mite  toward  assisting  more  needy  churches. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  Society  without  expressing 
to  you,  dear  brethren,  my  gratitude  for  the  unwearied  kind- 
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ness  I  have  received  from  you  during  the  twenty- six  years 
that  I  have  been  permitted  to  bear  a  commission  from  your 
Society.    Your  wise  counsel  and  v:ords  of  cheer,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  trial,  such  as  all  the  "brethren  know  more  or 
less  of;  your  promptness  to  aid  when  our  families  were  in 
need  of  the  'oozes'  which  made  our  hearts  glad  and  grateful, 
and  the  welcome  draft,  which  often  turned  our  fears  to 
praise  -  tnese  events  in  missionary  life  I  shall  never  forget. 

As  I  look  "back  to  out  early  days  of  pioneer  ~ork  in  the 
new  territory  of  Iowa,  I  remember  how  richly  the  joy  of  seek- 
ing out  and  gathering  the  scattered  sheep  of  the  Lord's  fold 
compensated  the  cold  ridesover  the  bleak  prairies,  and  the 
Trading  storms  of  ranter.     I  recall  the  eagerness  with  which 
the  '.7ord  of  life  was  often  received:     T0  you  don't  know 
how  hungry  we  are  for  preaching,'  was  an  exclamation  often 
heard.     It  was  whilst  we  were  exposed  in  a  rude  log-cabin, 
in  the  memorable  winter  of  1856-7  that  my  well-beloved  wife 
was  stricken  down  with  the  disease  which  did  not  leave  her 
until,  in  November  last,  the  master  called  her.    For  forty- 
six  years  she  was  a  true  helpmate.     Grateful  that  the  Lord 
had  counted  us  worthy  to  endure  for  him,  she  never  thought 
any  self-denial  too  great^for  the  cause  of  Christ.    To  the 
utmost  of  her  strength  she  was  a  faithful  co-worker,  her 
patient  endurance,  her  self-f orgetfulness  and  entire  conse- 
cration to  the  work,  rendered  her  not  only  a  great  blessing 
to  myself,  but  endeared  her  to  all.    -_er  children  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed.     I  do  not  expect , at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-two, to  stay  here  long,  but  i  hope  while  1  have  strength, 
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to  be  found  with  the  harness  on,  that  for  nearly  fifty  years 
I  have  been  spared  to  v/ear,  and  to  receive  my  dismission 
while  yet  in  the  worlc,     God  bless  you  in  your  wOrk^  and 
give  you  the  joy  of  seeing  the  solitary  place  made  glad,  by 
the  gospel,  through  the  efforts  of  those  sent  forth  by  the 
Society,  until  not  only  Iowa,  but  'the  whole  continent  for 
God,'  shall  bo  the  motto  borne  on  the  shield  of  every  sol- 
dier of  the  lord  Jesus  Christ  throughout  our  land.'?' 

'."e  go  bach  a  little  in  the  chronology  of  the  sketch  to 
record  that  Hare:.  28,  1869  the  youngest  daughter  of  the 
house  77a s  married  to  Dr.  C.  U,  Cooper;  the  marriage  being  at 
a  regular  Sunday  evening  service  in  the  church  at  Cresco. 

I'he  doctor  and  wife  made  their  home  with  the  old  peo- 
ple,  to  take  care  of  them.    For  this  purpose  they  moved 
with  them  to  heosauoua. 

After  Llother  Windsor's  death,  of  course  the  doctor  and 
wife  made,    home  for  Father  Windsor,  and  stayed  with  him  to 
the  end  of  his  life. 

Father  'Vindsor  closed  his  pastorate  at  L'eosauoua  and 
his  active  work  in  the  ministry  August  8,  1875. 

Immediately  after  resigning  at  heosauqua,  Father  'Wind- 
sor, with  the  doctor  and  wife,  moved  to  Batavia,  Illinois, 
where  John  was  paster. 

For  a  long  time  Father  ".rindsor  had  longed  to  see  his 
native  sea-girt  Isle  and  renew  the  friendships  of  youth. 

he  saildd  for  England  May  12,  1877. 

Of  course  he  was  somew2:at  disappointed ,  for  he  found 
the  old  friends  and  the  old  scenes  mostly  a  memory  only. 
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But  anyway  he  enjoyed  the  visit,  though  he  v.ras  glad  vrhen 
the  tine  cane  for  him  to  return.    Ha  found  out  on  that  visit 
ho~  much  he  loved  America.    Ee  vrrites: 

"I  am  glad  I  am  permitted  in  the  good  providence  of 
Sod  to  visit  ffiy  "brother,  his  dear  family,  and  old  scenes 
once  more.    I  am  -perfectly  satisfied,  and  go  bach  thankful 
that  my  lot  is  cast  in  happy  America.     I  love  it  more  and 
more.     I  love  the  clear" and  sunny  skies  of  home.     I  love 
her  language,  her  institutions,  her  churches,  her  freedom 
and  her  Trays.     There  is  much  in  England  to  admire  and  love, 
but  vastly  more  at  home." 

In  speaking  of  this  visit,  a  daughter  adds: 

"*While  at  Petersfield  he  preached  in  the  same  church  of 
vrhich  he  had  been  a  member  in  his  early  manhood,  There  he 
sat  -;ith  his  young  Wife,  and  vrhere  he  dedicated  his  child- 
ren to  a  covenant  keeping  Ood.     Its  surroundings  within  and 
■without  '-fere  almost  the  same  as  fifty  years  ago.     In  the  bury^ 
ing  ground  attached  to  it  v/ere  the  last  resting  places  of  his 
mother  and  his  Y/ife's  father,  Thich  he  visited  with  the  ten- 
derest  reverence  and  love. 

After  remaining  in  England  less  than  three  months,  and 
having  accomplished  his  object  in  the  visit,  he  returned  to 
lew  York  in  the  early  autumn.    'Jhe  voyage,  the  change  of 
scene,  the  relaxation  from  the  steady  tension  of  nearly 
thirty  years  of  missionary  service,  the  rekindling  of  the 
older  memories  of  his  life  -  these  quickened  his  earlier 
vigor,  and  for  the  time  seemed  to  give  almost  a  new  lease  of 
life.     But  it  Wan  not  a  long  one." 

?or  four  years  more  he  lingered. 
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IPor  three  years  lie  was  at>le  to  go  about  among  his  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren,  scattered  here  and  there,  but  all  in 
his  beloved  America. 

For  the  last  year  of  his  life  he  was  for  the  most  part 
confined  to  his  room. 

he  was  permitted  however,  to  sog  all  his  children  and 
his  children's  children  in  this  last  year,  and  he  had  much 
comfort  in  their  filial  care  and  tenderness  and  love,  and  in 
the  visions  of  the  glory  awaiting  him  in  the  better  life;  but 
still  there  were  appointed  to  him  many  days  of  pain  and 
nights  of  weariness  and  longing  for  release. 

But  above  all  weakness  and  pain  and  distress  his  faith 
wa  s  t  r  iump  hant . 

~.7e  get  a  glimpse  of  the  soul  life  of  this  good  man  in 
the  following  quotation  from  Mr.  Spurgin,  which  Father  Wind- 
ier was  accustomed  to  repeat  as  an  expression  of  the  yearning 
of  his  own  heart: 

"Gome  in,  0  strong  and  deep  love  of  Jesus,  like  the  sea 
at  the  flood  tide.    Cover  all  my  powers,  drown  all  my  sins, 
wash  out  all  my  cares,  lift  up  my  earth-bound  soul  and  float 
it  right  up  to  the  Lord's  feet,  and  there  let  it  lie,  a  poor 
brohen  shell,  washed  up  by  Eis  love,  having  no  virtue  or  va- 
lue, and  only  venturing  to  whisper  to  Him  that  if  he  will 
listen  to  me  he  will  hear  within  my  heart  the  faint  echoes 
of  the  waves  of  his  own  love,  which  have  brought  me  where  it 
is  my  delight  to  lie,  even  at  His  feet  forevermore.  Amen." 

A  daughter  tells  of  some  of  the  experiences  of  the  last 
few  days  as  follows : 
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"With  the  waning  of  the  autumn,  there  earns  a  gradual  but 
marked  decline  of  his  physical  powers.    At  tines  his  suffer- 
ings were  intense.    ]?or  months  he  had  been  unable  to  lie  down, 
taking-  all  his  rest  and  sleep  in  an  easy  chair.    Yet  wiih  the 
energy  of  will  of  his  early  days  he  sat  with  the  family  at 
the  Thanksgiving  table. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  sweet  harmony  of  heart  between  him 
and  his  children,  touching  his  own  longing  for  Heaven.  'Then 
ha  rejoiced  at  the  nearing  prospect,  they  could  not  but  re- 
joice too;  often  they  went  with  him  in  his  conversations  to 
the  very  gates.     "Tilling  to  wait,  and  to  endure  the  will  of 
his  Lord,  .:is  deepening  desire  was  to  depart. 

He  patiently  waited  until  the  morning  of  December  21, 
1801,  when  his  hand  closely  clasped  in  those  of  one  of  his 
children,  he  saw  the  face  of  his  lord  enter  at  the  door,  and 
heard  the  well-known  voice  calling  nim.    There  was  no  pain 
there,  or  distress,  as  the  soul  was  gently  released  to  take 
up  its  fuller  service  and  enter  upon  the  new  life  'in  a  bet- 
ter country,  that  is  a  heavenly' . 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  ...r.  cart- 
ridge, a  former  pastor  of  the  church  at  Batavia,  and  an  old 
friend  of  Lather  Windsor. 

The  children  testify:     "Joys  mingle  with  ov.r  sorrows 
as  we  laid  away  the  dear  dust  in  its  resting  place,  upon  one 
of  the  last  days  of  the  year,  balmy  and  bright  almost  as 
spring.     The  dust  of  her  he  had  loved  so  long  and"  v/ell  now 
lies  by  his  side  and  the  pleasant  cemetery  at  Batavia  lias 
become  to  their  children  a  treasured  and  sacred  place." 

We  are  at  no  loss  to  know  with  what  outline  and  colors 
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to  paint  tiic  lineaments  of  this  wonderful  man. 

His  was  an  eventful  life,  full  of  change  and  incident 
and  romance  on  sea  and  land,  in  battle  and  captivity,  in  for- 
eign lands,  in  the  frontiers  of  America.    His  life  '7as  full 
of  dramatice  situations,  and  thrilling  experiences. 

His  "^as  a  career,  too,  marked  by  Providential , leadings , 
and  ordering©  and  care. 

his  too  iras  a  life  of  rare  domestic  felicity,  the  home 
wherever  established,  in  the  city  or  the  country,  in  the  log 
shanty,  or  the  more  elegant  dwelling,  vras  always  a  place  of 
comfort  and  refinement  and  good  cheer,  and  peace  and  harmony 
and  love. 

his  pastoral  relations  -.vere  almost  ideal.    ho  reasonable 
man  could  be  at  variance  with  him.     Old  and  young,  rich  and 
poor,  learned  and  ignorant,  all  classes  of  people,  honored, 
respected  and  loved  him. 

neighbors  could  harldy  be  at  variance  Trith  each  other  as 
they  came  under  the  influence  of  his  teachings  and  his  example. 

his  theology  was  his  own,  the  product,  largely,  of  his 
o-vm  reading  of  the  Bible,  and  meditations  upon  its  teachings, 
and  the  experiences  of  its  truth  upon  his  ovrn  mind  and  heart. 
ITo  doubt  t::e  theology  current  in  the  independent  churches  of 
England  and  the  3ongregational  churches  of  America  influenced 
him;  and,  Dr.  holbrook's  preaching  had  some  effect  upon  his 
thinking.  '  But  to  a  marked  degree  his  theology  came  to  ::im 
out  of  the  Bible  and  his  otm  experience  of  its  teaching. 

As  a  preacher  he  -.vas  simple,  plain,  direct,  Biblical, 
undemonstrative,  but  earnest  and  effective,     .  is  sermons  '."ere 
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mostly  written  out,  but  ho  introduced  a  good  many  eirtemporan 
eous  passages  into  his  written  discourses.    He  wa§  never 
Imorm  of  to  indulge  in  a  rhetorical  flourish,  or  a  burst  of 
eloquence . 

As  a  man  he  vias  the  very  embodiment  of  gentleness, 
simplicity,  humility,  sincerity,  and  genuine  reality. 

You  "ill  look  in  vain  through  all  this  sketch  for  a 
semblance  or  a  suggestion  of  a  joke. 

She  only  humor  he  had  was  that  of  cheerfulness,  good 
will,  unadulterated  goodness,  growing  out  of  a  conscience 
void  of  offense  toward  God  and  man,  and  a  heart  full  of  fait 
hope  and  charity. 
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Sirteonth  Sketch, 

BSIIITET  ROBERTS 

Sennet  Roberts,  son  of  Salmon  and  Patience  (Jackson) 
Roberts,  was  born  in  ::e-.vtown,  Connecticut,  April  2fJ ,  1800. 
he  studied  in  the  Missionary  Institute  at  Cornwall,  Conn., 
with  a  View  to  foreign  missionary  service;  and  with  the  same 
thought  in  mind,  he  attended  medical  lectures  in  Pittsfield 
and  Boston;  but  an  accidental  injury  prevented  his  going  abroad. 

-.  c  was  ordained  at  Durham,  Laine,  September  26,  1827, 
and  served  this  ehureh  for  two  years. 

Ee  was  installed  at  _-erry,  Maine,  in  «,anuary  of  1830,  and 
was  dismissed  April  19,  1834. 

^or  two  years  (1834-5)  he  served  as  a  _:ome  missionary,  the 
churches  at  Sandusky  and  Tashington,  Ohio;  and,  from  1835  to 
1844,  at  Fewton  falls  and  Chester  in  the  same  state.      I  find 
no  report  of  his  labors  in  these  fields. 

In  1844  he  came  to  iowa,  and  from  '44  to  '47  served  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Yellow  Springs,  now  Kossuth,    .-e  began 
with  us  as  Congregationalist  in  1848. 

-  ..ore  is  no  report  of  his  worl:  in  this  place. 

Prom  1848  to  1851  he  was  pastor  at  ...arion,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  held  services  at  Cedar  Bapi&s  and  other  places  in 
the  region. 

The  Marion  church  was  organized  in  1840  under  the  Pres- 
byterian form  of  government ,  but  became  J ongregat i onal  April 
1,  1848  -  and  that  wa's  not  a  joke. 

. rom  this  field  Mr.  Roberts  made  three  reports  that  were 
published.     The  first  was  dated  in  Doc.  of  1850  and  was  as 
follows : 
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*Hy  labors  have  continued  without  interruption.  My 
Congregations  are  attentive  and  encouraging.    We  are  now 
putting  up  our  house  of  worship.     I  preach  at  several  differ- 
ent points  but  continue  my  regular  Sabbath  appointments  in  the 
town.    I  have  recently  been  to  the  Palls  of  Wapsipinecon, 
where  there  are  a  few  pious  distribution.     I  trust  ray  labor 
is  not  in  vain,  although  I  do  not  see  my  heart's  desire  ac- 
complished. 

Temperance  and  the  cause  of  the  Sabbath  are  gaining  ground 
among  the  people." 

She  church  building  spoken  of  in  this  report  was  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  in  1852.     It  is  reported  that  in  the 
erection  of  this  meeting  house  Mr.  Roberts  "quarried  the 
stone,  and  twice  handled  every  brick  in  the  building.'1 

Ehe  second  communication  from  hr.  Roberts  from  this 
field,  dated  March,  1851,  reports  a  revival  meeting,  in  an 
adjoining  neighborhood,  which  resulted  in  the  organization 
of  a  Presbyterian  church.    Se  writes: 

"At  e.  point  six  miles  from  us  there  have  been  several 
hopeful  cases  of  conversion,  and  the  converts,  together  with 
some  old  professors,  have  become  connected  with  the  Church 
at  Cedar  Hapids.    Brother  Jones  and  myself  were  together  in 
the  meeting." 

Rev.  7.  Jones  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Cedar 
Hapids  gives  further  account  of  the  organization  of  the  churc 
growing  out  of  this  meeting,  as  follows: 

"The  last  of  November  and  first  of  December  I  held,  in 
a  neighborhood  West  of  north  of  this  place,  where  I  have  been 
preaching  for  a  year  and  a  half  past,  a  series  of  meetings  of 
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two  reek's  duration,  in  which  Brother  Roberts,  of  harion, 
assisted  me.     Sod  was  graciously  pleased  to  pour  out  his 
Spirit  and  convert  souls.    From  twelve  to  fifteen  gave  evi- 
dence of  having  passed  from  death  unto  life.  A  wonderful 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  neighborhood,  -'hi oh  was  noted 
for  its  drinking  and  Sabbath  breaking,  and  other  sins.  Se- 
ven family  altars  were  erected,  and  a  prayer  meeting  has 
been  started  where  one  was  never  held  before.    Also  a  Tem- 
perance Society  has  since  been  organized  there  which  pro- 
mises to  be  useful.     On  the  21st  and  22d  of  December  I  or- 
ganized there  a  branch  church,  connecting  if  for  the  pre- 
sent with  the  Rapids'  church,  till  it  shall  seem  best  to 
give  it  a  distinct  organization.     Ten  persons  united,  four 
of  whom  had  before  been  members  of  Presbyterian  churches, 
and  six  then  for  the  first  time  entered  into  covenant  with 
God's  people.    One  old  man,  who  about  twenty- eight  years 
ago  joined  the  Presbyterian  church  in  western  Hew  York, 
but  who  had  for  many  years  been  living  a  very  wicked  life, 
came  as  an  old  backslider,  and  gives,  so  far,  very  good 
evidence  of  genuine  repentance." 

The  third  communication  from  the  field  during  Mr.  Ro- 
berts' administration  was  as  follows: 

"From  Rev.  3.  Roberts,  Uarion,  Linn  Co.,  we  learn  that 
some  forty  or  fifty  cases  of  Iiopeful  renewing  have  talc  en 
place  there.    .Fourteen  have  been  added  to  the  church,  and 
others  were  expected  at  the  next  communion.    The  Methodists, 
.Baptists,  and  Old  School  Presbyterians  likewise  shared  in 
the  results  of  the  work." 
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Jron  1852  to  1855  Mr.  Roberts  was  pastor  at  Clay, 
Brighton,  and  Richland.    His  first  commission  for  the  field 
was  dated  March  1,  1852. 

So  far  as  I  can  discover,  there  is  no  report  iron  the 
field  during  the  three  years  of  his  pastorate  there. 

In  May  of  1855  Mr.  Roberts  accepted  a  call  to  Ruasciue- 
ton.    --ere  too  he  served  as  a  missionary,  and  was  there  for 
five  years  but  not  one  of  his  reports  from  this  field  to 
the  Society  waa  published.    Evidently  he  was  not  a  good 
reporter,    ho  did  not  know  how  to  make  a  good  story  out  of 
his  experiences  and  accomplishments.    He  did  not  know  how 
to  toot  his  own  horn,  and  there  was  no  one  to  do  it  for 
him;  for,  "he  that  tooteth  not  his  own  horn,  by  whom  shall 
it  be  tooted?" 

In  1862  Mr.  Roberts  began  a  nine  years'  pastorate,  the 
best  of  all,  at  Buckingham  (the  Xraer  church  of  today). 

Els  commission  for  this  field,  Buckingham  and  "Test 
Union,  is  dated  September  1,  1862. 

We  know  from  local  testimony  that  Mr.  Roberts  did  a 
splendid  work  at  Buckingham,  but  there  is  scant  report  of 
it  in  the  Home  Missionary. 

In  the  Home  llissionary  for  September  1868  there  is  an 
item  respecting  the  church  building  at  Buckingham,  and 
Governor  Buckingham's  relation  to  it,  but  there  is  no 
mention  of  i.Ir.  Roberts.    She  item  is  as  follows: 

"Gov.  Buckingham  of  Gonn. ,  has  contributed  over 
$2,000  toward  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship  in 
Buckingham,  Iowa.    She  Sabbath  school  has  recently  re- 
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ceived  a  choice  library  of  170  volumes,  together  -;rith  sing- 
ing books,  question  books,  etc.,  the  gift  of  the  late  I.Irs . 
B. ,  who  died  before  the  books  reached  their  destination. 
STheir  selection  v/as  one  of  her  last  labors.    A  communion 
set  has  Deen  received  from  Hiss  Jane  Ripley,  of  :~orwich,  Ot., 
sister  of  Mrs .  B. " 

W§  knov:  from  other  sources  that  Mr.  Roberts  gave  him- 
self early  and  late  and  with  all  his  might  and  in  every 
way  possible  to  this  building  enterprise.     It  is  reported 
of  him  that  ''he  drew  a  large  portion  of  the  stone  and  lumber 
for  the  church,  superintended  the  work,  and  contributed  \> 200. 

"he  building  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  June  of  1867. 

There  is  another  record  concerning  this  building,  which 
reads  as  follows:     "G-ov.  Buckingham  offered  to  bear  two 
fifths  of  tjie  expense  of  a  meeting  house  if  the  people  should 
raise  the  remaining  three-fifths  for  a        000  building." 
Many  said  "It  is  impossible,"  but  father  Roberts  said  it 
could  be  done ,  and  it  was  done . 

3o  ten  years  after  the  organization  of  the  church  the 
first  meetinghouse  was  dedicated,  President  Hagoun  of  Iowa 
College  preaching  the  sermon. 

Ilr.  Roberts  began  at  Buckingham  in  September  of  1862 
but  his  first  report  in  the  Home  llissionary  does  not  appear 
until  Llay  of  1869.  £his  report  is  very  brief,  and  has  no 
reference  to  his  own  work,  but  to  that  of  evangelists  who 
have  come  to  help  him  in  special  meetings.  The  report  is 
as  follows: 

"I'ear  the  opening  of  the  year,  l  called  to  my  assistance 
Rev.  LIr.  I.larble ,  recently  of  Waterloo,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Potter 
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version of  many  who  had  attended  my  ministry,  and  yet  had 
not  "become  obedient  to  the  faith.    These  are  the  strong  men 
of  our  place.    This  is  now  a  very  desirable  field  and  an 
efficient  church.    They  will  "be  self-supporting  after  this 
year.     Cur  prayer  and  conference  meetings  are  well  attended. 
This  revival  adds  to  us  seventeen  families  that  now  call  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord.     It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that 
I  live  to  see  this  people  brought  under  the  power  of  the 
gospel.     I  have  labored  in  hope  for  years  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  good,  and  I  have  now  realized  as  much  as  I  expected 
to  see  in  my  day,  and  I  can  no™  retire  from  the  field  with 
a  degree  of  satisfaction.     I  hope  to  be  able  to  carry  out 
the  year,  but  I  am  admonished  that  'mortal  powers'  will 
soon  fail." 

In  November  of  the  same  year  Mr,  Iioberts  speaks  again, 
because  there  is  something  very  special  to  report,  namely 
that  he  will  report  no  more  from  Juckingham,  because  the 
church  has  assumed  self-support.    He  •"rites: 

"This  church  ana.  congregation  have  steadily  increased 
and  our  house,  which  ire  supposed  was  large  for  the  people  here 
will  prove  inadequate  if  a  like  increase  continues  another 
year. 

"The  "people  have  resolved  to  relieve  the  r_ome  Missionary 
Society,  and  now  becomes  self-supporting.     I  commenced  here 
with  much  solicitude.    Ily  sixty-nine  years  admonish  me  that 
my  ministry,  which  commenced  in  1827,  must  soon  close.  I 
have  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  been  aided  by  your 
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Society.     I  trust  I  am  thankful  to  God.  for  continuing  me  so 
long  in  the  field.    Lly  remembrance  of  the  hind  treatment  I 
have  ever  received  of  the  officers  of  your  Society  will  be 
gratefully  cherished. 

"Those  who  came  into  the  church  last  winter  wear  ■veil. 
Many  of  them  were  persons  who  had  long  been  almost  persuaded 
and  were  of  the  more  stable  class  of  men.     This  is  one  of 
the  most  desirable  claurches  for  ministerial  labor  that  I 
know.    They  agree  to  raise  my  support  to  |600  per  annum.  I 
have  held  my  ot.h  on  v^OO;  having  set  the  amount  at  the  low- 
est  figures  I  consistently  could,  while  receiving  aid  from 
the  Society. 

"77ith  this  report  I  take  ray  leave  of  the  Society  as  its 
missionary,  and  pledge  my  prayers  and  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  cause  while  I  live . " 

Mr.  Roberts  closed  up  his  nine  years'  pastorate  at 
Buckingham  in  September  of  1871,  and  for  a  time  rested  from 
his  labors,  and  probably  thought  to  retire,  for  he  wag  not 
seventy-one  years  of  age. 

But  in  1875,  when  he  was  now  seventy-five  years  old, 
there  came  to  him  a  call  from  franklin,  down  in  Washington 
county,  a  little  country  field,  where  he  thought  he  might 
still  be  of  some  service.    His  commission  for  this  field  is 
dated  December  of  this  year,  1875.    'Jhere  is  no  record  of 
his  work  at  Franklin. 

In  1877  he  returned  to  Olay,  serving  that  church  again 
for  a  little  time,  and  this  was  the  end  of  service. 

He  died  at  Toledo,  February  6,  1880,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  seven  months  and  nine  days.     He  was  buried 
at  Lrear. 
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There  is  an  obituary  of  Brother  Roberts  recorded  in  the 
l.Iinutes  of  1880,  Dr.  Salter  writing  the  sketch.  As  a  nunber 
of  new  items  and  facts  are  brought  out  in  this  sketch,  it  is 
here  recorded  in  full  as  follows: 

"Rev.  Bennet  Roberts  was  born  at  hewtorm,  Conn.  ,  April 
24,  1800;   died  at  Toledo,  Iowa,  Feb.  6,  1880,  in  his  80th 
year,    ho  was  educated  at  Granville  Academy,  lew  York,  and 
at  the  Foreign  Mission  School  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  stu- 
died theology  with  lie  v.  Herman  Daggett,  and  was  principal 
of  that  school  several  years.    He  indulged  a  christian  hope 
in  181V.    lie  contemplated  oecoming  a  foreign  missionary,  and 
in  addition  to  other  studies  attended  medical  lectures  with 
reference  to  that  work,  but  was  hindered  from  undertaking  it 
by  an  injury  received  in  being  thrown  from  a  horse.    He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  1.1. D. ,  was  lisensed  to  preach  by  the 
Hartford  Association,  in  1826,  and  was  ordained  colleague 
paster  with  Rev.  Jacob  Herrick,  in  Durham,  Maine,  Sept.  26, 
1827,  dismissed  in  1829,  and  was  pastor  at  Perry,  Maine, 
1850-1834.    he  preached  in  Sandusky,  'Washington,  ITewton 
Falls,  and  Chester,  Ohio  in  1834-1844.     In  1837  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  assembly  of  the  rresbyterian  church, 
and  resisted  the  exscinding  acts,  which  rent  it  in  twain. 
In  1839  he  labored  as  a  missionary  agent  for  the  A.  E.LI.  S. 
in  the  vicinity  of  Larietta,  0.    his  first  field  in  Iowa, 
in  1845,  was  at  Kossuth,  where  the  Presbyterian  Church  was 
doubled  under  his  ministry,    he  organized  the  First  rres- 
byterian  Church  at  Cedar  Rapids,  with  nine  members,  in  1848. 
"hose  churches  have  grown  to  be  among  the  largest  and  most 
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prosperous  in  the  State.    His  commission  from  the  A«H,M.g5, 
in  1848,  was  to  the  Congregational  Church,  Marion,  and  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Cedar  Bapids.    His  other  fields  in  Iowa  were 
Brighton  and  Clay,  in  1852,  '<uasqueton,  in  1855,  Buckingham 
in  1865-1871 "Testchester ,  1875. 

Of  a  generous  and  self-sacrificing  nature,  he  endured 
privations,  and  did  hard  work  in  many  new  fields.    He  ~as  an 
independent  thinker,  of  active  and  inquiring  mind,  fond  of 
theological  speculation,  and  as  a  preacher,  ingenious,  fresh, 
argumentative,  sometimes  quaint,  and  fed  his  people  with 
knowledge  and  understanding.    He  was  not  a  man  to  spare  him- 
self, out  put  his  life  into  his  work,  and  his  zeal  and  earn- 
estness often  carried  him  beyond  his  means  and  strength.  He 
impoverished  himself  to  benefit  others.    At  Marion  he  quar- 
ried with  his  own  hand  the  lime  for  the  church,  and  twice 
handled  every  brick  in  the  building.    At  Buckingham  he  drew 
a  large  portion  of  the  stone  and  lumber  for  the  church  and 
contribut  :d  $200,  and  superintended  the  work.    He  ■'.Tas  one  of 
those  home  missionaries  of  -mom  the  lamented  Guernsey  said 
that  'they  came  astonishingly  near  to  living  upon  faith. ' 
He  appropriated  to  himself  the  promise:     'I  am  their  inheri- 
tance; ye  shall  give  them  no  possession  in  Israel.     I  am 
their  possession.'     Bzek.  xliv.  28. 

In  his  last  sickness  he  said:     'I  shall  not  die,  I  shall 
only  pass  over;  I  shall  soon  be  done  with  this  perishing  body.' 
When  unable  to  articulate,  he  motioned  for  pencil  and  paper 
and  wrote  'Christ.'     He  leaves  a  widow  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  17,  1675,  and  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  children 
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of  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Llaine,  and  who 
died  in  1869.     The  funeral  services  were  held  at  Trear, 
Rev.  C.  H.  Bissell  preaching  from  1  Cor.  XV:  19." 

LIr.  Roberts  was  one  of  the  ancient  worthies.    He  came 
into  the  world  away  hack  in  1800. 

'.  q  came  early  to  Iowa,  arriving  here  only  one  year  after 
the  coming  of  the  Iowa  Band. 

He  was  in  active  pastoral  service  for  a  full  half  cen- 
tury,   he  gave  us  here  in  Iowa  thirty-three  years  of  service. 
He  continued  in  his  work  until  he  was  seventy-five  and 
beyond.    he  was  aggressive,  and  did  constructive  work,  and 
brought  things  to  pass. 

The  bricks  he  handled  at  llarion  are  still  in  the  wall. 
The  building  still  stands,  though  no  longer  used  for  church 
purposes,    his  work  abides,    he  was  one  of  the  builders  of 
the  commonwealth. 
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Seventeenth  Sketch, 

GAEL  V.  HESS 

He  was  born  at  Ulingshausen,  Germany,  April  17,  181S. 
His  father  and  grand-father  -ere  teachers,  and  he  went  through 
a  course  of  training  for  the  sane  profession. 

He  taught  in  the  village  school  at  Hlinshausen,  Hesse 
Oassel,  from  lSr65  to  1847.    He  was  then  lured  to  America. 
The  enchanter  was  a  friend  and  relative  by  marriage,  Herman 
Schneider,  wfeQ  had  come  to  America  in  1850  to  escape  service 
in  the  German  army,  but  straightway  entered  the  American 
service  and  had  a  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  Tar.     This  brought 
him  to  northeastern  Iowa  -..here  later  he  settled  on  a  farm. 
He  wrote  back  to  Germany  such  glowing  accounts  of  the  op- 
portunities of  America  in  the  new  west ,  that  the  Hess  fa- 
mily and  others,  seventeen  in  all,  resolved  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  the  new  land.    This  was  in  1847.    The  party  made 
their  way  down  the  T.'eser  Paver  to  Hamburg;  thence  on  a 
sailing  vessel  to  Hew  Orleans,  being  seven  weeks  at  sea. 
They  came  up  the  river  on  a  steamer,  and  landed  at  McGre- 
gor.   Llr.  mess's  first  hoijie  in  the  new  world  was  at  G-iard 
in  Clayton  Oounty. 

He  had  been  married  the  second  time,  and  there  '..•ere 
three  children. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  many  hardships  awaited  these 
newcomers  in  the  new  country  where  deer,  bears,  and  wolves, 
and  Indians  were  still  in  evidence.    Everything,  including 
church  and  school  privileges,  were  in  primitive  conditions. 
Llr.  Hess,  of  course,  attached  himself  to  the  soil  -  almost 
everybody  did  that  -  but  there  was  soon  demand  for  him  as  a 
teacher. 
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On  a  memorable  day  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  this 
little  German  band,  a  German  missionary  came  to  the  settle- 
ment, in  the  person  of  Peter  ZLeury.    What  a  relief  and  Joy 
he  brought  to  the  hearts  of  this  people  I    And  he  at  once, 
not  literally,  but  in  heart  and  purpose,  ordained  Mr.  Eess 
to  home  missionary  work  in  Clayton  County. 

In  the  old  Country  LIr.  Hess  belonged  to  the  State  Church, 
but  he  had  an  experience  of  evangelical  religion,  and  he 
was  by  his  fellow  students  dubbed  "She  pious  Luther." 

Hiw  wife,  before  her  marriage  came  under  the  influence 
of  an  evangelical  preacher,  and  an  evangelical  movement  in 
the  home  of  her  childhood;  and  other  members  of  the  Clayton 
County  German  band  had  come  out  into  the  freedom  of  the 
evangelical  faith  and  experience;  and  they  were  all  ripe 
for  the  German  Congregational  movement  which  had  been  intro- 
duced by  My,  Fleury  at  Lubuque,  Sher rill's  Hound,  etc.,  in 
1846. 

Mr«  Floury  records  the  introduction  of  Brother  Hess  to 
the  Congregational  missionary  work  as  follows: 

"In  the  last  quarter  I  have  been  twice  to  Garnavillo, 
in  Clayton  County,  where  I  organized  a  small  church  consis- 
ting of  six  members,  called  the  German  Evangelical  Church 
of  Garnavillo.     They  have  adopted  the  same  church  consti- 
tution we  have  in  Dubunue .    They  have  also  joined  the 
Congregational  Association* 

Although  this  church  is  very  small,  it  promises  fair 
to  be  a  great  blessing  for  the  Germans  around.     The  few 
members  are  all  decided  believers  and  followers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 


304 

One  of  then  (Carl  7.  Eess)  a  schoolmaster,  possessing  child- 
like faith,  and  a  deep,  experimental  knowledge  of  the  word 
of  God,  has  enjoyed  a  good  education,  and  has  great  talent 
for  teaching.    He  lias  been  years  a  teacher  in  Europe,  has 
brought  good  testimonials  from  school  committees  and  the 
government  respecting  his  work  and  character.    He  conducted 
a  prayer  meeting  before  the  formation  of  the  church,  and 
does  so  still.    At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  he 
presented  himself  to  undergo  an  examination  in  order  to  get 
a  license  to  preach  the  Gospel.    The  examination  turned  out 
to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  Association,  and  a  li- 
cense was  unanimously  granted.    He  now  preaches  in  two 
different  places  in  Slay ton  county,  and  as  soon  as  he  can 
afford  to  purchase  a  horse  he  '"ill  occasionally  preach 
in  other  neighboring  settlements." 
The  Hew  York  secretaries  add: 

"This  gentleman  has  been  appointed  a  missionary  to  the 
Germans  in  Clayton  county,  on  the  full  recommendation  of 
the  ministers  in  that  region." 

The  first  commission  for  this  new  missionary  is  dated 
Hay  22,  1842,"  and  the  fields  designated  are  "farmer sburg, 
Garnavillo,  and  Guttenburg.  " 

In  these  fields,  with  other  stations  in  Clayton  County 
he  labored  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1855. 

So  far  as  I  can  discover,  there  was  but  one  of  his 
reports  published  during  the  eight  years  of  his  service. 
'2h±s  one  report  (February  '51)  is  very  brief,  and  is  as 
follows: 

"I  had  a  good  time  in  my  church  at  Farmershurg ,  when 
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three  woman  professed  conversion.  Che  first  convert  relate 
to,  us  the  process  of  her  conversion  as  follows: 

1 1  had  long  ago  felt  in  my  heart ,  that  I  was  the  great 
est  sinner  in  the  world.     I  thought  that  the  crucified 
Savior  could  certainly  become  a  Saviour  for  every  one  but 
for  me;  and  at  last,  I  lost  all  my  desire  to  seek  for  hea- 
ven any  further;  nay,  I  even  thought  it  "better  not  to  have 
a  Saviour.    But  I  was  not  left  in  this  stupidity.  There 
were  seasons  in  whleii  I  felt  myself  drawn  towards  Him  a- 
new.     I  then  began  diligently  to  pray  again;  so  I  got  soft 
rest  in  ray  heart,  and  since  that  time  I  have  been  firmly 
convinced,  that  I  had  obtained  forgiveness  of  all  my  sins. 
After  that,  the  word  of  G-od  was  closer  and  sweeter,  and  it 
is  my  -;:hole  will  now,  to  love  the  Savior  and  to  follow  Him. 

"The  second  convert  related  to  us,  as  follows:     'I  was 
formerly  very  covetous.     I  greatly  felt  the  misery  of  my 
sins  and  prayed  to  the  Lord  for  forgiveness.    A  whole  week, 
I  had  cried  in  prayer;  but  I  felt  still  the  same  unquiet- 
ness,  and  I  was  tempted  to  give  up  my  hope,    When  the  Bun- 
day  came  again,  in  the  evening,  after  I  came  out  of  the 
meeting,  I  felt  impelled  to  cry  again  to  God  for  help;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  Lord  heard  my  prayer  and  gave  peace 
to  my  heart,  and  made  me  so  full  of  :'oy,  that  1  did  glorify 
G-od  the  whole  night.1 

"The  last  convert  was  greatly  distressed.     She  7,*as 
near  to  despair.    Satan  even  tempted  her  to  self  murder; 
but  the  grace  of  C-od  took  care  of  her,  that  she  should  not 
yield  to  the  temptation,    Though  she  has  not  yet  attained 
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the  joy  of  assurance,  yet  she  is  convinced  that  the  Saviour 
has  cone  for  her  also.    May  the  Lord,  give  me  like  joy  in 
relation  to  the  places  where  I  preach." 

Brother  Hess'   death  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  1856, 
in  the  following  sentence:     "A  faithful  minister,  Carl  7. 
Hess,  has  been  removed  by  death  from  his  beloved  people, 
the  German  church  at  ^armersburg. " 

Eis  youngest  son,  Hev.  Carl  Hess,  leaves  this  record 
of  his  father's  last  hours:     "It  has  been  said  of  my  father's 
death  by  those  who  witnessed  it,  that  it  was  one  of  the 
sweetest,  most  blessed,  they  ever  beheld.    He  was  conscious 
to  the  last,  spoke  lovingly  and  comfortingly  to  his  dear  ones 
and  friends,    his  last  act  7/as  to  give  a  parting  blessing  to 
the  children,  one  by  one,  as  they  came  to  his  bedside;  and 
lastly,  he  called  for  his  infant  son  (myself)  then  only  six 
weeks  old,  and  then  and  there  he  blessed  me  and  expressed  a 
desire  that  I  might  become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  This 
last  act  and  expressed  desire  of  my  dying  father  was  more  the 
cause  of  my  becoming  a  minister  than  any  other  circumstance 
in  my  life." 

Through  these  records  we  get  a  little  glimpse  at  the 
portrait  Oar.  7.  Hess  -  father  of  Henry  and  Carl.    Ee  is 
a  typieal  German  of  the  evangelical  type.    He  is  a  beautiful 
character,    his  piety  is  simple,  sweet,  unaffected,  genuine, 
all-inclusive.     I  never  saw  the  father  in  the  flesh,  but  I 
have  often  seen  him  in  the  spirit,  in  the  spirit  of  his  sons 
and  daughters.     German  piety  at  its  best,  as  exemplified  in 
Carl  I0  Eess,  is  about  the  perfection  of  spiritual  loveliness. 
Thanhs  be  to  God  for  this  first  German  missionary  of  Clayton 
County,  Carl  7.  Hess. 
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Eighteenth  Sketch, 

ALEXANDER  B.  DILL3Y 

He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Polly  (Burritt)  Dilley, 
and  was  "born  at  hanover,  Pennsylvania,  Maroh  17,  1819.  lie 
graduated  from  William  Oollege  in  1845  and  from  Onion 
Theological  Seminary  in  1848. 

lie  followed  Ripley  of  the  Iowa  Band  as  pastor  at  Ben- 
tonsport,  beginning  there  January  1,  1849.    he  was  commis- 
sioned  also  for  Bonaparte  and  the  Little  Cedar  Church.  He 
was  ordained  at  Yentonsport  in  January,  1850.    He  continued 
in  this  pastorate  for  three  years,  but  there  is  no  record  of 
his  work  in  the  home  I.Iissionary  or  any  of  our  Congregational 
annals . 

From  1852  to  1853  he  was  at  Bangor,  New  York.     In  1864-5 
he  was  chaplain  of  the  106th  New  York  Regiment.    2hen  he  had 
a  pastorate  of  six  years  ('go-' 73)  at  Rodman,  Few  York.  From 
'73  to  '75  he  supplied  at  Burrsviile  and  Philadelphia,  New 
Yorl:  residing  at  Wat ©rt  own. 

:e  also  served  the  church  at  Creene,  lew  York,   '75-' 78; 
and  Candor,   '78-' 84. 

Ee  then  went  south,  serving  the  churches  of  Malabar  and 
Lake  Yorth  (Palm  Beach)  from  1884  to  1890^ 

For  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  his  residence  was 
at  Denver,  Colorado.    He  died  of  pneumonia,  September  E9 ,  189 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  and  si::  months. 

he  was  married  June  25,  1849,  to  I.Iary  Anne  Mann-,  of 
Yestville,  Yew  York.     Of  the  six  children,  five  were  living 
at  the  time  of  the  father's  death. 
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I  know  too  little  of  the  man  to  attempt  any  characteri- 
zation. He  was  in  the  Iowa  service  only  three  years,  out  v;e 
are  glad  to  give  him  this  little  paragraph. 

After  writing  this  sketch  I  got  into  communication  with 
Charles  E»  Dille^  ,  counsellor  at  law  in  lew  York  City.  I?rom 
his  communication  I  copy  the  fell  Owing: 

"He  graduated  from  'Tillimms  College  and  Union  Theolo- 
gical Seminary.    Directly  after  his  marriage,  in  1849,  he 
Went  to  I  ova.    After  two  years  of  work  there  he  returned  "go 
Hew  York  state  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  my  mother; 
located  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Bangor,  LI.  Y.  ,  was  chap- 
lain of  the  106th  Hew  York  Regiment  in  the  Civil  War,  later 
was  pastor  at  Rodman,  '.Tatertown,  Greene,  and  Candor.  Later 
he  was  in  Florida  doing  missionary  work.    About  the  year 
1890  he  retired  from  active  work;  went  to  Denver,  and  re- 
mained there  with  my  sister,  helen  a.  Dilley,  until  his 
death  in  1895,  leaving  my  mother,  four  daughters,  and  one 
son  surviving. 

"Physically  he  was  of  slender  "build,  about  five  feet 
eight  inches  tall,  gray  eyes,  nervous  temperament,  active, 
and  energetic.    Mentally  he  was  a  student,  a  close  and  accu- 
rate thinker,  logical,  liberal  and  independent  in  his  own 

opinions,  and  tolerant  of  those  of  others.    As  I  remember 
» 

his  preaehing,  he  had  a  pleasant  voice,  an  easy,  graceful 
pulpit  style,  at  times  when  warming  to  his  subject  becoming 
eloruent,  but  never  over-loud  or  thundering  in  tone.  1 
should  say  he  was  eminently  a  scholar,  yet  able  to  reach  and 
appeal  to  the  less  intelligent  of  his  congregation,  his 
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broad,  kindly ,  human  sympathy,  combined  with  personal  mo- 
desty and  amiable  social  qualities  endeared  him  to  all  who 
knew  him  -Tell.    Although  superior  in  natural  endowment  and 
in  attainment  to  the  majority  of  his  contemporaries  engaged 
in  like  worh,  he  was  never  dictatorial,  succeeding  rather 
by  means  of  gentle  persuasion  than  by  forcible  aggressiveness. 

In  his  devotion  to  ;:is  calling  ;:e  remained  unaffected 
by  -one  attractions  of  high  positions,  so-called,  whieh  jie 
Was  undoubtedly  well  qualified  to  fill,  and  found  his  re- 
ward in  oeacning  the  doctrines  of  his  religion  for  the  most 
part  to  the  simple,  common  people.    Ee  was  particularly 
happy  and  fortunate  in  his  domestic  relations." 


310 

Nineteenth  Sketch, 

ALPiih  I.1ILUSR  SASTLIAIT 

Records  of  his  early  life  -  place  and  date  of  his  birth, 
his  education,  etc.,  -  are  not  at  hand.    Ee  came  to  iowa  in 
January  of  1849,  his  commission  for  Monona  dating  from  the 
fifteenth  of  this  month. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  that  a  church  was  organ- 
ized at  Monona  in  August  of  1847.     The  church  first  appears 
in  the  Minutes  of  1050,  with  a  membership  of  sixteen,  and 
A«  1.1.  Eastman  pastor. 

The  first  report  from  this  field  is  published  in  the 
September  issue  of  the  home  Missionary  for  1850,  and  is  as 
follows : 

"It  is  now  one  year  since  I  came  here,  and  in  making  my 
last  report ,  it  seems  appropriate  to  take  a  short  review  of 
the  year.     I  came  here  knowing  nothing  of  the  place.     I  was 
asked  how  I  knew  whether  I  should  like  it;   I  remarked,  that 
I  expected  to  like  it,  of  course,  if  I  was  needed  to  labor 
here.     I  had  laid  myself  upon  the  altar  to  go  "here  I  —as 
needed,  or  -.  here  I  could  he  useful.     But  after  I  had  "been 
here  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  ^udge  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  I  became  almost  disheartened.    The  church  having 
no  good  influence  over  the  world;  drinking  almost  universal; 
the  oaooath  very  little  respected  even  by  the  church.    I  or- 
ganized a  Sabbath  school  which  we  sustained  till  -"inter  set 
in.     I  found  it  difficult  to  procure  faithful  teachers  and 
as  I  was  often  absent,  the  shhool  suffered.     On  the  whole, 
I  thought  the  field  a  most  unpromising  one. 

"At  the  end  of  the  year  I  look  back  and  ask,  That  has 
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"been  done?    I'irst ,  in  regard  to  temperance.    Then,  the  barrel 
of  whiskey  at  the  village  was  often  visited,  and  the  congre- 
gation at  the  grog-shop  was  often  larger  than  at  the  house  of 
worship.     It  is  now  some  months  since  a  drop  could  be  obtained 
there.     Our  Sabbaths  are  nor:  much  more  quiet. 

"I  came  here  a  stranger,  I  am  nor;  familiarly  acquanited 
with  all,  and  I  trust  I  have  the  confidence  of  every  one. 
At  some  of  my  appointments,  the  house  is  crowded.    At  my 
central  point,  since  last  fall  we  have  been  obliged  to  meet 
in  private  houses,  which  has  diminished  our  aiidiences.  "e 
have  now  a  prospect  that  in  a  few  weeks  we  shall  have  a  spa- 
cious sehoolhouse  ready  for  our  use.     I  think  that  then  the 
attendance  on  worship  v.-ill  bo  much  increased.     I  have  been 
asked  several  times  By  persons  not  connected  with  any  church, 
if  an  attempt  could  not  be  made  to  erect  a  house  of  worship. 

"T2ie  Sabbath  school  is  as  prosperous  as  we  could  ezpect. 
-he  church  has  increased  somewhat,  and  we  have  a  prospect  of 
some  half  dozen  additions  this  summer.  I  think  it  is  coming 
into  a  little  better  state,  yet  not  where  I  wish  to  see  it  by 
any  means.  I  have  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  sustain 
a  prayer  meetings;  I  therefore  choose  to  hold  it  in  families 
where  I  visit.     r-i;he  members  are  miles  from  each  other. 

"On  the  "Thole ,  I  think  I  have  some  encouragement  to  la- 
bor on  if  it  should  be.  the  will  of  your  Society  to  continue 
mo  here.     I  feci  this  to  be  an  important  field,  and  if  the 
ground  is  ever  cultivated  it  must  be  done  through  your  in- 
strumentality.    Immigrants  are  pouring  in  earlier  and  more 
numerous  than  last  year.     On  one  farm  which  I  visited  a  few 
days  since,  I  found  four  families,  with  eleven  children 
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living  in  tiro  cabins ,  a  smoke-house  and  a  temporary  shanty 
mad  v;ith  boards  at  the  end  of  the  smoke-house.     Thus  are  the 
settlers  crowding  in,  and  who  shall  break  unto  them  the  bread 
of  life,  unless  your  Society  comes  to  the  rescue? 

"One  skeptic  has  lately  found  himself  without  foundation. 
I  left  'Mathew  Hale  Smith1  at  his  house;  he  has  read  it,  and 
called  for  the  'Oause  and  Cure'  which  he  refused  a  feu  weeks 
before.     I  hope  others  may  follow  his  example." 

In  January  1852  a  second  short  report  appears,  in  which 
the  missionary  writes: 

"V.Te  have  as  yet  experienced  no  showers  of  divine  grace, 
but  I  think  there  is  essential  advancement.     Our  school-house 
which  is  large,  is  often  crowded.    Last  year,  one  half  of  the 
seats  would  have  been  sufficient.    The  Sabbath  is  more  res- 
pected.    The  people  seem  to  "chink  thatperhaps  it  is  better  to 
go  to  meeting  than  to  spend  the  day  in  hunting  etc.,  my  ap- 
pointments have  all  been  attended  to  here,  and  ±  have  been 
able  to  meet  all  my  engagements  abroad  but  two.     I  no:?  visit 
settlements  onthe  north  of  the  upper  Iowa  River,  the  farthest 
point  forty  miles  distant . 

"Our  Sabbatli  school  has  not  been  as  prosperous  as  it  would 
have  been  could  I  have  been  here  all  the  time,  yet  I  think 
good  has  been  done.     We  have  new  books,  which  ::ave  excited 
new  interest.    Another  season  there  will  be  a  numoer  of 
schools  sustained  on  this  field." 

These  T.'ere  the  only  reports  from  this  field.    Mr*  East- 
man left  at  the  end  of  his  third  year.     In  these  three  years 
the  church  had  dwindled  down  from  sixteen  to  nine  members, 
-..is  particular  organization  organized  entirely  in  1853,  but 
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continues  to  this  day. 

In  July  of  185£  Mr.  Eastman  was  commissioned,  for  Jeffer- 
son and  Jlinton,  down  in  the  Denmark  Association,  and  from 
this  field  (October  '55),  he  makes  the  following  report: 

"I  informed  you,  in  my  last,  that  a  meeting,  of  some 
days,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  brother  Leonard,  had  pro- 
duced some  effect,    ihese  results  are  still  exhibiting  them- 
selves in  the  increased  activity  of  the  church.    Last  year 
there  were  two  Sabbath  schools  on  my  field;  this  year  there 
are  four.    Two  of  them  are  in  neighborhoods  where  there  never 
was  a  Sabbath  school  before.    Commendable  zeal  has  been  ex- 
hibited in  raising  money  for  books.    Prayer  meetings  have 
been  sustained  in  two  localities. 

"We  have  had  a  fine  opportunity,  this  spring,  to  test  the 
temperance  strenght  of  the  place,    a  western  grocery  has  been 
started.     Two  men  ;.ave  formed  a  company  to  deal  out  the  poi- 
sonous drugs  in  connection  with  family  groceries,     xhey  as- 
sured some  citizens    that  they  should  sell  for  medicine  only; 
whey  told  others,  that  no  one  should  ever  get  drunk  from 
their  establishment ;  but  the  public,  not  having  confidence 
in  their  promises,  have  let  them  alone  so  thoroughly  that 
they  will  have  to  move  their  store,  not  being  able  to  sell 
their  sugar  and  coffee. 

"Sabbath  worship  has  been  maintained  as  usual  and  l  think 
there  is  a  growing  observance  of  the  day.     Temperance  prin- 
ciples are  certainly  in  the  ascendant,  and  increasingly  so. 
Tie  shall  be  prepared,  in  this  section,  to  give  the  Maine  law 
as  large  a  majority  as  they  have  in  Michigan. 
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"The  church  lias  not  increased  much  in  consequence  of  the 
meeting.     Two,  only,  a  nan  and  wife,  Lave  joined.    But  even 
this,  in  our  weak  state,  is  a  great  encouragement.     "e  have 
a  new  family  altar  erected;  a  new  one  to  help  in  our  meetings 
and  Sabbath  school." 

There  is  no  record  of  a  second  commission  from  this  field, 
and  after  this  year  Mr*  Eastman's  name  does  not  appear  in 
the  hinutes,  and  it  disappears  from  the  Congregational  Quart- 
erly.   There  is  no  record  of  his  death,  either  in  the  Min- 
utes or  in  the  .uarterly. 

Through  the  Some  missionary,  however,  we  get  one  more 
little  peep  at  Brother  Eastman.  In  June  of  1854,  Brother 
E.  A.  0.  '.Toods,  of  "apello,  refers  to  Brother  Eastman  in 
the  following  language: 

,r.7e  have  an  excellent  academy  in  operation  under  the 
care  of  _.ev.  A*  ....  Eastman,  a  former  missionary  of  your 
Society.     Cur  public  school  is  a  very  good  one,  but  suffers 
greatly  for  want  of  proper  rooms.  ' 

In  the  same  communication,  Mr.   Toods,  referring  to  the 
Sunday  School  as  composed  of  all  denominations,  says: 

"Cur  excellent  superintendent,  xtev.  Mr.  Eastman  has 
been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  and  sustain  this 
school;  and  he  has,  through  Cod's  blessing,  succeeded  v/ell." 

There  is  too  scant  a  record  of  tr.is  brother  to  show  what 
sort  of  a  man  he  *vas .    evidently  he  was  not  a  Bather  Turner, 
or  a  William  Salter,  or  a  John  Besley  Bindsor.    Fo  doubt  he 
did  what  he  could;  and  we  gladly  give  him    this  little  space 
in  the  annals  of  Congregational  Iowa. 
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iu»7ent i e t h  Sketch, 

J.  B.  1IAD0ULSE . 

Here  is  another  man  "Without  pedigree  or  posterity,  so 
far  as  our  records  are  concerned.    He  is  evidently  of  German 
or  perhaps  1  ranco- German  extraction. 

He  appears  at  Dubuque  according  to  Julins  a.  Heed,  in 
January  1849. 

His  commission  for  German  work  in  Dubuque  and  vicinity, 
is  Sated  October  15,  of  this  year,  1849. 

He  took  up  the  work  which  had  been  well  begun  by  reter 
?leury.    He  found  a  church  of  sixty-eight  members.  During 
the  first  year,  thirty- two  were  added  and  the  church  then 
numbered  ninety  three.    Jut  in  the  second  year,  nineteen  were 
dismissed  and  "che  membership  dropped  to  seventy-nine. 

His  first  published  report  from  this  field  may  be  found 
in  the  September  issue  of  1850  and-  is  as  follows: 

"Since  my  last  report,  I  have  been  enabled  to  preach 
twice  on  every  Sabbath,  once  here  and  once  at  the  neighboring 
stations,  except  on  one  Sabbath,  which  I  spent  in  visiting 
and  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  German  people,  at  Jrlatteville 
and  Hazel  Green,  'Vis.    i'hey  are  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd, 
and  desire  heartily  to  obtain  a  minister  there.     Cur  weekly 
meetings  are  well  attended.    At  every  station,  an  elder  is  in- 
structed to  keep  the  people  occupied  on  the  Sabbath  when  I 
am  absent,  and  to  lead  them  in  prayers. 

"In  the  Trench  settlement,  I  have  orgainized  a  church  of 
15  members,  which  was  recieved  at  our  last  meeting  of  the 
Association. 

"Our  number  is  not  yet  increased,  several  families  have 
come  in  town,  most  of  them  Roman  Gatholics,  a  few  rrotestants 
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but  none  of  them  have  yet  joined  the  church." 

In  the  Minute g  of  1851  there  is  published,  a  report  v.-ritten 
by  Lr.  Ma&oulet  and  Dr.  holbrook,  on  "Supplying  our  German  ?Or 
pulation  with  the  Lleans  of  Grace. "    The  report  is  in  part  as 
f  ollov/s: 

"The  number  of  Germans  in  this  State  is  known  to  be  al- 
ready very  great,  and  rapidly  increasing.    0  f  this  population 
but  a  small  proportion  are  believed  to  be  _\oman  Catholics,  the 
great  majority  having  emigrated  from  the  Protestant  German 
countries  of  3urppe.    But  although  they  are  mostly  Protestants, 
but  few  are  evangelical  christians,  the  great  mass  oeing 
formalists  and  hationalists ,  and  not  a  few  avowed  Infidels. 
L'or  are  there  many  churches  organized  among  them.  ZJvangelical 
ministers  are  extremely  rare  among  their  few  professed  reli- 
gious teachers,  while  the  advocates  of  Infidelity  are  numer- 
ous and  active.    3ut  how  shall  they  be  reacned  and  brought 
under  the  pov;er  of  the  gospel?    It  must  be  done. 

"First,  by  sustaining  among  them  as  far  as  possible  an 
educated  evangelical  ministry,    for  this  purpose  our  eccle- 
siastical bodies  shall  organize  churches  among  their  country- 
men in  accordance  with  our  oim  system  of  po  lity,  to  which, 
as  v;ell  as  to  those  already  organized,  they  shall  break  the 
bread  Of  life,  supported  in  part  by  the  funds  of  our  mission- 
ary societies. 

"But  while  every  effort  should  be  made  to  furnish  the 
German  people  with  a  competent  ministry,  it  is  certain  that 
it  cannot  be  at  present  done,  from  want  of  men  qualified  by 
piety  and  education  for  the  work. 

"As  the  only  resort  then,  the  Committee  would  suggest  the 
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plan  of  searching  out  and  employing  a  corps  of  Lay  Preachers 
to  labor  among  the  Jerman  population  of  the  neighborhoods  in 
which  they  respectively  reside,  and  who  while  not  given  exclu- 
sively to  the  work  of  preaching  the  G-ospel,  shall  devote  suf- 
ficient time  to  study  to  render  themselves  useful  and  edifying 
in  their  labors,    "hey  should  be  remunerated  for  the  portion 
of  time  employed  in  those  labors,  'working1  in  the  mean  time 
'with  their  own  hands,'  as  did  Paul,  to  secure  the  remainder 
of  their  support. 

"As  to  the  provision  for  their  pecuniary  compensation, 
it  is  recommended  that  a  committee  be  annually  chosen  by 
this  Association  to  be  called  'The  Commit^uee  on  ^erman  Mis- 
sions, '  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  commission  such  persons  for 
this  service  as  shall  be  recommended,  after  due  examination, 

by  the  local  Associations,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  to  each,  drawing  on  the  trea- 
sury for  the  amount. 

"The  Committee  in  conclusion  would  earnestly  press  this 
subject  upon  the  attention  of  the  Association.    The  German 
immigration  to  this  country  is  immense,  and  the  tide  is 
swelling  that  rolls  in  upon  us,  drifting  to  our  shores  an 
incalculable  amount  of  infidelity,  superstition  and  error, 
which  threatens  to  lay  waste  and  destroy  our  institutions. 
Tens  of  thousands,  soon  to  be  increased  to  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, of  this  class  of  foreigners  reach  our  land  annually 
and  form  a  very  important  and  influential  element  of  our 
T.'estern  population.    They  cannot  be  overlooked  and  neglected 
in  our  plans  of  evangelization  without  the  most  dangerous 
results.     The  G-ermans  must  be  evangelised,  and  that  too  by 
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foresee  untold  evils  flowing  from  their  association  with  us; 
while  if  evangelized,  they  '"ill  form  a  most  valuable  consti- 
tuent part  of  our  population." 

There  is  another  brief  report  from  Mr.  lladoulet,  publish- 
ed in  February  1852,  as  follows: 

"There  has  been  much  opposition  from  without,  and  but 
little  spirituality  within  the  church.     It  is,  however,  an 
important  point,  and  a  place  where  a  faithful  church  and 
minister  can  exert  an  influence  on  the  Germans  around.  The 
church  at  Sherrold's  i.iound  affords  considerable  encourage- 
ment; and  the  French  church  is  quite  interesting.    The  Ger- 
man settlement  at  Eete  Des  i.-orts,  I  think  will  afford  also 
a  good  preaching  point ,  and  a  church  of  upwards  of  twenty 
evangelical  members  can  be  gathered  there,  and  a  house  of 
worship  built.    I  am  paying  attention  to  English  as  much  as 
I  can,  and  I  hope  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  more,  to  be 
able  t.Q  preach  some  in  the  small  settlements  to  the  Americans, 
and  by  combining  labors  in  both  languages,  do  more  good.!T 

This  is  Mr*  Liadoulet's  last  report.    His  name  is  in  the 
list  of  ministers  attending  the  meeting  of  the  General  asso- 
ciation held  in  June  of  this  year  at  Muscatine,  and  then  it 
disappears  forever.     xhe  Minutes  of  the  same  year  show  a 
new  man  in  this  German  field.     ..here  is  not  the  least  hint 
of  what  became  of  Mr«  iladoulet.    rerhaps  he  returned  to  the 
Fatherland.    Possibly  he  went  to  some  other  denomination  - 
Lutheran,  Jutch  Reformed,  or  rresbyterian.     So  far  as  Congre- 
gational iowa  is  concerned,  this  meeting  of  the  Association 
at  luuscatine  in  June  of  '52  ends  his  career. 
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Fo  doubt  he  did  good  service  during  the  three  years  he 
was  here.     Evidently  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  native 
ability  and  education,     his  fields  were  Dubuque,  French  set- 
tlement, and  Sherrold's  hound,    ho  doubt  he  helped  at  least 
a  little  in  the  establishing  of  these  churches  and  in  the 
general  j-erman  work  of  the  State.    His  work  was  evidently 
appreciated  by    his  brethren  of  the  English  churches. 

'.7ith  gratitude  of  heart  we  give  this  little  space  to  a 
little  record  of  a  man  who  did  at  least  a  little  in  the 
making  of  the  commonwealth. 


Twenty-first  Sketch, 

FREDERICK  AL3XANB3R  ARMSTRONG 

:.e  ima  the  son  of  Clinton  and  Lucy  (Rogers)  Armstrong, 
and  was  born  at  Hew  rrovidence ,  Iiawkins  County,  Bast  'Tennes- 
see ,  July  4 ,  1819. 

He  studied  at  i.icl.iinn's  academy,  ohe  university  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Lane  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  graduated  in  1848. 
He  was  licensed  by  the  Cincinnati  Association  June  16  of  this 
year,  1848;  carae  to  Iowa  in  1849,  and  Liay  first  of  this  year 
"began  laboring  at  Sentonsport ,  ^onaparte  and  little  Cedar, 
and  was  ordained  at  ^entonsport ,  January  26,  1850. 

Bq  was  only  a  year  in  this  field.    May  1,  1850,  he  was 
commissioned  for  Clay  and  Brighton,  and  from  this  field  re- 
ports November  1,  1850  as  follows: 

"I  preach  at  Clay  on  the  Sabbath  at  11,  and  in  Brighton 
and  a  t  a  school  house  about  one  mile  from  3.  on  alternate 
Sabbath  afternoons,    -efore  corn-union,  we  have  extra  meetings. 
I'here  are  Tour  sabbath  schools ,  in  a  great  measure  sustained 
by  the  church  in  Slay,  for  which  we  have  recently  procured 
books;  two  of  them  it  is  my  plan  to  attend  each  Sabbath,  when 
I  have  the  strength  necessary.     I  have  charge  of  a  large  and 
increasing  ^i'ule  class,  and  we  have  ^.ible  classes,  at  present, 
also,  in  connection  with  our  weakly  prayer  meetings  for  the 
church.    Temale  prayer  meetings  are  kept  up  in  addition  to 
this.      .e  have  organised  a  benevolent  and  i..utual  Improvement 
Society,  which  we  have  hope  ..ill  do  good,    besides  the  three 
already  mentioned,  I  have  two  other  preaching  points,  for  the 
week.    At  one  of  them  they  would  be  very  glad  to  have  preach- 
ing on  the  Sabbath. 
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five  -  three  on  profession,    .^t  ^righton,  at  least  throe  by- 
letter . u 

In  July  of  1851  there  is  another  report  from  Clay  and 
Brighton  as  follows: 

".at  our  last  communion  at  Clay  ,  ten  were  added  to  the 
church,  eight  on  profession.    L'he  attendance  at  and  near 
Brighton  and  at  Richland  has  been  very  good,  but  amid  the 
many  cross  currents  there  have  not  been  the  same  visible 
results;  yet  several,  I  trust,  have  become  the  children  of 
Sod,  vrho  have  nox  yet  united  with  any  church, 

"To  bear  witness  to  the  truth,  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
the  most  soul-satisfying,  the  most  blessed  of  all  engagements. 
Sometime  since  I  v.ras  almost  brought;  ~co  wish  every  day  were  & 
~abbath;  but  the  Lord  has  made  every  thing  good  in  its  season. 
I  have  been  brought  to  realize  more  and  more  the  importance 
of  the  right  kind  of  pastoral  labor.    i-Ow  else  can  such  a 
restless,  roving  mass  of  mind  be  brought  to  settle?" 

In  September  of  this  year,  he  closed  his  work:  in  Iov;a, 
and  moved  over  into  Illinois,  locating  at  Ontario,  and  Victoria 
laboring  there  under  a  commission  of  the  A.H.li.S.    PSojn  1853 
to  1857  he  wits  city  missionary  in  St.  Louis,  hissouri,  then, 
from  [Jbi  to  '68  he  was  pastor  at  J- re  .nville ,  Illinois  (a  few 
miles  from  my  birth  place.)     In  1860  he  was  at  St.  Louis  again; 
'ol-'oS  at  Sandovel,  Illinois;  then,   '65-' 66  at  Dallas;  in 
'67  at  x-ittsf ield;    '68- '69  at  Cahvood  and  Hamilton.     In  1870 
he  v;as  bach  in  Missouri*  located  at  pleasant  ..ill.  Jrom 
here  he  writes; 

"I  found  the  little  church  here  in  rather  a  discouraged 
condition,  without  preaching,  far  outnumbered  by  other 
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churches ,  drawing  from  this  congregation  and  Sabbath  school 
till  they  presented  but  a  feeble  appearance.    Now  all  looks 
brighter.    The  Sabbath  school  is  decidedly  stronger;  regular 
services  are  kept  up  morning  and  evening  with  fair  attendance, 
having  planted  our  artillery,  we  intend,  the  ^.ord  willing,  to 
keep  firing  until  a  breach  is  made.      e  have  organized  the 
members  of  the  church. and  some  of  ius  friends  into  seven  com- 
mittees:    1.     *o  welcome  and  introduce  strangers,  and  secure 
names  and  residence  for  the  pastor's  list;     2.     3f©  look  afterm 
relieve  and  report  cases  of  sickness,  etc.:     3.    On  music:  4. 
On  social  gatherings:     5.     on  missionary  work:     6.    On  church 
improvement:     ffi.    On  Sabbath  school  visitation.    These  eom- 
mittees  are  appointed  for  three  months ,  and  rexjort  monthly. 
Je  are  to  take  up  collections  for  the  six  objects  recommended 
by  the  general  association,  and  once  in  two  months  a  collec- 
tion to  defray  incidental  expenses,  and,  if  possible,  gene- 
rate a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  church  debt. 

tTA  member,  well  acquainted  with  the  management  of  bees, 
proposes  to  take  care,  free  of  charge,  of  all  that  may  be 
committed  to  him,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.     .Then  this 
church  debt  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  paid,  one  stumbling- 
block  will  be  removed.     I  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  yet 
for  the  benefit  of  the  freedmen,  but  hope  in  coming  months 
to  be  able  to   \o  more." 

Again  in  December  of  1870  he  reports,  telling  especially 
of  his  work  among  the  colored  people,  as  follows: 

"I  have  been  encouraged  by  the  reports  from  the  little 
churches  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association.  In  one  aspect 
it  did  seem  a  small  business,  ministering  to  such  little 
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flocks,  but  when  we  remember  how  wide  has  been  the  influence 

0  f  the  little  church  at  Scrooby,  it  puts  a  new  fa.ce  on  the 
whole  thing.     I  finished  the  proposed  course  of  twenty-four 
lessons  to  my  colored  Bible  class,  and  then  invited,  through 
the  papers,  all  interested  in  the  solution  of  the  problem, 
fKow  to  teach  large  classes  to  read  the  Bible  in  the  short- 
est possible  time,1     to  meet  at  the  church  on  Monday  evening. 

1  ".ranted  to  stir  up  the  other  churches  to  help  them.  We  had 
an  unusually  large  attendance;  most,  however,  were  freedmen. 
After  hearing  the  class  read  and  sing  for  an  hour  or  more , 

a  _resbyterian  brother  came  forward,  and  said  that  he  con- 
sidered it  a  marked  success ,  and  that  it  was  a  great  pity 
the  work  could  not  be  continued.    i-is'son  said  that  he  felt 
that  his  sufferings  in  the  army  had  not  been  in  vain.  A 
large  majority  of  the  community  were  either  secessionists 
or  sympathizers  -..1th  the  rebellion;  yet,  many  of  them  will 
say,  for  substance,  'Poor  creatures,  somebody  ought  to 
help  them. 1 

"Oh,  that  a  few  good  families  would  come  too  our  aid,  for 
we  are  but  a  feeble  band.  rfhis  beautiful  country  belongs  to 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  should  oe  taken  possession  of  for 
him. !' 

?rom  1672  %o  1074,  he  is  Oswego,  llansas.  Tfxqm  this  field 
he  reports  in  -'ebruary  of  '72  as  follows: 

"Your,  letters  have  reached  us,  and  what  shall  we  say? 
rJe  felt  assured  that  at  some  time  our  Lord  would  send  us 
help  through  your  hands,  but  we  did  not  expect  it  so  soon. 
As  we  read,  we  felt , weighed  down  with  a  sense  of  our  Lord's 
kindness  in  putting  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  friends  to  care 
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for  us  and  help  us  with  such  proofs  of  their  sympathy  and 
good  will,    '.Te  have  laid  those  letters  "before  the  Lord,  and 
ashed  him  to  "bless  those  hearts  that  have  cared  for  us  for 
our  work's  sake,  all  imperfect  as  it  is,  and  we  have  longed 
and  prayed  to  be  more  worthy  of  their  kind  regard. 

"Since  we  left  Pleasant  Hill  our  Lord  has  taken  to  him- 
self our  dear  little  Lillian  -rrace.     Ihe  children  both  had 
the  chills  when  7<e  went  to  Kirkwood,  and  when  weakened  by 
them,  during  the  winter,  she  had  an  attack  of  pneumonia 
v/hich  resulted  in  a  settled  affection  of  the  left  lung,  and 
on  the  5th  of  May  she  passed  away;  but  not  until  she  had 
given  us  many  strong  proofs  of  as  real  love  for  an  unseen 
Savior  as  for  her  mother  and  father.    About  the  only  use  she 
knev:  for  money  was  to  put  it  into  her  missionary  box,  for 
'the  dear  rata,'  as  she  called  the  Savior  -  sometimes,  'my 
own  dear  rata.'     One  of  the  last  acts  of  her  life  after  her 
little  fingers  began  to  stiffen,  was  to  make  an  offering 
to  him,  v;ith  her  father's  help. 

"In  ad-.ition  to  our  regular  services  and  a  colored  Bible 
class  learning  to  read  and  sing  on  the  Sabbath  afternoons, 
we  have  commenced  a  montULy  union  temperance  meeting,  xhe 
other  Sunday  schools  and  churches  are  cooperating,  and  we 
hope  through  our  young  people  to  reach  many  we  could  not 
reach  otherwise.     One  of  the  youngest  members  of  !urs.  A's 
infant  class  has  obtained  twenty-three  signatures,  and  other 
members  of  the  school  still  more.    Last  month  we  had  a  series 
of  meetings  for  a  veek,  brother  Shattuck  and  his  wife  assis- 
ting, and  we  felt  both  depressed  and  encouraged;  depressed 
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because  there  was  no  more  apparent  good  accomplised,  and 
encouraged  because  v;e  trusted  that  some  good  vras  done.  ~*e 
are  looking  forward  with  hope  to  the  week  of  prayer." 

In  1875  he  is  back  at  Greenville,  Illinois.    From  '77  to 
'81  he  is  vrithout  charge  at  Kirkwood,  Missouri,  then  for  five 
years  ('81- '86)  his  residence  is  at  Popeka,  Kansas,     Phen  for 
six  years  ('86- 11 92)  he  is  at  Oakland,  California.    Next,  he 
is  for  a  year  at  Olander,  California,  and  then  his  last 
earthly  home  was  at  College  Park  -./here  he  died,  February  24, 
1899,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  seven  months  and  tv/enty  days. 

Three  booklets  for  children  came  from  his  pen:  Self 
Instructing  Primer;  Self- Instructing  Child's  Header;  and 
Little  Steps  for  Little  Peet . 

He  ..as  married  September  25,  1865,  to  Sarah  Prances  Van 
Arsdale  of  Brighton,  Illinois.     I  have  just  learned  that  the 
widow  is  still  living,  and  that  a  son,  Eev.  Lyman  P*  Armstrong, 
is  residing  at  San  Jose,  California. 

Finding  the  son's  name  in  the  Year  Book,  I  ventured  to 
7rite  him.    He  gave  me  a  quick  response;  and,  to  my  surprise 
and  delight,  with  his  last  communication,  received  April  15, 
1915,  came  also  a  letter  from  his  mother,  the  wi4ow  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  son's  first  communication,  dated  April  8,  1915,  is 
as  follows: 
"Rev.  P.  0.  Douglass, 
Dear  Srother: 

Yours  lias  been  forwarded  me  in  my  lecturing  trip.  Your 
picture  brings  my  dear  father  to  mind.    He  shaved  every  mor- 
ning the  single  lip.    He  v;as  a  very  affectionate  man,  noted 
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for  his  fondness  for  children,  and  his  aptness  in  producing 
a  story  to  illustrate  every  subject. 

From  a  child  he  disliked  slavery,  as  did  his  father  in 
East  Tenessee ,  (though  he  held  slaves)  and  sought  to  "be  a 
father  to  them.    Afterwards  he  had  their  free  papers  made 
out  so  there  should  be  no  chances  of  reverses  compelling 
their  sale. 

*My  father's  convictions  were  deepened  by  studying  at 
Yale,  and  when  eh  supplied  the  home  church  near  St.  Louis, 
where  the  family  had  moved,  his  spirit  was  stirred  by  seeing 
a  slightly  dark  stranger  in  the  elder's  per,  and  learning 
she  had  been  bought  as  a  servant  for  his  daughter;  and  he 
spoke  from  the  same  text  Jesus  took  on  returning  to  the  home 
church  with  somewhat  similar  results.    Half  the  audience 

ere  outside  before  he  got  through,  tramping  about  and  say- 
ing he  ought  to  be  pulled  out  of  the  pulpit. 

"During  the  vrar  he  attended  a  meeting  of  southern  sym- 
pathizers and  said  something  which  made  the  orator  remark, 
'0,  that's  the  Yankee  preacher  that  said  Jesus  was  a  nigger.' 
he  had  said  in  the  sermon  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
Jeaus  differed  specially  from  others  of  that  band  who  are 
hardly  what  we  should  call  white  3  but  what  excuse  would  we 
consider  that  for  making  a  slave  of  :iim?    his  answer  to  the 
orator  above  mentioned  was  to  the  effect  that  he  would  have 
something  to  say  when  the  speaker  had  finished,  but  this  man 
spoke  against  time  un'cil  it  was  late ,  and  beginning  to  rain. 
But  the  crowd  calling  'Armstrong,  Armstrong' ,  father  began. 
'I  claim  to  be  a  southern  sympathizer  -  a  southern  sympathizer, 
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mark  you  -  not  a  rebel  sympathizer!    But  I  do  sympathize  most 
deeply  with  the  thousands  in  my  native  state  of  T0nnessee  who 
are  being  driven  from  tlieir  homes  and  hounded  through  the 
mountains  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  being  loyal  to 
their  country.1     It  was  near  midnight  before  the  young  wife 
had  her  fears  calmed  by  his  return. 

"Ee  never  rode  on  a  public  conveyance  after  Saturday 
midnight;  and  when  the  boat  was  delayed,  took  his  family  off 
to  wait  for  another  boat  Tuesday. 

"In  his  age,  when  views  rarely  change,  he  took  Dale's 
idea  of  conditional  immortality. 

"Cn  his  last  morning  he  said,   'I  dreamed  a  white-robed 
angel  came  and  sat  beside  my  bed,  and  said,  Brother,  you  are 
summoned  home . ' 

"It  was  at  Greenville  during  his  second  pastorate  there, 
that  I,  a  child  of  eight  years,  joined  the  church. 

"Father  showed  the  heavenly  father's  heart  in  life  more 
than  he  could  in  the  creed  he  inherited  from  his  Scotch 
Presbyterian  ancestors,  though  modified  by  studying  under 
Lyman  Beecher  and  Professor  Stowe. 

"  Yours ,  etc. , 

Lyman  P.  Armstrong." 

Later  the  son  sends  a  card,  the  substance  of  which  is 
as  follows:     "I  should  have  mentioned  my  father's  cheerful 
serenity  under  the  keenest  disappointments;  and  his  fondness 
for  being  an  example  to  the  flock  in  giving.    He  could  not 
appear  before  the  Lord  empty.    Even  when  his  health  was 
broken  and  the  family  was  living  on  about  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year. 
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"I  should  also  have  spoken  of  his  toil  for  the  freedmen 
in  hissouri,  teaching  with  phonetic  charts  which  he  had. 
himself  prepared,  he  "being  a  pioneer  in  sounding-writing. 

One  of  my  earliest  vivid  recollections  is  of  a  sea  of 
black  faces  and  masses  of  f lowers,  i'hese  we  carried  home 
with  a  silver  cup  after  the  last  evening  of  the  class. 

"His  pall-bearers  were  two  Oongregationlists ,  two  Bap- 
tists and  a  Methodist  ,  with  whom  he  had  been  working  in 
prayer  meetings  and  in  the  Sunday  school." 

The  communication  from  Mrs.  Armstrong  is  e.s  follows: 

"Yours  to  my  son  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  forwarded  it 
to  him.    he  writes  me  that  he  has  replied,  and  sends  a  postal 
for  me  to  mail  to  you.     Jut  I  find  I  want  uo  add  a  little 
which  he  may  not  have  mentioned. 

"From  the  small  salary  ($400)  he  received  in  his  early 
ministry,  he  gave  one  hundred  a  year  to  help  his  brothers 
through  college  -  one  at  Amherst,  and  one  at  Marietta  -  and 
using  enought  of  the  balance  to  make  improvements  in  the  home- 
stead for  his  widowed  mother.    BtTing  the  oldest  son  he  felt 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  young  members  of  the 
family. 

"'Thile  acting  as  city  missionary  in  St.  Louis  he  gathered 
children  into  a  Sunday  school  in  a  hall  over  a  market,  and 
in  memory  of  his  pleasant  work  while  in  Lane,  in  Talnut  hills, 
named  it  rilgrim  Sunday  school  -  which  was  the  beginning  of 
the  present  noted  Pilgrim  church  at  St.  Louis. 

"On  his  home  mission  fields,  if  the  Sunday  school  was 
held  before  church  he  did  not  attend,  but  claimed  the  privi- 
lege of  closing  with  a  five  minutes  review  of  the  lessons  and 
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an  anecdote  that  always  stamped  the  truth  on  youthful  minds 
and  hearts. 

"I.Iuoh  more  I  am  inclined  to  write,  out  there  is  no  end  to 
the  story. 

oincerely  yours, 

llrs.        A.  Armstrong." 
There  is  no  occasion  fro  extended  comments  on  the  character 
and  career  of  this  good  man. 

His  character  and  career  were  certainly  unique  and  inter- 
esting.   He  came  from  a  slave  state.    Evidently  he  v.as  one  of 
the  mountain  whites*    Evidently  he  waa  a  part  of  that  great 
Puritan  stream  that  flowed  into  the  middle  vest  from  the 
southland. 

He  v;as  especially  adapted  to  the  770  rk  to  be  done  in  his 
day  in  central  Illinois,  and  Missouri  and  Kansas.    His  ante- 
cedents and  training  fitted  him  for  his  -70 rk  among  the  f reed- 
men. 

How  pleasant  too  is  the  picture  of  this  good  man  in  the 
midst  of  the  children  whom  he  loved  and  who  loved  himi 

And  how  rare  and  hot;  admirable  is  his  benevolence ,  out 
of  his  penury  casting  into  the  Lord's  treasury  in  the  spirit 
and  measure  too  of  the  wogaan  of  the  gospel  who  cast  in  all 
her  living. 

..e  gave  only  throe  years  to  lovra.     i^is  work  v/as  not  here, 
but  77e  are  glad  that  he  passed  through  our  borders  on  his 
Tray  to  his  proper  field  of  labor. 
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Twenty- second  Sketch, 

B.  NICHOLS 

Mr,  BTichols  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts ,  Cctober 
8,  1816;  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  in  1839,  and  came  to 
Iowa  in  May  of  1849,  commissioned  by  the  American  home  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  the  ne~/  church  organized  that  year  at 
Warren,  in  the  western  part  of  Lee  County.    He  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church.     In  June  of  1851  he  reports: 

"Time  reminds  me  of  the  duty  I  ov:e  to  the  Committee  of 
the  H.  ....  Society,  to  give  to  them  an  account  of  my  labors 
in  this  field,  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  current  year. 
The  third  quarter  of  my  missionary  year  was  one  of  no  ordi- 
nary interest.    For  a  number  of  weeks  there  has  been  more 
than  common  attention  to  the  preached    ord.    About  !Tew  Year's 
this  attention  seemed  to  be  greatly  deepened;  some  individuals 
were  noticed  at  meeting  who  had  for  weeks ,  yea.,  for  months, 
absented  themselves  from  the  worship  of  God  on  the  Sabbath. 
In  one  of  the  neighborhoods  where  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
preach  for  the  last  t*7o  years,  I  noticed  upon  the  Sabbath 
evening  preceding  the  Hew  Year,  that  cpu.it e  a  full  house  "-ere 
in  attendance.     I  had  not  advanced  far  with  religious  services 
of  the  evening,  before  there  were  the  most  undeniable  indi- 
cations of  the  work  of  the  Divine  Spirit.     The  truth  seemed 
to  sink  into  the  heart.    Deep  seriousness  pervaded  the  con- 
gregation; how  and  then  the  emotion  could  be  discerned  by 
the  deep  drawn  sigh,  or  the  tearful  countenance.     Ifte  meet- 
ing closed;  and  I  felt  that  the  finger  of  Divine  Providence 
clearly  pointed  to  the  propriety  of  making  a  special  effort 
for  the  salvation  of  sinners  in  this  neighborhood,     I  accord- 
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ingly  announced  that  I  would  preach  upon  the  first  evening 
of  the  HeiT  Year,     vuite  a  number  i:ere  in  attendance,  The 
seriousness  seemed  to  increase.     I  called  upon  those  who  ~ere 
anxious  about  their  souls,  to  manifest  it;  there  -rere  six 
young  people  that  answered  to  the  call.     I  thought  the  indi- 
cation sufficiently  favorable  to  give  another  appointment  up- 
on the  next  Friday  night.    Upon  this  night,  also,  the  inter- 
est seemed  not  in  the  least  to  subside.     The  number  of  in- 
quirers increased.    Brother  Gr.  came  over  this  evening.  We 
both  thought  the  interest  sufficient  to  justify  preaching 
again  on  Sunday  night . 

"On  Saturday  wa  left  for  our  other  appointment,  four  miles 
distant.     Some  feeling  among  trie  people  of  God.    We  had  a 
refreshing  time  also  upon  the  Sabbath,  as  r;e  came  around  the 
table  to  commemorate  the  dying  love  of  the  Saviour.    r'e  had 
an  addition  of  two  by  letter.    Thus,  you  see,  the  lord  is 
remembering  our  feebleness.     In  the  evening  ".ve  returned  a- 
gain  oo  the  neighborhood  before  spoken  of;  a  crowded  house 
and  deep  seriousness  "..'ere  "uhe  visible  tokens.    "re  spent  Mon- 
day in  religious  conversation  and  prayer,  as  we  visited  from 
house  to  house,     './e  found  that  the  impenitent  had  had  their 
attention  called  to  the  subject  of  consecrating  themselves 
to  God.    But  a  part  of  this  community  seemed  to  view  our  o- 
pe  rat  ions  with  a  jealous  eye.     You  may  judge  of  this  by  a 
simple  incident.     Brother  G.  announced  that  -,ie  vrould  visit 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  neighborhood,  specifying  at  the  same 
time  the  object  of  the  visits;  but  for  all  this,  some  seemed 
to  think  that  there  vras  some  unseen  object  that  lay  conceal- 
ed under  the  declared  one  -  that  we  vrere  either  going  to  make 
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an  effort  to  bring  them  over  to  the  Congregational  faith;  or 
that  ire  wished  to  collect  some  money  of  them.    ,Tre  had  appoint- 
ed a  meeting  for  those  who  were  anxious,  but  a  few  attended, 
because  of  the  fear  that  they  did  not  know  our  object. 

"We  plainly  saw  that  our  way  was  effectively  closed  up 
here,  to  do  them  good,  until  this  prejudice  could  be  removed. 
17e  accordingly  concluded  to  make  our  immediate  efforts  for 
the  salvation  of  sinners  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  church. 
Our  infant  church  has  participated  largely  in  the  benefits 
flowing  from  this  season  of  grace.    The  church  seems  to  have 
taken  a  more  elevated  position  before  the  world.    The  tone  of 
their  piety  seems  greatly  improved.    My  prayer  to  God  is, 
that  it  may  be  of  a  lasting  character." 

In  August  of  '52  Mr.  Nichols  reports  three  years  of  ser- 
vice as  follows : 

"In  reviewing  the  past  three  years,  I  can  hardly  credit 
my  own  eyes.     Great  and  important  have  been  the  changes  that 
have  been  occurring  here  in  this  short  interval  of  time.  The 
"'est  is  proverbial  for  change.    As  many  as  three  distinct 
classes  of  society  occupy  a  new  country  before  it  is  furnish- 
ed with  permanent  settlers  -  except,  perchance,  a  German  buy! 
a  claim  and  occupies  it.     In  that  case,  he  becomes  identified 
With  the  soil,  and  like  the  serf  of  Russia,  he  adheres  to  his 
soil  for  life.     It  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  German  sell  out. 
But  apart  from  this  class,  we  generally  see  that  the  original 
claimant  of  Western  land  yields  to  two  subsequent  classes  of 
settlers,  each  exceeding  the  preceding  class  in  intelligence, 
wealth  and  permanence.     Such  are  the  constant  changes  to 
which  western  society  is  exposed;  such  have  been  the  changes 
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that  this  mission  field  has  been  -passing  through  for  the 
last  three  years.    Thole  neighborhoods  have  given  place  to 
a  German  population.     But  these  changes,  however,  have  not 
been,  I  hope,  altogether  unfavorable  to  the  progress  of  the 
Gospel  in  these  parts. 

,,rrhen  I  first  came,  we  had  no  church;  the  people  had  no 
regular  preaching;  the  Sabbath  was  spent  as  a  day  of  visit- 
ing; there  were  no  Sabbath  schools,  and  only  occasionally 
a  quarter's  day  school  in  the  district  school  house. 

"But  how  great  and  glorious  -.as  been  the  change,  by  the 
blessed  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit!    The  people,  by  the 
help  afforded  them  from  your  .Benevolent  Institution,  are  able 
to  sustain  the  ordinances  of  God's  house,    '"here  there  v/as  no 
church,  we  now  have  one  which  numbers  seventeen  souls,  with  a 
prospect  of  speedy  enlargement.    77e  now  have  a  Sabbath  school 
which  bids  fair  for  prosperity.     The  Sabbath  iB  honored;  men 
are  more  inclined  to  visit  the  sanctuary  to  listen  to  the 
truuh.    7!e  have  a  sanctuary  for  the  worship  of  the  living 
God;  and,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  contributors  to  the 
cause  of  I-ome  Lissions,  we  would  say,  that  for  the  last  quar- 
ter we  have  a  very  encouraging  increase  in  our  attendance  up- 
on the  public  ministration  of  the  word.     I  think:  that  our 
congregation  has  doubled,  if  not  trebled  in  number.     Wo  have 
a  manifest  indication  too,  of  the  presence  of  the  Spirit. 

"Oh  that  God  would  look  upon  us  with  mercyl     Te  have  had 
three  accessions  to  our  number  this  quarter;  but  what  is  this 
among  the  scores  of  impenitent  who  are  hasteneing  to  ruinl  ' 

In  June  of  1853  there  is  still  another  report  as  follows: 

"I  think,  on  the  whole,  we  are  advancing.     Cur  congrega- 
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tions  are  "becoming  permanent;  and  this  i*aot  is  a  most  cheer- 
ing- token  of  success  in  the  "Test,  though,  perhaps,  to  an 
eastern  mind,  it  v/ould  not  appear  to  be  a  significant  cir- 
cumstance; for,  in  the  East,  the  training  is  very  different 
from  what  it  is  in  the  ^est,  in  this  respect,    out  let  an 
eastern  minister  come  out  to  the  "est,  and  he  ".Till  find  that 
while  on  one  Sabbath  he  has  a  full  house,  the  next  he  must 
preach  to  the  seats,  or  naked  walls,  unless  he  :.as  a  church 
that  have  been  trained  to  churchgoing.    ".lien,  for  example,  I 
came  to  this  place ,  over  three  years  since ,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  out  my  appointments  to  preach  every  Sab- 
bath, and  even  then,  there  had  been  so  much  irregularity  in 
regard  to  preaching,  that  the  people  could  not  seem  to  real- 
ize that  such  -..'as  the  fact,  that  we  were  to  have  a  meeting 
every  Sabbath,  at  11  O'clock.    Aad  it  did  appear  strange  that 
it  should  take  so  long  a  time  to  teach  the  people  this  truth, 
that  at  our  meeting-house  they  might  expect  -preaching  every 
Sabbath.     But  we  are  at  lenghth  enabled  to  report  an  encou- 
raging degree  of  permanency. 

Another  token  of  success,  which  I  report  with  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction,  is  the  increasing  regard  which  is 
had  for  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  day.     It  is  very  seldom 
now,  that  you  can  see  in  this  neighborhood  a  man  who  cares 
so  little  about  the  feelings  of  his  neighbors,  as  to  engage 
in  ordinary  work  on  the  Sabbath.     He  have  wicked  men  -  men 
who  are  very  wicked  -  yet  public  sentiment  keeps  these  men 
in  awe.     Jut  do  you  ask  how  this  public  sentiment  was  creat- 
ed?   That  I  will  leave  others  to  answer;  suffice  it  to  say, 
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that  previous  to  the  introduction  of  gospel  ordinances  into 
this  region,  no  such  public  sentiment  obtained  among  the  peo- 
ple.    Jor  then,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  party  of 
young  men  in  the  the  meadow  where  now  stands  our  meeting  house, 
playing  "ball  on  the  the  Sabbath,  by  the  hour;  it  was  no  un- 
common thing-  to  hear  the  report  of  the  gun  of  the  sportsman; 
to  see  the  children  collecting  in  groups,  either  to  engage  in 
the  preparatory  steps  for  gaming,  or  to  ramble  in  the  wood 
and  fields.    But,  thanks  be  to  SocL,  things  are  not  so  now. 
7/e  have  a  meeting  house  -  true,  it  is  not  yet  completed,  yet 
we  are  able  to  worship  in  it.    We  here  invite  men  to  attend 
upon  the  ordinances  of  the  sanctuary.    ..ere  we  endeavor  to 
infuse  into  the  mind  such  truth  as  will  exert  its  influence 
in  forming  a  correct  public  sentiment.     Then,  as  a  powerful 
auxiliary  in  the  way  of  spreading  the  truth,  we  have  a  Sab- 
bath school.    The  children  go  not  so  much  now  from  novelty 
as  from  habit,    ^abits  of  piety  are  being  formed.    We  are 
endeavoring  to  sow  the  good  seed  of  truth,  broadcast,  over 
this  field.     .7e  endeavor  "co  infrcm  the  people  on  all  the  great 
moral  questions  of  the  day.     The  'temperance  cause  does  not 
escape  our  notice.    We.  are  making  vigourous  exertions  to  roll 
the  Temperance  ball  bach  towards  the  Bast,  so  as  at  least  to 
meet  our  eastern  friends  half  way.     ,'e  are  stimulated  to  la- 
bor for  the  passage  of  a  law,  upon  the  importation  and  sale 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  equally  stringent  with  the  Maine  law. 
The  cause  of  education  also  claims  a  good  share  of  our  atten- 
tion.    Yea,  in  conclusion,  we  might  say  that  we  desire  to  be 
ready  for  every  good  work.    TJe  feel,  in  some  measure,  the 
responsibility  that  is  laid  upon  us;  may  we,  by  grace  of  the 
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Spirit ,  be  enabled  to  perform  the  responsible  duties  of  our 
station,  so  that ,  at   .he  final  day  of  decision,  we  may  be 
able  oo  give  an  account  with  joy." 

Chis  ends  the  work  of  ~r.  I'ichols  in  Iowa, 

From  1853  to  1855  he  was  a  Sunday  school  missionary,  fhen 
for  one  year  (f55-'56)  he  was  city  missionary  in  Chicago, 
i'hen  from  '56  to   '60  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Chicago 
he form  School. 

In  1861-62  he  was  at  Lansing,  Ldchigan. 

During  the  war  time,   '62- '65,  hp  was  superintendent  of 

"Contrabands"  in  Virginia . 

From  '65  te  '69  he  was  in  the  treasury  Department  at  Washing- 
ton; and  from  '70  to  1  7S  he  was  a  teacher  in  howard  Univer- 
sity, Washington,  D.  0. 

i'rom  1874  to  1879  he  was  located  without  charge  in  Illinois 
at  Theaton  part  of  the  time,  and  a  part  of  the  time  at 
Rookf ord. 

Then  in  1680,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  he  began  his 
home  missionary  life  ever  again  out  in  BakOlsa* 
j'or  seven  years  he  was  at  Son  homme ,  and  then  for  twenty- eight 
years,  beginning  with  1S87,  he  was  stationed  at  mission  Hill, 
his  residence  being  at  Taakton  at  least  a  part  of  the  time. 
_ere  I  introduce  a  few  sample  reports  from  Ms  Dahota  field, 
giving  something  of  the  flavor  of  the  man  in  hjkfc  old  age. 
in  Apfil  of  1885,  reviewing  five  years  at  ^on  _..omme,  he  writes: 

"Last  sabbath  7;as  the  anniversary  of  my  first  sermon 
preached  in  Son  Homme,  so  i  gave  them  a  sermon  on  the  changes 
which  had  passed  under  my  own  eye  since  I  came  to  the  field, 
five  years  ago.     I  spoke  of  what  there wa  s  "hen  I  came  which 


did  not  exist  now,  and  what  there  is  nor/-,  which  had  no  ex- 
istence five  years  ago;  also  of  the  change  in  the  congrega- 
tion which  gathered  10  hear  me  for  the  first  time,  Peh.  8th, 
1880.    how  few  are  7,1th  us  to-dayi    Some  of  that  number  lie 
in  their  graves.     Twenty-one  families  have  moved  to  other 
parts,  and  in  their  place  twenty-one  families  moved  in  to 
fill  the  gap.     *he  death  shadow  has  darkened  thirteen  family 
circles  in  the  five  years.     Uf  the  victims  four  were  husbands 
and  fathers,  seven  wives  and  mothers,  and  remaining  seven 
children;   eighteen  victims  in  all.    Eleven  times  have  I  been 
summoned  to  the  house  of  mourning  to  bury  the  dead.  Thirteen 
now  families  have  oeen  fromed  in  the  five  years.     It  nas  been 
my  lot  to  unite  in  matrimonial  bonxis  si::  of  the  thirteen. 
There  have  been  forty  births  in  the  five  years  -  twenty-six 
boys  and  fourteen  girls,    hot  a  man  is  in  office,  from  the 
judge  down  to  the  town  constable,  that  I  found  in  office 
five  years  ago.    Since  my  coming  there  have  been  eight  chan- 
ges in  the  Methodist  pulpit ,  and  more  changes  in  their  hours 
of  worship  and  their  nights  for  prayer. 

"At  one  time,  we  had  no  store  in  the  village,  now  we  nave 
two  stores  well  filled,  with  generous  patronage  given  to  each. 
Thirteen  new  and  commodious  dwellings  now  are  found  where, 
five  years  ago,  the  prairie  sod  was  unbroken,  or  a  slab  or 
log  shanty  with  a  dirt  roof  existed.    But  all  of  this  seen 
change  in  the  physical  aspect  of  things,  e.g.,  planted  trees, 
barns,  houses,  growing  stock  and  cribs  filled  with  grain;  and 
the  change  in  moral  appearances:     two  churches  organised,  400 
sermons  preached,  twenty-three  baptisms,  thirty-one  persons 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  the  church,  the  giving  instruction 
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in  250  sessions  of  the  Sunday  school,  in  meetings  of  prayer 
on  300  separate  occasions  -  all  this  is  little,  compared  Tilth 
the  life,  the  quickening  power  at  the  heart  of  things;  the 
unseen;  that  which  grows  we  know  not  how;  the  leaven  in  the 
mass.     This  mighty  thro'o  of  life  -  we  feel  its  pulsation  - 
like  the  cloud  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  has  "been  trans- 
lated to  mean  a  shower  of  abundance.    All  this  change ,  so 
hopeful  for  society  and  the  v/orld,  has  come  of  the  help  of 
the  American  i.or.ie  missionary  Society.      Tithout  this  help,  the 
seed  would  not  have  been  scattered,  now  would  the  sheaves 
have  "been  "brought  in  with  joy." 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  in  his  next  report   (January  '85), 
■.hat  a  delightful  crafty,  old  beggar  he  is  I    He  writes: 

"The  quarter  just  closed  has  been  peculiar.    There  has 
never  been  one  like  it  for  burdens  and  hopelulness .     Of  the 
unusual  burdens,  physical  infirmity  comes  first.     I  was  strick- 
en down  with  malarious  fever  of  the  most  dangerous  type;  laid 
aside  from  work  four  Sabbaths.    Yet  those  four  weeks  were  far 
from  being  lost,  as  they  have  given  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
hold  the  missionary  has  on  the  people.    For  miles  about  us, 
all  varieties  of  religion  and  no  religion  came  with  sinnere 
sympathy  and  brought  tokens  of  their  affectionate  appreciation. 
One  of  the  most  rigid  .Romanists ,  who  is  charged  with  burning 
her  husband's  Bible,  came  with  her  sympathy.     'Your  kindness,' 
she  said,   'in  visiting  my  mother  on  her  dying  bed  was  appre- 
ciated by  us,  and  will  never  be  forgotten.'     So  even  sickness 
may  bring  blessings.     Other  burdens  came  through  the  church 
building.     It  is  nearly  completed,  a  beautiful  church,  the 
signal  of  evangelization,  the  trophy  of  the  dear  old  .lomo  his- 
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sionary  Society.     It  is  the  genuine  growth  of  the  seed 
brought  from  New  England.     It  gives  Dakota  a  Nev:  England  look. 
It  -;;as  begun  more  than  three  years  ago.     It  began  in  faith,  in 
small  beginnings,  and  has  grown  by  progressive  stages.  The 
faith  was  there-  before  the  money.     Then  came  the  first  check 
for  ten  dollars,  from  Tashington,  D.  C.    Unbelief  said:  'Tfill 
they  build?'     Then  came  twenty  dollars  from  Chicago,  to  keep 
company  with  the  ten  and  we  had  thirty  dollars  in  the  bank; 
and  to  this  nucleus  additions  have  been  made,  from  the  East 
Hartford  Sundays  oho  ol ,  in  Oonn. ,  Winchester  Sunday-school", 
in  Mass.,  one  of  the  suburban  towns  of  Boston,  Rehoboth, 
llass.  ,  Sunday-school,  -"here  the  "Titer  -.-as  a  pupil  si::ty 
years  ago,  ITewton,  Mass.,  Norwich,  Conn.,  Orange  Valley,  II. J., 
Washington,  D.5T. ,  and  Iowa.    When  there  was  enough  gathered 
to  buy  the  lumber,  we  made  a  new  departure.     So  we  have  gone 
on,  until  we  hope  to  didicate  the  bt&l&ing  on  the  29th  inst. 
It  comes  near  Thanksgiving  Day,  as  it  should  of  right  do.  We 
are  brimful  of  Thanksgiving  Do:cologies,  and  ready  to  sing 
'All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name.'     There  is  but  a  single 
thing  wanting,  and  when  our  Christian  friends  see  how  the 
Lord  has  helped  us,  this  will  be  supplied.     A  bell  will 
sound  out  over  this  beautiful  plateau,  and  our  Santee  Indian 
friends  will  hear  our  bell,  as  we  hear  their  bell,  when  the 
people  are  called  together  for  the  worship  of  Grod.    A  bell 
in  our  new  church  tower  will  complete  our  joy»  and  bring 
New  England  (llass.  and  Conn.)  to  Dakota,    "e  believe  we 
shall  live  to  see  this  desire  of  our  heart  consummated,  al- 
though now  in  our  sisty-ninty  year  Of  ago.  ' 
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In  the  next  report,   (April  '68),  hr.  Niqhola  Ijaa  another 
story  io  tell  -  oil  missionary  pluck  and  a  Dakota  blizzard, 
lie  writes: 

"During  the  past  month  it  has  been  impossible  to  meet  my 
appointments  on  account  p£  the  drifting  snow;  but  last  Satur- 
day under  protest  of  friends,  I  started  to  visit  some  of  my 
families  in  the  region  beyond  Dakota  river.    Leaving  Yankton, 
I  made  a  detour  through  a  cornfield,  where  the  stalks  are 
still  standing.    Shis  to  avoid  the  snow- drifts  filling  the 
road.    Back  again  on    the  road  to  contend  with  huge  drifts. 
A  mile  farther  where  the  wind  with  the  moving  snow  had  un- 
limited sway,    vhen  came  the  bridge  over  Dakota  Hiver;  then 
the  fierce  wind  with  driving  snow  for  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,     xhe  next  mile  was  up  the  steep  hillside  -  no  road. 
She  high  table  land  was  now  reached.     Still  no  road,  snow 
deep  -  nearly  upset  many  times  by  drifts,  and  my  only  means 
of  transportation  being  a  blind  horse  about  to  fail,  I 
prudently  made  for  port  from  this  -;"ild  sea  of  snow.  Beach- 
ing a  small  nouse,  a  man  appeared  at  the  door  and  shouted, 
'TTon't  you  stop?'     '[That  is  what  I  purpose  doing,1  I  cried. 
'Oh,  it  is  rather  hicholsl    You  Just  go  right  in,  I'll  take 
care  of  blind  Copsey. '     Go  in  I  did  and  was  helped  to  un- 
fasten my  wraps,     -'''or  an  hour  and  a  half  there  was  a  busy 
house  wife,  dividing  her  time  between  the  table  and  cook 
stove,  which  resulted  in  a  warm  dinner.     Then  we  began  to 
improve  in  our  bodily  condition.    After  a  while  the  good 
house  wife  handed  your  missionary  a  Bible,  and  we  had  devo- 
tions, after  which  a  dcor  was  opened  and  I  was  ushered  into 
an  inner  sanctuary.     'ITow,'  said  the  man,  following  me,  'we 
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all  want  to  Join  your  church,  and  we  mean  to  before  long,,' 

The  night  -as  fearfully  cold.     I  had  to  use  my  buffalo- 
robe  and  lap-robe  and  horse-blanket  on  the  bed  to  keep  from 
freezing;  mercury  down  to  20  degrees  below  zero.    £Text  morn- 
ing started  for  a  preaching  apointment ,  only  five  miles  dis- 
tant.    I  was  tyro  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  making  the  jour- 
ney, -  most  of  the  wfty  over  the  prairie  with  no  roads. 
Once   uhe  runners  —ere  up  and  the  box  was  down  and  I  spilled 
out.     I  found  a  congregation  of  sixteen  earnest  men  and  no- 
men  to  preach  to.    Then  follov'ed  a  battle  with  the  north- 
vrest  wind  for  another  five  miles,  to  meet  the  next  appointment. 

On  Thursday  your  missionary  encountered  his  first  bliz- 
zard in  eight  years  of  labor  in  Souther  Dakota.     It  beggars 
description.     It  v/ould  have  to  be  experienced  in  order  to 
be  appreciated.     In  the  school-house  -.vhere  I  was  to  -reach 
yesterday,  they  held  an  incuest  over  the  body  of  a  man, 
found  in  the  fence  corner  frozen  to  death,    fifteen  others 
have  also  perished  oetween  here  and  Scotland,  Tyn da 11  and 
Bon  liomme.     If  hear  to-day  that  this  storm  will  reap  a  har- 
vest of  death  numbering  600  people  in  our  Territory.     It  has 
been  a  vrarning  to  the  writer  to  do  with  his  might  what  his 
hands  find  to  do,  while  there  is  opportunity.    My  77ork  is  a 
blessed,  hopeful  and  morally  paying  ivork.     'forward     ',  1  is 
our  :70 r&.     I  know  uhe  good  old  Society  -Thick  has  helped  so 
many  churches  will  iielp  us  yet  a  little  longer,  until  we 
can  gather  strength  to  go  alone.    Sfe  don't  believe  in 
hanging  on  to  the  Society  one  moment  longer  than  we  are 
obliged  to." 

Communications  in  the  June  issue  of  1689  refer  to  Top- 
sey.     The  Yankton  Exchange  has  the  following: 
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"Rev.  D.  B.  ITichols'  historic  horse ,  Topsy,  died  last 
night  and  the  owner  of  the  animal  is  in  sincere  mourning. 
For  fifteen  years  Topsy  has  done  missionary  work  on  the 
prairies  of  Dakota  -  furnishing  at  least  the  motive  po  ;er 
for  the  venerable  missionary  -  and  the  name  of  the  horse  is 
handed  dorm  to  posterity  in  many  an  official  record  of  the 
Congregational  church. 

-and  Father  Nichols  raites: 

"Ily  blind  'Topsy'  hid  adieu  to  the  toils  of  missionary 
life  today-*    She  v;as    a  faithful  animal  and  did  good  service 
in  the  cause.     Once  she  was  nearly  buried  in  quicksand,  in 
a  stream  tributary  to  the  *Big  Huddy'  and  narrowly  escaped 
death.     One  night  she  fell  into  a  pit  and  -.vas  rescued  vrith 
great  labor.    Once  she  came  near  going  over  the  cliff  over- 
hanging the  Missouri  River.    Once  she  fell  into  a  v:ell,  inhere 
only  the  tip  of  her  nose  was  above  water.    From  this  peril- 
ous situation  she  77as  drawn  out  by  a  yoke  of  oxen.    When  her 
master  v:as  tossed  over  in  his  buggy,  she  stood  still  till 
relieved.    She  seemed  to  know  When  the  time  vras  scant  be- 
tween two  appointments  and  sped  onward  as  if  her  own  reputa- 
tion was  at  ctake  with  that  of  her  master.     She  is  gone,  and 
the  mourners  are  about  the  streets.    Don't  know  how  I  shall 
fill  her  place,  but  I  do  know  that  the  good  Lord  who  has 
spared  her  in  her  faithful  work  so  long  —ill  not  leave  her 
old  master  without  some  way  to  carry  the  good  tidings  of  the 
G-ospel  to  these  homes  on  the  prairies.     The  other  day  my 
buggy  wheels  v,rere  stolen;  the  sin  v:as  found  out  and  the  plun- 
der restored.     On  the  heels  of  the  first  disaster  comes  a  sec- 
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to  her  place  again.    She  will  buffet  with  her  master  no  more 
storms  during  long  and  wearisome  rides;  she  will  never  a- 
gain  lose  her  way  in  darkness  and  with  her  master  eamp  out 
for  the  night  in  solitary  places." 

Once  more  we  will  allow  the  old  missionary  to  speak  for 
himself,  from  his  last  field,  Mission  Hill,     In  Pebruary 
of  1890  he  reports: 

"Sixteen  months  ago  this  field  was  unbroken  for  the 
Llaster.    At  first  we  had  a  small  gathering  in  a  school- 
house,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet  in  size,    "e  then  had  a  con- 
gregation of  fourteen  and  a  Sunday-school  of  twelve.  ITow 
our  regular  congregations  number  seventy-five  and  our  Sun- 
day school  sixty- nine.     Our  Brother  i'omlin  has  been  doing 
some  special  evangelistic  work  here,  and  people  came  five 
miles  to  attend  the  meetings,     i'wenty-six  have  come  out  on 
the  Lord's  side. 

"My  heart  is  filled  with  thanksgiving  when  i  see  what 
God  has  v;rought  here.    Last  Sabbath  we  took  up  a  collection 
of  more  than  fifteen  dollars  for  the  American  Home  hission- 
ar^-  Society.     IMs  would  be  a  small  sumfor  some  fields, 
but  we  may  say  of  this  people  what  Jesus  said  of  I.Iary  and 
her  alabaster  box  -  that  they  have  done  what  they  could, 
xhe  earnest  words  and  work  of  Brother  Tomlin  have  been 
greatly  blessed  to  my  people. 

"May  the  dear  old  American  Home  missionary  Society  re- 
ceive its  million  for  Home  missions.     I  do  not  know  how  I 
could  continue  in  the  work  without  aid  from  the  Society. 
But  what  a  glorious  work  it  is  -  to  _:o  forth  and  scatter 
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G-o&'s  seed  broadcast,  with  the  sure  expectation  that  no  such 
seed  will  be  permitted  to  fall  to  the  ground  without  yielding 
a  harvest  in  iod's  own  tine." 

In  these  last  years  Pat her  Nichols  was  for  the  most  part 
hale  and  hearty,  vivacious  and  cheerful,  honored  and  loved  by 
all  his  people  and  by  all  the  people  of  South  Dakota.  They 
fondly  called  him  "Father  ITichols."    he  retired  from  mission- 
ary service  only  a  year  or  so  before  his  death. 

The  last  few  months  of  his  life  were  spent  at  "hit son, 
Oregon  where  he  died  of  old  age,  December  8,  1506.     Che  days 
of  his  pilgrimage  were  ninety  years  and  two  months. 

It  comes  to  me  as  a  groat  surprise  that  the  Father  Nichols 
of  Dakota  is  one  and  the  same  as  the  same  as  who  started  out 
at  Warren,  Iowa,  in  1850.    Doth  men  I  Ifnew  historically,  and 
personally,  but  only  yesterday  did  1  know  the  relation  between 
the  two. 

The  young  man's  work  in  Iowa  was  of  no  very  great 
significance.    He. was  here  in  service  only  four  years.  The 
church  he  founded  disbanded  in  1876.     hut  his  work  here  and 
everywhere  was  good. 

A  good  deal  of  his  work  in  the  ministry  was  semi-secular; 
but  from  first  to  last  he  was  an  active  Christian  and  his 
secular  ministry  was  sacred. 

lis  last  days  were  his  best  as  he  with  great  joy  of  heart 
ministered  to  the  little  home  missionary  churches  of  South 
Dakota  in  the  pioneer  days. 

In  all  these  Dakota  days  his  life  was  a  perpetual 
benediction. 
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I went y- 1 hi  r d  3k  etch, 

EE1IRY  77EITB  OOBB 

He  -  as  a  son  ox  Nehemiah  and  Louis  (Vaughn)  Cobb,  and 
was  bom  at  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  October  22,  1815. 

Ee  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  in  1845  and  from  the 
Theological  Seminary  in  1846. 

He  was  ordained  at  Fltchville ,  ^hio,  November  6,  1845,  at 
whicli  place  ho  77as  married  to  lass  Mary  Palmer,  august  30, 
1846.     In  1847  he  7.vas  commissioned  for  liount  Pleasant  and 
Cummingsville ,  Ohio . 

In  1849  he  came  to  Iowa  and  began  under  a  commission  of 
the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  at  Le  Claire,  Scott 
County,  June  first  of  this  year.     Phe  first  report  from  this 
field,  published  in  February  '51,  is  as  follows: 

"Through  the  blessing  of  God  I  have  been  spared  and 
permitted  to  attend  all  my  appointments.    While  I  have  been 
sowing  the  good  seed,  my  heart  has  often  been  cheered  by 
seeing  evidence  that  it  was  falling  in  good  ground.  hhile 
$h.ere  are  many  that  will  not  hear,  and  many  stony  ground  and 
way  side  hearers,  yet  there  are  some  who  hear  the  Word  v.dth 
gladness  •     .--cue  twc  or  three  have  b*e,n  hopefully  converted 
and  are  soon  to  unite  with  us.    Our  church  is  yet  small  and 
the  members  live  remote  from  each  other,  and  consequently, 
it  has  been  difficult  to  maintain  the  weekly  prayer  meeting 
and  monthly  concert.     Still,  those  that  could  have  met,  and 
^od  has  seemed  to  be  r.dth  us. 

"Since  my  last  report ,  I  have  somewhat  enlarged  the  field 
of  may  labors.     1'en  miles  from  here,  I  have  found  a  region 
entirely  destitute  of  any  preaching,  although  it  is  rather 
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thickly  settled.     It  has  been  "burned  over  some  two  or  three 
times  by  as  many  kind  of  'isms;'  then  it  was  entirely  aband- 
oned.    In  many  of  these  places  of  western  destitution,  we  find 
depravity  worse  depraved.     It  is  much  more  difficult  to  labor 
in  them  than  if  they  had  never  heard  a  sermon.     Still,  we 
must  take  things  as  we  find  them,  and  faithfully  and  persever- 
ingly  apply  the  sovereign  remedy  -  the  Gospel.     This  I  am 
trying  to  do,  in  my  humble  way,  agreeable  to  the  v'ishes  of 
your  Society. 

"Recently  we  have  buried  our  only  deacon.     He  was  a  good 
man,  an  exemplary  Christian.    A  word  respecting  him  may  not 
be  amiss.    Dea.  Hitchcock  was  a  brother  to  the  Rev.  Mr*  Hitch- 
cock also  a  brother  to  two  -  'estern  xiome  Uissionaries ,  Rev* 
A.  B,  Hitchcock  and  Rev.  G.  B.  Hitchcock.    He  came  to  this 
state,  some  twelve  years  since.    Ee  has  been  instrumental, 
though  a  layman,  of  three  churches  being  organized  in  this 
state,  which  together,  now  number  75  communicants,  i'hese 
churches,  and  the  places  in  Which  they  are  located,  now  en- 
joy the  regular  ministrations  of  the  Word, 

"Eighteen  months  ago  he  came  to  this  place,  which  was 
then  just  starting.     In  six  months'  time,  he  had  gathered 
enough  for  the  organization  of  a  church  of  eleven  members. 
By  his  prayers  and  influence,  mainly,  did  I  come  here.  His 
house  was  my  first  heme*    He  was  active  in  helping  me  to 
build  a  small  house  near  by  him,  that  we  might  the  more  eas- 
ily commune,  counsel,  and  pray  and  act  together.     I  had  just 
moved  into  my  own  little  home,  when  he  was  taken  sick,  and 
after  a  lingering  disease  of  some  tern  weeks,  we  closed  his 
eyes  in  death.    His  end  was  peaceful;  he  sleeps  in  Jesus.  By 
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day  and  by  night  did  I  stand  over  him,  till  he  left  us  to 
join  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven.     I  laid  him  out  with 
my  own  hands,  helped  prepare  the  coffin,  laid  his  remains 
into  it,  preached  his  funeral  sermon  and  conducted  the  orsr^ 
corpse  to  the  grave.    All  felt  that  a  good  man  had  fallen. 
Our  little  church  is  in  deep  mourning.    "7e  greatly  feel  his 
loss.    E©  was  our  chorister,  sexton,  our  main  dependence  in 
all  our  meetings,  especially  the  prayer  meetings;  and  under 
God,  our  main  support  in  every  respect,    he  constituted  the 
central  power  of  the  church.    Jut  he  is  gone,  his  family 
broken  up  and  scattered,  and  mournful  silence  reigns  ever 
the  place.     0  what  a  stroke  to  us  I    How  blasting  to  all  our 
fond  hopes  I     Little  do  large  eastern  churches  realize,  how 
much  a  little  feeble  western  church  feels  the  loss  of  one 
such  member. " 

Bsviewing  his  first  year,  the  missionary  reports 
(September  '51)  as  follows: 

"As  this  report  closes  the  first  year  of  my  labors  as 
your  missionary  in  Iowa,  it  may  be  well  to  look  briefly  to 
the  effects  of  the  year's  labor.     '7hen  I  relinquished  a  good 
salary  at  the  East  to  come  to  the  Vest  as  a  home  Lissionary, 
I  did  it  not  for  worldly  gain  -  for  I  knew  that  in  this  re- 
spect 1  -..-as  to  be  a  loser  -  but  to  do  good.     I  longed  to  go 
forth  into  the  frontier  settlements  to  preach  Christ  and 
him  crucified,  and  build  up  the  kingdom  of  G-od.     I  said, 
therefore,  to  your  Society  -  'Here  am  I,  send  me.'     Had  not 
the  home  hissionary  Society  proffered  its  helping  hand,  I 
see  not  how  I  could  have  come.     I  came  into  this  broad 
open  State  -  fast  filling  up  with  immoral  beings  -  with  a 
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strong  desire  and  earnest  daily  prayer  to  God  for  direction; 
I  longed  to  go  where  I  could  be  most  useful.     I  could  tell 
no  one  to  what  point  I  designed  to  go,  only  that  I  desired 
to  go  whither  God  should  direct.    At  length  I  was  directed 
most  plainly  to  this  place;  and  here  I  stuck  my  stake,  and 
"began  work.     Por  two  weeks,  I  could  find  no  house  of  any  sort 
that  I  could  rent  for  love  or  money.    At  length  we  succeeded 
in  renting  part  of  an  old  log  cabin  quite  out  of  town,  where 
vre  tarried  for  two  months  and  a  half,  till  we  could  build  a 
little  house  of  our  own.    Able,  or  not  able,  necessity  was 
laid  upon  us  to  build.    Wk  did  build,  became  involved  in 
debt,  and  have  cramped  our  way  through  the  year.    3very  day 
God  has  fed  us  and  helped  us  beyond  our  fears.     I  770uld  not, 
I  do  not  complain;  rather  would  I  erect  my  'Sbenezer,'  for 
hitherto  had  God  helped  us.    ""e  Iiave  tried  to  trust  in  the 
Lord  and  do  good,  >.nd  the  promise  has  been  verified  to  us, 
'So  shalt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be 
fed.1     I  have  been  compelled  to  labor  more  with  my  hands  than 
in  future  I  shall  be  compelled  to  do.  This  has  necessarily 
taken  from  the  precious  time  that  I  longed  to  spend  otherwise, 
however,  my  numeroiis  preaching  appointments  have  been  regu- 
larly attended  to,  in  whatever  way  other  interests  might  be 
affected. 

"But  what  spiritual  results  has  the  year  produced?  This 
will  appear  by  comparing  the  state  of  things  as  they  existed 
when  I  commenced  here  one  year  ago,  with  their  present  condi- 
tion.   Then,  this  little  church  had  but  just  begun  to  live, 
or  even  to  have  a  name.    How,  it  has  a  respectable  standing 
in  the  community.     Then,  there  were  but  twelve  members; 
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twelve  more  have  since  been  added,    Then,  the  church  members 
knew  little  of  each  other,  and  consequently  little  attach- 
ment existed  between  then;  now,  they  are  —ell  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  are  a  loving,  happy  band.    Then,  there 
T7as  merely  a  church  organization,  no  ecclesiastical  society, 
no  missionary  collections,  no  monthly  concert,  -  in  short,  ^11 
was  'jo  be  begun;  now,  we  have  made  a  beginning  in  all  these 
matters.     Then,  Universalism  was  loud  in  its  boafcts  and 
'great  swelling  words,'  and  seemed  to  be  gaining  sway  over  a 
large  part  of  the  community;  now,  it  is  decidedly  checked; 
I  Lear  no  more  of  its  boasts,  and  of  no  more  entering  its 
ranks.    Then,  error  seemed  to  be  bewildering  the  minds  of  the 
mass;  -  now,  there  seems  a  turning  away  with  disgust,  and  a 
corresponding  inquiring  after  the  right  way  of  the  Lord.    Then  , 

the  region  around  seldom  heard  a  gospel  sermon;  -  now,  at 
six  different  points  your  missionary  has  appointments  for 
preaching.    Many  backsliders  have  been  reclaimed,  and  the 
graces  of  God's  people  strengthened.     Thile  I  have  tried  to 
do  what  I  could  under  God,  still  I  have  often  felt  condemned 
fur  uoing  so  little,    Lay  God  forgive  the  errors  of  the  past, 
and  strengthen  me  anew  for  the  coming  yeari" 

This  pastorate  at  Le  Claire  beginning  in  June  of  '49, 
terminated  in  December  of  '51,  at  which  time  Lr.  Cobb  was 
commissioned  for  Tipton. 
In  May  of  1853  he  reports: 

TT1.2y  labors  are  every  month  increasing.    ky  field  is  a 
whole  county,  yea,  into  the  borders  of  another  county.  I 
live  at  the  center,  and  work  out  as  best  I  c::.n.     I  greatly 
need  a  fellow-laborer  to  act  with  me  in  this  great  field  that 
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is  ripe  for  the  harvest.    Four  men  might  profitably  be  employ 
ed  in  places  where  they  are  urgent  for  my  labors.    This  count 
seat  is  fast  growing,  and  loudly  calling  for  my  entire  atten- 
tion; still,  the  large  field  around  must  not  be  neglected. 
Send  us  help.     I  have  just  closed  a  series  of  meetings  out 
four  miles.    There,  in  seventeen  days,  I  preadhed  thirty 
sermons,  and  had  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing  that  my  'labors 
were    not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.'     The  whole  region  seemed 
moved  by  the  Spirit,  and  a  goodly  number  have  been  hopefully 
converted.     Still  the  work  goes  on,  and  I  am  in  'labors  more 
abundant.'     Pray  for  us i " 

In  November  of  the  same  year  there  is  another  report  as 
f  ollows : 

"Iffy  field  is  more  than  a  whole  county,  and  I  have  occu- 
pied it  as  best  I  could.     I  have  had  regular  appointments  at 
nine  different  places,  most  of  which  occur  onee  in  four  weeks 
I  preach  three  times  every  Sabbath,  save  once  in  four  weeks , 
when  I  preach  twice  only.    These  places  are  from  three  to  se- 
ven miles  apart,    .-ere,  at  the  center,  I  preach  once  on  every 
Sabbath  but  one  in  the  month,  and  then  I  go  out. 

;,:ly  congregations  are  generally  very  good  all  around,  and 
good  attention  is  paid.    Often  do  I  see  the  word  spoken  seem- 
ingly taking  effect  for  the  time,  and  I  have  to  grieve  over 
the  fact  that  my  next  appointment  is  so  far  distant  -  four 
weeks.     Ere  that  time  comes  around,  the  good  impression  seems 
dissipated,  and  perhaps  some  forget  the  appointment.     It  is 
trying.     Still  I  trust  good  is  done.     I  try  to  sow  good  seed, 
and  trust  in  G-od  for  the  result. 

"0),  hoy/'  much  I  do  need  more  help  in  this  field1     One  part 
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of  ray  field,  v:here  1  spend  a  fourth  of  my  time,  I  feel  that  I 
must  give  up  after  this  year,  for  ray  time  must  be  more  employ- 
ed here  at  the  center.    \rho  Trill  come  into  and  cultivate  this 
portion  of  ray  field?    Enough  church  members  are  there  already 
to  form  a  church,  and  more  are  coming.     The  country  around  is 
fast  filling  up.    They  want  a  minister,  and  in  that  neighbor- 
hood they  promise  to  help  a  man  all  they  can.    They  know  I 
must  leave  them,  and  they  anxiously  inquire  for  some  minister. 
'Hrio  will  come  and  build  up  a  church  there  from  the  foundation, 
in  that  promising  field?    Tno?    -    "./ho?  Shall  that  field, 
white  for  the  harvest,  50  to  decay? 

"Here  at  the  center,  ire  keep  up  a  weekly  prayer  meeting, 
montlly  concert  and  Sabbath  school. 

"During  this  quarter  the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  remove  by 
death  one  of  our  most  prominent  church  members." 

It  is  amusing  to  read  of  a  railroad  excitement  in  the 
spring  of  1854.    There  was  plenty  of  time  for  this  excitement 
to  cool  off  before  the  engine  really  reached  the  town.  In 
Lay  of  1854  the  pastor  reports  as  follows: 

"3arly  in  the  winter  the  state  of  religion  was  very  low 
among  us,  more  so  than  at  any  time  since  I  came  here,  al- 
though our  congregations  7,rere  very  good  on  the  Sabbath,  yet 
there  was  not  the  Spirit's  presence  as  manifestly  as  was 
desirable.    The  railroad  excitment  had,  seemingly,  absorbed 
everything.    The  pastor  and  church  felt  called  upon  to  hum- 
ble themselves,  and  pray  more  earnestly  for  the  descent  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.    Our  hearts  were  drawn  out,  with  more  and 
more  of  earnestness,  in  prayer.    At  length,  we  felt  called 
upon  to  set  apart  a  season  for  special  exertion  for  the  re- 
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prayer.     It  was  a  good  day.    There  was  a  general  spirit  of 
penitence  and  confession  pervading  our  little  church. 

"Our  meetings  continued  for  two  weeks;  they  were  still 
and  solemn.    The  work  of  the  Lord  moved  on  with  pleasing 
progress.     It  was  manifest  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  convinced 
of  sin.     The  community  -;:as  solemn,  and  meetings  were  well 
attended,    as  the  result,  a  goodly  number  are  indulging  a 
hope  that  they  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Several 
of  these  are  from  our  flourishing  Sabbath  school,  and  give 
pleasing  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart;  some  of  them  are 
teachers  in  the  Sabbath  school.    The  close  of  this  protracy 
ted  meeting  was  not  the  close  of  our  labors  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  mainifestion  of  the  Spirit  of  God  among  us.  The 
work  still  goes  on.    Each  week  we  have  inquity  meetings  at- 
tended by  anxious  souls.    Several  stand  propounded  for  ad- 
mission to  the  church  next  Sabbath." 

LIr.  Cobb's  last  report  at  Tipton  (July  '55)  is  full  of 
good  cheer,  telling  of  a  goodly  ingathering  of  members,  and 
the  good  condition  of  things  in  the  church. 

'I  have  been  permitted  not  only  to  labor  in  hope,  but 
also  to  see  some  happy  fruits  during  the  last  quarter.  l\Tearly 
two  months  of  this  time  have  I  spent  in  meetings  every  night, 
and,  for  three  weeks,  in  the  day  time  also. 

"Some  thirty,  or  thirty- f ive ,  are  indulging  hope  in 
Christ ,    ^imong  them  are  several  heads  of  families ,  and  some 
almost  entire  families,        brother  and  his  wif e ,  members  of 
this  church,  who  live  four  miles  and  a  half  from  town,  have 
laid  themselves  out  for  the  salvation  of  their  children,  and 
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they  now  rejoice  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  five  of  them  - 
all  who  are  old  enough  to  understand  their  accountability. 

"In  this  revival,  as  in  all  others  I  have  witnessed  at  the 
"est,  there  are  brought  to  view  many  who  were  formerly  profes- 
sors of  religion  at  the  East,  but  come  to  the  "test  not  to  serve 
God.    The  Lord  be  praised  that  here,  in  their  new  homes,  they 
still  hear  the  voice  of  God  from  the  living  preacher,  Let 
eastern  christian  parents  know  that  their  prayers  and  alms 
here  meet  in  mercy  on  their  prodigal  children.    For  the  past 
few  weeks  I  have  heard  frequent  reference  made,  amid  tears 
of  gratitude  to  parents'  prayers." 

For  a  year  (1055-56)  he  was  at  Prescott,  Wisconsin.  Prom 
this  field,   (September  '57)  he  reports: 

"For  the  last  two  months  we  have  seen  a  steadily  increas- 
ing attendance  and  attention  at  our  regular  meetings.  At 
length  our  meetings  became  deeply  solemn,  sinners  began  to 
be  anxious,  and  some  to  hope  in  Christ. 

"1.     Jhe  stillness,  solemnity,  and  depth  of  the  work.  All 
our  meetings  were  very  still  and  solemn. 

"2.  i'here  vrere  very  manifest  answers  of  prayer.  Nearly 
all  that  have  ashed  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  God's  peo- 
ple, are  nor:  rejoicing  in  hope. 

"5.     -."any  who  were  formerly  professors  of  religion  at  the 
3ast ,  but  who  were  not  so  known  here,  have  been  searched  out 
and  now  stand  committed  before  the  community  to  be  hereafter 
on  "she  Lord's  side. 

"4.    New  family  altars,  and  many  old  broken  down  ones, 
have  been  erected.     God  seemed  especially  to  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  this  duty,  and  to  our  Joy  many,  very  many,  families 
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are  how  regular  and  joyful  in  their  daily  worship  of  God  in 
their  families, 

"5.    .ill  classes  in  the  community  are  being  "blessed  in 
this  great  and  glorious  work.    Lawyers,  doctors,  school-tea- 
chers, merchants ,  clerks,  farmers,  mechanics,  the  respectable , 
and  not  respectable,  the  profane,  the  degraded  drunkard,  and 
persons  of  all  ages,  have  shared  in  the  blessings.    7e  have 
seen  that  nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord. 

"6.     The  work  has  greatly  cheered  and  encouraged  this 
little  church  to  labor  on  in  hope,  and  it  is  likely  to  add 
greatly  to  its  strength  in  numbers,     lo  the  Lord  our  God  be 
all  the  glory  for  what  he  has  7/rought.    To  ourselves  be 
shame  and  confusion  of  face  for  our  great  unworthiness  to 
labor  amid  such  heavenly  scenes." 

Eis  nest  field  ('57-59)  was  McClean,  Illinois,  and  then 
('59-61)  he  was  at  Atlanta  and  Lincoln.    Prom  this  field 
(October  1860)  he  reports: 

"The  past  iias  been  a  year  of  great  financial  embarrass- 
ment all  over  the  ^est.    We  have  felt  the  effects  of  it  more 
than  -.Then  the  banks  were  breaking,  and  more  was  being  said 
about  'hard  times.'    '.7e  have  shared  with  others  in  depriva- 
tions and  difficulties  of  laboring  amid  this  pressure  that 
has  disturbed  and  ruined  so  many.     It  has  been  a  hard  year 
to  make  progress,  when  men's  hearts  were  failing  them  through 
fear  and  want,  perplexed  by  the  \'orld,  and  deprived,  as  some 
have  been  all  along,  of  suitable  clothing  to  attend  church. 
Still  we  have    seen  progress,  as  will  appear  by  looking  at 
the  state  of  tilings  one  year  ago  and  now. 

"Then,  at  Atlanta,  they  had  a  meeting  house  inclosed,  that 
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had  been  standing  thus  for  some  two  years.    How  it  is  hand- 
somely finished,  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Cod.  (Then 
they  had  been  without  regular  preaching  for  several  months; 
now  they  have  regular  'preaching,  and  have  had  for  six  months 
past.    Ehen  they  had  no  Sabbath  school;  now  they  have  a  flour- 
ishing school  of  nearly  one  hundred  scholars,  with  a  library 
of  260  volumes.     Sod  has  quickened  the  graces  of  his  people, 
reclaimed  some  backsliders ,  and  converted  some  souls.  Six- 
teen have  united  with  the  church.     Trom  an  unsettled,  there 
has  come  a  settled  state  of  things,    had  it  not  been  for  the 
'hard  times'  that  have  disabled  and  scatterd  this  little 
church  so  much,  we  might  have  been  to-day  strong.     But,  as  it 
is,  we  have  abundant  reason  to  thank  Sod,  and  take  courage. 

"At  Lincoln,  my  other  place  of  preaching,  one  year  ago 
the  church  was  but  just  organized  with  eleven  members.  Since 
then  ten' have  been  added.     Inen  we  had  no  place  of  meeting; 
now  we  .worship  in  a  hall  rented  and  fitted  up  for  our  use. 
Chen  the  church  was  without  a  standing  or  reputation  in  the 
place;  now  it  is  well  established,  respected,  and  useful, 
has  lots  procured  for  a  meeting  house,  in  a  beautiful  spot 
in  the  center  of  town,  and  is  contemplating  building  ere  long. 

"Oh,  what  a  field  of  usefulness  is  presented  in  Central 
Illinois,  for  efficeint  laymen I  In  this  rich,  lovely,  and 
healthy  land,  most  gladly  would  we  welcome  such,  and  set 
them  to  work  for  Sod.  How  many  might  oe  spared  from  large 
churches  at  the  3ast ,  who  are  there  doing  out  little  good, 
but  who  might  here  render  important  aid,  and  be  themselves 
blessed  in  watering  others.  'Till  not  some  respond  to  this 
call?" 
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I.lr.  Coot's  next  field  of  labor  is  prairie  du  Chi  en. 
This  was  in  1852,  and  in  April  of  this  year  he  reports: 

"The  afflictive  providences  that  compelled  me  to  leave 
the  place  where.  I  had  "been  pleasantly  laboring  and  seek  a 
more  northern  climate,  finally  led  me  to  pitch  my  tent  among 
tiiis  people,    While  coming  hither  I  was  frequently  reminded, 
by  brethren  on  the  road,  that  I  r:as  going  to  a  hard  and 
difficult  field.    But  I  felt  that  God  had  manifestly  direct- 
ed me  hither,  and,  nothing  daunted,  I  preached  on.    In  an- 
swer to  prayer,  I  felt  that  Sod  had  opened  a  wide  and  needy 
field  before  me  here.     I  desired  to  enter  it  in  the  fear  of 
God,  to  do  his  -..ill,  and  trusting  in  him  for  grace,  and  wis- 
dom,  I  tremblingly  set  foot  on  this  soil,  praying,  'lord, 
-hat  --.lit  thou  have  me  to  do?1 

"Here  I  found  a  little,  feeble  church,  of  fourteen 
resident  members,  only  five  of  whom  T:;ere  males.  Divisions, 
and  various  causes,  had  scattered  what  had  been  a  more  nu- 
merous church.    ITo  regular  meetings  had  been  held  for  some 
tine  months;  a  general  feeling  of  the  need  of  meetings.  This 
made  my  reception  a  cordial  one.    With  a  commendable  zeal  and 
unanimity,  the  people  strove  to  secure  mj   support;  which, 
With  the  assistance  of  your  noble  Society,  they  accomplished. 

"vTe  soon  started  two  Sabbath  schools,  one  here,  and  the 
other  in  "che  lo'.ver  town,  one  mile  off,  where  I  preach  on 
ciinday  afternoons.    Each  of  these  is  prospering,  with  effi- 
cient superintendents  and  teachers.    A  r,reekly  prayer  meet- 
ing was  also  started  at  the  first,  whieh  has  been  regularly 
kept  up.     I  preach  here,  morning  and  evening,  making  three 
services  on  the  Sabbath.    Our  meetings  have  been  regular 
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and  improving  in  their  attendance  and  in  solemnity.    Of  late 
We  have  increased  their  number,  also  G-od  has  "been  with  us, 
softening  hearts  and  reconciling  old  difficulties.  Several 
seem  serious,  and  some  are  beginning  to  hope  that  their  sins 
have  been  forgiven.     Oh!     that  this  may  be  but  as  a  fev: 
drops  before  a  plentiful  shower  of  Divine  grace. 

"fifteen  persons  have  united  -,7ith  the  church  during  this 
quarter,  and  a  number  expect  to  do  so  at  our  next  communion. 
Let  G-od  be  praised  for  That  has  already  been  accomplished  in 
this  vd de  and  needy  field,  in  so  short  a  time]    Ee  has 
dealt  with  us  not  according  to  our  deserts  or  our  fears. 
May  lie  still  assist. 

"Prairie  du  Chi en  was  settled  as  early  as  Philadelphia, 
I  am  told.    Here  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  has  for  about , 
200  years,  been  operating  with  little  to  molest  it,  -and  for 
the  most  of  the  time,  upon  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.   After  so  long  a  time,  the  degradation  and  ignorance 
of  its  still  numerous  communicants  is  a  poor  commentary  on 
the  advantages  of  that  religion.     It  is  certain  that  some 
other  influences  must  elevate  a  people,  else  even  common 
school  education  can  not  be  enjoyed  and  common  morality  be 
practiced.    Most  manifest  is  the  need  here ,  of  a  living  con- 
sistent, Protestant  church,  zo  exhibit  continually  the  vi- 
tal power  of  godliness  and  the  elevating  influences  of  a 
biblical  Christianity. " 

I.lr.  Cobb's  pastorate  at  Prairie  du  Chien  was  simply  a 
somewhat  prolonged  evangelistic  campaign.    Ee  retired  at 
the  end  of  his  first  year. 
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From  1865  to  '71  he  was  agent  feat*  the  American  Lrsaion- 
ary  Association,  having  his  headquarters  in  Chicago,  Then 
from  '72  to  '75  he  was  without  charge,  residing  at  vine  at  on; 
and  in  1886  at  "laukegon. 

The  last  two  years  of  his  life  his  residence  was  at 
Boodle,  South  Dakota,  he  died  of  paralysis  and  nervous 
prostration,  May  16,  1889,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  life. 

I  am  pretty  certain  that  I  met  this  man  a  number  of 
times  while  I  was  in  the  Theological  Seminary.    He  was  in 
Chicago  in  those  years. 

If  the  man  of  my  thought  is  the  real  man,  he  was  large 
in  stature;  fairly  well  satisfied  with  himself;  given  to 
enthusiasm,  and  hence  to  exaggeration,  which  everybody 
took  for  granted  in  him. 

The  records  show  that  he  was  energetic,  somewhat  peri- 
patetic, more  of  an  evangelist  than  a  pastor  and  student. 

He  spent  all  his  ministerial  days  here  in  the  "Test.  He 
gave  Iowa  six  years  of  service,    his  churches,  lo  Claire, 
and  Tipton,  prospered  under  his  administration,  ihere 
were  revivals  and  ingatherings  in  every  church  he  served. 

He  was  counted  a  good  beggar  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
A.M. A.    That  is  a  reputation  not  to  be  despised.     I  have 
learned  by  a  good  deal  of  experience  to  respect  a  man  that 
can  get  money  for  a  good  cause,  and  is  willing  to  engage  in 
the  unpleasant  task. 
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Twent  y-  f  ourt  h  Ske  ten, 

3 IMS  J.  PHAUAlfi 

He  was  the  son  of  Tilliam  and  Sarah  (Hart in)  Francis, 
and  was  born  in  Warren  Ocmnty,  Kentucky,  near  the  Mill 
Springs  battle  ground,  February  11,  1819. 

Then  he  vras  two  years  of  age  his  father  moved  to  Jack- 
son County,  Alabama,  and  there  died  when  his  son  was  eight 
years  old.    his  mother  then  removed  to  Indiana.    He  grew  xxp 
to  manhood  unable  to  read  or  write,  and  began  at  the  begin- 
ning of  an  education  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  Seven 
years  later,  in  1846,  he  graduated  from  Illinois  College, 
Jacksonville;  and  later  studied  in  Lane  Ideological  Seminary. 
Ee  was  licensed  by  the  Congregational  Association  of  Cincin- 
nati in  1848,  and  was  ordained  by  Council  in  Cincinnati  in 
1849. 

Under  the  commission  of  the  A.h.L.S.  he  supplied  the 
churches  of  De77itt  and  Lyons  from  July  IE,  1850  to  July  12, 
1851. 

There  was  an  interesting  revival  at  Lyons  during  the  win- 
ter of  '51  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  Oliver  Emerson,  and 
following  which  there  were  ten  accessions  to  the  church,  Lr. 
Francis  gives  an  account  of  this  meeting  in  a  report  to  the 
Home  Missionary ,  published  in  Lay  of  '51.     The  account  is  as 
follows: 

"It  is  with  feelings  of  love  and  thankfulness  to  Cod  and 
of  gratitude  to  you  and  the  patrons  of  the  Society  who  have 
sustained  us  here  to  the  present  time,  that  I  now  sit  down 
to  co"mmunicate  the  results  of  our  efforts  here. 
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On  the  17th  of  FeTaruary  last  we  commenced  holding  daily- 
meetings.    We  visited  through  the  day  till  2:30  p.m.,  at 
which  time  we  had  meetings  for  conference  and  prayer,  and 
meetings  in  the  evening  for  prayer  and  preaching.     Our  house 
v;as  crowded  with  anxious  hearers,     The  meetings  continued 
thirteen  days,  .and  then  the  cold  v;eather  compelled  us  to 
stop.      'e  may  say  that  it  was  the  best  meeting  that  has 
ever  "been  held  in  Lyons. 

"Che  church  was  greatly  quickened.     The  members  prayed, 
and  felt,  as  they  never  did  before,  the  power  of  truth.  The 
Spirit  of  God  went  through  the  community  to  such  a  degree  that 
sinners  wept,  and  passed  sleepless  nights,  and,  as  we  trust , 
gave  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour.    Dead  professors  were  re- 
vived.   Hardened  and  bitter  enemies  quarrelled  with  them- 
selves, with  those  conducting  the  meeting,  and  with  God-;  and 
were  ill  at  ease.    People  generally  felt  that  God  was  here. 
There  will  be  fifteen  or  t7/enty  brought  into  $he  churches, 
heads  of  families  are  learning  to  pray.     One  intelligent 
husband  and  father  told  me,  when  he  was  rejoicing  in  the 
Saviour's  love,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  disgrace  upon 
his  family,  he  would,  with  his  own  hand,  have  put  an  end  to 
his  life;  he  felt  so  miserable. 

"It  was  good  to  be  here ,  and  so  thought  the  members  of 
the  church,  and  those  brethren  who  were  with  us,  and  preached 
for  us.    ^e  think  that  the  people  in  Lyons  will  not  soon 
forget  that  meeting.     It  has  given  us  vantage  ground,  and 
we  can  now  prosecute  our  work  with  stronger  hope  of  success. 11 

In  Lay  of  '51  Mr«  3'rancis  puts  out  into  the  wilds  of 
Lucas  County,  and  labored  at  Chariton,  organizing  a  church 
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of  seven  members  there  in  September  of  1852. 

Later  he  resided  at  i'ort  Calhoun,  ITebrasha,  preaching 
only  occasionally;  and  there  died,  June  22,  1865. 

Evidently  he  r*as  another  one  of  the  Puritan  band  that 
came  up  into  the  middle  -vest  out  of  the  southland,  choosin 
his  home  in  a  free  state. 

he  gave  us  only  three  years  of  service. 

Ee  came  late  into  the  field,  and  retired  early,  he 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 
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Twent  y-  f i  ft  h  Slie t  c h , 

STEPHEN  DECATUR  HELMS 
Ha  was  bom  March  6,  1815,  at  Oxford,  Orange  County, 
New  York,    he  was  the  oldest  son  of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (Cole- 
man) Helms. 

his  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,    his  educational 
advantages  were  meager,  but,  being  of  a  studious  nature,  he 
applied  himself  at  odd  moments,  acquired  knowledge  mostly 
by  himself,    he  was  never  a  regular  college  student,  but  he 
studied  Greek  and  Latin  at  the  Geneva  fJT«T«)  Lyceum,  at  the 
same  time  teaching  Natural  Science  in  that  school,    he  en- 
tered the  Theological  Seminary  at  Oberlin  in  the  fall  of 
1841,  taking  also  a  metaphysical  course  in  the  College,  un- 
der professor  liahan.    He  did  not  finish  the  theological 
course,  but  his  name,  by  vote  of  the  faculty,  appears  as  a 
graduate  of  the  class  of  1843.     Such  fictions  are  common. 

In  1845-6  Mr*  Helms  entered  home  missionary  service  at 
31khart ,  Indiana,  and  vicinity;  and,  in  '46-7  he  was  at 
Northfield  and  Salem. 

In  1848  he  sought  ordination  from  a  Presbytery,  meeting 
at  ETiles,  Michigan,     having  been  a  Presbyterian  in  early 
life,  he  naturally  turned  to  that  body  for  fellowship.  But 
his  Oberlin  connection  was  a  presumption  against  him;  and 
he  could  not  subscribe  to  the  theological  requirements  of  a 
Presbytery.    He  confesses:     "I  was  shut  out  of  that  church 
by  my  heresy." 

It  affords  me  much  amusement  now  to  think  of  S.  D.  Helms, 
orthodox  of  the  orthodox,  as  numbered  among  the  heretics. 
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But  what  should  he  do  in  such  a  dilemna?    [There  v/as  an  easy 
solution,     -he  Congregational  door  iras  open.     The  Illinois 
brethren  gave  this  rejected  Presbyterian  a  cordial  welcome, 
and  he  was  ordained  at  Peoria,  this  same  year,  1848.     he  r;as 
for  a  tine  a  missionary  pastor  of  the  Virgil  church  in  that 
state . 

In  1849  he  came  to  Iowa,  beginning  at  Andrew  September 
first.    His  first  report  from  this  field  published  in  the 
Home  Missionary,  (November  '50)  is  as  follows: 

"As  God's  agency,  my  chief  support  has  come  from  you.  I 
consider  my  present  field  of  labor  one  that  it  is  important 
to  occupy,  but  one  from  which  a  minister  cannot  at  present 
expect  a  very  large  part  of  his  support.    During  the  last 
year,  I  have  received  nothing  at  all  in  money  from  the  peo- 
ple with  whom  1  labor,  and  but  very  little  in  provisions. 
The  most  that  they  have  done ,  has  been  done  in  drawing  the 
materials  for  my  house.    But  in  stating  this,  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  any  unwillingness  on  their  part.     I'hose  who  made  the 
most  of  the  subscription,  though  farmers,  have  been  obliged 
to  buy  grain  for  their  own  families.    Eighty  or  eighty- five 
dollars,  besides  your  commission  of  $200 ,  is  probably  as 
much  as  I  shall  realize  for  the  past  year." 

Upon  this  report  the  secretaries  are  move  to  remark: 

"It  is  thus  the  nation's  benefactors  live  -  the  men  who 
are  doing  more  for  the  peace  and  order  of  the  country  than 
they  do  who  make  and  execute  the  lairs;  more  for  its  -realth 
than  they  who  carry  on  trade.    Their  teaching  and  example ,  - 
the  leaven  of  their  influence ,  through  the  various  institu- 
tions that  cluster  around  the  churches  "here  they  labor  - 
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supplies  the  healthful  life-blood  which  gives  tone  and 
strength  to  all  the  social  body.    And  yet  they  are  very 
imperfectly  appreciated  and  supported." 

The  second  report  from  1ST,  helms  is  published  in  Decem- 
ber of  '51,  in  which  he  writes: 

"2he  blow  which  had  so  long  been  impending,  at  length 
fell  upon  me.     In  my  former  report  I  mentioned  the  sickness 
of  my  dear,  affectionate  ""if e .     L'he  Lord  has  taken  her  from 
me,  to  be  with  me  no  more  while  I  stay  in  this  world.  Willie 
I  feel  a  desolation  and  loneliness  of  heart  -.vhich  only  those 
know  who  have  learned  by  a  similar  experience,  still  there 
is  a  mitigation  to  my  sorrow  in  the  assurance  that  my  loss 
is  her  gain.     Ehe  last  days  of  her  life  made  me  feel  more 
than  ever  before,  the  preciousness  of  the  Christian's  hope. 
She  was  called  to  leave  her  family  at  a  period  most  trying 
to  a  mother.     She  left  behind  her  two  children,  but  she  gave 
them  up  Tfith  less  apparent  conflict  of  mind  than  I  could 
have  expected.    She  committed  herself  and  her  all  to  Christ, 
and  the  peace  -.vhich  the  world  cannot  give  was  hers.    She  day 
before  she  died  she  said  to  me,   'All  is  peace.'     She  was 
buried  on  Saturday  and  on  the  Saturday  following  I  followed 
to  the  grave,  to  be  laid  beside  the  mother,  our  infant  son. 
Enus  stroke  has  followed  stroke. 

"Che  neighbors  were  attentive  and  kind  during  my  wife's 
protracted  illness.    Ay  hope  and  prayer  is  that  £he  impres- 
sions made  by  those  scenes,  so  trying  to  myself,  may  yet 
result  in  the  salvation  of  some  souls.1' 

In  1654  llr.  helms  made  a  change  to  l?ayette  County,  -is 
first  post  office  address  was  at  Douglass.     In  his  new  field, 
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and  no  doubt  influenced  by  him,  he  followed  the  example  of 
father  Emerson  in  turning  from  the  A«HaM«S«  for  missionary 
aid. 

Che  ^.i.;.L.  records  show  that  in  1864  he    .as  commissioned 
for  Test  Union,  and  received  aid  to  the  amount  of  v250;  that 
again  in  1855  he  was  commisioned  for  Test  union;  in  '56,  for 
.'est  union  and  TTestfield;  and  in  '57  for   .'estfield  and  Lima; 
and  in  '58  for  layette  and  Slyria. 

In  IBoi  he  had  become  reconciled  again  to  the  ^.__.I.I.S. 
and  had  accepted  a  commission  dated  November  first  of  this 
year  for  Lima  and  ':es'i;  ~nicn. 

.-'rom  '61  to  '65  he  had  no  commission  from  the  society. 
In  these  years,  while  preaching  more  or  less,  he  was  for  the 
most  part  doing  editorial  work,  a  part  of  the  time  at  'Test 
Union,  and  for  a  little  while  at  --.ellevue. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  guess  as  to  the  tone  and  attitude 
of  L  rot  her  helm's  paper  in  \h„ose  years  of  the  war.    Of  course 
he  was  a  northern  man,  and  a  Lincoln  man,  and  an  anti-slavery 
man,  and  a  temperance  man,  all  through  and  through.  .  He  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  anti-slavery  socie- 
ties in  the  northwest,     -hen  the  cause  of  abolition  was  new, 
and  it  cost  something  to  be  an  advocate  tof  it ,  ,:e  was  one  of 
the  few  who  fearlessly  and  boldly,  by  speech  and  by  writing, 
upheld  its  principles. 

In  1867  and  '68  he  is  again  in  the  home  missionary  ranks 
with  a  commission  for  x<ima  and  vicinity  for  three  fourths  of 
the  time. 

In  '69  and  '70  his  commission  s  read  "Lima,  Bethel,  Cay- 
lorsville  and  Richfield." 
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Prom  '73  to  '88  he  was  without  charge,  his  residence  at 
Lima,  where  he  had  lived  nearly  all  the  time  for  thirty-four 
years,    here,  harch  15,  1C88  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years  and  nine  days. 

Rev.  Reuben  R.  helms,  a  nephew,  analyzes  the  character 
of  his  uncle  as  follows  (see  Minutes  of  1889): 

"He  was  unassuming  and  somewhat  reserved  in  his  manner, 
yet  animated  and  lively  in  thought  and  manner  whenever  any 
important  theme  was  the  subject  of  conversation,    he  posses- 
sed a  metaphysical  turn  of  mind  and  that  in  a  marked  degree, 
always  going  to  the  foundation  of  things,  and  grasping  first 
principles.    Because  of  this,  perhaps,  his  was  not  the  popu- 
lar style  of  manner  or  speech.    Hone  had  a  "better  understand- 
ing of  what  he  believed,  or  why  he  believed  it.    i_e  was  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  modern  Jews,  and  wrote  for  some  of  their 
leading  publications,  and  some  of  his  articles  elicited  much 
controversy  among  them.    He  ./rote  and  left  manuscripts  on 
metaphysical  topics  which  have  been  characterized  by  leading 
minds  as  'eminently  philosophical,'  but  probably  now  they  will 
never  see  the  light  of  print,    .xe  was  twice  a  widower,  and 
leaves  a  family  of  three  sons,  all  grown." 

Of  course  1  had  some  acquaintance  with  Brother  Helms* 
he  was  a  brother-in-law  of  '.7.  L.  Golemah,  my  neighbor  at 
hitchell;  and  his  brother,  Benjamin  ..elms,  was  one  of  the 
deacons  of  my  church  at  Osage.     Once  in  a  while  he  came  over 
to  see  his  brother  and  his  brother-in-law,  and  once  to  twice 
he  occupied  my  pulpit.    „e  was  not  an  entertaining  speaker, 
but  he  furnished  plenty  of  food  for  reflection  in  his  sermons. 

he  was  a  Puritan  of  the  old  stamp,  but  progressive  enough 


367 

to  be  a  Presbyterian  heretic  and  an  abolitionist  •    lie  stood 
for  everything  that  vr&s  sound  and  wholesome  and  true,  and 
for  progress  in  all  lines  educational,  material,  moral  and 
spiritual . 

He  vas  a  great  force  and  factor  in  the  development  of 
layette  County,    he  gave  Iowa  nearly  forty  years  of  service, 
his  -.70 rk  was  solid,  substantial,  enduring.    We  have  no 
hesitation  in  enrolling  his  name  among  the  Builders  of  the 
G  oLimonw  ealth . 
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twenty- sixth  Sketch , 

E3IIHY  LOUIS  BULLSEf 

His  father  and  mother  -.7ere  Louis  and.  Esther  (Grout) 
Sullen,  of  3ast  lledway,  Liassachuset  os .    He  was  born  August 
17,  1820.    He  was  of  English  descent.    His  grandfather  v;as  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  leading  a  company  of  patriots 
in  the  first  skirmish  at  Lexington,    he  spent  his  youth  in 
Massachusetts,  having  there  the  "best  of  school  privileges, 
lie  attended  Franklin  Academy;  was  a  student  in  the  lestern 
Reserve  College,  Ohio,  out  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  the 
class  of  1842.    He  spent  the  following  year  in  Andover 
Theological  seminary,    he  was  married  November  4.,  1844,  to 
Llary  Harrington,  of  "."alden    Vermont.    After  graduation  and 
marriage  he  spent  three  years  in  the  south,  teaching  at  Ma- 
con,  and  Batonton,  Georgia,    he  was  licensed  by  the  Hopewell 
Presbytery  at  Sparta,  G-eorgia,  in  1846.     From  1847-1849  he 
taught  at  ..oliston,  Mass. 

He  began  at  Port  Byron,  Illinois,  September  22,  1849, 
that  being  the  date  of  his  commission,  and  with  Port  Byron 
he  supplied  also  Le  Claire,  Iowa.    :_e  was  ordained  at  Port 
Byron,  Hay  7,  1850.    Rev.  A.  B.  Bobbins  of  Lluscatine  preach- 
ing the  sermon.    The  pastorate  at  Port  Byron  and  Le  Claire 
was  brief.    He  was  taken  out  of  it  for  a  professorship  in 
the  little  primary  school  called  Iowa  College,  then  located 
at  Davenport.     J:o  college  opened  with  one  professor,  on  a 
salary  of  $600  a  year,  in  ITovember  1848.    This  professor, 
Erastur  Ripley,  was  alone  in  the  school  until  the  coming 
of  Professor  Bullen  in  June  of  1850. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Hat hematics,     -here  are 
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indications  that  he  was  especially  fitted  for  this  position. 
He  was  a  college  graduate,  and  a  scholar  of  high  standing. 
He  Tras  a  fine  linguist,  and  he  was  well  abreast  of  the  times 
in  his  knowledge  of  science,    his  make  up  was  essential 
mathematical. 

The  characterization  of  Professor  Bullen  given  by  a 
student,  H.  H.  Bellfield,  of  the  class  of  1858,  is  as  follows.: 

"Professor  Bullen,  the  youngest  of  the  quartet,  might 
have  been  a  "Test  Pointer,  so  faultless  in  dress  and  so  erect 
and  precise  in  his  bearing."     It  is  said,  too,  that  he  was 
a  first-class  financier. 

Then  Professor  Bullen  came  to  the  school  in  1850  he 
found  there  Professor  Ripley,  and  beside  the  students  in  the 
preparatory  department,  twenty-eight  pupils  of  higher  grade 
studying  Latin  and  Greek. 

In  1847  the  trustees  were  instructed  to  plan  and  erect 
"a  permanent  College  building  in  good  taste,  and  which  -.Then 
enclosed  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ;2,000." 

Professor  Bullen  found  this  senior  professor  and  these 
students  domiciled  in  this  two  thousand  dollar  house  -  a 
small  low,  one  story,  brick  building,  thirty-five  by  fifty, 
and  divided  into  three  rooms,  two  for  recitations,  and  one 
used  as  a  chapel  and  recitation  room  combined. 

I  have  not  before  me  a  single  itam  of  the  experiences  of 
Professor  Bullen  in  all  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the 
College.     It  is  safe  to  say  that  he  did  quite  a  bit  of  preach- 
ing here  and  there  during  those  years,  but  there  is  no  record 
of  it  in  the  College  archives,  and  no  hint  of  it  in  the  state 
Minutes . 
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his  connection  v/lth  the  college  covered  a  period  of 
nine  years • 

"Then  the  school  closed  up  in  1859  preparatory  to  moving 
to  Crinnell,  he  sought  other  employment. 

There  vras  no  place  for  him,  or  any  of  the  old  professors 
in  the  nevr  Iovra  College,    rrofessor  L.  S.  Parker  began  Trlth 
the  Io*"a  College  at  J-rinnell  as  rrofessor  Hipley  at  Davenport, 
sole  monarch  of  all. 

Professor  Sullen  was  not  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do. 
Ee  i7as  an  ordained  minister  and  ministers  rere  scaree.  Many 
pulpits  ware  open  to  him.    Durant ,  only  a  fei7  miles  array,  gave 
him  a  call.    He  had  been  there  many  times  before.    He  began 
at  Durant  January  1,  1860.     The  church  organized  Llay  25,  '56, 
and  in  I860  had  a  membership  of  thirty-five.     Of  course  Ur. 
Bull  en  ".vas  under  the  auspices  of  the  --.merican  home  Missionary 
Society.     In  November  of  this  year  his  first  report  appears: 

"I  was  installed  on  the  50th  of  i.Iay,  last,  as  pastor  of 
this  church.     Such  i7as  the  v*ish  of  the  church \  and  I  accepted, 
under  the  belief  that  it  is  quite  as  -.veil  for  these  churches, 
though  not  at  present  able  to  raise  the  entire  salary  of  a 
minister,  to  enter  into  ohis  closer  and  more  intimate  rela- 
tion, rather  than  continue  to  be  ministered  unto  Tstated 
supplies . ' 

"I  believe  that  churches  r;ill  do  more  for  a  pastor's 
support  that  for  that  of  a  transient  minister.     If  they  can 
maintain  v.'ith  your  kind  help,  a  'stated  supply,'  it  does 
seem  as  if  they  might,  v/ith  at  least  equal  ease,  sustain, 
with  your  help,  a  permanent  pastor.    One  of  your  avovred  ob- 
jects in  aiding  churches  is  to  secure  the  relation  of  castor 
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and  people,  as  a  relation  of  the  greatest  importance.  Why, 
then,  should  there  be  this  timidity,  on  the  part  of  both 
ministers  and  people,  in  respect  to  arrangements  for  the 
permanent  settlement  of  'pastors?'     Is  there  not  a  lack  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  churches?    I  am  well  aware 
of  the  unsettled  state  of  everything  and  everybody,  in  these 
new  settlements.    But  this  unhappy  condition  of  things  is 
promoted,  rather  than  checked ,  by  this  annual  arrangement 
for  the  stay  of  the  minister.    Permanence  in  the  ministry 
goes  far  towards  s:oreading  a  spirit  of  permanence  and  con- 
tentment among  the  people,    hultitudes  of  families  suffer- 
ing under  an  unconfessed  longing  for  old  Eastern  homes,  idly 
dream  that  a  remova.1  to  some  other  -point,  though  just  as  new, 
will  heal  all  their  ills.    '.7e  all  feel  more  or  less  of  this 
indestructible  love  of  home,, of  our  old  homes,  but  this 
feeling  is  transferred  in  a  measure  to  our  new  abodes  by 
plans  for  permanence  rather  than  change." 

The  sentiments  of  the  report  received  official  endorse- 
ment from  the  authorities  in  ITew  York: 

"It  is  generally  esteemed,  among  farmers,  undesirable  to 
let  out  their  farms  by  the  year.    The  proper  treatment  of  land, 
requires  a  forecast  that  embraces  several  years  in  its  view; 
and  very  few  men  are  able  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  the 
soil  and  the  trees,  if  in  doubt,  every  spring,  whether  they 
may  not  be  compelled  to  remove  at  the  end  of  a  twelve  month. 
The  proper  cultivation  of  a  parish  requires  a  more  extended 
forecast  than  that  of  a  farm.     Its  plants  are  of  slow  growth; 
and  its  finest  harvests  come  only  after  many  years  of  wise, 
patient,  sj/stematic  ever  watchful,  ever  prayerful  labor.  The 
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interests  of  our  'Testern  communities  are  grieveously  suffer- 
ing from  an  instability  of  the  pastoral  relation,  which  is 
fatal,  alike,  to  thi  "best  growth  of  minister  and  of  people. 
ITor  is  it  the  religious  welfare  alone  of  society  which  is  com- 
promised by  this  habit  of  change.     Social  interest,  with  those 
of  education  and  even  of  industry  and  of  trade,  suffer  from 
the  same  cause,    "he  man  of  3-od  ought  to  plant  himself  in 
a  community,  and  the  people  should  establish  him  in  his 
place,     Thus  alone  can  either  of  the  two  do  the  most  good 
or  got  the  most  good." 

His  next  report   (April  '62)  is  -written  in  dark  days, 
"in  troublous  times",  "in  the  darkness  of  poverty,"  and  in 
dubious  financial  conditions,    he  says: 

"The  attendance  of  the  people  at  the  sanctuary  has  been 
steady,  and  I  trust  the  great  foundation  work  has  been  going 
forward,  even  in  these  troublous  times.    Two  persons,  since 
my  last  report,  have  united  with  us  b~   letter.     I' he  whole 
number  added  to  this  church  during  the  year  1861  has  been 
twelve,  eight  by  letters  and  four  by  profession.     But  the 
days  of  darkness  and  poverty  are  upon  us.    The  payment  fo 
subscriptions  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  with  many. 
Farmers  look  at  their  large  crops  and  tremble  as  they  re- 
flect how  little  money  can  be  obtained  for  them.  Interest 
to  pay  on  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands,  provisions 
to  make  for  groceries  and  clothing,  taxes  and  incidental 
expenses,  consume,  before  they  are  aware,   ohe  whole;  and 
what  can  they  do  for  the  minister? 

"The  times  are  so  dubious  that  they  hardly  dare  to  make 
subscriptions  for  another  year.     let  some  of  them  say,  'We 
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can  not  go  back  and  live  as  heathen,  without  the  ordinances 
of  the  Crospel;  and  -,ve  will  make  almost  any  sacrifice  for  the 
continuance  of  our  privileges.1     The  missionary  feels  the 
pressure  on  both  sides,  in  the  diminished  resources  of  the 
Society  and  of  his  own  people,    "."hat  can  he  do? 

:tIt  is  a  time,  if  ever  there  "ras  such  a  time,  for  '.Tailing 
"by  faith;  for  vision  fails.     It  is  to  be  most  sincerely  hoped, 
that  this  -/inter  is  the  darkest  hour  these  Western  churches 
Will  ever  see.    I  say  to  these  brethern,  that  now  is  the 
hour  to  hold  fast  and  exert  every  energy  to  weather  the  ; 
storm,  saving  not  only  the  passengers,  but  also  the  ship. 

"Christian  benevolence  and  human  sympathy  will  lead  a 
missionary  to  share  the  sufferings  and  self  denials  which  he 
sees  his  feeble  flock  willing  to  endure  for  the  cause  of 
Christ.    It  is  not  time  now  for  ministers,  whether  mission- 
aries or  not,  to  desert  their  people  for  insuf f iceiency  of 
Support,  unless  actually  starved  out. 

"Business  men,  and  even  farmers,  are  looking  out  more 
promising  fields  for  enterprise  and  living.     One  of  my  most 
prominent  members  has  returned  to  Ohio  leaving  his  lands  to 
tenants;  and  I  suppose  v;e  shall  lose  his  large  subscription 
in  aid  of  the  Gospel.    Still,  the  consolations  of  Christ  are 
as  precious,  yea,  more  precious  for  the  severity  of  these 
war- times  to  these  discouraged,  feeble  churches.     I  believe 
that  the  Lord  '.Till  help  us  soon,  and  that  right  early,  if 
our  faith  fail  not.     There  is  a  favorable  state  of  religious 
feeling  among  my  people;  and  v;e  are  praying  and  hoping  for 
the  blessing  of  divine  grace." 

The  ne;:t  report  (October  '62),  impersonal  and  scholastic, 
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as  his  reports  were  wont  to  be,  discusses  impartially,  and 
illustrates,  tha  shady  and  the  sunny  side  of  missionary  life. 
He  writes: 

"The  field  occupied  by  a  missionary  pastor  is  fruitful 
in  discouragements.     It  is,  of  course,  weak  in  pecuniary 
strength  else  it  would  not  be  a  missionary  field;  but  to  ask 
an  increase  of  aid  ••hen  we  ought  to  :.ave  made  some  advance 
toward  self-support  is  disheartening.    There  are,  indeed, 
for  this  state  of  things,  special  reasons;  but  these  reasons 
deepen  the  darkness  -  our  country  involved  in  a  most  griev- 
ous civil  war,  the  natural  course  of  commerce  interrupted, 
the  prices  of  our  produce  reduced  one  half,  and  the  cost 
of  irhat  we  must  purchase  doubled. 

"Besides,  the  missionary  must  see,  that  it  is  a 

day  of  small  things  and  small  results.    His  church  is  small  - 
his  congregation  seldom  reaching  a  hundred;  his  prayer  meet- 
ings, usually  less  than  twenty-five;  his  Sabbath  school,  ne- 
ver exceeding  fifty;  his  salary,  small  c.nd  slow  to  come;  his 
style  of  living,  if  within  his  salary,  of  necessity  meager 
and  frugal;  his  library  rarely  welcomes  a  new  book;  and  his 
church  grows  slowly  in  graces  and  numbers. 

Does  not  such  a  pastor  need  high,  far- reaching  views  of 
the  real  importance  and  grandeur  of  his     orh?    Does  he  not 
have  frequent  occasion  to  refresh  himself  with  prayer  and 
reflections  on  the  value  of  souls,  and  on  the  early  future 
of  the  multitudes  soon  to  dwell  on  these  inviting  prairies? 
Does  he  not  need  to  comfort  and  cheer  himself  with  the  thought 
of  the  prayers  and  help  coming  to  him  from  distant  Christians? 


"Out  of  our  weakness  come  our  comfort  and  strength.  'Te 
do  not  -.vo rk  unheeded  or  forgotten.    A  kind  stranger,  a  lady 
of  Western  Hew  York,  sympathizing  with  our  good  work  sends 
the  friendly  gift  of  Luller's  life  of  Trust,  to  quicken  and 
uphold  faltering  faith.    Che  Lord  bloss  her,  for  the  kindness 
and  vrisdom,  in  helping  at  the  point  -;;here  help  is  most  needed. 
'Lord,  increase  our  faith,1  a  thousand  fold!    A  Sabbath  school, 
most  abundant  in  good  works,  sends  a  donation  of  books  to  our 
school.     Ihe  children  receive  them  eagerly,  and  read  them 
with  avidity,  pleased  and  profited  by  the  "'elcome  books  which 
are  issued  by  the  Ilass.  3.  S.  Society.    A  live  member  of  the 
American  ,-ome  Missionary  Society,  resident  here,  contributes 
a  neat  library  case,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  these  boolcs.  An 
aged  christian  lady  of  Connecticut,  sends  funds  to  purchase 
linen  for  the  table  of  our  Lord,  and  a  covering  for  our  pul- 
pit.   The  ladies  of  the  Congregation  have  provided  ne-;  cur- 
tains for  the  -.vindoTTS. 

"After  all  these  favors,  comes  your  commission,  (grant- 
ing, indeed,  less  than  we  ask,  but  more  than  we  deserve,) 
and  the  pastor  thanks  G-od  humbly,  and  (may  he  not?)  takes 
courage.    I.Iay  all  those  gifts,  prayers  and  labors  be  crormed 
77ith  a  rich  harvest  of  converted  souls  I    Amen  I" 

•   Tliere  are  both  lights  and  shadov/'S  in  the  next  report 
(December  '64)  but  on  the  v;hole  the  skies  are  brightening, 
and  conditions  are  improving  a  little.    He  reports: 

"Do  you  not  tire  of  helping  these  feeble  churches  so 
many  years?    Do  you  not  become  impatient  at  their  slo1"  grorrfch? 
Then  you  can  appreciate  the  shado~s  that  fall  on  the  hearts 
of  your  missionaries,  v.rho  labor  and  pray  and  wait  long  for 
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rich  oroming  harvests  of  souls  that  shall  give  moral  and 
material  strength  sufficient  to  maintain  the  Gospel  without 
foreign  aid. 

"It  is  no  small  trial,  to  he  a  missionary;  to  'be  depen- 
dent, for  more  or  less  of  support,  on  christian  charity;  to 
maintain  constant  care  and  economy,  in  order  to  live  upon 
the  salary  given;  to  contend  with  the  depressing  influences 
which  spring  out  of  the  feebleness  of  the  churches.    Let  no 
man  attempt  to  he  a  missionary,  without  something  of  christ- 
ian heroism.    He  must  taken  patiently  his  small  salary,  and 
must  learn  to  endure  hardness,  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ. 
If  it  be  demanded  of  him  co  make  bricks  without  straw*  ser- 
mons of  superior  excellence  without  a  salary  adequate  to 
purchase  books,  without  a  parsonage  and  its  study,  and  press- 
ed with  cares,  let  him  not  faint,  or  envy  his  brethren  T,rho 
had  ample  salaries,  good  parsonages,  and  servants  in  kitchen 
and  garden,     i'his  stinted,  crowded,  harassed  way  of  living, 
makes  one  covet  some  of  these  prairie  farms  where  in  inde- 
pendent abundance  he  may  live,    1'his  is  missionary  life; 
and  those  who  choose  it  should  possess  so  much  of  zeal  as 
to  count  it  a  Joy  to  suffer  loss  for  Christ. 

"Tnile  our  mission  is  one  of  faith  more  than  of  sight, 
it  is  not  altogether  destitute  of  present  comfort.     I  find 
comfort  in  the  ministry  of  so  glorious  a  Gospel.     I  find 
comfort  in  ita  power  over  myself  and  over  others.     It  is 
pleasant  to  see  evidences  of  growth  and  stability.     I  have 
enjoyed  the  construction  of  'slips'  in  our  church  by  means 
of  funds  raised  fey  the  ladies  in  a  festival,  and  by  means 
of  labor  given  by  some  of  the  brethren.     Cue  hundred  and 
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sixty  persons  can  new  "be  seated  in  our  house.    A  new  fence 
and  a  coat  of  paint  on  the  outside,  will  greatly  improve  our 
tasteful  house  of  worship.    T7e  greatly  need  a  moderate  sized 
bell,  as  there  is  none  in  this  village. 

"The  success  of  the  church  in  Washington^  in  obtaining  a 
bell  from  a  good  lady  in  Hartford, ' Conn. ,  emboldens  me  to 
say,  that  such  a  princely  gift  would  be  welcome  here. 

,r"7e  have  been  comforted  in  our  wor3c  by  the  arrival  of  a 
'box'  from  some  hind  friends  in  flbrwich,  Conn.    Many  thanks 
to  those  dear  ladies  for  their  generous  regard  for  us.  When 
such  evidences  of  interest  come,  we  are  ready  to  exclaim, 
who  wouldn't  be  a  missionary!     The  pastor,  his  wife  and 
children,  are  now  all  so  well  supplied  that  the  question, 
1 'Therewithal  shall  we  be  clothed,'  has  no  further  place  on 
our  lips. 

"If  there  is  something  humiliating  in  being  beneficiaries, 
it  is  certainly  some  alleviation,  to  be  blessed  with  such  hind, 
generous  benefactors  as  we  have  had,  in  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts,  since  we  entered  on  our  work  here.    Add  to 
this,  the  touching  and  kind  words  and  works  of  my  own  peo- 
ple, and  the  asperities  of  this  mission  life  are  forgotten 
in  an  over. .'helming  sense  of  unworthiness  to  fill  so  favored 
a  station." 

The  next  report,  if  report  it  may  be  called,  is  a  most 
excellent  homily  on  the  Grace  of  Giving,  as  follows  (jVd.'GS): 

"One  of  the  important  duties  of  ministers  is  in  danger  of 
being  overlooked  by  your  missionaries.     I  refer  to  the  duty 
of  cultivating  in  their  churches  the  grace  of  giving.  Our 
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churches  are  feeble  -  unable  to  sustain  their  own  pastors 
alone  -  shall  the;/  give  to  help  other  churches  to  do  that 
which  they  are  not  doing  for  themselves?    It  sometimes  seems 
to  the  people  a  sort  of  inconsistency,  for  their  missionary 
ministers  to  press  upon  them  this  duty  of  giving  to  the 
cause  of  missions  at  home  or  abroad.     I  have,  I  confess, 
felt  as  if  there  were  some  incongruity  in  the  matter. 

"'This  year  I  was  led  to  choose  these  yrords:     'See  that 
ye  abound  in  this  grace  also,'    as  the  foundation  for  my  ap- 
peal in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  I.ome  Missions*     I  found  upon 
studying  the  passage  that  it  involved  the  obligations  of  all 
to  exercise  this  grace  of  liberality  whatever  their  ability 
that  poverty  even,  which  is  the  only  plausible  excuse,  was 
no  excuse  at  all. 

"Paul  founded  his  appeal  to  the  Christians  at  Corinth  on 
the  marvelous  graco  exhibited  by  the  Macedonians,  whose  gifts 
had  been  offered  with  such  a  christian  benevolence  out  of  the 
very  depths  of  poverty.    (This  was  like  Christ,  who,  though  he 
was  rich,  yet  for  our  sahes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his 
poverty  might  be  made  rich.    Then  I  thought  of  the  poor  widow 
who  cast  two  mites,  even  all  her  living,  into  the  Lord's 
treasury,  with  the  special  approval  of  Christ.     I'hon  I  said 
it  is  clear  that  all  must  give,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich, 
every  one  whether  able  or  not ,  as  the  "jorld  commonly  inter- 
prets ability.    The  poor  have  need  of  'this  grace'  as  much 
as  they  have  need  of  faith  and  love.     But  it  is  a  grace 
which,  like  prayer,  thrives  by  exercise.     Ihe  poor  have  need 
of  the  comfort  which  comes  from  giving,  as  well  as  of  that 
which  comes  from  receiving. 
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"Then  I  said  that  this  is  a  grace  which  specially  requires 
us  to  'see  to  it.'     It  is  difficult  to  practice.    We  always 
have  more  ways  ,  useful  ways ,  of  spending  money  than  we  have 
of  getting  it.     If  we  wait  till  all  our  own  wants  are  sup- 
plied, we  shall  never  give  anything.     It  is  the  very  sub- 
stance of  self-denial  to  give  away  that  of  which  we  have 
ourselves  pressing  need. 

!,The  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  are  exposed  to  the  peril 
of  penuriousness.     Giving  breahs  the  hardening  crust  of  self- 
ishness.    'Jhis  grace  costs  something.     Selfish  interests  plead 
against  it;  there  is  occasion  to  give  special  regard  to  the 
exhortation;     'See  that  ye  abound  in  this  grace  also.' 

"So  I  invited  my  people,  the  poor  as  well  as  tliose  in 
more  comfortable  circumstances,  to  give,  as  a  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  their  love  to  Christ,  as  an  exhibition  of  one 
of  the  sweetest  of  all  the  christian  graces  -  for  their 
own  sakes,  for  the  sake  of  the  needy,  in  response  to,  and 
in  harmony  with  the  action  and  spirit  of  the  churches,  to 
do  more  than  ever  for  the  spread  of  a  full,  pure  Gospel 
throughout  our  land.  1 

"hen  Ihr.  hullen  --rites  again,  a  shadow  of  the  darkest 
hue  has  fallen  upon  his  household.    rIhe  account  of  it  is  in 
the  harch  issue  of  tho  „ome  Missionary  for  1867,  as  follows: 

"For  six  years  the  families  of  my  congregation  were 
quite  permanent.     I  find  the  seventh  year  of  my  labors  . 
marked  by  great  changes.     Six  families  have  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  other  places,  taking  away  some  forty  persons  and 
some  fourteen  members  from  my  church.     Others  have  come  in 
and  partially  filled  the  vacancy. 
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"Never  has  there  been  such  a  time  here  of  buying  and 
selling  farms.    Nobody  seems  settled.    I.Iy  work  seems  like 
gathering  autumnal  leaves  for  the  prairie  winds  to  scatter. 
Those  have  gone,  I  trust,  to  give  strength  to  other  churches. 

"Death  also  has  been  ousy  among  us.    Uithin  three  months 
three  children  and  four  adults  have  died.     Two  of  the  adults 
—ere  members  of  my  church.     One  had  lived  a  long  life,  as  an 
earnest  Christian,  and  died  a  witness  co  the  glorious  power  of 
faith  in  Jesus,     The  other,  shall  I  write  it,  was  my  dear  -.rife. 
God  seems  now  to  have  been  preparing  me  for  this  great,  sudden 
sorrow  by  constant  sympathy  with  the  dying  and  the  bereaved  in 
preceding  weeks.     Then  came  the  shadow  over  my  own  heart.  She 
was  taken  with  pleurisy,  which  increased  in  severity  beyond 
all  relief.     Exhausted  with  pain  and  want  of  sleep,  she  sank 
in  death,  December  7th,  after  an  illness  of  one  week. 

"She  was  born  in  balden,  Vt.,  in  1825,  and  was  educated 
in  that  State.     She  was  comely  in  person,  of  active  mind,  and 
of  excellent  taste  and  culture,  specially  in  music  and  paint - 
ing.    %%t  organization  was  delicate,  and  for  many  years  she 
was  a  great  sufferer  from  dyspepsia.     In  the  toils  and  bur- 
dens of  ;.cr  family  and  of  the  missionary  work  she  labored 
beyond  her  ability.    Uniform,  earnest  and  steady  in  her  piety, 
she  was  familiar  with  the  Scriptures,  and  a  sweet  singer  of 
the  songs  of  Zion.     She  leaves  three  little  ones,  motherless. 

"The  sympathy  and  kindness  of  our  dear  people  have  been  a 
great  source  of  strength  to  us  both,  through  all  these  years 
of  missionary  toil.    Added  to  this ,  wfi  have  had  friends  in- 
deed, in  many  other  churches,  whose  substantial  help  has  saved 
the  departed  many  an  hour  of  toil.     IDven  as  we  were  committing 
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the  precious  dust  to  the  earth,  there  oame  tidings  of  such 
aid  from  christian  friends  in  Sloversville ,  ::.  Jhe  mother 

lives  not  to  thank  them,  out  her  children  and  her  husband  owe 
them  a  double  debt  of  gratitude,  for  this  thoughtful  attention 
to  the  --.-ants  of  a  home  missionary  family  nor:  clothed  in  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  its  beloved,  gentle,  excellent  mother." 

In  his  last  report  (April  '68)  Mr,  Bullen  discusses  ''min- 
isterial changes,"  and  it  comes  out  that  it  is  a  personal 
matter  that  he  is  discussing,  and  he  hints  at  the  reason  for 
his  leaving  Itarant.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"By  advice  of  a  mutual  council,  I  closed  my  pastoral  re- 
lation to  tilt  church  here  with  the  year  1867.    This  relation 
T7as  formed  eight  years  ago.    xis  it  is  a  part  of  the  purpose 
of  your  Society  to  encourage  the  permanence  of  the  pastoral 
relation,  it  seemed  best    to  me  then  to  be  installed,  though 
the  church  was  feeble.    Experience  confirms  my  conviction  that 
in  this  you  are  right.    The  settled  pastor  can  enter  more 
heartily  into  the  interests  of  his  church  and  people.  __e 
can  make  for  himself  and  family  a  home .    i.e  can  engage  -.vith 
more  system  and  zeal  in  study.    :.o  can  grow  into  more  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  people.     It  is  sad  and  disheart- 
ening to  look  over  the  minutes  of  our  Association  and  see 
how  brief  have  been  the  terms  of  service,  how  frequent  the 
changes  among  your  missionaries  in  this  State,     is  it  not  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  churches, 
of  the  ministers,  and  of  your  Society?    "Jhat  are  the  causes 
of  this  instability?    .are  the  churches  hard  to  please?  .-a-e 
fcft*  ministers  restless?    ^re  the;/  poorly  supported?    Do  the 
Agents  of  your  Society  listen  too  readily  to  the  complaints 
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of  ministers  or  churches,  and  open  the  way  for  "both  ministers 
and  people  to  mahe  a  change  facile,  tUsomgii  the  aid  you  fur- 
nish?   why  may  not  a  missionary  work  as  long  on  his  field  as 
ordinary  pastors  do  on  theirs?    These  frequent  removals  are 
a  heavy  tax  on  their  stinted  salaries,  take  much  time,  and  are 
a  great  annoyance  and  burden  to  their  families.     Such  trials 
merit  our  deepest  sympathies. 

"I  have  found  the  pastoral  relation  a  pleasant  one,  favor- 
able to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  a  help  to  weather  the 
storms  incident  to  all  churches.    During  my  pastorate,  sixty 
have  "been  received  into  the  church;  forty- two  by  letter,  and 
eighteen  by  profession.    £s  an  illustration  of  the  changes 
going  on  in  the  west,  v;e  have  dismissed  twenty- one  in  the 
last  two  years,  and  have  lost  four  by  death  in  the  same  time, 
This  church,  now  has  a  membership  of  fifty-five;  its  house  of 
wo rahi p  is  free  from  debt;  its  oabbath  school  is  liberally  sus- 
tained, and  there  is  promise  of  prosperity  in  its  general  con- 
dition.    It  is  to  be.  hoped  that  with  the  increase  of  population 
and  wealth  here,  this  church  will  purpose  hereafter  to  sustain 
its  own  minister.    This  commimity  is  not  cursed  with  so  many 
schisms  as  are  many  of  our  '.Testern  towns.    It  has  been  the 
endeavor  of  their  pastor  to  -prevent  the  evils  of  numerous 
divisions.    And  it  is  quite  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that 
we  have  no  more  separate  meetings  than  when  I  began,  eight 
years  ago.     'The  Episcopal  and  Congregational  churches  have 
existed  here  from  the  beginning,  and  these  are  enough  for  the 
people  or  their  ability.    My  seal  in  this  matter  has  brought 
upon  me  the  rspaoach  of  being  sectarian,  and  has  cost  me  my 
position;  but  I  rejoice  in  the  present  and  prospective  unity 
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of  the  people,  diverse  as  are  their  origin  and  education;  and 
my  prayer  is  that  they  may  grow  up  into  a  strong  church." 

From  Durant  Lir.  Sullen  went  to  Orford,  the  present  day 
I.kmtour.     The  Minutes  have  no  record  of  Lir.  Bullen  at  Orford, 
and  the  Hpme  Missionary  records  show  no  commission  to  him  for 
that  year,  hut  hobert  Stuart,  on  retiring  from  Orford  (report 
of  December  '68)  writes: 

"The  region  thus  surrendered  to  our  care,  already  contains 
from  six  to  eight  hundred  inhabitants,  with  a  constant  influx 
from  immigration.    Your  Agent  was,  therefore,  requested  to 
send  a  man  to  this  field,  as  soon  as  he  conveniently  could. 
He  accordingly  sent  Rev.  H.  1.  Bullen,  of  Durant,  who  is  now 
laboring  with  the  church  under  favorable  auspices. 

"In  view  of  the  pressing  calls  upon  your  Society,  and  the 
greatness  of  the  work  before  you,  the  church  here,  though  weak, 
assumed  the  entire  suprjort  of  Mr.  3ullen.     It  may  perhaps  have 
thus  attempted  to  go  alone  too  soon,    but  there  certainly  can 
be  no  harm  in  trying;  and  then  no  weak  church  will  ever  be  able 
to  jo  alone  till  it  tries,  and  gains  strength  to  do  it,  by 
trying. " 

Evidently  Mr.  Bullen' s  services  here  -..-ore  simply  tem- 
porary, for  the  hinutes  show  that  Brother  Fayett  hurd  began 
his  ministry  at  hontour  in  ITovembcr  of  1868. 

The  hinutes  of  '69,   '70,  and  '71,  locate  Mr,  Bullen  at 
Durant,  without  charge.    Then  his  name  disappears  from  our 
llinutes,  and  for  a  time  his  name  is  reported  in  the  Congre- 
gational Quarterly  and  in  the  Year  Book  as  residing  withoiit 
charge,  at  Molina,  Illinois. 

arriving  at  this  point  in  the  narrative ,  I  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  Mr.  Bullen  was  still  living  at  Lloline  whic^ 
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has  "been  his  home  continuously  since  he  left  lo—a,  in  1871. 

he  found  his  second  wife,  Lass  Laura  E.  Day  at  Denmark,  Iowa. 

a  e 

This  second  marriage  occurred  October  9,  1867.     The  biographi- 
cal album  of  P.ock  Island  County  for  1885  contains  the  followin 
record:     "In  the  history  of  Hook  Island  Oounty,  specific  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  Rev.  Henry  L.  Bullen  who  has  borne  an 
important  part  in  moulding  the  destiny  of  this  locality, 
leaving  the  impress  of  his  strong  individuality  upon  the  com- 
munity.   I.Ir.  Sullen  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause,  and  has  given  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the 
intellectual  and  moral  development  of  his  fellowmen,  and 
his  own  fidelity  to  duty,  his  uprightness  in  all  relations, 
his  kindliness,  and  his  breadth  of  spirit,  have  won  him  the 
highest  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He 
has  long  been  deeply  interested  in  educational  work,  and 
during  his  five  years  incumbency  on  the  School  -joard  of 
Molina  did  much  to  advance  its  interests  here." 

Until  September  24,  1912,  he  led  an  active  life,  rarely 
missing    attendance  on  church  or  Sunday  school. 

His  sister-in-law  Llrs.  llary  E.  Day  Ayr,  says  of  him: 
"He  was  a  man  of  attractive  personality,  with  a  very 
bright  mind  and  keen  wit,     I  well  remember  now  a  small  so- 
cial circle  of  us  enjoyed  when  he  visited  Denmark,  the  flashes 
of  repartee  between  him  and  the  frist  I.Irs.  Tildson,  ".  -0  were  so 
well  matched  that  neither  could  get  the  better  of  the  otlcer, 
while  his  eyes  laughed  and  sparkled  with  the  fun.    lie  wrote 
beautiful  letters,  and  he  used  to  say  that  he  could  write  as 
much  on  one  page  of  note  paper  as  the  rest  of  us  could  on  the 
whole  sheet. 
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"His  k-novrledge  of  G reek  and  Latin  enabled  him  to  very 
successfully  tutor  young  people  v/ho  sometimes  came  to  him 
for  instruction  in  those  languages.    His  interests  in  the 
affairs  of  the  vrorld  never  grant  dull.    lie  has  "been  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  fight  against  liquor,    his  mind  is  richly 
stored  v;ith  passages  from  the  .^ible ,  and  other  "beautiful 
literature,  "hich  have  "been  a  source  of  much  pleasure  and 
comfort  to  himself  and  family  during  his  long  illness. 

"During  the  years  since  his  Durant  pastorate  he  has  not 
engaged  directly  in  the  activities  of  "business  life,  "but 
has  been  financially  connected  at  different  times  v;ith 
several  different  lines  of  business." 

Mr.  Mullen  is  nov:  (June  1,  1915)  ninety  three  years  of 
age.    he  is  for  the  most  part  comfortable,  but  he  is  con- 
fined to  his  room,  and  much  of  the  time  to  his  bed.  Practi- 
cally his  journey  is  ended,    his  long  and  useful  life  is  at 
its  close.    Ee  gave  us  eighteen  years  of  splendid  servise  in 
Iowa.    "7e  gladly  give  him  a  place  of  honor  in  our  annals. 
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iVent 7- seventh  Sketch , 

GS0HG3  LEWIS 

Both  the  early  and  the  late  records  of  this  man  are 
lacking.    No  doubt  he  was  born  in  "ales.     I  find  him  first 
May  1,  1844,  commissioned  to  supply  the  Welsh  church  at 
Rock  Creek,  Illinois.     In  1845  he  is  at  Somonauk,  Illinois, 
he  was  ordained  in  1846.     In  1847  he  is  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Union,  Ohio.    November  15,  1849,  he  is  commissioned  for 
Old  Man's  Greek,  "Telsh  Chruch,  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  and 
this  with  sundry  other  appointments  was  his  field  up  to 
November  1854. 

Ther  is  but  one  published  report  from  Mr.  Lewis.  This 
appears  in  the  Lay  issue  of  1855  and  is  as  follows: 

"I  receive  many  invitations  to  preach  at  places  where  the 
inhabitants  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace;  but  I  am 
obliged  to  refuse.     If  I  could  divide  my  labors  with  three 
others,  I  could  find  employment  enough.      I  preach  three 
times  every  Sunday,  and  sometimes  travel  six  miles  from  one 
appointment  to  another.     I  have  now  appointments  to  preach 
statedly  at  five  different  places,  and  hold  prayer  meetings, 
and  attend  temperance  meetings  through  the  wetek.  Every 
thing  goes  along  pleasantly;  the  prospect  for  doing  good 
seems  to  be  brightening;  we  have  no  disturbance  among  us  at 
present;  as  long  as  strife  and  contention  exist,  the  peace- 
ful Dove  Trill  keep  array.     One  united  with  our  church  last 
Sabbath  by  profession,  and  we  expect  a  few  more  to  unite 
by  letters  soon.     It  is  a  season  of  rejoicing  to  a  church 
of  a  few  members  to  receive  even  a  small  addition  to  their 
number. " 
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This  is  the  last  record  of  Brother  Levris.    His  name  at 
once  disappears  from  the  State  Minutes,  and  it  does  not 
again  appear  in  the  Congregational   quarterly  or  the  Year 
Book.     Evidently  he  nas  to  us  little  more  than  a  stranger 
passing  through  the  state. 

Thus  ends  the  story  oT  She  Other  Lien  of  The  forties. 


